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Mid-Unit 2 Assessment: Reading and Discussing 
Divided Loyalties
(For Teacher Reference)
This assessment centers on CCSS ELA RL.4.1, RL.4.3, RL.4.4, RL.4.10, W.4.9a, SL.4.1, SL.4.6, and L.4.4 and has two parts. In Part I, students read Act II, Scene III of Divided Loyalties and answer selected response and short constructed response questions about the text. They also write a descriptive paragraph about the character Mary in this scene of the play. In Part II, after closely reading a line of the Declaration of Independence, students participate in a text-based discussion during which they respond to the question: “In your opinion, what would the characters in Divided Loyalties think of this line? Would they agree with the ideas in this excerpt? Why or why not?”
As students take the mid-unit assessment, consider meeting with students individually and using the Reading: Foundational Skills Informal Assessment: Phonics and Word Recognition Checklist to gather phonics and word analysis data (see Module 1 Appendix).

CCSS Addressed:

· RL.4.1: Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
· RL.4.3: Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions).
· RL.4.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including those that allude to significant characters found in mythology (e.g., Herculean).
· RL.4.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, in the grades 4–5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
· W.4.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
a. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions].”).
· SL.4.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
· SL.4.6: Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use formal English when appropriate to task and situation.
· L.4.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
Mid-Unit 2 Assessment: Reading and Discussing 
Divided Loyalties
(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

Part I: Reading and Answering Questions about Divided Loyalties

Directions: Read Act II, Scene 3 of Divided Loyalties and answer the following questions:

1. Part A: On page 34, Robert says: “My dear family, I’m sorry for such a bleak Christmas. The British blockade of the harbor has nearly shut down our store. And, of course, the local farmers refuse to sell to me. So, we must be happy that we are all safe—and all here together.”
What does the word bleak mean? Underline the best answer. (RL.4.4, L.4.4a)
A. cold and wet
B. happy
C. unhopeful
D. a dark color
Part B: Which two phrases from page 34 best help the reader to know the meaning of bleak? Underline the best answers. (RL.4.1, RL.4.4)
E. The British blockade of the harbor has nearly shut down our store.
F. We must be happy that we are all safe
G. And all here together
H. The local farmers refuse to sell to me
I. My dear family
2. On page 37 the narrator says, “The patriots suffer only six casualties.”
Use a dictionary to determine the meaning of the word casualties and write it in your own words below. (L.4.4c)
Sample student response: Someone killed or injured. 
3. How do characters react to events/situations in Divided Loyalties?
Analyze and describe in detail how Mary responds to William fighting in the Battle of Trenton in Act II, Scene 3. Think about her thoughts, feelings, and actions. Use details from the text to support your description. (RL.4.1, RL.4.3, W.4.9a)
You may use the graphic organizer below to capture your thinking if it is useful to you; it will not be assessed.

	Act/Scene: Act II, Scene 3
	Gist: Without telling his family, William goes to fight for the Patriots against the British in the Battle of Trenton. 

	What does the character think/feel?
	How do you know? What are his/her actions? How does the character interact with others? 
(refer to details and examples in the text)

	Worried about William’s safety
	“William, you might have been killed.”

	Disbelief about William joining the Patriots and fighting in a battle and betrayed
	“Oh, William, I cannot believe you would betray us.”


Sample student response:

In Act II, Scene 3 of Divided Loyalties, without telling his family, William goes to fight for the Patriots against the British in the Battle of Trenton. When he comes back and explains what he has done, Mary is worried about William’s safety. She says, “William, you might have been killed.” She is in disbelief and feels betrayed when she learns that William has joined the Patriots to fight in a battle against the British. She says, “Oh William, I cannot believe you would betray us.” Mary is shocked that William has such different beliefs, and she is worried about the risks he is taking.
Mid-Unit 2 Assessment, Part II Prompt

Collaborative Discussion

Read the following line from the Declaration of Independence:
“… the history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States.”
For this part of the assessment, you are going to participate in a discussion to answer the following question:
In your opinion, what would the characters in Divided Loyalties think of this line? Would they agree with the ideas in this excerpt? Why or why not?
Remember to use details and examples from both texts (the Declaration of Independence and Divided Loyalties) to support and explain your thinking.
Throughout the discussion refer to:
· the Discussion Norms anchor chart
· the notes on your Text-Based Discussion Part 3: Declaration of Independence note-catcher
· the goal you set on your Discussion Notes from earlier in the unit
Record any questions or notes on your Discussion Notes Form: Assessment.
After the assessment, your teacher will invite you to reflect on your learning from the discussion and to record your reflections in the “My learning about the text from this discussion” box.
Use the Collaborative Discussion Checklist on the following page to record your observations and review student Discussion Notes Form: Assessment to assess student reflections of their learning from the discussion (W.4.1d).

