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Mid-Unit 3 Assessment: Narrative Monologue: 
Describing an Event from Esperanza Rising
(For Teacher Reference)

This assessment centers on CCSS ELA W.5.3a, W.5.3b, W.5.3e, W.5.4, and W.5.10. Students use their Monologue Planning Graphic Organizer: Esperanza Rising to draft a monologue from the point of view of a character in the story whose human rights have been threatened. Students demonstrate the ability to introduce a character, use description to show the response of the character to an event from the novel, and provide a sense of closure in narrative writing.

CCSS Addressed:

· W.5.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.
A.
Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.
B.
Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, description, and pacing, to develop experiences and events or show the responses of characters to situations.
E.
Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.
· W.5.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

· W.5.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Mid‐Unit 3 Assessment: Narrative Monologue: 
Describing an Event from Esperanza Rising
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Directions: In this assessment, you are going to draft a monologue from the point of view of the character you chose from Esperanza Rising. The monologue should clearly show the response of your character to the situation where his or her human rights were challenged.
REMEMBER: A well-written, text-based narrative

· Has a beginning that establishes the situation and introduces the narrator
· Has a middle that describes the central problem or conflict and explains what the narrator thinks, feels, and does in response to the problem
· Has an ending that provides a sense of closure
· Follows rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar)
Now, begin work on your monologue. Manage your time carefully so that you can:
1. Reread your group’s excerpt from Esperanza Rising to familiarize yourself with the situation.
2. Review your Monologue Planning Graphic Organizer: Esperanza Rising.
3. Draft your monologue.
4. Use the Narrative Writing Checklist to revise and edit your narrative to be sure it meets all the criteria.

Mid‐Unit 3 Assessment: Narrative Monologue: 
Describing an Event from Esperanza Rising
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Mid‐Unit 3 Assessment: Narrative Monologue: 
Describing an Event from Esperanza Rising
(Sample Proficient Response: Scorepoint 3, for Teacher Reference)

Use rows A, B, C, D, F, and G on the Narrative Writing Rubric: Grade 5 rubric and the sample response below to assess student writing. The remaining rows on the rubric may be used for formative assessment, but are not formally assessed in this module. Save this assessment so that students can revise their pieces in the second half of Unit 3.
Note: Student response should center on the student’s group’s chosen event from Esperanza Rising and his or her character.
	Mama: I hadn’t slept well since Sixto. I was thinking through our options for the thousandth time, trying to figure out what to do for the best for my little Esperanza, and for Abuelita. I caught a whiff of something burning, and then I heard a “thump.” My heart quickened, as it dawned on me that my worst fears were being realized. Those vultures were burning my beautiful house down.

	Introduces the narrator, the setting, and the event or situation; orients the reader by giving details about the narrator


	I flew out of bed and headed straight for Esperanza’s bedroom. The smoke was already thick in the hall. I shook her and screamed to wake her up, and she came to, groggily. My heart jumped into my mouth as I looked into my baby’s fearfully confused eyes. I pulled her out of bed and grabbed a damp cloth from the washbowl to cover her nose and mouth. With relief, I heard Alfonso calling our names, and I screamed back to guide him to the sound of our voices. I knew that he would do everything in his power to keep my family safe.

	Explains how the character responds to the event by describing what she does and how she feels


	Esperanza quickly sensed my urgency and together we ran down the hall to Abuelita’s room, knowing that we had very little time to get out. Desperately looking through the smoke, at the empty bed and into each corner of the room, I couldn’t see Abuelita anywhere, and a sense of dread came over me. “Where is she? Is she hurt? I have to find her” were the thoughts racing through my head. Conflicted, I wanted to find Abuelita, but I also knew that I had to get Esperanza to safety.

	Organizes a short event sequence that unfolds naturally and uses details from Esperanza Rising



	I screamed to Alfonso that I couldn’t find Abuelita, and he directed me to head downstairs immediately. I instructed Esperanza to crouch down low with me, to get under the fog-like smoke, as we cautiously descended the stairs. The heat was searing our faces, and the house seemed to be screaming at us to hurry up because it couldn’t hold itself up any longer. Alfonso was waiting for us at the bottom to guide us out through the kitchen. My eyes were streaming from the smoke, and I couldn’t see a thing. As soon as we emerged into the courtyard, I looked around desperately searching for Abuelita, but there were people and horses everywhere. I heard myself cry out for her but couldn’t see her anywhere.

	Shows the narrator’s thoughts, feelings, and actions in response to the situation


	Like a knight on a white horse, Miguel came running to me asking about Abuelita, and as soon as he realized that she was still inside, he bravely disappeared back into the house, swallowed up by the flames. I stared at the doorway, waiting. Waiting. Waiting.

	

	I had almost given up hope of ever seeing Abuelita or Miguel again when he emerged from the fire carrying Abuelita in his arms. He laid her down gently and I ran to her, cradling her in my arms. She was alive but very weak, and her ankle looked broken. Without Miguel she wouldn’t be here. I owe so much to our precious friends.

	Provides a conclusion that follows from the narrated events
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