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Unit 3: Using Writing to Entertain

Common Core State Standards addressed: W.5.3, W.5.4, W.5.5, L.5.1a, L.5.3a
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 Guiding Questions and Big Ideas

· How does a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influence how events are described?

· A first person narrative helps us to see exactly how one character thinks and feels in response to a situation, while a third person narrative helps us to understand the thoughts and feelings of more than one character.

· How do authors engage the reader in narratives?

· Authors engage the reader in narratives by speeding up and slowing down the pacing according to what is happening.

What will your student be doing at school?

In this unit, students apply what they have learned about point of view and narrative techniques to write a first person narrative that builds out a scenario from the anchor text for the module, The Most Beautiful Roof in the World. Students will work in pairs to plan and draft a partner narrative in the first half of the unit, which they will then revise in the second half of the unit, speeding up parts of the narrative that are irrelevant to the plot and slowing down important action. In the mid-unit assessment, students plan and draft a new first person narrative independently, and in the end of unit assessment they revise this narrative. Students finish the module by working with a partner to create a Rainforest Adventures ebook for their partner narrative and their two individual narratives.

The Language standards that students focus on in this unit (L.5.1a and L.5.3a) require them to identify the function of conjunctions, interjections, and prepositions in a sentence (L.5.1a) and to expand, reduce, and combine sentences for meaning (L.5.3a). 

A first person narrative is one written from the viewpoint of a character writing or speaking directly about themselves using “I.”

Conjunctions, Interjections, and Prepositions

	Part of speech
	What is it?
	Examples

	conjunction
	combines/joins together words, phrases, or clauses
	Coordinating conjunctions: FANBOYS—for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so

“I knew that at least one of those venomous snakes slept under the platform of my tent, and I certainly didn’t want to run into one of them at night.”

Subordinating conjunctions: because, when, while, though

“I was just reaching for another leaf when suddenly there was a loud bang.”

	interjection
	expresses a sudden emotional reaction, such as surprise, disgust, joy, or excitement and is often found at the beginning of dialogue; often followed by an exclamation mark
	Ouch! Yikes!

“Ouch! What was that?” I gasped with surprise.

“Yikes! For goodness sake, woman, be more careful.”

	preposition
	comes before a noun or pronoun and introduces information to the reader about where, when, how, or what kind
	on, in, above, by, for

Prepositions of time (when): in, on, at

“… in the afternoon heat.”

Prepositions of place (where): in, on, under, behind

“… working on the inflatable raft …”


How can you support your student at home?

· Talk to your student about the first person narrative he or she is writing with a partner and the structure of plot in a narrative. 

· Talk to your student about how, when, and why to speed up and slow down time in a narrative.

· Read first person narratives and encourage your student to identify the plot structure in a narrative.

· Invite your student to tell you about the use of conjunctions to combine/join clauses, interjections to express sudden emotions, and prepositions to introduce information about when, where, how, or what kind.

· Play online games on IXL to practice using coordinating conjunctions. For example, IXL Learning. Use Coordinating Conjunctions. Accessed on 17 Jan. 2016. 
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-5/use-coordinating-conjunctions
· Play online games on IXL to practice using prepositions. For example, IXL Learning. Prepositions Review. Accessed on 17 Jan. 2016.
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-5/prepositions-review
Unit 3: Homework

In Lessons 1–5, homework focuses on research reading and finding the function of conjunctions in specific sentences.

In Lessons 6–12, homework focuses using and determining the function of conjunctions, interjections, and prepositions.
Research reading: Your student is expected to independently research the topic by reading topic-related books of his or her choice for approximately 20 minutes each day and responding to a prompt of choice in the front of his or her independent reading journal. These are usually books your student will bring home from school; however, they may be topic-related books chosen by the student at the public or home library. Prompts for independent reading can be found in the homework materials provided.
Choice reading: If your student would also like to independently read and respond to a book of free choice, he or she may use the back of the independent reading journal. Prompts for independent reading can be found in the homework materials provided.