Mid-Unit 2 Assessment, Part II: Collaborative Discussion Checklist

(For Teacher Reference)

	Student Name:
	Grade 4

Date:

	CCSS
	Criteria
	4
	3
	2
	1
	Notes

	
	Comprehension and Collaboration

	SL.4.1a 
	Comes to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material
	
	
	
	
	

	SL.4.1a
	Explicitly draws on preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion
	
	
	
	
	

	SL.4.1b
	Follows agreed-upon rules for discussions and carries out assigned roles
	
	
	
	
	

	SL.4.1c
	Makes comments that contribute to the discussion
	
	
	
	
	

	SL.4.1c
	Poses and responds to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information
	
	
	
	
	

	SL.4.1c
	Links comments to the remarks of others
	
	
	
	
	

	SL.4.1d
	Reviews the key ideas expressed
	
	
	
	
	

	SL.4.1d
	Explains own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion
	
	
	
	
	

	Conventions and Language Use

	SL.4.6 L.4.3c
	Differentiates between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations in which informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small group discussion); uses formal English when appropriate to the task and situation
	
	
	
	
	

	L.4.1 
L.4.3
	Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage and uses knowledge of language and its conventions when speaking and listening
	
	
	
	
	

	Conventions and Language Use

	L.4.1a
	Uses relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (where, when, why)
	
	
	
	
	

	L.4.1b
	Forms and uses the progressive (e.g., I was walking; I am walking; I will be walking) verb tenses
	
	
	
	
	

	L.4.1c
	Uses modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions
	
	
	
	
	

	L.4.1d
	Orders adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns
	
	
	
	
	

	L.4.1e
	Forms and uses prepositional phrases
	
	
	
	
	

	L.4.1f
	Produces complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons
	
	
	
	
	

	L.4.1g
	Correctly uses frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their)
	
	
	
	
	

	L.4.3a L.4.6
	Accurately uses grade-appropriate conversational, general academic, and domain-specific words and phrases to convey ideas precisely
	
	
	
	
	

	L.4.6
	Accurately uses grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases
	
	
	
	
	

	L.4.6
	Accurately uses grade-appropriate words and phrases that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being and that are basic to a particular topic
	
	
	
	
	


Mid-Unit 2 Assessment: Reading and Discussing 
Divided Loyalties
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Part I: Reading and Answering Questions about Divided Loyalties

Directions: Read Act II, Scene 3 of Divided Loyalties and answer the following questions:

4. Part A: On page 34, Robert says: “My dear family, I’m sorry for such a bleak Christmas. The British blockade of the harbor has nearly shut down our store. And, of course, the local farmers refuse to sell to me. So, we must be happy that we are all safe—and all here together.”
What does the word bleak mean? Underline the best answer. (RL.4.4, L.4.4a)
A. cold and wet
B. happy
C. unhopeful
D. a dark color
Part B: Which two phrases from page 34 best help the reader to know the meaning of bleak? Underline the best answers. (RL.4.1, RL.4.4)
E. The British blockade of the harbor has nearly shut down our store.
F. We must be happy that we are all safe.
G. And all here together
H. The local farmers refuse to sell to me.
I. My dear family

5. On page 37 the narrator says, “The patriots suffer only six casualties.”
Use a dictionary to determine the meaning of the word casualties and write it in your own words below. (L.4.4c)

	


6. How do characters react to events/situations in Divided Loyalties?
Analyze and describe in detail how Mary responds to William fighting in the Battle of Trenton in Act II, Scene 3. Think about her thoughts, feelings, and actions. Use details from the text to support your description. (RL.4.1, RL.4.3, W.4.9a)
You may use the graphic organizer on the next page to capture your thinking if it is useful to you; it will not be assessed.

	
	Gist: 

	What does the character think/feel?
	How do you know? What are his/her actions? How does the character interact with others?

(refer to details and examples in the text)

	

	

	
	


	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Mid-Unit 2 Assessment, Part II Prompt

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Collaborative Discussion

Read the following line from the Declaration of Independence:
“… the history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States.”
For this part of the assessment, you are going to participate in a discussion to answer the following question:
In your opinion, what would the characters in Divided Loyalties think of this line? Would they agree with the ideas in this excerpt? Why or why not?
Remember to use details and examples from both texts (the Declaration of Independence and Divided Loyalties) to support and explain your thinking.
Throughout the discussion refer to:
· the Discussion Norms anchor chart
· the notes on your Text-Based Discussion Part 3: Declaration of Independence note-catcher
· the goal you set on your Discussion Notes from earlier in the unit
Record any questions or notes on your Discussion Notes Form: Assessment.
After the assessment, your teacher will invite you to reflect on your learning from the discussion and to record your reflections in the “My learning about the text from this discussion” box.
Discussion Notes: Assessment
SL.4.1

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
	My Discussion Notes: Ideas and Questions

	

	My learning about the text from this discussion:
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