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Mid-Unit 3 Assessment: Informative Essay: Comparing and Contrasting Athletes Who Broke Barriers

(For Teacher Reference)

This assessment centers on CCSS ELA RI.5.1, RI.5.3, RI.5.7, RI.5.9, RI.5.10, W.5.2, W.5.4, W.5.6, W.5.7, W.5.8, W.5.10, and L.5.1e. In Part I, students watch a video and read about a new professional athlete, Janet Guthrie, and identify the similarities and differences between the factors that supported her success in being an effective leader of social change with those of Jackie Robinson. They then write an on-demand essay outlining the similarities and differences using evidence from both texts. In an optional Part II, students complete short answer and multiple choice questions in order to demonstrate their ability to use correlative conjunctions.

Note: The assessment is designed for students to access and read the text online to adhere to the standards assessed. A copy of the text is also included in the assessment materials in case there is limited internet access or a print version is needed. Teachers should only distribute the print version of the text if they are not directing students to access the text online.

CCSS Addressed:

· RI.5.1: Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

· RI.5.3: Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in the text.

· RI.5.7: Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability to locate an answer to a question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently.

· RI.5.9: Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably.

· RI.5.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at the high end of the grades 4-5 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

· W.5.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.

a. Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general observation and focus, and group related information logically; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic.

c. Link ideas within and across categories of information using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., in contrast, especially)

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

e. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented.

· W.5.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

· W.5.6: With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of two pages in a single sitting.

· W.5.7: Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic.

· W.5.8: Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase information in notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources.

· W.5.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

· L.5.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

e. Use correlative conjunctions (e.g., either/or, neither/nor).
Mid-Unit 3 Assessment: Informative Essay: Comparing and Contrasting Athletes Who Broke Barriers
(Sample Proficient Response: Scorepoint 3, for Teacher Reference)

Sample Student Response (RI.5.1, RI.5.3, RI.5.7, RI.5.9, W.5.2, W.5.4, W.5.6)

Use all rows on the Informative-Explanatory Writing: Grade 5 rubric and the sample response below to assess student writing.
	Introduces the topic 
clearly with context about Janet Guthrie
	Janet Guthrie was a NASCAR driver who was the first woman to compete in the Indianapolis 500 (1977) as well as the Daytona 500. She was also nominated for the Landmark Award for Outstanding Contributions to NASCAR in 2016. She was a leader in the acceptance of women in professional motor car racing. There were many factors that contributed to her success as a leader of social change. Some of these factors are similar to those that contributed to the success of Jackie Robinson in integrating baseball decades earlier, but there are also some differences.

	
	

	Provides a general 
observation (many factors contributed to her success) and focus (some factors were similar and some 
were different)
	

	
	There were many similarities in the factors that supported the two athletes in changing their sports. Both Jackie Robinson and Janet Guthrie had personal qualities like courage and self-control which supported their success in being leaders of social change. Jackie Robinson often had to show self-control even when people were saying terrible things him. In Promises to Keep it says, “Even late into the 1947 season, opposing players struck Dad with their cleats, or even pitched the ball at him, hoping to start a fight. Dad contained his anger. He glared at his aggressor until he had gathered the strength not to throw a punch.” 


	“Janet Guthrie Pioneered the Fast Lane” describes a similar experience. After some people told Janet they didn’t want her to go out on the track and hoped she would crash, Guthrie, “went back to Rolla’s garage, and kicked a few tires, [and] made that [anger] vanish.” Another similarity is that Janet Guthrie and Jackie Robinson both had people who opened doors for them. Promises to Keep describes how people like Branch Rickey and the baseball commissioner opened doors for Jackie Robinson. The book says, “someone within the executive ranks of baseball had to commit to breaking the color barrier. ...with exquisite timing, Branch Rickey, president and general manager of the Brooklyn Dodgers, stepped forward.” Janet Guthrie’s Branch Rickey was Rolla Vollstedt. “Janet Guthrie Pioneered the Fast Lane” explains that, “Guthrie’s biggest break occurred when Vollstedt invited her to test one of his Indy cars for the 1976 Indianapolis 500.” Both Robinson and Guthrie had special personal qualities as well as the support of a key decision maker. These were definitely important factors in their success in breaking barriers in sports.
Although Guthrie and Robinson overcame huge obstacles, in some ways their stories were quite different. For Jackie Robinson, family support seems to have been a very important factor in his success. Promises to Keep describes how Jackie Robinson’s brother Mack inspired him and his mother showed him how to stand up against segregation. Jackie was also supported by his wife who attended every home game Jackie played. In the text and video on Janet Guthrie, however, there is no mention that Janet had particular support from family. Another difference was in the support of the media.
	Links ideas within 
paragraphs using words and 
phrases (“Another similarity…)
Uses precise language 
to explain each factor

