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	Daily Learning Targets


Day 1: 

· I can plan an opinion essay that states what I believe and the reasons I believe it. (W.5.1)

Day 3:

· I can write an opinion essay that states what I believe and the reasons I believe it. (W.5.1)

Student Materials

Day 1:

· Lined paper

Day 3:

· This I Believe essay 

Directions:

Day 1

Your teacher will guide you through the activities on this card.

This week, you will write an opinion essay in response to this prompt:

What is one of your core beliefs? Why do you believe this? What evidence from your life shows that you believe this?

1. Use the space on the following pages to brainstorm at least three potential topics for your essay. 

	I believe …

	I believe this because …

	A specific time that I lived or learned this belief is …


	I believe …

	I believe this because …

	A specific time that I lived or learned this belief is …


	I believe …

	I believe this because …

	A specific time that I lived or learned this belief is …


2. Choose one of the beliefs from step 1 and discuss it with a partner.

Use the sentence frames to help you.

· “I believe—with every fiber of my being—_________.”

· “I learned this belief when I __________.”

· “Because I believe _______, I try to ________. One time in particular, I ______.”

· “My belief guides my actions. For example, ________.”

3. On a piece of paper, create a This I Believe essay pre-writing plan. You may freewrite, jot down notes, or create an outline. To help you get started, 
you can use the sentence starters in step 1 to plan your essay.

Day 3

Prompt: What is one of your core beliefs? Why do you believe this? What evidence from your life shows that you believe this?

1. Discuss what you have written or planned so far in your This I Believe essay with a partner. Use these conversation prompts:
“I was pleased when I wrote _________________ because _______________.”

“It was hard for me to write ________________ because ________________.”

“Something I want to make better is ____________ because ____________.” 

2. Continue writing your This I Believe essay.
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	Daily Learning Targets


Day 1:

· I can create words using roots and affixes. (L.5.4b, L.5.4c)

Day 3:

· I can use an academic vocabulary word in context. (L.5.6)

Student Materials

Day 1:

· Word Scramble Game Board 

· Dictionary 

Day 3:

· Unit 2, Week 2: Word Study and Vocabulary: Teacher-Guided Student Activity Card 

· Dictionary 

Directions:

Day 1 

Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to complete the task.

This week, you will work with the suffixes -ness and -ity.

Word Scramble Game
1. Prepare: 

· Take a Word Scramble Game Board.

· Pair up within your group to read the rules of the game.

· Facilitator: Check that everyone understands how to play.

2. Find words:

· Timekeeper sets 5 minutes on the clock. 

· Work in pairs to make and record as many words as you can.

· Record the words you have made in the table on the next page.

3. Share:

· At the end of 5 minutes, share your words with the rest of the group.

4. Define:

· On your own, choose four words. Write what you think the definition of each word is. Look carefully at the roots and the affixes to help you.

· Use a dictionary to check the definitions.

	Word

(and translation)
	What you think it means
	What it actually means

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


MORE CHALLENGE: 

Use any of the words that you made in a sentence.
	


Day 3 


Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to complete the task.

1. Read your Unit 2, Week 2: Word Study and Vocabulary: Teacher-Guided Student Activity Card to remember the word you studied. Say the word aloud three times. 

2. Find a partner. Practice using that word in sentences. Say two sentences aloud to your partner using the word. Try to use the word with an adjective (true greatness …) and with a verb (achieve greatness …).
3. Write two sentences using that word below. You can write more sentences if you have time:
	

	

	

	

	


4. Practice changing adjectives into nouns by adding -ness on the end. Use adjectives such as happy, sad, bitter, sorrowful, joyful, ridiculous, or your own adjectives. Write at least three words below. Use a dictionary to help you.
	

	


MORE CHALLENGE:

If you have time, write more sentences using other -ness words in your vocabulary log.
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	Unit 2, Week 2, Day 1: Word Scramble Game Board


Directions: Create as many words as you can by joining together words and affixes on the grid.

Tips:

· You will have 5 minutes.

