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 Performance Task
My Weather Story: An Imaginary Weather Narrative

In this performance task, students write an imaginary narrative about a character’s experience with the weather, using The Snowy Day by Ezra Jack Keats as a mentor text. Students’ narratives reflect how the weather affects the choices the character makes about what to wear and what to do. Students use group notes, puppets, and oral planning as scaffolding to illustrating and writing their stories. They also revise, edit, and practice reading their original narratives in preparation for sharing them with families and friends during the end of module celebration: a Weather Expo. This task addresses CCSS ELA W.K.3, W.K.5, L.K.1a, L.K.2a, L.K.2c, L.K.2d, and L.K.6.
Unit 1 Assessment

Independent Writing about Weather

This assessment centers on CCSS ELA W.K.2, L.K.1f, and L.K.6. In this assessment, students create a weather fact page. The fact page includes a drawing of weather and a sentence telling a fact about weather. Students should experience the assessment as a typical lesson.

Assessment Checklists

Throughout this unit, teachers use the Speaking and Listening Checklist to gather data on students’ progress toward SL.K.1, SL.K.4, and SL.K.6. In addition, use the Reading Informational Text Checklist to track students’ progress toward RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.4, RI.K.5, and RI.K.6. As students complete their Meteorologist’s notebooks, use the Informational Writing Checklist to assess progress toward W.K.2, L.K.1f, and L.K.6.

Unit 2 Assessment

Identifying Story Elements in One Hot Summer Day
This assessment focuses on students’ comprehension of literary text read aloud. It centers on CCSS ELA RL.K.3, W.K.8, and L.K.6. In this assessment, students listen to and answer questions about the basic story elements in One Hot Summer Day by Nina Crews. Students use words and pictures to demonstrate understanding of character, setting, and major events and record their ideas on a storyboard graphic organizer. The assessment follows a similar sequence of reading, speaking and listening, and writing as in previous lessons but involves less teacher support in order to measure students’ independent progress toward the above standards.

At the beginning of the unit, teachers use the Reading Informational Text Checklist to track students’ reading comprehension, specifically progress toward RI.K.1, RI.K.2, and RI.K.4. During the second half of the unit, teachers use the Reading Literature Checklist to gather data on students’ progress toward RL.K.1, RL.K.2, RL.K.3, RL.K.4, and RL.K.7.

Assessment Checklists

At the beginning of the unit, teachers use the Reading Informational Text Checklist to track student progress toward RI.K.1, RI.K.2, and RI.K.4. During the second half of the unit, teachers use the Reading Literature Checklist to gather data on students’ progress toward RL.K.1, RL.K.2, RL.K.3, RL.K.4, and RL.K.7.

Unit 3 Assessment

Reflecting on My Weather Story

This assessment centers on CCSS ELA SL.K.4, SL.K.6, L.K.1, and L.K.6. Students participate in a small group structured conversation facilitated by the teacher, responding to a series of reflective questions about the process of writing their narrative weather stories (the performance task). This structured conversation assesses students’ ability to respond to a specific question by adding details and relevant information and to speak audibly and clearly, using complete sentences. Students may use sentence frames to support their speaking. In addition to speaking, this assessment also requires students to demonstrate careful listening skills to ensure they answer the questions the teacher poses.

This assessment also serves as scaffolding toward and authentic practice for the module celebration: a Weather Expo. During the Weather Expo, classroom visitors ask students the same reflective questions that the teacher posed during this assessment.

Assessment Checklists

Throughout this unit, teachers use the Speaking and Listening Checklist to gather data on students’ progress toward SL.K.4 and SL.K.6. Teachers also use the My Weather Story booklet and the Narrative Writing Checklist to track students’ progress toward W.K.3, W.K.5, L.K.1a, L.K.2a, L.K.2c, L.K.2d, and LK.6 as they complete the performance task.

Assessment Checklists

The following checklists are designed to help track students’ progress toward a variety of standards over the course of this module. These formative assessment opportunities are noted throughout the module lessons. This module includes a Speaking and Listening Checklist, a Reading Informational Text Checklist, a Reading Literature Checklist, an Informational Writing Checklist, and a Narrative Writing Checklist.

Speaking and Listening Checklist

This module focuses primarily on SL.K.1, SL.K.4, SL.K.5, and SL.K.6. Use the Speaking and Listening Checklist to assess students on these standards.

	Module 2 Speaking and Listening Checklist

	Student Name
	SL.K.1

Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
	SL.K.4

Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and support, provide additional detail.
	SL.K.5

Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide additional detail.
	SL.K.6

Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.
	Teacher Comments

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Reading Informational Text Checklist

This module focuses primarily on RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.4, RI.K.5, and RI.K.6. Focus on reading informational standards starts in Unit 1 of this module and continues into the first part of Unit 2. This checklist can be used to track progress and adjust instruction to meet the needs of students throughout the module.

	Module 2 Reading Informational Text Checklist

	Student Name
	RI.K.1

With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
	RI.K.2

With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.
	RI.K.4

With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text.
	RI.K.5

Identify the front cover, back cover, and title page of a book.
	RI.K.6

Name the author and illustrator of a text and define the role of each in presenting the ideas or information in a text.
	Teacher Comments

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Reading Literature Checklist

This module focuses primarily on RL.K.1, RL.K.2, RL.K.3, RL.K.4, and RL.K.7. Focus on reading literature standards starts in Unit 2 of this module and is formally assessed in the Unit 2 Assessment. This checklist can be used to track progress and adjust instruction to meet the needs of students throughout Unit 2.

	Module 2 Reading Literature Checklist

	Student Name
	RL.K.1

With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
	RL.K.2

With prompting and support, retell familiar stories, including key details.
	RL.K.3

With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a story.
	RL.K.4

Ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text.
	RL.K.7

With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the story in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story an illustration depicts).
	Teacher Comments

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Informational Writing Checklist

This checklist focuses on W.K.2 but also includes language standards that can be taught, reviewed, or monitored along with explanatory writing tasks. Use this checklist to track students’ progress with informative/explanatory writing throughout the module.

	Module 2 Informational Writing Checklist

	STUDENT INITIALS:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	W.K.2 Uses a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to

	Name what he or she is writing about
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Supply some information about the topic (using evidence from sources)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Show a solid understanding of content
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CONVENTIONS

	L.K.1f Produces and expands complete sentences in shared language activities 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	L.K.2a Capitalizes the first word in a sentence and the pronoun I 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	L.K.2b Begins to use end punctuation
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	L.K.2c Writes a letter or letters for most consonant and short-vowel sounds
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	L.K.2d Spells simple words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of sound-letter relationships
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	L.K.6 Uses words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Narrative Writing Checklist

This checklist focuses on W.K.3 but also includes language standards that can be taught, reviewed, or monitored along with narrative writing tasks. Use this checklist to track students’ progress with narrative writing throughout Unit 3.

	Module 2 Narrative Writing Checklist

	STUDENT INITIALS:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	W.K.3 Uses a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to

	Name what he or she is writing about
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Supply some information about the topic (using evidence from sources)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Show a solid understanding of content
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	With guidance and support from adults, respond to questions and suggestions from peers and add details to strengthen writing as needed
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CONVENTIONS

	L.K.1a Prints many upper- and lowercase letters
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	L.K.2c Writes a letter or letters for most consonant and short-vowel sounds (phonemes)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	L.K.2d Spells simple words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of sound-letter relationships
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	L.K.6 Uses words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts
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