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Mid-Unit 2 Assessment: Analyzing the 
Contribution of Multimedia

(For Teacher Reference)
This assessment centers on CCSS ELA RL.5.1, RL.5.2, RL.5.4, RL.5.7, RF.5.4, L.5.4a, and L.5.5c and has two parts. In Part I, students read an excerpt of a new poem about the aftermath of a natural disaster aloud for fluency and summarize the text. In Part II, they watch a multimedia video of the same poem and read it to answer selected response and short constructed response questions about the theme and the meaning of unfamiliar words and phrases. They also analyze how the multimedia on the video contributes to the meaning, tone, and beauty of the poem.

CCSS Addressed:

· RL.5.1: Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

· RL.5.2: Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.

· RL.5.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative language such as metaphors and similes.

· RL.5.7: Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia presentation of fiction, folktale, myth, poem).

· RF.5.4: Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.

a. Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding.

b. Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings.

c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary.

· L.5.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

a. Use context (e.g., cause/effect relationships and comparisons in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

· L.5.5: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

c. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonyms, antonyms, homographs) to better understand each of the words.

Mid-Unit 2 Assessment, Part I: Analyzing the 
Contribution of Multimedia

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
Part I: Reading Fluency

Note: Record your observations on the Reading Fluency Checklist on the next page. Then, ask students for a brief oral summary at the end of the excerpt.

Directions: Throughout this unit, you have been reading stories and poems about the effect that a natural disaster can have on the people who experience it. In this assessment, you are going to read a new poem called “Job” by Kwame Dawes. It was written shortly after the hurricane struck Port-au-Prince, Haiti, in 2010. (RF.5.4, RL.5.2)
First, read the information in the box below with your teacher. This will help you better understand the title of the poem. Then read the excerpt from the poem once, silently, to prepare to read it aloud.

Your teacher will tell you when you should begin reading aloud. Remember the criteria you recorded on the Fluent Readers Do These Things anchor chart as you read with accuracy and expression.

	Who is Job?

Job is a figure in several religions, including Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Job is a good man who experiences many terrible disasters that take away everything important to him, including his health, his family, and his property. In the story of Job in the Bible, he struggles to understand why so many bad things have happened to him and begins to look for solutions to his problems.


Excerpt from “Job” by Kwame Dawes
This is a home,

this is a shelter,

these walls, shaken,

the lines of jagged

cracks, the split

at the ceiling

that lets in light

and rain—this is

my comfort, here,

deep in the catacombs

of Port-au-Prince,

shaded by a giant

breadfruit tree

with its fragile

branches, its bounty;

here where the yard

is cluttered with trash,

drying leaves, and

broken bricks

salvaged from the ruins

dumped here for use,

they keep saying,

later—they being

those searching

through the broken

houses for paper,

and if truth be told,

money, bread, pots,

clothes and an answer

to our calling of her

name. This is home,

where I pray each

night …

“Job” by Kwame Dawes. From Voices of Haiti. © 2011 The Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting. Used by permission. https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=3&v=iJWr0JwlO_U
115 words (Appropriate reading rates will vary; this excerpt was read fluently in the multimedia presentation in approximately 1 minute, 30 seconds.)

In two or three sentences, briefly summarize what you have read. Be sure your summary includes:

· A brief outline of what the excerpt from the poem is about

· A possible theme (the point or message the author wants you to take away) of the poem

Sample student response: The poem is about a man looking at his home, destroyed by a hurricane. He looks at the damage and the rubble but still finds some comfort and beauty there. One possible theme of the poem is that “home” is more than just a house, and we all need a place to call home.

