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Unit 1 Assessment: 
Answering Questions about an Informational Text

(For Teacher Reference)

This assessment centers on RI.K.3 and RI.K.7 and requires students to complete one selected response prompt and one open response prompt over the course of the two-day assessment. For the selected response, students listen to a passage from What’s Alive?, listen to the question, review the possible selections, and circle their response. After circling their response, students write a simple sentence to explain their selection. For the open response, students listen and look carefully at a section of the text. They then record (with pictures and words) one piece of information that is gained from both the illustration and the text. Teachers collect the assessment response sheets as evidence toward mastery. If time permits, teachers are encouraged to check in orally with any students whose responses might require further questioning.

CCSS Assessed:
· RI.K.3
· RI.K.7
Assessment Directions:
The assessment is administered in Unit 1, Lessons 7 and 8.
Part I, Lesson 7:
1. Tell students that today they are going to revisit a section of the text What’s Alive? to read about and then describe how living things are similar.

2. Display page 7 of What’s Alive? and read it aloud.

3. Invite students to whisper a response into their hands:

“According to the text, how are you like a flower or a tree?”
4.  Emphasize that the question says, “According to the text …”
5. Invite students to listen to the text carefully once more in order to answer the question:

“According to the text, how are you like a flower or a tree?”
6. Display Unit 1 Assessment: What’s Alive? Selected Response and read step 1 aloud.

7. Distribute pencils and pre-prepared clipboards.

8. Invite students to circle one icon that shows how, according to the text, they are like a flower or a tree.

9. After 2 minutes, direct students’ attention to step 2 on the Unit 1 Assessment: What’s Alive? Selected Response and read aloud the directions and sentence starter.

10. Provide students about 5 minutes to write their response, directing them to use the Living Things Criteria anchor chart and Living Things Word Wall as needed.

11. Collect students’ Unit 1 Assessment: What’s Alive? Selected Response and use the Unit 1 Assessment: What’s Alive? Selected Response (answers, for teacher reference) to evaluate student responses and mastery toward RI.K.3.

Part II, Lesson 8:
12. Tell students that today, similar to the previous lesson, they are going to revisit a section of the text What’s Alive? to read about and then describe how living things are similar. Tell them today they are going to closely observe the pictures in the text.

13. Display pages 20–21 of What’s Alive? and read the second paragraph on page 20, beginning with, “Plants use the food …”

14. Follow the routine from Lesson 2 to guide students through closely observing the illustrations on page 20 in order to draw and write about them:

· Prompt students to “look at the whole” and use the accompanying gesture.

· Prompt students to “look from the bottom slowly to the top” and use the accompanying gesture.

· Prompt students to “look from one side to the other side” and use the accompanying gesture.

· Prompt students to “pick one spot to zoom in” on and use the accompanying gesture.

· Prompt students to “look one last time at the whole” and use the accompanying gesture.

15. After 2–3 minutes, refocus students whole group and say:

“The text we just heard tells us about how plants move and grow. So does the illustration.”
16. Invite students to listen carefully as you reread the text on page 20. As you read, prompt students to think:

“What is one way that plants move and grow that we learned from both the illustration and the text?”
17. Display the Unit 1 Assessment, Part II: What’s Alive? Open Response and read aloud the directions.

18. Tell students that now they are going to write about and draw one way plants move and grow that they learned from the illustration and from the text.

19. Distribute pencils and clipboards.

20. Invite students to begin writing and drawing about one way plants move and grow that they learned from both the illustration and the text.

21. Provide students 5–7 minutes to write and draw their response.

22. As students work, circulate and prompt them by rereading the directions, repeating the prompt, and inviting them to use the Living Things Word Wall and Living Things Criteria anchor chart as necessary.
23. Collect students’ Unit 1 Assessment: What’s Alive? Open Response and use the Unit 1 Assessment: What’s Alive? Open Response (answers, for teacher reference) to evaluate student responses and mastery toward RI.K.7.

Unit 1 Assessment, Part 1: What’s Alive? Selected Response

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

RI.K.3
1. According to the text, how are you like a flower or a tree?
Circle one response:
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I have leaves      
I can be as tall as a tree      [image: image11.jpg]



I have petals           [image: image2.jpg]



I am growing          [image: image3.emf]


2. Complete the sentence to explain your selection:
I am like a flower or a tree because I am growing.
Unit 1 Assessment, Part 1: What’s Alive? Selected Response
Name: _________________________ Date: _______________
RI.K.3

1. According to the text, how are you like a flower or a tree?
Circle one response:

	I have leaves
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	I can be as tall as a tree
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	I have petals
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	I am growing    
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2. Complete the sentence to explain your selection:

I am like a flower or a tree because . . . 
Unit 1 Assessment, Part 2: What’s Alive? 
Open Response

RI.K.7

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

Note to Teachers: Proficient responses will vary, but should include one of the following ideas: “Plants need sunlight to grow. Plants get energy to move and grow from soil. Plants grow bigger and bigger. Plants bend their stems toward the sun. Plants catch sunlight with their leaves.”
What is one way that plants move and grow that we learned from both the illustration and the text?

	(drawing of sun shining on a plant)




Plants need sunlight to grow.
Unit 1 Assessment, Part 2: What’s Alive? 
Open Response

Name: _________________________ Date: _______________
RI.K.7

What is one way that plants move and grow that we learned from both the illustration and the text?
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