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Unit 3 Assessment:
Reflecting on My Weather Story

(For Teacher Reference)
Reflecting on My Weather Story
This assessment centers on CCSS ELA SL.K.4, SL.K.6, and L.K.1. Students participate in a small group structured conversation facilitated by the teacher, responding to a series of reflective questions about the process of writing their narrative weather stories (the performance task). This structured conversation assesses students’ ability to respond to a specific question by adding details and relevant information and to speak audibly and clearly using complete sentences. Students may use sentence frames to support their speaking. In addition to speaking, this assessment also requires students to demonstrate careful listening skills to ensure they answer the questions the teacher poses.

This assessment also serves as scaffolding toward and authentic practice for the module celebration: a Weather Expo. During the Weather Expo, classroom visitors ask students the same reflective questions that the teacher posed during this assessment.

CCSS Assessed:
· SL.K.4: Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and support, provide additional detail.

· SL.K.6: Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.

· L.K.1f: Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities.

· L.K.6: Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts.

Assessment Directions:
The assessment is administered in Unit 3, Lessons 10 and 11.
1. Before conducting the assessment, determine small groups of students for the conversation. Use the Conversation Partners chart to ensure talking partners are in the same small group. In Lessons 10 and 11, these are referred to as Groups A, B, C, and D.

2. Create and display two charts needed for the assessment: Weather Story Reflection Questions anchor chart and Weather Story Reflection Criteria anchor chart. Also make sure that students’ completed weather stories are accessible.

3. To conduct this assessment, gather a small group of students in a designated area where the charts are displayed. Explain to students that they will continue to practice answering questions about their weather stories so they are prepared to talk about them at the upcoming Weather Expo.

4. Distribute students’ final weather stories.

5. Explain that you will ask them some familiar questions about their experiences as writers. Tell them that you will ask a question, they will then share their answer with a partner, and then you will ask one or two students to share their responses with the whole group.

6. Briefly review the Weather Story Reflection Criteria anchor chart. Tell students that they may look back at their stories to help them think about an answer to the question.

7. Read aloud the first question and corresponding sentence frame. Ask students to repeat the sentence frame aloud.

8. Invite students to follow the familiar Think-Pair-Share protocol and make a bridge with their arms when they are finished.

9. Invite one or two students to share their responses with the group. As students share, be sure to track assessment information on the Unit 3 Assessment Rubric.

10. Repeat steps 8–10 with three or four more questions, ensuring that you have gathered sufficient assessment evidence for each student.

11. Conduct the assessment with the remaining students until all students have been assessed.

Unit 3 Assessment: 
Reflecting on My Weather Story

Weather Story Reflection Questions Anchor Chart

Teacher Note: Consider adding nonlinguistic symbols to help students understand/remember the reflection questions (e.g., weather symbols for Question 2 or a heart for Question 3).
	Weather Story Reflection Question
	Sentence Frame

	Where did you get the idea for your character?
	I got my idea for my character from ______.

	Why did you choose to write about that type of weather?
	I chose a ______ day as my type of weather because___________.

	What is your favorite part of your story?
	My favorite part of my story 
is _______.

	What was challenging for you as writer?
	My biggest challenge as a writer was ____________.

	What do you feel most proud of?
	I am most proud of ___________.


Unit 3 Assessment: 
Reflecting on My Weather Story

Weather Story Reflection Criteria Anchor Chart

Teacher Note: Consider adding nonlinguistic symbols to help students understand/remember the criteria (e.g., question mark for first criterion).

	I can answer the question being asked.

	I can share details and information from my story writing process.

	I can speak in a loud and clear voice.

	I can use complete sentences.


Unit 3 Assessment: Reflecting on My Weather Story

Unit 3 Assessment Rubric

(For Teacher Reference)
*Note to Teacher: Students’ responses will vary. Use these criteria to evaluate students’ progress toward the following standards:
SL.K.4: Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and support, provide additional detail.

SL.K.6: Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.

L.K.1f: Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities.

L.K.6: Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts.

	Beginning: Student meets one or no criteria.

Developing: Student meets two or three criteria. (This may mean that the student is Proficient in one standard and Beginning in another.)

Proficient: Student meets all criteria.

Advanced: Student exceeds all criteria.

	Criteria
	Meets
	Notes

	Student’s response answers the question. 
	
	

	Student shares details and information from story/writing process.
	
	

	Student speaks in an audible and clear voice.
	
	

	Student speaks in complete sentences.
	
	


Unit 3 Assessment: Reflecting on My Weather Story

Assessment Sample Proficient Response

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

Reflective question: What is your favorite part of your story?

Sample Proficient Response: My favorite part of my story is when Sam runs through the sprinkler.
	Beginning: Student meets one or no criteria.

Developing: Student meets two or three criteria. (This may mean that the student is Proficient in one standard and Beginning in another.)

Proficient: Student meets all criteria.

Advanced: Student exceeds all criteria.

	Criteria
	Meets
	Notes

	Student’s response answers the question. 
	
	Question asks about favorite part and student shares favorite part of story (and explicitly names that using the sentence frame).

	Student shares details and information from story/writing process.
	
	Specific details from story (character’s name and running through sprinkler)

	Student speaks in an audible and clear voice.
	
	Did not have to ask student to repeat response. Heard it loudly and clearly the first time.

	Student speaks in complete sentences.
	
	Complete idea


Unit 3 Assessment: Reflecting on My Weather Story

Assessment Sample Beginning Response

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
Reflective question: What is your favorite part of your story?

Sample Beginning Response: Sprinkler fun
	Beginning: Student meets one or no criteria.

Developing: Student meets two or three criteria. (This may mean that the student is Proficient in one standard and Beginning in another.)

Proficient: Student meets all criteria.

Advanced: Student exceeds all criteria.

	Criteria
	 Meets
	Notes

	Student’s response answers the question. 
	
	Could have been a response to any question. Not clear which question student answers.

	Student shares details and information from story/writing process.
	
	sprinkler

	Student speaks in an audible and clear voice.
	
	Had to ask student to repeat response three times and still not sure I accurately captured answer.

	Student speaks in complete sentences.
	
	Incomplete thought


Unit 3 Assessment: Reflecting on My Weather Story

Assessment Sample Developing Response
(For Teacher Reference)

Reflection question: What is your favorite part of your story?

Sample Developing Response: Favorite is Sam and sprinkler
	Beginning: Student meets one or no criteria.

Developing: Student meets two or three criteria. (This may mean that the student is Proficient in one standard and Beginning in another.)

Proficient: Student meets all criteria.

Advanced: Student exceeds all criteria.

	Criteria
	Meets
	Notes

	Student’s response answers the question. 
	
	Could have been a response to any question. Not clear which question student answers.

	Student shares details and information from story/writing process.
	
	Sprinkler and character named Sam

	Student speaks in an audible and clear voice.
	
	Could hear student easily.

	Student speaks in complete sentences.
	
	Incomplete thought
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