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Mid-Unit 2 Assessment: Reading and Analyzing Literary Texts

(For Teacher Reference)

This assessment centers on CCSS ELA RL.5.4, RL.5.6, RL.5.9, RL.5.10, L.5.2d, and L.5.5. It has two parts. In Part I, students read passages about the rainforest and answer questions about author’s craft. In Part II, students read and analyze two excerpts about the same event, comparing the point of view.
CCSS Addressed:

· RL.5.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative language such as metaphors and similes.

· RL.5.6: Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described.

· RL.5.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the grades 4-5 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

· L.5.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

· d. Use underlining, quotation marks, or italics to indicate titles of works.

· L.5.5: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

a. Interpret figurative language, including similes and metaphors, in context.

b. Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs.

Mid-Unit 2 Assessment, Part I:
Understanding Figurative Language

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
This assessment has two parts. In Part I, you will read passages about the rainforest and answer questions about the author’s craft. In Part II, you will read pairs of passages and compare them.
Part I:

The paragraph below is a description of the rainforest from “Through the Brazilian Wilderness” by Theodore Roosevelt, published over 100 years ago, in 1914. Read the paragraph and answer the questions that follow.

“We drifted and paddled down the swirling brown current, through the vivid rain-drenched green of the tropic forest. The trees leaned over the river from both banks. There were many kinds of palms. One type was the burity with stiff fronds like enormous fans, and another was called the bacaba, with very long, gracefully curving fronds. In places the palms stood close together, towering and slender. Their stems made a stately colonnade. Their fronds were an arched fretwork against the sky. Butterflies of many hues fluttered over the river. The day was overcast, with showers of rain. When the sun broke through rifts in the clouds, his shafts turned the whole forest to gold.”

Roosevelt, Theodore. Through the Brazilian Wilderness. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1914. Project Gutenberg. Web.

Lexile 850L

Glossary

palms: a group of tropical plants

frond: a long leaf with many small divisions

colonnade: a row of columns usually holding up a roof

fretwork: patterns or decoration on a surface made by cutting into or through a surface

arch: something that has a curved shape

Merriam-Webster. Merriam-Webster, n.d. Web. 30 Nov. 2015.

1. Part A

In the paragraph above, circle one simile. (RL.5.4)
One type was the burity with stiff fronds like enormous fans
Part B

What two things are being compared in the simile you chose? (RL.5.4, L.5.5a)

the fronds of the palm and a fan
2. Part A

In the paragraph above, underline one metaphor. (RL.5.4)

Students should identify one of the three metaphors underlined.
Part B

What two things are being compared in the metaphor you chose? (RL.5.4, L.5.5a)

Student responses will vary, but could include something like:
the stems of the plants to colonnades (pillars) on a building
the fronds (leaves) to fretwork (decorations) on a building
the way the sunlight looks shining on the forest to gold
Part C

How does this metaphor help you understand the meaning of the text? (RL.5.4, L.5.5a)

Student responses will vary, but could include something like:
It helps the reader understand how tall and straight the palms were.
It helps the reader understand the delicate pattern of the leaves.
It helps the reader understand the color and glow of the rainforest in the sun.
3. Reread these sentences from the passage by Theodore Roosevelt:

There were many kinds of palms. One type was the burity with stiff fronds like enormous fans, and another was called the bacaba, with very long, gracefully curving fronds.

Part A

What words in the sentence best help in understanding what a burity palm looks like? (RL.5.4)

A. like enormous fans

B. gracefully curving fronds

C. many kinds of palms

D. very long
Part B

On the lines below, explain how this description helps the reader to better understand what the palms look like. (RL.5.4, L.5.5a)

Student responses will vary, but could include something like: It helps the reader visualize the shape of the leaves. It helps the reader understand that the leaves of the two kinds of palms were shaped differently.

Read this passage from page 21 of The Great Kapok Tree and answer the questions that follow.

“Plodding ever so slowly over to the sleeping man, [the three-toed sloth] spoke in her deep and lazy voice: ‘Senhor, how much is beauty worth? Can you live without it? If you destroy the beauty of the rainforest, on what would you feast your eyes?’”
Cherry, Lynne. The Great Kapok Tree: A Tale of the Amazon Rainforest. New York: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2000. 21. Print.

