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	Fluency Passage: Excerpts from “The Wind and the Moon” ((((()


“The Wind and the Moon”

By George Macdonald
Said the Wind to the Moon, “I will blow you out; 
1
You stare
In the air 
Like a ghost in a chair, 
Always looking what I am about— 
I hate to be watched; I’ll blow you out.”  
The Wind blew hard, and out went the Moon.
2
So, deep 
On a heap 
Of clouds to sleep, 
Down lay the Wind, and slumbered soon, 
Muttering low, “I’ve done for that Moon.”  
He turned in his bed; she was there again!
3
On high 
In the sky, 
With her one ghost eye, 
The Moon shone white and alive and plain. 
Said the Wind, “I will blow you out again.”  
The Wind blew hard, and the Moon grew dim. 
4
And my wedge, 
I have knocked off her edge! 
If only I blow right fierce and grim, 
The creature will soon be dimmer than dim.”  
He blew and he blew, and she thinned to a thread. 
5
“One puff 
More’s enough
To blow her to snuff! 
One good puff more where the last was bred, 
And glimmer, glimmer, glum will go the thread.”
He blew a great blast, and the thread was gone. 
6
In the air 
Nowhere 
Was a moonbeam bare; 
Far off and harmless the shy stars shone— 
Sure and certain the Moon was gone!  
The Wind he took to his revels once more;
7
On down, 
In town, 
Like a merry—mad clown, 
He leaped and halloed with whistle and roar— 
“What’s that?” The glimmering thread once more!  
He flew in a rage—he danced and blew; 
8
But in vain 
Was the pain
Of his bursting brain; 
For still the broader the Moon—scrap grew, 
The broader he swelled his big cheeks and blew.  
Slowly she grew—till she filled the night, 
9
And shone 
On her throne 
In the sky alone, 
A matchless, wonderful silvery light, 
Radiant and lovely, the queen of the night.  
Said the Wind: “What a marvel of power am I! 
10
With my breath, 
Good faith! 
I blew her to death— 
First blew her away right out of the sky— 
Then blew her in; what strength have I! 
Macdonald, George. “The Wind and the Moon.” Poems Every Child Should Know. Ed. Mary E. Burt. New York: Doubleday, Page & Company, 1904. Project Gutenberg. Web.

	Fluency Self-Assessment Checklist

	READING FLUENCY CHECKLIST

	
	Characteristics 
of Fluent Reading
	Symbol
	4
Advanced
	3
Proficient
	2
Developing
	1
Beginning

	RF.4b, RF.4c
	I can read all/almost all of the words correctly.
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4c
	I can correct myself and reread when what I read was wrong or didn’t make sense.
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4a, RF.4b
	I can read at a speed that is appropriate for the piece.
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4a, RF.4b
	I can read smoothly without many breaks.
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4a, RF.4b
	I can read groups of related words and phrases together.
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4a, RF.4b
	I can notice and read punctuation. 
(Examples: Pauses after a comma and period, questions sound like questions, dialogue sounds like someone saying it, exclamations in an excited voice.)
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4b
	I can use the appropriate tone to express the author’s meaning.
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4b
	I can use facial expressions and body language to match the expression in my voice.
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4b
	I can use the appropriate volume and change volume naturally as if I am talking to a friend.
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	Unit 3, Week 1: Student Task Card


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
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	Daily Learning Targets


Day 1: 

· I can refer to details from the poem to support my ideas. (RL.4.1)

· I can use a glossary to determine the meaning of unknown words. (L.4.4c) 

Day 3: 

· I can recognize and explain the meaning of similes and metaphors in a text. (RL.4.4, L.4.4a, L.4.5a)

Student Materials

Days 1 and 3:
· N/A

Directions:

Day 1

“Breathing Fire”

He turns his head and pricks his ears to a sound that my ears can’t hear,
And suddenly he bolts, running like the wind!
A fiery red blur that I can barely focus my eyes on,
Legs reaching and stretching spray clods of dirt like confetti at a wedding.
Black mane and tail streaming out behind him,
Flickering like dark flames licking at the air.
He stops suddenly, throwing his head high,
And flared nostrils snort the smoke of fire like a dragon in the crisp morning air.
Glossary:

pricks (his ears): makes his ears stand up because he’s listening closely
bolts: moves very quickly, like a lightning bolt
clods (of dirt): small clumps or lumps of mud or earth
flickering: making sudden small movements; often used with flames, or candles or lights
flared (nostrils): made the holes in one’s nose bigger, usually out of anger or from being alert
Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to complete the task.

1. Whisper read the poem above to yourself. Circle unfamiliar words.

2. Find a partner.

3. Discuss: What is the gist? The gist is what the poem is mostly about. 

“This poem is mostly about ______.”
“When I read this poem, in my mind I see _________.”

4. Choose three of the unfamiliar words you circled. Find the meaning of the words.

5. Read the poem again.

6. Discuss: What animal do you think the poem is about? Why?

7. On the back of this card, draw the picture you see in your mind after reading this poem.

Day 3

Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to complete the task.

Simile: A phrase that compares two different things using the words like or as.
Example from “Breathing Fire”: 

“Black mane and tail streaming out behind him,

Flickering like dark flames licking at the air.”

1. Find a partner.

2. Read the definition of a simile above and the example.

3. Highlight the similes. Look for the clues like or as.

4. Complete the table below for the similes you highlighted. You can draw or write:

	Simile
	This . . .
	is like
	this.

	Black mane and tail streaming out behind him, Flickering like dark flames licking at the air.
	The way the black mane and tail move
	is like
	flames flickering.

