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End-of-Unit 2 Assessment: Analyzing Point of 
View in a Literary Text

(For Teacher Reference)
This assessment centers on CCSS ELA RL.5.1, RL.5.6, and L.5.3b. In this assessment, students analyze how the point of view of a speaker in a poem influences how he describes the events and write a short constructed response. They also compare the variety of English with another poem from a previous lesson.

CCSS Addressed:

· RL.5.1: Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

· RL.5.6: Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described.

· L.5.3: Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.

b.
Compare and contrast the varieties of English (e.g., dialects, registers) used in stories, dramas, or poems.

End-of-Unit 2 Assessment: Analyzing Point of View in a Literary Text

(For Teacher Reference)

Directions: Watch the multimedia presentation of the poem “Job,” about life after the devastating earthquake in Haiti in 2010, again. Then answer the questions below. You may watch the video as many times as you need to. You may also read the printed excerpt of the poem below.
Excerpt from “Job” by Kwame Dawes

This is a home,
this is a shelter,
these walls, shaken,
the lines of jagged
cracks, the split
at the ceiling
that lets in light
and rain—this is
my comfort, here,
deep in the catacombs
of Port-au-Prince,
shaded by a giant
breadfruit tree
with its fragile
branches, its bounty;
here where the yard
is cluttered with trash,
drying leaves, and
broken bricks
salvaged from the ruins
dumped here for use,
they keep saying,
later—they being
those searching
through the broken
houses for paper,
and if truth be told,
money, bread, pots,
clothes and an answer
to our calling of her
name. This is home,
where I pray each
night …
“Job” by Kwame Dawes. From Voices of Haiti. © 2011 The Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting. Used by permission. https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=3&v=iJWr0JwlO_U
1. Part A. What is the point of view in this poem? Underline the correct answer. (RL.5.6)
A. first person
B. second person
C. third person limited
D. third person omniscient
Part B. What clues in the text helped you determine the point of view? Use evidence from the poem to support your answer. (RL.5.1, RL.5.6)

Sample student response: the use of “my” in “this is my comfort” and the use of “I” in “This is home, where I pray each night”

2. How does the speaker’s point of view influence the way he describes the effects of the earthquake? Use at least one quote from the text to explain your thinking. (RL.5.6)

Sample student response:

In “Job” by Kwame Dawes, the speaker describes his home after the 2010 earthquake in Haiti. He describes how it has cracks in the wall and ceiling, and there is rubble all around. The speaker lived through the earthquake, so his description is very personal. Where other people might see a crumbling, unsafe building, he still sees his home. Even though his house is now falling apart and rain comes in through cracks, the speaker still thinks of this place as his home. When describing his crumbling house, he says, “this is my comfort, here.”

3. Your teacher is going to replay the beginning of the video “Katrina: Don’t Let Her Go.” Listen carefully to the variety of English spoken. Then answer the questions below.
a. In “Katrina: Don’t Let Her Go,” the speaker sometimes uses a local variety of English to help the reader understand that he lived in New Orleans and actually experienced the events in the hurricane. Which phrase from the poem is an example of this? Underline the best answer. (RL.5.1, L.5.3b)
A. “I got the Rain in my veins …”
B. “… the music in my ears, and the mold in my soul”
C. “… serenade her, recite her a poem”
D. “And you can stop the flow …”
b. In “Job,” the speaker often uses a classical (old-fashioned) variety of English to show that what has happened to him has also happened to people in other times and places. Which phrase from the poem is an example of this? Underline the best answer. (RL.5.1, L.5.3b)
A. “May you wake me before the next cataclysm”
B. “the yard is cluttered with trash, drying leaves, and broken bricks”
C. “dumped here for use”
D. “the split at the ceiling that lets in light”

c. What is one similarity OR one difference in the varieties of English used in “Katrina: Don’t Let Her Go” and “Job”? Be sure to use an example from each poem to explain your thinking. (RL.5.1, L.5.3b)
Note: There is no particular terminology that students need to use in answering this question. Any valid similarity or difference, supported by an example from each poem, is considered a correct response.
Sample student response:
In the first line of his poem “Katrina: Don’t Let Her Go,” the speaker uses a variety of English that I often hear today. He says, “I got the Rain in my veins.…” The speaker in “Job” uses a variety of English I have only heard in old-fashioned books and poems. For example, he says, “and an answer to our calling of her name.”
End-of-Unit 2 Assessment: Analyzing Point of 
View in a Literary Text