4. Part A

In the excerpt, underline the idiom. (RL.5.4)   (feast your eyes)
Part B

What is the meaning of this idiom? (RL.5.4, L.5.5b)

Student responses will vary, but could include something like:
to look at something with pleasure
5. What word in the sentence best helps in understanding the meaning of “feast your eyes”? (RL.5.4, L.5.5b)

A. destroy

B. beauty

C. rainforest
D. would
6. Part A

From whose point of view is this passage being told? (RL.5.6)

A. the kapok tree

B. the man

C. the three-toed sloth

D. the rainforest
Part B

How does this point of view influence how the consequences of cutting down the kapok tree are described? (RL.5.6)

Student responses will vary, but could include something like:
Since the sloth lives in the rainforest and depends on the tree, he sees it as valuable and beautiful; the consequences of cutting the tree down are very serious to him.

7. A student wrote a sentence that contains some errors. Rewrite the sentence correctly below. Remember to underline any text titles. (L.5.2d)

The Most beautiful Roof in the World, by kathryn Lasky, is the story of a scientist living in the rainforest of Belize.

The Most Beautiful Roof in the World, by Kathryn Lasky, is the story of a scientist living in the rainforest of Belize.
Mid-Unit 2 Assessment, Part II:
Describing and Comparing the Point of View

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
Below are two versions of the same event written by two different authors. The first is written from a first person point of view. The second is written from a third person point of view. Read both passages and answer the questions that follow.

	VERSION 1: First Person Point of View

“I knew that I wouldn’t be able to get back to sleep without using the bathroom, which was in an outhouse, a short walk from my tent. One thing I always worried about when walking around in Cameroon, particularly in the dark, was the Gabon viper, one of West Africa’s deadliest snakes. I knew that at least one of those venomous snakes slept under the platform of my tent, and I certainly didn’t want to run into one of those at night.

In the rays of moonlight that were penetrating the gaps in the dense canopy, I could just make out the outline of the outhouse about 100 feet away. I relaxed a little to know I was nearly there. Suddenly, I felt a sharp stinging bite on my ankle. It was immediately followed by another and another. I jumped up and down. “Owwwwwwwwwwwwwww!” I screamed. “Owwwwwwwww. Owwwwwwww!”

Written by EL Education for instructional purposes
	VERSION 2: Third Person Point of View

“Once, in the middle of the night as [Meg] made her way to the outhouse, she stepped smack into a battalion of army ants. She screamed bloody murder and woke the entire camp—everyone was sure the Gabon viper had struck. But army ants with their fierce jaws can deliver a stinging bite that is very painful.”

p.36

Lasky, Kathryn. The Most Beautiful Roof in the World: Exploring the Rainforest Canopy. New York: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 1997. 36. Print.


8. Which pair of sentences best explains the difference between third person and first person point of view in the two versions of this event? (RL.5.6)

A. The first person point of view describes Meg’s exact feelings and thoughts when she was bitten.

B. The third person point of view provides information that Meg does not yet know, but that helps the reader follow the story.

C. The first person point of view describes, in detail, what happened to Meg at the beginning of the night.

D. The third person point of view describes what happened to Meg at the end of the night.

E. The first person point of view is the account that tells what actually happened to Meg in the middle of the night.

F. The third person point of view does not provide much detail about what happened to Meg in the middle of the night.

9. What information does the author of Version 2 (third person) give the reader that Version 1 (first person) does not? (RL.5.6)

A. that the bites Meg got were very painful

B. that Meg was not bitten by a Gabon viper

C. that Meg screamed loudly

D. that the incident happened at night

Read the pair of passages below and answer questions comparing the authors’ approach.

	Passage 1

So first the boys show Meg the jade green pool in the shadows of a limestone cave carved out by the creek. They swim in and out of its shadows, resting on mossy rocks. Just outside the cave, over the surface of the water, epiphytes drop their aerial roots from one hundred feet (thirty meters) overhead. The banks of the creek here grow thick with moss and strange ferns. And the immense buttressed tree roots are covered with thin veils of bright orange lichen. After swimming, James stands in a slender arrow of sunlight; an owl butterfly lands on his head. He holds very still for almost a minute. He wonders if the butterfly thinks his bright blond hair is a weird flower.

Lasky, Kathryn. The Most Beautiful Roof in the World: Exploring the Rainforest Canopy. New York: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 1997. 28. Print.
	Passage 2

We drifted and paddled down the swirling brown current, through the vivid rain-drenched green of the tropic forest. The trees leaned over the river from both banks. There were many kinds of palms. One type was the burity with stiff fronds like enormous fans, and another was called the bacaba, with very long, gracefully curving fronds. In places the palms stood close together, towering and slender. Their stems made a stately colonnade. Their fronds were an arched fretwork against the sky. Butterflies of many hues fluttered over the river. The day was overcast, with showers of rain. When the sun broke through rifts in the clouds, his shafts turned the whole forest to gold.

