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End-of-Unit 3 Assessment: Writing an Opinion Essay: 
Personal Items for my Emergency Preparedness Kit

(For Teacher Reference)
This assessment centers on CCSS ELA W.5.1, W.5.4, W.5.5, W.5.6, and L.5.2e and tasks students with writing an on-demand opinion essay in which they choose two personal items to include in an emergency preparedness kit for their own families and explain the reasons for choosing each. They use technology to produce, revise, edit, and publish their writing.

CCSS Addressed:

· W.5.1: Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.

a. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which ideas are logically grouped to support the writer’s purpose.

b. Provide logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts and details.

c. Link opinion and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses 
(e.g., consequently, specifically).

d. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented.

· W.5.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

· W.5.5: With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.

· W.5.6: With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of two pages in a single sitting.

· L.5.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

End-of-Unit 3 Assessment: Writing an Opinion Essay: Personal Items for my Emergency Preparedness Kit

(For Teacher Reference)

Writing an Opinion Essay
Task: You are going to put together an emergency preparedness kit for your family to use during a natural disaster. You have already determined the practical supplies you are going to include. Now you are going to think and write about the personal items you would include for entertainment and/or comfort.

Directions: Which two personal items would be best to include in your kit and why? Write an essay explaining which two personal items you would choose for your family emergency preparedness kit for entertainment and/or comfort. Be sure to explain your reasons for your choices. Other students will read your essay to help them decide which personal items they might pack in their own emergency preparedness kits. Remember that the kit cannot be too big or heavy and that it has to serve your entire family. The items you choose should function without electricity, as power may be out for some time after a natural disaster.

Peer Critique and Revision: When you have finished your essay, you are going to work with someone to do a peer critique. When revising your work, you will use the suggestion/track changes function to show your revisions, or a green pen to make your revisions.

REMEMBER: A well-written opinion text:

· Gives the reader the information needed to understand the topic and clearly states the opinion
· Gives reasons for the opinion that are supported by facts and details
· Clearly connects the opinion and reasons using linking words and phrases
· Follows rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar)
Now, begin work on your essay. Manage your time carefully so that you can:
1. Plan your essay.
2. Draft your essay.
3. Use the Opinion Writing Checklist to be sure your essay meets all the criteria.
End-of-Unit 3 Assessment: Writing an Opinion Essay: 
Personal Items for My Emergency Preparedness Kit

(Sample Proficient Response: Scorepoint 3, for Teacher Reference)
Use all rows on the Opinion Writing: Grade 5 Rubric (see Module 1 Appendix) and the sample response below to assess the final draft of the student writing.
	
	

	It’s important for families to be prepared in the event of a natural disaster. An emergency preparedness kit should contain all of the things a family will need to survive until help arrives. In addition to practical items, it is helpful to include one or two personal items. These can entertain or provide comfort during this stressful time. In my family emergency preparedness kit, I would include a pack of playing cards and a paperback chapter book.


	Introduces the topic by explaining how personal items might be helpful in the kit

States an opinion about the two best items to include



	I would include a deck of playing cards because they come in a small package and there are many games that can be played with one deck. Everyone would be able to play at once, and there are so many games to choose from. Even my little sister, who is only five years old, can play some easy games. You can also build things like towers and houses with a deck of playing cards, which would keep us entertained for a very long time. We have a deck of cards that have a photograph of our family on vacation on the back. It was given to us as a gift last Christmas. I think if we chose those cards, they may bring us some comfort by keeping us busy and reminding us of better times.


	Organized logically, introducing each choice in a separate body paragraph and supporting the choice with reasons

Links opinion and reasons using words like “which,” “by,” and “if” that explain why cards are a good choice

	In addition to playing cards, I would also include a paperback chapter book. For example, I might put in a copy of Esperanza Rising that my mom, my dad, and I could take turns reading aloud to everyone. Hopefully, listening would distract us from the worry of the natural disaster, and since it is a chapter book, it would take us a long time to read it. Some paperback chapter books are quite small and aren’t very heavy, so it wouldn’t take up too much space in the kit. Books can be inspiring and get people through tough times, so I would include one in my pack.


	Provides logically ordered reasons that are supported by details

	There are many other personal items that I considered for the emergency preparedness kit, such as a stuffed animal or a photograph album. But, in my opinion, a pack of playing cards and a paperback chapter book would be best. Both would provide us with hours of entertainment, and they wouldn’t take up too much of the space we need for the practical survival items in the kit.

	Provides a concluding section that repeats the opinion and briefly summarizes the reasons for choosing both items


End-of-Unit 3 Assessment: Writing an Opinion Essay: 
Personal Items for my Emergency Preparedness Kit

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Writing an Opinion Essay
Task: You are going to put together an emergency preparedness kit for your family to use during a natural disaster. You have already determined the practical supplies you are going to include. Now you are going to think and write about the personal items you would include for entertainment and/or comfort.
Directions: Which two personal items would be best to include in your kit and why? Write an essay explaining which two personal items you would choose for your family emergency preparedness kit for entertainment and/or comfort. Be sure to explain your reasons for your choices. Other students will read your essay to help them decide which personal items they might pack in their own emergency preparedness kits. Remember that the kit cannot be too big or heavy and that it has to serve your entire family. The items you choose should function without electricity, as power may be out for some time after a natural disaster.
Peer Critique and Revision: When you have finished your essay, you are going to work with someone to do a peer critique. When revising your work, you will use the suggestion/track changes function to show your revisions, or a green pen to make your revisions.
REMEMBER: A well-written opinion text:

· Gives the reader the information needed to understand the topic and clearly states the opinion
· Gives reasons for the opinion that are supported by facts and details
· Clearly connects the opinion and reasons using linking words and phrases
· Follows rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar)

Now, begin work on your essay. Manage your time carefully so that you can:
1. Plan your essay.
2. Draft your essay.
3. Use the Opinion Writing Checklist to be sure your essay meets all the criteria.[image: image1.emf]
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