Mid-Unit 2 Assessment, Part I: Reading Fluency Checklist

(For Teacher Reference)
	Student Name:
	Grade:

Date:

	CCSS
	Criteria
	4
	3
	2
	1
	Notes

	
	Fluency
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4a
	Reads on-level text with purpose and understanding
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4b
	Reads with 99–100% accuracy
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4c
	Uses context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4b
	Reads at a rate that is appropriate for the piece
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4b
	Reading flows smoothly, without many breaks.
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4b
	Reads groups of related words and phrases together
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4b
	Notices and reads punctuation (e.g., pauses after a comma; questions sound like questions)
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4b
	(For prose or poetry) Tone expresses the author’s meaning (e.g., surprise, grief, anger, joy, etc.).
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4b
	(For prose or poetry) Facial expressions and body language match expression in voice.
	
	
	
	
	


Mid-Unit 2 Assessment, Part II: Analyzing the 
Contribution of Multimedia

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
Part II: Analyzing the Contribution of Multimedia

Directions: You are going to watch the multimedia presentation of a poem called “Job” written about life after the devastating earthquake in Haiti in 2010.

First, read the information about the biblical figure Job in the box below. Then, watch the multimedia presentation and answer the questions on the next page. You may watch the video as many times as you need to. You may also read the printed excerpt of the poem below.
	Who is Job?

Job is a figure in several religions, including Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Job is a good man who experiences many terrible disasters that take away everything important to him, including his health, his family, and his property. In the story of Job in the Bible, he struggles to understand why so many bad things have happened to him and begins to look for solutions to his problems.


Excerpt from “Job” by Kwame Dawes

This is a home,
this is a shelter,
these walls, shaken,
the lines of jagged
cracks, the split
at the ceiling
that lets in light
and rain—this is
my comfort, here,
deep in the catacombs
of Port-au-Prince,
shaded by a giant
breadfruit tree
with its fragile
branches, its bounty;
here where the yard
is cluttered with trash,
drying leaves, and
broken bricks
salvaged from the ruins
dumped here for use,
they keep saying,
later—they being
those searching
through the broken
houses for paper,
and if truth be told,

money, bread, pots,

clothes and an answer

to our calling of her

name. This is home,

where I pray each

night …

“Job” by Kwame Dawes. From Voices of Haiti. © 2011 The Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting. Used by permission. https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=3&v=iJWr0JwlO_U
1. Read this quote from the poem:

“shaded by a giant breadfruit tree”

a. Shaded is a homograph, part of a group or pair of words that are spelled the same way but have different meanings. What are two different meanings of the word shaded? (L.5.5c)

Sample student responses:

	Word
	Definition

	shaded
	screened from direct light

	shaded
	colored in


b. What are some synonyms and antonyms of the word shaded as it is used in Part A? (L.5.5c)

	Synonym
	Sample student responses: covered, protected, sheltered

	Antonym
	Sample student responses: exposed, uncovered, unprotected


c. From the context and the photographs in the video, what do you think cluttered means? (RL.5.4, L.5.4a)

Sample student response: crowded, untidy
2. Part A: What is one possible theme of the poem? Underline the best answer. (RL.5.2)

A. Lost people can be found.

B. Nothing matters more than survival.

C. Family comes first.

D. Even if it is damaged, home is where we find comfort.
3. Part B: Which line from the story best supports your answer to Part A? Underline the best answer. (RL.5.1, RL.5.2)

A. “here where the yard is cluttered with trash”

B. “and if truth be told, money, bread, pots, clothes and an answer to our calling of her name.”

C. “this is my comfort, here”
D. “and broken bricks salvaged from the ruins”
4. What does the poet reflect on? (RL.5.2)

Sample student response: The poem reflects on the destruction of the poet’s home caused by the earthquake in Port-au-Prince.
5. What does the poet think about the destruction of his home? Support your response with evidence from the poem or the video. (RL.5.2)

Sample student response: The poet feels that, even though it has been destroyed, this place is still his home. He talks about the cracked walls and yard cluttered with trash, but he still says, “this is my comfort, here.”