	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date*

	1
	Students analyze the point of view in a model first person narrative.
	1. Research reading and answering prompt

2. For ELL’s: Language Dive Practice I: Even though
	1. Teacher will check independent reading journals strategically.

2. Lesson 3
	

	2
	Students work in pairs to plan and draft the beginning of a first person narrative.
	1. Research reading and answering prompt
	1. Teacher will check independent reading journals strategically.
	

	3
	Students work in pairs to plan and draft the middle of a first person narrative.
	1. Conjunctions Practice I

2. For ELL’s: Language Dive Practice II: Even though
3. Research reading and answering prompt
	1. Lesson 7
2. Lesson 4
3. Teacher will check independent reading journals strategically.
	

	4
	Students work in pairs to plan and draft the end of a first person narrative.
	1. Research reading and answering prompt
	1. Teacher will check independent reading journals strategically.
	

	5
	Students work independently to plan and draft a new first person perspective narrative for the mid-unit assessment. 
	1. Research reading and answering prompt
	1. Teacher will check independent reading journals strategically.
	

	6
	Students work in pairs to speed up time where nothing relevant to the plot is happening in their partner narratives.
	1. Research reading and answering prompt
	1. Teacher will check independent reading journals strategically.
	


	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date*

	7
	Students work in pairs to slow down time by expanding sentences to add concrete words and phrases and sensory details where something important is happening in their partner narratives.
	1. Conjunctions Practice II

2. Research reading and answering prompt
	1. Lesson 9
2. Teacher will check independent reading journals strategically.
	

	8
	Students work in pairs to slow down time by adding dialogue to show characters response where something important is happening in their partner narratives.
	1. Prepositions and Interjections I

2. Research reading and answering prompt
	1. Lesson 11
2. Teacher will check independent reading journals strategically.
	

	9
	Students practice identifying the function of conjunctions, interjections, and prepositions before completing Part I of the end of unit assessment.
	1. Prepositions and Interjections II

2. Research reading and answering prompt
	1. Lesson 11
2. Teacher will check independent reading journals strategically.
	

	10
	Students revise their narrative written independently in the Mid-Unit 3 Assessment for their End of Unit 3 Assessment.
	1. Find a book (fiction) at home, in the library, or on the class bookshelf with a cover that you find eye-catching and inspiring.

2. Research reading and answering prompt
	1. Lesson 12
2. Teacher will check independent reading journals strategically.
	


	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date*

	11
	Students work in pairs to write the author’s note for their Rainforest Adventures ebook, explaining how they have used concrete and sensory language and dialogue from the first person perspective to help the reader more deeply understand the experience.
	1. Find a book (fiction) at home, in the library, or on the class bookshelf with a cover that you find eye-catching and inspiring.

2. Research reading and answering prompt
	1. Lesson 12
2. Teacher will check independent reading journals strategically.
	

	12
	Students work in pairs to create the front cover and contents page of their ebooks.
	1. Research reading and answering prompt
	1. Teacher will check independent reading journals strategically.
	

	13
	Students work in pairs to compile their narratives into ebooks.
	1. Research reading and answering prompt
	1. Teacher will check independent reading journals strategically.
	


Independent Reading
Directions: Remember to record responses to research reading in the front of your independent reading journal and responses to choice reading in the back. Try to choose a different prompt each time.

Record any new vocabulary in your vocabulary log. Remember, academic vocabulary is recorded in the front, and domain-specific vocabulary (words about the topic) is recorded in the back. Mark vocabulary found during independent reading with a symbol—an asterisk (*), for example.

Record:

· Date

· Title and author of your reading book

· Pages you have read

· Prompt

· Response

Example:

Date: 04/08/2018

Book Title and Author: The Most Beautiful Roof in the World by Kathryn Lasky

Pages Read: 22–27

Prompt: What questions do you have about the rainforest canopy after reading?

Response: What other animals and plants live in the rainforest canopy?

Independent Reading Prompts

· Record two or three facts in your own words about the rainforest or rainforest animals that you found out in your research reading today.
· What questions do you have about the rainforest or rainforest animals after reading?
· What would you like to research further after reading? Why?
· Summarize your research reading today in no more than four sentences.