	
	

	
	


	
	Promises to Keep explains that, “Determined to end institutionalized discrimination in baseball, sportswriters such as Wendell Smith of the Pittsburgh Courier, Frank A. Young of the Chicago Defender, Art Cohn from the Oakland Tribune, Sam Lacy of the Baltimore Afro-Americans, and Shirley Povich of the Washington Post wrote daily articles on the injustice of segregation within professional sports.” Janet Guthrie does not seem to have received the same support for her cause from the media. The support of family and the media were important factors in the success of Jackie Robinson, but Janet Guthrie appears to have succeeded without them.

The stories of Jackie Robinson and Janet Guthrie show that some of the same factors supported their success in social change, particularly their personal qualities and the support of a key decision maker. This suggests that to be a leader of social change, people need to have certain personal qualities like courage and self-control and that it helps to have the support of decision makers who have courage as well. While there seem to be some differences in the factors that led to the success of both athletes, more research would need to be done to be sure. Promises to Keep is a much longer and more detailed text than the sources on Guthrie. A text of the same length and detail about Janet Guthrie might reveal more similarities in the factors that supported the success of both leaders of social change.

	Groups related information logically, organizing the similarities and differences into separate paragraphs
Develops the topic with relevant facts and details, including direct quotations

Provides a concluding section reflecting on the information presented
	

	
	Sources:

Robinson, Sharon. Promises to Keep.

MacKenzie, Maggie. “Janet Guthrie Pioneered the Fast Lane.” NASCAR.com. <https://www.nascar.com/news-media/2016/03/25/janet-guthrie-pioneered-the-fast-lane/>


Mid-Unit 3 Assessment: 
Janet Guthrie Pioneered the Fast Lane

Four decades have passed since she first stepped foot on the track in her fire suit, yet Janet Guthrie’s impact remains just as prevalent in 2016 as it was in 1976. She continues to inspire some of NASCAR’s most successful athletes, including Dale Earnhardt Jr. and NASCAR Camping World Truck Series wheelwoman Jennifer Jo Cobb. 

Guthrie’s recent nomination for the Landmark Award for Outstanding Contributions to NASCAR is confirmation of her legacy and acknowledgement of the adversities she had to overcome. It has, after all, taken her years to move from being the hecklers’ main target to an embraced figure.

The nomination was “a completely unexpected honor,” she told NASCAR.com.

Earnhardt, an avid historian of the sport, is pleased she is getting the recognition. 

“You know, she was tough,” he recalled. “What it must have been like in the late ‘70s and early ‘80s to be trying to get out there and compete as a female. That was unheard of.”

Recounting to NASCAR.com a scene from 1976 when she drove for team owner Rolla Vollstedt, Guthrie is honest about what she faced each day at the race track. 

A group of bystanders asked her:

“Hey Janet, you gonna go out on the track today?”

“Yes, I hope so,” Janet responded. 

“Well we don’t. We hope you crash on our corner.”

“I went back to Rolla’s garage,” Guthrie explained, “and kicked a few tires, but by the time I went out on the track I had made that (anger) vanish.”

It could be a different day, race track or group of critics, but both the spoken and unspoken message was always the same: she was not welcome. 

Guthrie had the brains—with her Bachelor of Science in physics and aviation license—the talent, resilience and a fiery personality to boot. It was her gender that was her shortcoming in the eyes of so many. 

Today, however, is a different story. She is celebrated as a pioneer who helped break down gender barriers in a high-octane, male-dominated arena.

“She proved being a female race car driver is possible,” Cobb told NASCAR.com. 

The Iowa native was the first woman to compete in the Indianapolis 500 as well as the Daytona 500. Her sixth-place finish at Bristol Motor Speedway in 1977 is shared with Danica Patrick (2014, Atlanta Motor Speedway) for the top finish by a female in NASCAR’s premier series in the modern era, 39 years later.

