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Unit 2 Assessment: Researching and Writing about How Animals Depend on Trees

(For Teacher Reference)

This assessment centers on CCSS ELA W.K.2, W.K.7, and W.K.8 and invites students to write an informational booklet stating researched facts about different animals that get food from trees. Students use the individual notes created during the research process to inform their writing with researched facts. Over the course of three lessons, students complete their booklet with a focus statement and three detail statements about different animals that get food from trees.
CCSS Assessed:
· W.K.2
· W.K.7
· W.K.8
Assessment Directions:
The assessment is administered in Unit 2, Lessons 9–11.
Part I: Lesson 9
1. Direct students’ attention back to page 1 of the People Depend on Trees booklet and read aloud the title of the page: “focus statement.” Tell students that this is the part of the research booklet they will write today: the focus statement.
2. Tell students that they will talk about, plan, and write a focus statement to begin the Unit 2 Assessment.
3. Display page 1 of the Unit 2 Assessment booklet and tell students that this is where they will be writing their focus statement for their research about how animals depend on trees for food.
4. Distribute students’ Animals, Trees, and Food: Student Notes and ask them to look at the notes to determine what their writing is about.
5. Turn and Talk:
“What is the topic of your booklet? What focus statement will you write on page 1?” (Responses will vary, but should include something like: Animals depend on trees for food, or lots of animals get food from trees.)
“What could you draw in the box to represent the topic of your research booklet?” (Responses will vary, but should include something like: A picture of the three animals from my notes eating the tree; a tree with all the parts that animals eat.)
6. Tell students that they will find the Unit 2 Assessment booklet page 1, pencils, and colored pencils at their workspaces.
7. Invite students to move like one of the animals as you dismiss them back to their workspaces.
8. Circulate and observe as students write. As needed, remind them to refer back to their Animals, Trees, and Food: Student Notes to determine the topic of their focus statement.
9. After 10 minutes, invite students back to the whole group meeting area with page 1 of their Unit 2 Assessment booklet.
Part II: Lesson 10
1. Tell students that they will talk about, plan, and write two detail sentences as part of the Unit 2 Assessment.
2. Display pages 2 and 3 of the Unit 2 Assessment booklet and tell students that they will write one detail sentence on each page along with an illustration that shows the animal and the food. First they will complete page 2, and then they will talk about, plan, and write page 3.
3. Distribute students’ Animals, Trees, and Food: Student Notes and ask them to look at the notes and decide which animal they will write the first detail sentence about.
4. Circulate around the whole group area with the puppets and invite students to select the puppet they need.
5. Tell students that they will use the puppet as they share their detail sentence with a classmate.
6. Turn and Talk:
“Which animal will you write a detail sentence about first today?” (Responses will vary, depending on students’ notes.)
“What could you draw in the box to represent that detail sentence?” (Responses will vary, depending on students’ notes.)
7. Distribute pencils and invite students to check off the animal they selected to write about first.
8. Tell students that in the second column where it says “eat” they will now have the opportunity to select a verb from the “We Depend on Trees” Verbs anchor chart to use instead. Model how to cross out eat and replace it with another verb (e.g., munch).
9. Invite students to change the verb eat with a choice from the “We Depend on Trees” song.
10. Tell students that they will find the Unit 2 Assessment booklet page 2, pencils, and colored pencils at their workspaces.
11. Invite students to move like the animal they selected as you dismiss them back to their workspaces.
12. Circulate and observe as students write. As needed, remind them to refer back to their Animals, Trees, and Food: Student Notes to write with accuracy.
13. After 8 minutes, invite students back to the whole group meeting area with page 2 of their Unit 2 Assessment booklet.
14. Invite students to look at the Animals, Trees, and Food: Student Notes and decide the animal they will write the next detail sentence about.
15. Repeat the same process for students to plan and write the next detail sentence.
16. Invite students back to the whole group meeting area and collect pages 2 and 3 of the Unit 2 Assessment.
Part III: Lesson 11
1. Follow the same process from Lesson 10 to guide students through planning and writing their final detail sentence on page 4 of their Unit 2 Assessment booklet.
2. Invite students back to the whole group meeting area and collect page 4 of the Unit 2 Assessment.
3. Tell them that they will now work together as a class to write a concluding sentence.
Unit 2 Assessment Booklet

W.K.2

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

Focus Statement

	Drawing of a tree and an animal


Animals eat food from trees.
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

Detail Sentence 1

	Drawing of a bee


Bees eat nectar from trees.
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

Detail Sentence 2

	Drawing of elephant


Elephants eat leaves from trees.
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

Detail Sentence 3

	Drawing of a caterpillar


Caterpillars eat leaves from trees.
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

Concluding Statement

	Drawing of lots of animals eating things from trees


Many different animals get food from trees.
Unit 2 Assessment Booklet

Name: _________________________ Date: _______________
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