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Summary of Task

My Weather Story: An Imaginary Weather Narrative
In this performance task, students write an imaginary narrative about a character’s experience with the weather, using The Snowy Day by Ezra Jack Keats as a mentor text. Students’ narratives reflect how the weather affects the choices the character makes about what to wear and what to do. Students use group notes, puppets, and oral planning as scaffolding to illustrating and writing their stories. They also revise, edit, and practice reading their original narratives in preparation for sharing them with families and friends during the end of module celebration: a Weather Expo. This task addresses CCSS ELA W.K.3, W.K.5, L.K.1a, L.K.2a, L.K.2c, L.K.2d, and L.K.6.

Format

Narrative Writing: My Weather Story
The narrative piece of writing tasks students with writing an imaginary weather story. It includes information gathered during Units 1 and 2 about how weather affects people. The narrative writing is compiled in a booklet that includes detailed illustrations on each page, as well as short words and phrases that have been added to sentence frames. The task is scaffolded through the use of puppets, oral storytelling, teacher modeling, and teacher guidance.

Standards Assessed through This Task

· W.K.3: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened.

· L.K.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

a.
Print many upper- and lowercase letters.

· L.K.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

a.
Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the pronoun I.

c.
Write a letter or letters for most consonant and short-vowel sounds (phonemes).

d.
Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of sound-letter relationships.

· L.K.6: Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts.

Student-Friendly Task Invitation/Task Description

Write and illustrate your own imaginary story about a character and the weather. Choose one of the following titles for your story:

· “The Very Snowy Day”

· “The Very Rainy Day”

· “The Very Hot Day”

· “The Very Windy Day”

In your My Weather Story booklet, describe:

· What the weather was like (use your weather words)

· What the character chose to wear

· Some things the character chose to do

· How the character felt about the weather

You will share your story with family and friends at our Weather Expo!
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 Key Criteria for Success (Aligned with CCSS ELA)

Below are key criteria students need to address when completing this task. Specific lessons during the module build in opportunities for students to understand the criteria.
Students’ narrative piece detailing a weather story should include:
· What the weather was (use weather words)

· What the character chose to wear

· Some things the character chose to do

· How the character felt about the weather

· An illustration that matches the words and includes weather details

Options for Students

· Students create a weather fact page at the back of their story booklet. For example, if the student’s story is titled “The Very Rainy Day,” he or she may include scientific facts about rain on the back page of the story booklet.

· Students work with a partner to assist as they plan and work on their writing, but the final piece will be an individual’s product.

· Student writing could be various lengths. Students may have their sentences dictated, write using labels, or write a sentence or multiple sentences.

· Differentiate support for students who may be in different places with inventive spelling.

· Students could present their informative writing to another class as practice for presenting to their classroom visitors.

Options for Teachers

· Students may present their projects to their own class, to other classes in the school, or to parents or other adults.

· Student writing could be captured through oral dictation.

· Consider videotaping students reading their stories to share with family members who are unable to attend the Weather Expo.

Central Text and Informational Texts

· Keats, Ezra Jack. The Snowy Day. New York: Puffin Books, 1976. Print.

My Weather Story Booklet

(From Unit 3, Lesson 2) 
Cover Page

	


The Very
___________________________________________ Day
By: ___________________________________________

Page 1

	


One morning ________________________ woke up and looked out the window.
It was going to be a ___________________________ day.

Page 2

	


	

	


Page 3

	


	

	


Page 4

	


	

	


Page 5

	


_______________________________ felt ________________________________________ after
playing in the _____________________________________________________________ all day.

Page 6

	


Then __________________________ went home.

Character Puppet Template
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Peer Feedback Anchor Chart

(For Teacher Reference)
W.K.5

When we give feedback, we are:

· Kind

· Specific

· Helpful

Narrative Writing Checklist

W.K.3, W.K.5, L.K.1a, L.K.2a, L.K.2c, L.K.2d, LK.6
This checklist focuses on W.K.3 but also includes language standards that can be taught, reviewed, or monitored along with narrative writing tasks. Use this checklist to track students’ progress with narrative writing as they complete the performance task.

	Module 2 Narrative Writing Checklist

	STUDENT INITIALS:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	W.K.3.: Uses a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to

	Name what he or she is writing

about
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Supply some information about the topic (using evidence from sources)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Show a solid understanding of content
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	With guidance and support from adults, respond to questions and suggestions from peers and add details to strengthen writing as needed
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CONVENTIONS

	L.K.1a

Print many upper- and lowercase letters
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	L.K.2c

Write a letter or letters for most consonant and short-vowel sounds (phonemes).
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	L.K.2d

Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of sound-letter relationships
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	L.K.6

Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts
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