6. Which statement best describes the pictures shown in the video? Underline the best answer. (RL.5.7)

A. buildings rebuilt after a natural disaster

B. damaged homes and buildings after a natural disaster
C. people celebrating having survived

D. people helping each other after a natural disaster
7. How do the visuals in the “Job” video contribute to the meaning, tone, and beauty of the text? Choose part of the text and complete the chart below. Then write a short constructed response to express your thinking. (RL.5.7)
Sample student responses:
	Visual artist: Andre Lambertson

	Phrase/Line from Text
	Meaning
	Tone
	Beauty

	
	What do the words mean?

How do the visual and multimedia elements of the video contribute to the meaning of the words?
	(Attitude of author)

What attitude is the author communicating about this event?

How does the video help you to understand this tone?
	What is beautiful about the words?

How does the video help you to understand this beauty?

	“This is a home, this is a shelter, these walls, shaken, the lines of jagged cracks, the split at the ceiling that lets in light and rain—this is my comfort”
	Words: The place he is talking about is his home and shelter, even though it is falling down.

Video: Images show what the words are describing. They help us understand how badly his home has been damaged.

Video: Sad music emphasizes that he is in a bad situation.
	Words: The tone is thoughtful and reflective.

Video: People in the images look thoughtful and reflective.

Video: The music matches the sad expressions on the faces of the people and gives the poem a sad and serious tone.

Video: The tone of the poet’s voice is thoughtful and reflective.
	Words: Descriptive language like “jagged cracks” is beautiful.

Video: The images match the words, which makes the experience beautiful in a sad way.


The poetry video “Job” by Kwame Dawes is about the aftermath of the earthquake in Haiti on a man who lives there. Throughout the video, the visual and multimedia elements build a deeper understanding of the meaning. For example, when the poet says, “these walls, shaken, the lines of jagged cracks, the split at the ceiling that lets in light and rain—this is my comfort,” he is talking about is how home is still his comfort, even though it is falling down. The images help us understand how badly his home has been damaged. Sad music also emphasizes that the man is in a bad situation.
The tone of the words is thoughtful and reflective. The video contributes to this because the people in the video look thoughtful and reflective. The tone of the poet’s voice and the music matches the sad expressions on the faces of the people. This helps us understand that the poem is sad and serious. The use of descriptive language, such as “the lines of jagged cracks,” contributes to the beauty of the poem. The images match the words, but they are beautiful in a sad way.

Mid-Unit 2 Assessment, Part I: Analyzing the 
Contribution of Multimedia

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Part I: Reading Fluency
Directions: Throughout this unit, you have been reading stories and poems about the effect that a natural disaster can have on the people who experience it. In this assessment, you are going to read a new poem called “Job” by Kwame Dawes. It was written shortly after the hurricane struck Port-au-Prince, Haiti, in 2010. (RF.5.4, RL.5.2)

First, read the information in the box below with your teacher. This will help you better understand the title of the poem. Then read the excerpt from the poem once, silently, to prepare to read it aloud.

Your teacher will tell you when you should begin reading aloud. Remember the criteria you recorded on the Fluent Readers Do These Things anchor chart as you read with accuracy and expression.
	Who is Job?

Job is a figure in several religions, including Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Job is a good man who experiences many terrible disasters that take away everything important to him, including his health, his family, and his property. In the story of Job in the Bible, he struggles to understand why so many bad things have happened to him and begins to look for solutions to his problems.


Excerpt from “Job” by Kwame Dawes
This is a home,

this is a shelter,

these walls, shaken,

the lines of jagged

cracks, the split

at the ceiling

that lets in light

and rain—this is

my comfort, here,

deep in the catacombs

of Port-au-Prince,

shaded by a giant

breadfruit tree

with its fragile

branches, its bounty;

here where the yard

is cluttered with trash,

drying leaves, and

broken bricks

salvaged from the ruins

dumped here for use,

they keep saying,

later—they being

those searching

through the broken

houses for paper,

and if truth be told,

money, bread, pots,

clothes and an answer

to our calling of her

name. This is home,

where I pray each

night …

“Job” by Kwame Dawes. From Voices of Haiti. © 2011 The Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting. Used by permission. https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=3&v=iJWr0JwlO_U
In two or three sentences, briefly summarize what you have read. Be sure your summary includes:

· A brief outline of what the excerpt from the poem is about

· A possible theme (the point or message the author wants you to take away) of the poem

	

	

	

	

	

	


Mid-Unit 2 Assessment, Part II: Analyzing the 
Contribution of Multimedia

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Part II: Analyzing the Contribution of Multimedia
Directions: You are going to watch the multimedia presentation of a poem called “Job” written about life after the devastating earthquake in Haiti in 2010.
First, read the information about the biblical figure Job in the box below. Then, watch the multimedia presentation and answer the questions on the next page. You may watch the video as many times as you need to. You may also read the printed excerpt of the poem below.
	Who is Job?

Job is a figure in several religions, including Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Job is a good man who experiences many terrible disasters that take away everything important to him, including his health, his family, and his property. In the story of Job in the Bible, he struggles to understand why so many bad things have happened to him and begins to look for solutions to his problems.


Excerpt from “Job” by Kwame Dawes

This is a home,

this is a shelter,

these walls, shaken,

the lines of jagged

cracks, the split

at the ceiling

that lets in light

and rain—this is

my comfort, here,

deep in the catacombs

of Port-au-Prince,

shaded by a giant

breadfruit tree

with its fragile

branches, its bounty;

here where the yard

is cluttered with trash,

drying leaves, and

broken bricks

salvaged from the ruins

dumped here for use,

they keep saying,

later—they being

those searching

through the broken

houses for paper,

and if truth be told,

money, bread, pots,

clothes and an answer

to our calling of her

name. This is home,

where I pray each

night …
“Job” by Kwame Dawes. From Voices of Haiti. © 2011 The Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting. Used by permission. https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=3&v=iJWr0JwlO_U
8. Read this quote from the poem:

“shaded by a giant breadfruit tree”

a. Shaded is a homograph, part of a group or pair of words that are spelled the same way but have different meanings. What are two different meanings of the word shaded? (L.5.5c)

	Word
	Definition

	shaded
	

	shaded
	


b. What are some synonyms and antonyms of the word shaded as it is used in Part A? (L.5.5c)

	Synonym
	

	Antonym
	


c. From the context and the photographs in the video, what do you think cluttered means? (RL.5.4, L.5.4a)
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
9. Part A: What is one possible theme of the poem? Underline the best answer. (RL.5.2)

A. Lost people can be found.

B. Nothing matters more than survival.

C. Family comes first.

D. Even if it is damaged, home is where we find comfort.

10. Part B: Which line from the story best supports your answer to Part A? Underline the best answer. (RL.5.1, RL.5.2)

A. “here where the yard is cluttered with trash”

B. “and if truth be told, money, bread, pots, clothes and an answer to our calling of her name.”

C. “this is my comfort, here”

D. “and broken bricks salvaged from the ruins”

11. What does the poet reflect on? (RL.5.2)
	

	

	


12. What does the poet think about the destruction of his home? Support your response with evidence from the poem or the video. (RL.5.2)
	

	

	

	


13. Which statement best describes the pictures shown in the video? Underline the best answer. (RL.5.7)

A. buildings rebuilt after a natural disaster

B. damaged homes and buildings after a natural disaster

C. people celebrating having survived

D. people helping each other after a natural disaster

14. How do the visuals in the “Job” video contribute to the meaning, tone, and beauty of the text? Choose part of the text and complete the chart on the next page. Then write a short constructed response to express your thinking. (RL.5.7)

	Visual artist:

	Phrase/Line from Text
	Meaning
	Tone
	Beauty

	
	What do the words mean?

How do the visual and multimedia elements of the video contribute to the meaning of the words?
	(Attitude of author)

What attitude is the author communicating about this event?

How does the video help you to understand this tone?
	What is beautiful about the words?

How does the video help you to understand this beauty?

	“This is a home, this is a shelter, these walls, shaken, the lines of jagged cracks, the split at the ceiling that lets in light and rain—this is my comfort”
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