She clearly wasn’t crashing on too many corners.

A steering wheel and a gas pedal

It all began with a classified ad that read, “1953 Jaguar XK 120 M coupe, $1,200...” 

This one advertisement would mark the beginning of her story.

Guthrie admitted in her autobiography, “Janet Guthrie: A Life of Full Throttle,” that by 1954, the Jaguar “was a sensation.”

Six years later, Guthrie purchased this “sensation,” and it would eventually accompany her on her first racing venture: gymkhanas—an intricate car course in which competitors drove one car at a time, as fast as they could. The fastest car, of course, won the event.

Guthrie was a natural and, she wrote, her Jaguar “became one of the cars to beat in gymkhanas.”

More than two decades after reading that all-important ad, another life-changing event would come her way. It, again, came in the form of a message—but this time a voice mail. 

“This is Rolla Vollstedt in Portland, Oregon,” the voice said. The name rang no bells. “Please call me about a possible ride in the Indianapolis 500.” 

At first, Guthrie was sure it was a scam.

“Well, of course, I had no idea who he was when he first told me,” she said.

But after investigating Vollstedt’s name she quickly realized, “Vollstedt was real.”  

Once they connected, Vollstedt told the young Guthrie he was interested in having her race for his team.

But he also gave her a harsh truth: “You will never be a winning driver, because no one will ever give you a winning car, because you are a woman.”

Guthrie’s biggest break occurred when Vollstedt invited her to test one of his Indy cars for the 1976 Indianapolis 500.

Influencing the next generation

Guthrie did not qualify for the Indianapolis 500 in 1976, but did so for the 1977 Indianapolis 500. It launched her professional racing career. Yes, with backlash. But it also was off to an unprecedented start. 

Guthrie went on to compete in 33 NASCAR premier series races, and notched five top-10 results. She also participated in two 24-hour races at Daytona International Speedway (1966 and 1967). 

As Earnhardt Jr. said: “She didn’t just race once or twice then disappear. She was very good.”

Reflecting with NASCAR.com on her decorated career, Guthrie revealed how she stayed passionate while surrounded by countless critics.

“The only way to deal with that stuff was on the race track; there was no other way to deal with it,” she said. “As long as I had a car to drive, I figured I could handle whatever came with the territory.” 

Her legendary tenacious drive still impacts today’s talent, including Cobb, who has nothing but appreciation for the pioneer female racer.

“Foundations must be strong in order to endure, and I don’t think female drivers could ask for a stronger foundation than Janet,” Cobb said.

More history at 78

When NASCAR announced on Feb. 24—12 days shy of her 78th birthday—that Guthrie was nominated for the Landmark Award, she was honored, but it also left a reminder of a hole in her resume that will never be filled.

“I’d give anything to have been able to continue competing in NASCAR Cup races for the necessary 10 years to be eligible for the NASCAR Hall of Fame,” she told NASCAR.com. “I truly believe that I would have won Cup races in less than the five full seasons that was standard at the time.” 

Her admirers believe that, too.

“There are people in this world who are just born with it— and that means a special case of perseverance and true grit—and it seems that she has that factor that would enable her to make her mark no matter what generation of NASCAR she was involved with,” Cobb said.

It’s that same perseverance and grit that Guthrie hopes is reflected in the future. Most of all, she just hopes that drivers get an opportunity to shine.

“There is female talent out there, and the only question is will another talented woman get the chance,” Guthrie said.

“Janet Guthrie Pioneered the Fast Lane” by Maggie MacKenzie. © 2016 NASCAR Digital Media, LLC. All rights reserved. Used by permission of NASCAR. <https://www.nascar.com/news-media/2016/03/25/janet-guthrie-pioneered-the-fast-lane/>
Mid-Unit 3 Assessment: Informative Essay: Comparing and Contrasting Athletes Who Broke Barriers

Name: __________________________ Date: _____________
Part I

Throughout the first half of this unit, you have been reading about other athletes who have been leaders of social change. You have analyzed the factors that supported their success and compared those factors to those described in Promises to Keep about Jackie Robinson.