Roosevelt, Theodore. Through the Brazilian Wilderness. Project Gutenberg. Project Gutenberg, 28 Mar. 2004. Web. 7 Jan. 2016. http:/www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/11746/pg11746-images.html


10. How is the authors’ approach in the two passages similar? How are they different? Below, list one similarity and provide one example from each text to support your thinking. (RL.5.9)

Student responses will vary, but could include something like the following:

	One way the authors’ approach in the two passages is similar:

They both use description to help the reader better understand how the rainforest looks.

	Quote from Passage #1

“And the immense buttressed tree roots are covered with thin veils of bright orange lichen.”
	Quote from Passage #2

“One type was the burity with stiff fronds like enormous fans, and another was called the bacaba, with very long, gracefully curving fronds.”


11. How is the authors’ approach in the two passages different? Below, list one difference and provide one example from each text to support your thinking. (RL.5.9)
	One way the authors’ approach in the two passages is different:

Passage #1 uses a third person point of view, and Passage #2 uses a first person point of view.

	Quote from Passage #1

“So first the boys show Meg the jade green pool in the shadows of a limestone cave carved out by the creek.” 
	Quote from Passage #2
“We drifted and paddled down the swirling brown current, through the vivid rain-drenched green of the tropic forest.”


Mid-Unit 2 Assessment, Part I:
Understanding Figurative Language

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

This assessment has two parts. In Part I, you will read passages about the rainforest and answer questions about the author’s craft. In Part II, you will read pairs of passages and compare them.

Part I:

The paragraph below is a description of the rainforest from “Through the Brazilian Wilderness” by Theodore Roosevelt, published over 100 years ago, in 1914. Read the paragraph and answer the questions that follow.
“We drifted and paddled down the swirling brown current, through the vivid rain-drenched green of the tropic forest. The trees leaned over the river from both banks. There were many kinds of palms. One type was the burity with stiff fronds like enormous fans, and another was called the bacaba, with very long, gracefully curving fronds. In places the palms stood close together, towering and slender. Their stems made a stately colonnade. Their fronds were an arched fretwork against the sky. Butterflies of many hues fluttered over the river. The day was overcast, with showers of rain. When the sun broke through rifts in the clouds, his shafts turned the whole forest to gold.”

Roosevelt, Theodore. Through the Brazilian Wilderness. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1914. Project Gutenberg. Web.

Lexile 850L

Glossary

palms: a group of tropical plants

frond: a long leaf with many small divisions

colonnade: a row of columns usually holding up a roof

fretwork: patterns or decoration on a surface made by cutting into or through a surface

arch: something that has a curved shape

Merriam-Webster. Merriam-Webster, n.d. Web. 30 Nov. 2015.
12. Part A

In the paragraph above, circle one simile. (RL.5.4)

Part B

What two things are being compared in the simile you chose? (RL.5.4, L.5.5a)

	

	


13. Part A

In the paragraph above, underline one metaphor. (RL.5.4)

Part B

What two things are being compared in the metaphor you chose? (RL.5.4, L.5.5a)

	

	


Part C

How does this metaphor help you understand the meaning of the text? (RL.5.4, L.5.5a)

	

	

	


14. Reread these sentences from the passage by Theodore Roosevelt:

There were many kinds of palms. One type was the burity with stiff fronds like enormous fans, and another was called the bacaba, with very long, gracefully curving fronds.

Part A

What words in the sentence best help in understanding what a burity palm looks like? (RL.5.4)

A. like enormous fans

B. gracefully curving fronds

C. many kinds of palms

D. very long

Part B

On the lines below, explain how this description helps the reader to better understand what the palms look like. (RL.5.4, L.5.5a)

	

	

	

	


Read this passage from page 21 of The Great Kapok Tree and answer the questions that follow.

“Plodding ever so slowly over to the sleeping man, [the three-toed sloth] spoke in her deep and lazy voice: ‘Senhor, how much is beauty worth? Can you live without it? If you destroy the beauty of the rainforest, on what would you feast your eyes?’”

Cherry, Lynne. The Great Kapok Tree: A Tale of the Amazon Rainforest. New York: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2000. 21. Print.

15. Part A

In the excerpt, underline the idiom. (RL.5.4)

Part B

What is the meaning of this idiom? (RL.5.4, L.5.5b)

	

	


16. What word in the sentence best helps in understanding the meaning of “feast your eyes”? (RL.5.4, L.5.5b)

A. destroy

B. beauty

C. rainforest

D. would

17. Part A

From whose point of view is this passage being told? (RL.5.6)

A. the kapok tree

B. the man

C. the three-toed sloth

D. the rainforest

Part B

How does this point of view influence how the consequences of cutting down the kapok tree are described? (RL.5.6)

	

	

	


18. A student wrote a sentence that contains some errors. Rewrite the sentence correctly below. Remember to underline any text titles. (L.5.2d)

The Most beautiful Roof in the World, by kathryn Lasky, is the story of a scientist living in the rainforest of Belize.