· How would you describe the setting of the particular part of the text you read?
· Hint: What did you picture in your mind as you were reading it? Why?

· Hint: What did it say in the text to make you think that?

· What do you think is going to happen next? Why?

· Hint: What has the author written so far to make you think that?

· Summarize the pages you just read in no more than four sentences.

· What is the main idea of the part of the text you just read?

· Hint: The main idea is the point the author wants you to understand.

· Think about the title of your text. Why do you think the author chose this title? 

· Hint: Explain how the title fits the book.

· Hint: Start out: “The title of my book is.… The author chose this title because.…”

· What are two new words you learned in this text? Tell about the words.

· Choose a picture, chart, graph, or diagram from your text. Explain how the information you learned from the image helped you understand the text. 

· Hint: First, think about the main idea of what you just read. Then, think about how the picture, chart, graph, or diagram supports the main idea.

Language Dive Practice I: Even though

Name: __________________________________________ Date: _______________________
1. Directions: Sketch the meaning of this sentence from “Bite at Night”:

Even though I was in a lot of pain, I realized that I needed to alleviate their concerns immediately.
	


2. Describe the meaning of even though in the sentence. Why do we use even though?

	

	


3. Complete the sentences with your own ideas.

A. Even though I _________________________________________________,

I realized that _________________________________________________.

B. I realized that I ________________________________________________,

even though I _________________________________________________.

Language Dive Practice II: Even though

Name: __________________________________________ Date: _______________________
1. Directions: The sentence below is scrambled. Write it in the correct order:

	she realized that 
	Even though Meg was nervous,
	the boys weren’t nervous at all. 


	

	


2. In the sentence you wrote, circle the conjunction. Box the three subjects. Underline the three verbs.

3. Now write the sentence in three clauses:

	Clause #1 (with subordinating conjunction)
	Clause #2
	Clause #3

	
	
	


4. Write the sentence again. This time, use a different conjunction that is similar in meaning: because, when, though.

	

	


5. Join the two sentences using even though or though.

	The color changes.
	+
	The shape stays the same.
	=
	


Conjunctions Practice I

Name: __________________________________________ Date: _______________________
Directions: Underline the conjunction and describe the function of the conjunction in that sentence:
1. She hasn’t finished her homework, but it is due this morning.

	


2. I did my math homework while I was waiting for my brother to finish school.

	


3. I thought I had finished my writing when my teacher noticed I had left out some important information.

	


4. I hope to finish on time, so I should make it home for dinner.

	


5. I have an umbrella because it is raining.

	


Conjunctions Practice II

Name: __________________________________________ Date: _______________________
Directions: Find two conjunctions in your research reading. Record the sentence, underline the conjunction, and explain the function of the conjunction in that particular sentence:

1. Sentence:

	

	


Function:
	

	


2. Sentence:

	

	


Function:

	

	


Interjections and Prepositions Practice I

Name: __________________________________________ Date: _______________________
Directions: Underline the interjections and circle the prepositions in each sentence. Describe the function of the interjection and/or preposition in that sentence:

1. “Yuck! This is disgusting!” she said as she pushed the plate of food away.

	


2. “Ouch! That hurt!” he hollered after sitting on a prickly wire brush that someone had left on his chair.

	


3. “Oh no! I forgot to do my homework,” she said while they were walking to school.

	


4. “Wow! This is so amazing!” he said while looking at her artwork.

	


5. “Yum! This cake is delicious!” she thought as she ate another large piece from her spoon.

	


Interjections and Prepositions Practice II

Name: __________________________________________ Date: _______________________
Directions: Find two interjections and two prepositional words or phrases in your research reading. Record the sentence, underline the interjections, circle the prepositions and explain the function of the interjection and/or preposition in that particular sentence. You can choose sentences that have both interjections and prepositions, or you can choose a different sentence for each.
1. Sentence:

	

	


Function:
	

	


2. Sentence:

	

	


Function:

	

	


3. Sentence:

	

	


Function:
	

	


4. Sentence:

	

	


Function:
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Homework Resources
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Biodiversity in the Rainforest








* Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to your schedule.


* Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to your schedule.


* Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to your schedule.
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