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Unit 2 Assessment: Reading about an Author’s Point and Writing Opinions
(For Teacher Reference)
Reading about an Author’s Point and Writing Opinions
This assessment focuses on students’ reading comprehension and informational writing skills. It centers on CCSS ELA RI.K.8, W.K.1, L.K.1e, L.K.2a, and L.K.2b and has two parts. In Part I, students listen to A Tree Is Nice read aloud to gather reasons the author gives to support the idea that a tree is nice. After listening to the text read aloud, students complete a selected response task to identify two reasons the author gives to support the idea that a tree is nice. In Part II, students use information gathered from A Tree Is Nice and Mama Miti to compose an opinion piece in response to the prompt “In your community, where would you plant a tree and why?” Students use a combination of drawing and writing to name a place in their community where a tree should be planted and to supply at least one supporting reason about why a tree should be planted there.

CCSS Assessed:
· RI.K.8: With prompting and support, identify the reasons an author gives to support points in a text.

· W.K.1: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces in which they tell a reader the topic or the name of the book they are writing about and state an opinion or preference about the topic or book (e.g., My favorite book is…).

· L.K.1e: Use the most frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off, for, of, by, with).

· L.K.2a: Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the pronoun I.

· L.K.2b: Recognize and name end punctuation.

Assessment directions:

This assessment is administered in Unit 2, Lessons 4 and 10.
Part I: Lesson 4:
1. Display the Unit 2 Assessment, Part I: Reading about an Author’s Point response sheet.

2. Point out the student copies of the assessment, copies of A Tree Is Nice, and pencils already at their workspaces.

3. Point to the prompt at the top of the displayed Unit 2 Assessment, Part I: Reading about an Author’s Point and read it aloud, inviting students to follow along on their copies as you do:

· “What are two reasons the author gives that trees are nice? Circle two pictures that show reasons the author gives that trees are nice.”

4. Focus students on the four possible responses on the page. Invite them to follow along as you read the labels for each icon aloud. Encourage them to use a hand gesture or motion as you point to each icon and read the labels:

· Point to the first icon and read the label aloud: “You can have a picnic in the shade of a tree.”

· Point to the second icon and read the label aloud: “Trees have pretty flowers.”

· Point to the third icon and read the label aloud: “Trees make good homes for squirrels.”

· Point to the fourth icon and read the label aloud: “Trees block the wind.”

5. Remind students of the prompt.

6. Invite students to circle two pictures that show reasons the author gives that trees are nice on the Unit 2 Assessment, Part I: Reading about an Author’s Point response sheet. Tell students to ask for help if they cannot read the possible responses.

7. As students complete Unit 2 Assessment, Part I: Reading about an Author’s Point response sheet, circulate to support students as they complete the assessment by rereading the prompt or labels.

8. Tell students that if they finish the front page quickly, they can turn to the back to draw and label a picture and/or write a sentence that answers the question: What is another reason trees are nice?

9. After several minutes, collect assessments and use the Unit 2 Assessment, Part I: Reading about an Author’s Point response sheet (answers, for teacher reference) to evaluate student responses for mastery of RI.K.8.

Part II: Lesson 10:
1. Invite students to bring their Opinion Writing planners to the whole group meeting area.

2. Briefly review the first learning target:

· “I can use pictures and words to state an opinion and provide reasons to support it.”

3. Tell students that today they will work independently to write a final opinion statement for the Unit 2 Assessment, Part II.

4. Display the Unit 2 Assessment, Part II: Writing an Opinion and read the prompt aloud:

· “In your community, where would you plant a tree and why?” Say:

“We have generated a lot of ideas about reasons people plant trees, as well as places in our community a tree would be helpful or nice to have. Use words and pictures to state an opinion about where you would plant a tree and provide a reason for why you would plant it there.”
5. Tell students that they will use the ideas from their Opinion Writing planners to draw and write an opinion statement to answer the question.

6. Point out the Unit 2 Assessment, Part II: Writing an Opinion, pencils, and colored pencils already at their workspaces.

7. Transition students to their workspaces with their Opinion Writing planners, and invite them to begin working.

8. Circulate and support students by reviewing the prompt as needed and referring them to the following resources:

· Opinion Writing planners

· Reasons to Plant a Tree anchor chart
· Places People Plant Trees anchor chart
9. After 15 minutes, signal to students to finish up their Unit 2 Assessment, Part II: Writing an Opinion and clean up their workspaces.

10. Collect students’ Unit 2 Assessment, Part II: Writing an Opinion and use the Opinion Writing Rubric to evaluate students’ progress. Refer to Unit 2 Assessment, Part II: Writing an Opinion (example, for teacher reference) as necessary.

Unit 2 Assessment, Part I: Reading about an Author’s Point Response Sheet

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
RL.K.8

What are two reasons the author gives that trees are nice? Circle two pictures that show reasons the author gives that trees are nice.

	A tree is nice because …
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_______________
You can picnic in the shade of a tree.
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Trees have pretty flowers.
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Trees make good homes for squirrels.
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_________________

Trees block the wind.


Unit 2 Assessment, Part II: Writing an Opinion

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
W.K.1, L.K.1e, L.K.2a, L.K.2b

Where would you plant a tree and why?
	(drawing of a tree in the park shading a kid)

I wod plant a tree in the pRK because it MAKs SHad.



Unit 2 Assessment, Part I: Reading about an Author’s Point Response Sheet

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

RL.K.8

What are two reasons the author gives that trees are nice? Circle two pictures that show reasons the author gives that trees are nice.
	A tree is nice because …
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You can picnic in the shade of a tree.
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Trees have pretty flowers.
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Trees make good homes for squirrels.
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Trees block the wind.


Unit 2 Assessment, Part II: Writing an Opinion

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

W.K.1, L.K.1e, L.K.2a, L.K.2b

Where would you plant a tree and why?
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