In this assessment, you will read an article and watch a video on Janet Guthrie, another professional athlete who was a leader of social change. Then you will use what you have learned to write an essay comparing the factors that supported Janet Guthrie’s success with those that supported Jackie Robinson’s success. (RI.5.1, RI.5.3, RI.5.7, RI.5.9, RI.5.10, W.5.2, W.5.4, W.5.6, W.5.10)

Directions:

1. Watch the video and read the article on Janet Guthrie.
(“Janet Guthrie Pioneered the Fast Lane” <https://www.nascar.com/news-media/2016/03/25/janet-guthrie-pioneered-the-fast-lane/>)

2. Create a graphic organizer and take notes on the similarities between the factors that led to Janet Guthrie’s success and the factors that supported Jackie Robinson’s success. You may use any of the notes previously taken in class as resources.

3. Write an informative four-paragraph essay to answer the question: How were the factors that supported Janet Guthrie’s success in her fight for social change the same as, and different from, the factors that led to Jackie Robinson’s success?

REMEMBER: A well-written, informational piece:

· Clearly states a focus and stays focused throughout the piece

· Uses accurate and relevant examples, details, and quotations to explain your thinking.

· Groups information logically, in a way that makes your thinking clear to the reader.

· Follows rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar)

Now, begin work on your essay. Manage your time carefully so that you can:

4. Review the text and think carefully about the prompt.

5. Create a graphic organizer and take notes.

6. Draft your essay.

7. Use the Informative-Explanatory Writing Checklist to revise and edit your essay.
Name: __________________________ Date: _____________
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Compare/Contrast Graphic Organizer

Part I:

Part I: Sample Graphic Organizer (W.5.7, W.5.8)

Responses will vary, but may look something like this:

	Similarities
	Differences

	· Personal qualities

· Courage/Willingness to Take Risks

· Self-Control (nonviolence)

· Special Skills (both very talented at what they did—Jackie Robinson at baseball and Janet Guthrie at NASCAR racing)

· Support

· From decision makers:

· Jackie Robinson: Branch Rickey and the baseball commissioner

· Janet: Rolla Vollstedt

· Historical Context: Others Working toward Similar Goals/Role Models:

· Janet Guthrie: women’s movement

· Jackie Robinson: other successful black professionals, entertainers, athletes

· Good Fortune: both were competing at a time when people were more ready to accept changes
	· Personal Support

· Jackie Robinson: inspired by his brother to become an athlete; mother to fight against segregation, moved into white neighborhood; wife at every game

· Janet Guthrie: no mention of support from friends or family/willing to take risks

· Communication:

· Jackie Robinson: the media communicated his vision

· Janet Guthrie: no mention of media support


Compare/Contrast Graphic Organizer

Name: __________________________ Date: _____________
Mid-Unit 3 Assessment: 
Correlative Conjunctions (Optional)

(For Teacher Reference)

Part II: Correlative Conjunctions (L.5.1e)

This optional assessment has been provided to use if student writing in Part I of the assessment isn’t satisfactory evidence of correlative conjunctions and you would like further evidence.

Directions: Choose from the correlative conjunctions in the word bank below to fill in the blanks in the sentences below.
	Correlative Conjunctions

	both … and

neither … nor


8. Neither candy nor soda are healthy choices for breakfast.
9. Both Jackie Robinson and Jim Abbott were presented with unique opportunities to lead change.
Combine the sentences below into one sentence, using correlating conjunctions to do so. Underline the correlative conjunctions. Use the word bank above to help you.

10. Jackie Robinson did not give up on his dreams. Jim Abbott also did not give up on his dreams.

Neither Jackie Robinson nor Jim Robinson gave up on his dreams.

Mid-Unit 3 Assessment: 
Correlative Conjunctions (Optional)

Name: __________________________ Date: _____________
Part II: Correlative Conjunctions (L.5.1e)

Directions: Choose from the correlative conjunctions in the word bank below to fill in the blanks in the sentences below.
	Correlative Conjunctions

	both … and

neither … nor


11. ___________________ candy ___________________ soda are healthy choices for breakfast.
12. ___________________ Jackie Robinson  ___________________ Jim Abbott were presented with unique opportunities to lead change.
Combine the sentences below into one sentence, using correlating conjunctions to do so. Underline the correlative conjunctions. Use the word bank above to help you.

13. Jackie Robinson did not give up on his dreams. Jim Abbott also did not give up on his dreams.
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