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Directions: Watch the multimedia presentation of the poem “Job,” about life after the devastating earthquake in Haiti in 2010, again. Then answer the questions below. You may watch the video as many times as you need to. You may also read the printed excerpt of the poem below.
Excerpt from “Job” by Kwame Dawes

This is a home,
this is a shelter,
these walls, shaken,
the lines of jagged
cracks, the split
at the ceiling
that lets in light
and rain—this is
my comfort, here,
deep in the catacombs
of Port-au-Prince,
shaded by a giant
breadfruit tree
with its fragile
branches, its bounty;
here where the yard
is cluttered with trash,
drying leaves, and
broken bricks
salvaged from the ruins
dumped here for use,
they keep saying,
later—they being
those searching
through the broken
houses for paper,
and if truth be told,
money, bread, pots,
clothes and an answer
to our calling of her
name. This is home,
where I pray each
night …

“Job” by Kwame Dawes. From Voices of Haiti. © 2011 The Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting. Used by permission. https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=3&v=iJWr0JwlO_U
1. Part A. What is the point of view in this poem? Underline the correct answer. (RL.5.6)
A. first person
B. second person
C. third person limited
D. third person omniscient
Part B. What clues in the text helped you determine the point of view? Use evidence from the poem to support your answer. (RL.5.1, RL.5.6)
	

	

	


2. How does the speaker’s point of view influence the way he describes the effects of the earthquake? Use at least one quote from the text to explain your thinking. (RL.5.6)
	

	

	


3. Your teacher is going to replay the beginning of the video “Katrina: Don’t Let Her Go.” Listen carefully to the variety of English spoken. Then answer the questions below.
a. In “Katrina: Don’t Let Her Go,” the speaker sometimes uses a local variety of English to help the reader understand that he lived in New Orleans and actually experienced the events in the hurricane. Which phrase from the poem is an example of this? Underline the best answer. (RL.5.1, L.5.3b)
A. “I got the Rain in my veins …”
B. “… the music in my ears, and the mold in my soul”
C. “… serenade her, recite her a poem”
D. “And you can stop the flow …”
b. In “Job,” the speaker often uses a classical (old-fashioned) variety of English to show that what has happened to him has also happened to people in other times and places. Which phrase from the poem is an example of this? Underline the best answer. (RL.5.1, L.5.3b)
A. “May you wake me before the next cataclysm”
B. “the yard is cluttered with trash, drying leaves, and broken bricks”
C. “dumped here for use”
D. “the split at the ceiling that lets in light”
c. What is one similarity OR one difference in the varieties of English used in “Katrina: Don’t Let Her Go” and “Job”? Be sure to use an example from each poem to explain your thinking. (RL.5.1, L.5.3b)
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


[image: image1.emf]
Language Arts Curriculum





MODULE LESSONS


Grade 5: Module 4: Unit 2


The Impact of Natural Disasters — End-of-Unit Assessment








© 2016 EL Education Inc.

Except where otherwise noted, EL Education’s Language Arts Curriculum is published under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) License. To view a copy of this license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

Licensed third party content noted as such in this curriculum is the property of the respective copyright owner and not subject to the CC BY 4.0 License. Responsibility for securing any necessary permissions as to such third party content rests with parties desiring to use such content. For example, certain third party content may not be reproduced or distributed (outside the scope of fair use) without additional permissions from the content owner and it is the responsibility of the person seeking to reproduce or distribute this curriculum to either secure those permissions or remove the applicable content before reproduction or distribution.

	[image: image2.emf]
	| Language Arts Curriculum
	11