· This will be challenging! Keep trying to make words until the end of the 5 minutes.

· The words and affixes do not need to be next to each other.

· Some words may have a prefix, a root, and a suffix. 
Example: de + struct + ive + ness = destructiveness.
· You can use a dictionary to help you.
	de
	struct
	ment
	ness

	un
	cred
	ible
	ive

	in
	tense
	ity
	able

	atten
	vent
	accept
	empty
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	Daily Learning Targets


Days 1 and 2: 

· I can read my free choice reading text independently for 12 minutes. (RL.5.10/RI.5.10)

Day 3: 

· I can choose and respond to a prompt about my free choice reading text. (RL.5.10/RI.5.10)

Day 4:

· I can listen carefully and ask questions of others about their free choice reading text. (RL.5.2/RI.5.2, RL.5.10/RI.5.10, SL.5.1)

Student Materials

Days 1, 2, and 4:

· Free choice reading text 

· Independent reading journal 

· Vocabulary log 

Day 3:

· Free choice reading text

· Independent reading journal 

· Vocabulary log 

· Independent Reading Prompt Bookmarks (two or three sets per group)

Directions:

Days 1 and 2

Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to complete this task.
1. Read your free choice reading text for 12 minutes.

2. Record your reading in the back of your independent reading journal (date, book title, author, pages read).

3. Record any new vocabulary in your vocabulary log. Be prepared to share vocabulary with your group.

MORE CHALLENGE:
If time permits, continue reading your text.

Day 3

1. Read your free choice reading text independently for 5 minutes.

2. Record your reading in the back of your independent reading journal (date, book title, author, pages read)

3. Record any new vocabulary in your vocabulary log.

4. Choose a reading prompt from one of the Independent Reading Prompt Bookmarks. Remember to choose a prompt carefully—choose one that you can respond to with the text you are reading.

Day 4

Text Share:

1. Timekeeper: Set a 2-minute timer.

2. The facilitator will go first:

· Pass your free choice reading text around for the group to look at.

· Share a summary of the text you have read so far.

· “The main idea of this text is ______. Three details are_______ and _____ and ______.”

· “Right now, __(character)____ wants ______, but __(the problem) __. So ________.”

· Share a review of the text with reasons to justify your review.

· “I think this text is ___(great, boring, exciting, engaging, informative, confusing)______ because _____. An example of this is _________.” 

Group: As the facilitator shares, consider what else you would like to know about that person’s text. Prepare a question about it.

3. Timekeeper: Set a 2-minute timer.

4. Group: Ask him or her questions.

· “When you said _________, what did you mean?”

· “Why did you choose to share _________?”

· “Can you say more about ______?”

· “Can you give an example of ________?”

5. Repeat with each person in the group.
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	Daily Learning Targets


Day 2: 

· I can use a Vocabulary Tree to analyze the meaning of an academic vocabulary word with the suffix -ness. (RF.5.3a, L.5.4b)

Day 4:

· I can use a Vocabulary Tree to analyze the meaning of an academic vocabulary word with the suffix -ity. (RF.5.3a, L.5.4b)

Student Materials

Day 2 and Day 4:

· Affix List 

· Dictionary

Directions:

Day 2 

Your teacher will guide you through the activities on this card. 

“But I do believe—and with every fiber in me—that what I was able to attain came to be because we put behind us (no matter how slowly) the dogmas of the past: to discover the truth of today; and perhaps find the greatness of tomorrow.”

Source: “This I Believe: Free Hearts and Minds at Work”

The word is “greatness.”
1. Use your Affix List. Break down the word into the root and any affixes. Then practice saying the word aloud to a partner. Discuss how the roots and affixes help you understand the meaning of the word.
	Prefix
	Root
	Suffix
	Definition of Affix

	
	
	
	


2. Complete the Vocabulary Tree for the word greatness:
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Day 4 

Your teacher will guide you through the activities on this card.

“I believe in the human race. I believe in the warm heart. I believe in man’s integrity. I believe in the goodness of a free society.”

