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Unit 1 Assessment:
Independent Writing about Weather

(For Teacher Reference)
Independent Writing about Weather
This assessment centers on CCSS ELA W.K.2, L.K.1f, and L.K.6. In this assessment, students create a weather fact page. The fact page includes a drawing of weather and a sentence telling a fact about weather.

CCSS Assessed:
· W.K.2: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic.

· L.K.1f: Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities.

· L.K.6: Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts.

Assessment Directions:
The assessment is administered in Unit 1, Lesson 12.
1. Tell students that today they will draw and write another fact page. This page will include words and pictures to teach their reader a fact about weather.

2. Using the displayed Unit 1 Assessment: Writing a Weather Fact, model how to draw a picture of the fact.

3. Direct students’ attention to the Unit 1 Assessment: Writing a Weather Fact, clipboards, and pencils already at their workspaces and invite students to draw and label pictures to show the information for their own weather fact.

4. Circulate to assist students with drawing and labeling, prompting them to refer to the Sun Facts chart, Cloud Facts chart, Rainbow Facts chart, Planning for the Weather chart, and Weather Word Wall as resources.

5. Refocus whole group.

6. Direct students’ attention back to the displayed Unit 1 Assessment: Writing a Weather Fact. Model how to add a weather fact below your picture.

7. Invite students to turn to an elbow partner and use the pictures they drew to orally compose a fact.

8. Direct students’ attention back to their Unit 1 Assessment: Writing a Weather Fact, and invite them to write a sentence at the bottom of the page. Remind them that they are using words to show the fact that they have already put in their drawings.

9. Collect Unit 1 Assessments and use the Unit 1 Assessment Rubric to evaluate their progress. Refer to the Unit 1 Assessment Sample Responses as a reference.

Unit 1 Assessment: Writing a Weather Fact

Name: ____________________________Date: _____________
Weather fact:

	Draw a picture to show a fact about weather.


Use words to write a fact about weather.

	

	

	

	


Unit 1 Assessment: Writing a Weather Fact

Informational Writing Rubric

(For Teacher Reference)
Note to Teachers: Students’ facts will vary. Use these criteria to evaluate their progress toward the following standards:

W.K.2: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic.

L.K.1f: Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities.

L.K.6: Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts.
	Beginning: Student meets one or no criteria.

Developing: Student meets two or three criteria. (This may mean that the student is Proficient in one standard and Beginning in another.)

Proficient: Student meets all criteria.

Advanced: Student exceeds all criteria.

	Criteria
	Meets
	Notes

	The writing and illustration are about the topic (weather).
	
	

	The written fact includes details from the text that was shared.
	
	

	Criteria
	Meets
	Notes

	The illustration includes details from the text that was shared.
	
	

	Student wrote the fact independently or with support from an adult/peer. (Either one will meet this standard, but it is important to note which students are writing with greater independence.)
	
	

	The fact is written as a complete thought (subject and predicate).*
	
	


*Progress toward this standard is NOT affected by students’ spelling or use of conventions.

Unit 1 Assessment: Writing a Weather Fact
Assessment Sample Proficient Response

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

Writing prompt: “What do you know about weather? Using pictures and words, show one fact you know about weather.”

Sample Proficient response: “Rain is one kind of weather. When it rains it is very wet.”
	Beginning: Student meets one or no criteria.

Developing: Student meets two or three criteria. (This may mean that the student is Proficient in one standard and Beginning in another.)

Proficient: Student meets all criteria.

Advanced: Student exceeds all criteria.

	Criteria
	Meets
	Notes

	Student’s writing addresses the focus question.
	(
	

	The written fact includes details from the texts or photographs that were shared.
	(
	

	Student wrote the fact independently or with support from an adult/peer. (Either one will meet this standard, but it is important to note which students are writing with greater independence.)
	(
	Written independently. Student used Wind chart to spell “rain.”

	The fact is written in a complete sentence (subject and predicate).*
	(
	


*Progress toward this standard is NOT affected by students’ spelling or use of conventions.

**Writing of weather facts also demonstrates some progress toward W.1.2 (this standard will be fully assessed in Unit 3).

Unit 1 Assessment: Writing a Weather Fact

Assessment Sample Responses
(For Teacher Reference)
Writing prompt: “What do you know about weather? Using pictures and words, show one fact you know about weather.”

Sample Beginning response: rain
This response is at a Beginning level because it is an incomplete sentence, does not address the focus question, and does not include details. However, the student did write the word independently.

Sample Developing response: I like rain.
This response is Developing because it meets only two of the criteria: complete sentence and written independently. However, the student does not address the focus question, nor does the student use details from texts and pictures presented.

Sample Advanced response: Rain is one kind of weather. It falls from the clouds and it is called precipitation.
This response is Advanced because the student met all four criteria and included three details from the texts (rain is one type of weather; it falls from the clouds; it is called precipitation). The student also added specific language from the focus question in the response
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