	


Mid-Unit 2 Assessment, Part II:
Describing and Comparing the Point of View
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Below are two versions of the same event written by two different authors. The first is written from a first person point of view. The second is written from a third person point of view. Read both passages and answer the questions that follow.

	VERSION 1: First Person Point of View

“I knew that I wouldn’t be able to get back to sleep without using the bathroom, which was in an outhouse, a short walk from my tent. One thing I always worried about when walking around in Cameroon, particularly in the dark, was the Gabon viper, one of West Africa’s deadliest snakes. I knew that at least one of those venomous snakes slept under the platform of my tent, and I certainly didn’t want to run into one of those at night.

In the rays of moonlight that were penetrating the gaps in the dense canopy, I could just make out the outline of the outhouse about 100 feet away. I relaxed a little to know I was nearly there. Suddenly, I felt a sharp stinging bite on my ankle. It was immediately followed by another and another. I jumped up and down. “Owwwwwwwwwwwwwww!” I screamed. “Owwwwwwwww. Owwwwwwww!”

Written by EL Education for instructional purposes
	VERSION 2: Third Person Point of View

“Once, in the middle of the night as [Meg] made her way to the outhouse, she stepped smack into a battalion of army ants. She screamed bloody murder and woke the entire camp—everyone was sure the Gabon viper had struck. But army ants with their fierce jaws can deliver a stinging bite that is very painful.”

p.36

Lasky, Kathryn. The Most Beautiful Roof in the World: Exploring the Rainforest Canopy. New York: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 1997. 36. Print.


19. Which pair of sentences best explains the difference between third person and first person point of view in the two versions of this event? (RL.5.6)

A. The first person point of view describes Meg’s exact feelings and thoughts when she was bitten.

B. The third person point of view provides information that Meg does not yet know, but that helps the reader follow the story.

C. The first person point of view describes, in detail, what happened to Meg at the beginning of the night.

D. The third person point of view describes what happened to Meg at the end of the night.

E. The first person point of view is the account that tells what actually happened to Meg in the middle of the night.

F. The third person point of view does not provide much detail about what happened to Meg in the middle of the night.
20. What information does the author of Version 2 (third person) give the reader that Version 1 (first person) does not? (RL.5.6)

A. that the bites Meg got were very painful

B. that Meg was not bitten by a Gabon viper

C. that Meg screamed loudly

D. that the incident happened at night

Read the pair of passages below and answer questions comparing the authors’ approach.

	Passage 1

So first the boys show Meg the jade green pool in the shadows of a limestone cave carved out by the creek. They swim in and out of its shadows, resting on mossy rocks. Just outside the cave, over the surface of the water, epiphytes drop their aerial roots from one hundred feet (thirty meters) overhead. The banks of the creek here grow thick with moss and strange ferns. And the immense buttressed tree roots are covered with thin veils of bright orange lichen. After swimming, James stands in a slender arrow of sunlight; an owl butterfly lands on his head. He holds very still for almost a minute. He wonders if the butterfly thinks his bright blond hair is a weird flower.

Lasky, Kathryn. The Most Beautiful Roof in the World: Exploring the Rainforest Canopy. New York: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 1997. 28. Print.
	Passage 2

We drifted and paddled down the swirling brown current, through the vivid rain-drenched green of the tropic forest. The trees leaned over the river from both banks. There were many kinds of palms. One type was the burity with stiff fronds like enormous fans, and another was called the bacaba, with very long, gracefully curving fronds. In places the palms stood close together, towering and slender. Their stems made a stately colonnade. Their fronds were an arched fretwork against the sky. Butterflies of many hues fluttered over the river. The day was overcast, with showers of rain. When the sun broke through rifts in the clouds, his shafts turned the whole forest to gold.

Roosevelt, Theodore. Through the Brazilian Wilderness. Project Gutenberg. Project Gutenberg, 28 Mar. 2004. Web. 7 Jan. 2016. http:/www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/11746/pg11746-images.html


21. How is the authors’ approach in the two passages similar? How are they different? Below, list one similarity and provide one example from each text to support your thinking. (RL.5.9)
	One way the authors’ approach in the two passages is similar:



	Quote from Passage #1


	Quote from Passage #2




22. How is the authors’ approach in the two passages different? Below, list one difference and provide one example from each text to support your thinking. (RL.5.9)
	One way the authors’ approach in the two passages is different:



	Quote from Passage #1


	Quote from Passage #2
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