Source: “This I Believe: Free Minds and Hearts at Work”

The word is “integrity.”
1. Use your Affix List. Break down the word into the root and any affixes. Then practice saying the word aloud to a partner. Discuss how the roots and affixes help you understand the meaning of the word.
	Prefix
	Root
	Suffix
	Definition of Affix

	
	integer—whole, perfect condition
	-ity

	


2. Complete the Vocabulary Tree for the word integrity:
[image: image16.jpg]



	[image: image17.emf]
	Word Study and Vocabulary

	[image: image18.emf]
	Unit 2, Week 2: Teacher-Guided Student Activity Card ((()


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

	[image: image19.png]



	Daily Learning Targets


Day 2: 

· I can use a Vocabulary Tree to analyze the meaning of an academic vocabulary word with the suffix -ness. (RF.5.3a, L.5.4b)

Day 4:

· I can use a Vocabulary Tree to analyze the meaning of an academic vocabulary word with the suffix -ity. (RF.5.3a, L.5.4b)

Student Materials

Day 2 and Day 4:

· Affix List 

· Dictionary

Directions:

Day 2

Your teacher will guide you through the activities on this card. 

“But I do believe—and with every fiber in me—that what I was able to attain came to be because we put behind us (no matter how slowly) the dogmas of the past: to discover the truth of today; and perhaps find the greatness of tomorrow.”

Source: “This I Believe: Free Hearts and Minds at Work”

The word is “greatness.”

1. Use your Affix List. Break down the word into the root and any affixes. Then practice saying the word aloud to a partner. Discuss how the roots and affixes help you understand the meaning of the word.
	Prefix
	Root
	Suffix
	Definition of Affix

	
	
	
	


2. Complete the Vocabulary Tree for the word greatness:
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Day 4 

Your teacher will guide you through the activities on this card.

“I believe in the human race. I believe in the warm heart. I believe in man’s integrity. I believe in the goodness of a free society.”

Source: “This I Believe: Free Minds and Hearts at Work”

The word is “integrity.”
1. Use your Affix List. Break down the word into the root and any affixes. Then practice saying the word aloud to a partner. Discuss how the roots and affixes help you understand the meaning of the word.
	Prefix
	Root
	Suffix
	Definition of Affix

	
	integer—whole, perfect condition
	
	


2. Complete the Vocabulary Tree for the word integrity:
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	Daily Learning Targets


Day 2: 

· I can use a Vocabulary Tree to analyze the meaning of an academic vocabulary word with the suffix -ness. (RF.5.3a, L.5.4b)

Day 4:

· I can use a Vocabulary Tree to analyze the meaning of an academic vocabulary word with the suffix -ity. (RF.5.3a, L.5.4b)

Student Materials

Day 2 and Day 4:

· Affix List 

· Dictionary

Directions:

Day 2 

Your teacher will guide you through the activities on this card. 

“But I do believe—and with every fiber in me—that what I was able to attain came to be because we put behind us (no matter how slowly) the dogmas of the past: to discover the truth of today; and perhaps find the greatness of tomorrow.”

Source: “This I Believe: Free Hearts and Minds at Work”

The word is “greatness.”
1. Use your Affix List. Break down the word into the root and any affixes. Then practice saying the word aloud to a partner. Discuss how the roots and affixes help you understand the meaning of the word.
	Prefix
	Root
	Suffix
	Definition of Affix

	
	
	
	


2. Complete the Vocabulary Tree for the word greatness:
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Day 4 


Your teacher will guide you through the activities on this card.

“I believe in the human race. I believe in the warm heart. I believe in man’s integrity. I believe in the goodness of a free society.”

