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Unit 1 Assessment: Comparing and Contrasting Characters from Oliver’s Tree
(For Teacher Reference)
Comparing and Contrasting Characters from Oliver’s Tree
This assessment focuses on students’ comprehension of literary text read aloud. It centers on CCSS ELA RL.K.1, RL.K.3, RL.K.9, SL.K.2, and SL.K.4 and tasks students with applying their knowledge about identifying key details and comparing and contrasting characters in a literary text read aloud. After listening to Oliver’s Tree read aloud and discussing key details, students then work to compare and contrast Oliver to his friends Lulu and Charlie. In the first part of the assessment, students complete a note-catcher to gather key details from the text and compare and contrast the characters. In the second part of the assessment, students use their notes to engage in a small group, structured conversation to share ideas about how the characters in Oliver’s Tree are similar to and different from one another. During this conversation, students are encouraged to use evidence from the text to support their thinking and to ask questions about the information that others share.

CCSS Assessed:
· RL.K.1: With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

· RL.K.3: With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a story.

· RL.K.9: With prompting and support, compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in familiar stories.
· SL.K.2: Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting clarification if something is not understood.
· SL.K.4: Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and support, provide additional detail.
Assessment directions:
The assessment is administered in Unit 1, Lessons 8–9.
Part I: Lesson 8:
1. Tell students that they will use the information they gathered about the characters from Oliver’s Tree to compare and contrast Oliver to Lulu and Charlie through writing and drawing.

2. Display the Unit 1 Assessment: Same and Different note-catcher: Oliver’s Tree and read the directions aloud.

3. Tell students that now they are going to write and draw about one way that Oliver and Lulu and Charlie are the same and one way that Oliver and Lulu and Charlie are different.

4. Point out that this is the same note-catcher that they used in Lesson 5 for A Tree for Emmy. The first page is labeled “Same.” In the boxes, they will write and draw what is the same between Oliver and Lulu and Charlie.

5. Distribute pencils and pre-prepared clipboards and invite students to begin.

6. Circulate to support students as they work. Refer them to the Character Comparison anchor chart: Oliver’s Tree and Trees Are Important Word Wall as needed.

7. Remind students that their responses should include pictures, labels, and words.

8. After about 7 minutes of work time, refocus whole group.

9. Direct students’ attention to the second page of the displayed Unit 1 Assessment: Same and Different Note-catcher: Oliver’s Tree.

10. Point out that this is the same note-catcher that they used in Lesson 5 for A Tree for Emmy. This page is labeled “Different.” In the boxes, they will write and draw what is different about Oliver and Lulu and Charlie.

11. Invite students to begin writing and drawing.

12. Repeat steps 6–8.

13. Collect students’ note-catchers and use Unit 1 Assessment: Same and Different Note-catcher: Oliver’s Tree (answers, for teacher reference) to evaluate their responses and progress toward RL.K.1, RL.K.2, RL.K.3, and RL.K.9.

Part II: Lesson 9:
Before conducting this session of the assessment, divide the class into three groups (A, B, and C).
1. Move students in Group A into the designated small group conversation area.
2. Distribute Unit 1 Assessment: Same and Different Note-catcher: Oliver’s Tree.
3. Tell students in Group A that they are going to take turns sharing an idea from their note-catchers. Tell them that they will be sharing one way they think that Oliver is the same as Lulu and Charlie and one way that Oliver is different from Lulu and Charlie.
4. Using a total participation technique, invite responses from the group:
“While others are sharing, what can you do to show you are listening and understanding?” (Responses will vary, but may include: Look at the speaker, keep our voices off, nod our heads, etc.)

“While others are sharing, what can you do if you do not understand something that is said?” (Responses will vary, but may include: Ask a question, ask for clarification, ask the person to repeat what he/she said, etc.)

5. Invite the first student in Group A to begin by sharing an idea of how Oliver is the same as Lulu and Charlie.
6. Invite the remaining students to take turns and each share an idea of how Oliver is the same as Lulu and Charlie.
7. As students share, prompt them to offer further details or to clarify by asking the following questions:
“What details from the text support the idea that ___________?”

“What happened in the text to make you think that?”
8. As students share, use the Speaking and Listening Checklist to track their progress toward SL.K.2 and SL.K.4.
9. Repeat Steps 1–8 with a new small group of students (Groups B and C).
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(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
RL.K.1, RL.K.3, RL.K.9

Note to Teachers: Student responses should include one of the following matching ideas included in each box.
	Same

	Oliver
· drawing of Oliver playing outside, near a tree with label “plas outsid”

OR
· drawing of Oliver feeling sad with label “fels sad”

OR
· drawing of Oliver using his imagination to play with label “yous imajnashun”
	Lulu and Charlie
· drawing of Lulu and Charlie playing outside, near a tree with label “plas outside”

OR
· drawing of Lulu and Charlie feeling sad for Oliver with label “fels sad”

OR
· drawing of Lulu and Charlie using their imagination to play with label “yous imajnashun”
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(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
	Different

	Oliver
· drawing of Oliver standing next to a tree with label “Can’t clim tree”
OR
· drawing of Oliver next to a tree that is too small or too big with label “can’t find a tree to pla with”
	Lulu and Charlie
· drawing of Lulu and Charlie climbing trees with label “clim trees”
OR
· drawing of Lulu and Charlie hiding and playing in trees with label “hids and plas in trees”
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Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

RL.K.1, RL.K.3, RL.K.9

	Same

	Oliver
	Lulu and Charlie
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	Different

	Oliver


	Lulu and Charlie




Language Arts Curriculum





MODULE LESSONS


Kindergarten: Module 4: Unit 1


Enjoying and Appreciating Trees — Assessment








© 2016 EL Education Inc.

Except where otherwise noted, EL Education’s Language Arts Curriculum is published under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) License. To view a copy of this license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

Licensed third party content noted as such in this curriculum is the property of the respective copyright owner and not subject to the CC BY 4.0 License. Responsibility for securing any necessary permissions as to such third party content rests with parties desiring to use such content. For example, certain third party content may not be reproduced or distributed (outside the scope of fair use) without additional permissions from the content owner and it is the responsibility of the person seeking to reproduce or distribute this curriculum to either secure those permissions or remove the applicable content before reproduction or distribution.

	[image: image1.emf]
	| Language Arts Curriculum
	2