Source: “This I Believe: Free Minds and Hearts at Work”

The word is “integrity.”
1. Use your Affix List. Break down the word into the root and any affixes. Then practice saying the word aloud to a partner. Discuss how the roots and affixes help you understand the meaning of the word.
	Prefix
	Root
	Suffix
	Definition of Affix

	
	integer—whole, perfect condition
	-ity
	


2. Complete the Vocabulary Tree for the word integrity:
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	Daily Learning Targets


Day 2: 

· I can use a Vocabulary Tree to analyze the meaning of an academic vocabulary word with the suffix -ness. (RF.5.3a, L.5.4b)

Day 4:

· I can use a Vocabulary Tree to analyze the meaning of an academic vocabulary word with the suffix -ity. (RF.5.3a, L.5.4b)

Student Materials

Day 2 and Day 4:

· Affix List 

· Dictionary

Day 2

1. Use your Affix List. Break down the word into the root and any affixes:
	Prefix
	Root
	Suffix
	Definition of Affix

	
	great—very good, 
fantastic
	-ness
	condition, state of


2. Complete the Vocabulary Tree for the word greatness:
Responses will vary, but may include:
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Day 4

1. Use your Affix List. Break down the word into the root and any affixes:
	Prefix
	Root
	Suffix
	Definition of Affix

	
	integer—whole, perfect condition
	-ity
	state of or quality of


2. Complete the Vocabulary Tree for the word integrity: 
Responses will vary, but may include:
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	Daily Learning Targets


Day 2: 

· I can use a Vocabulary Tree to analyze the meaning of an academic vocabulary word with the suffix -ness. (RF.5.3a, L.5.4b)

Day 4:

· I can use a Vocabulary Tree to analyze the meaning of an academic vocabulary word with the suffix -ity. (RF.5.3a, L.5.4b)

Student Materials

Day 2 and Day 4:

· Affix List 

· Dictionary

Day 2

1. Use your Affix List. Break down the word into the root and any affixes:
	Prefix
	Root
	Suffix
	Definition of Affix

	
	great—very good, fantastic
	-ness
	condition, state of


2. Complete the Vocabulary Tree for the word greatness:
Responses will vary, but may include:
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Day 4

1. Use your Affix List. Break down the word into the root and any affixes:
	Prefix
	Root
	Suffix
	Definition of Affix

	
	integer—whole, perfect condition
	-ity


	state of or quality of 


2. Complete the Vocabulary Tree for the word integrity: 

Responses will vary, but may include:
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	Daily Learning Target


Day 2 and Day 4:

· I can write an opinion essay that states what I believe and the reasons I believe it. (W.5.1)

Student Materials

Day 2:

· This I Believe essay pre-writing plan 

· Lined paper

Day 4:

· This I Believe essay 

· Colored pencils (optional; red, green, yellow, blue)

Directions:

Day 2

Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to complete the task.

Today, you will begin writing an essay in answer to this prompt:

What is one of your core beliefs? Why do you believe this? What evidence from your life shows that you believe this?

1. Write your essay.

· First, complete your This I Believe essay pre-writing plan.

· When you are done, find a partner and take turns discussing your ideas.
· Point to your pre-writing plan as you discuss. 

Use these sentence frames to help you:

· “I believe—with every fiber of my being—________.”

· “I learned that ______—my core belief—when I __________.”

· “Because I believe _______, I try to ________. One time in particular, 
I ______.”

· “My belief guides my actions ______. For example, ________.”

· “Without my belief _______ (and no one should ______), I would _____.” 

· Begin writing your essay on the lined piece of paper. 


Day 4

Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to complete this task.

Prompt: What is one of your core beliefs? Why do you believe this? What evidence from your life shows that you believe this?

1. Finish writing your This I Believe essay.

MORE CHALLENGE:

Using the colored pencils, annotate your completed essay: 

· Underline in red the sentences where you catch the reader’s attention or introduce the topic.

· Underline in green the sentence where you clearly state your belief.

· Underline in yellow the sentences where you give the reasons you believe what you do.

· Underline in blue the sentences where you give a personal example of you learning or living your belief.

· Underline in green the sentences where you conclude your essay and reinforce your belief.

MORE CHALLENGE:

Answer one or more of the questions below.

· What does your essay have in common with other This I Believe essays?

· How did you decide to conclude your essay? Why did you conclude it that way?

· What verb tenses did you use in your essay? How were they helpful in communicating your beliefs?
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