	
	
	is like
	

	
	
	is like
	

	
	
	is like
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	Unit 3, Week 1: Student Task Card 
(Answers, for Teacher Reference)


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
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	Daily Learning Targets


Day 1: 

· I can refer to details from the poem to support my ideas. (RL.4.1)

· I can use a glossary to determine the meaning of unknown words. (L.4.4c) 

Day 3: 

· I can recognize and explain the meaning of similes and metaphors in a text. (RL.4.4, L.4.4a, L.4.5a)

Student Materials

Days 1 and 3:
· None

Directions:

Day 1

“Breathing Fire”

He turns his head and pricks his ears to a sound that my ears can’t hear,

And suddenly he bolts, running like the wind!

A fiery red blur that I can barely focus my eyes on,

Legs reaching and stretching spray clods of dirt like confetti at a wedding.

Black mane and tail streaming out behind him,

Flickering like dark flames licking at the air.

He stops suddenly, throwing his head high,

And flared nostrils snort the smoke of fire like a dragon in the crisp morning air.

Glossary:

pricks (his ears): makes his ears stand up because he’s listening closely

bolts: moves very quickly, like a lightning bolt

clods (of dirt): small clumps or lumps of mud or earth

flickering: making sudden small movements; often used with flames, or candles or lights

flared (nostrils): made the holes in one’s nose bigger, usually out of anger or from being alert

Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to complete the task.

1. Whisper read the poem above to yourself. Circle unfamiliar words.

2. Find a partner.

3. Discuss: What is the gist? The gist is what the poem is mostly about. 

“This poem is mostly about ______.”
“When I read this poem, in my mind I see _________.”

4. Choose three of the unfamiliar words you circled. Find the meaning of the words.

5. Read the poem again.

6. Discuss: What animal do you think the poem is about? Why?

7. On the back of this card, draw the picture you see in your mind after reading this poem.

Day 3

Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to complete the task.

Simile: A phrase that compares two different things using the words like or as.
Example from “Breathing Fire”: 

“Black mane and tail streaming out behind him,

Flickering like dark flames licking at the air.”

1. Find a partner.

2. Read the definition of a simile above and the example.

3. Highlight the similes. Look for the clues like or as.

4. Complete the table below for the similes you highlighted. You can draw or write:

	Simile
	This . . .
	is like
	this.

	Black mane and tail streaming out behind him, Flickering like dark flames licking at the air.
	The way the black mane and tail move
	is like
	flames flickering.

	running like the wind!
	The way he runs
	is like
	the wind.

	spray clods of dirt like confetti at a wedding
	The dirt spraying everywhere
	is like
	confetti at a wedding.

	snort the smoke of fire like a dragon
	The way he snorts
	is like
	a dragon breathing smoke out of its nostrils.
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	Independent Reading
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	Unit 3, Week 1: Student Task Card


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
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	Daily Learning Targets


Days 1 and 2: 
· I can read my research reading text independently for 10 minutes. (RI.4.10)

Day 3: 
· I can explain how my research reading connects to something I have been learning in the module lessons. (RI.4.10)

Day 4: 
· I can listen carefully and ask questions of others about their research reading. (RI.4.10, SL.4.1)

Student Materials

Days 1–3:
· Research reading text

· Independent reading journal

· Vocabulary log

Day 4:
· Research reading text

· Vocabulary log

Directions:

Days 1 and 2 

Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to allocate a facilitator and timekeeper. 

1. Read your independent research reading text for 10 minutes. 

2. Record your reading in your independent reading journal (date, text title, author, pages read). 

3. Record any new vocabulary in your vocabulary log. Record academic vocabulary in the front and domain-specific words at the back. 
Day 3

Your teacher will act as timekeeper and facilitator for this task card.

1. Read your research reading text independently for 5 minutes. 

2. Record your reading in your independent reading journal (date, text title, author, pages read). 

3. Record any new vocabulary in your vocabulary log. Record academic words at the front and domain-specific words at the back. 

4. Respond to this prompt in your independent reading journal: How does your reading connect to your work in the module lessons?

Day 4

Get into groups of three or four. Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to allocate a facilitator and timekeeper.

Research Share:

1. Timekeeper: Set a 2-minute timer.

2. Group: Think of:

a. One thing you have learned from your research reading text

b. Two new vocabulary words and their meanings that you have learned from your research text

3. Timekeeper: Set a 2-minute timer.

4. Facilitator: You will go first:

a. Pass your research reading text around.

b. Share one thing that you have learned. (“I have learned__________.”)

c. Share two new vocabulary words and their meanings. (“Two new vocabulary words I have learned are _______ and _______. They mean _______.”)

Group: Listen and think about what else you would like to know about this person’s text. Prepare a question.
5. Timekeeper: Set a 2-minute timer.

6. Group: Take turns asking the facilitator questions. (“Can you tell me more about _______?”)

7. Repeat steps 4–6 with each person in the group.

8. If time allows, choose from the following:

a. Continue to read your free choice reading text.

b. Try out a new text.
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	Additional Work with Complex Text
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	Unit 3, Week 1: Teacher-Guided Student Activity Card (((()


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
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	Daily Learning Targets


Days 2 and 4: 
· I can recognize and explain the meaning of similes and metaphors in a text. (RL.4.4, L.4.4a, L.4.5a)

Student Materials

· Colored pencils or crayons

Directions:

Day 2

Your teacher will guide you through the activities on this card. 

“Breathing Fire”

He turns his head and pricks his ears to a sound that my ears can’t hear,

And suddenly he bolts, running like the wind!

A fiery red blur that I can barely focus my eyes on,

Legs reaching and stretching spray clods of dirt like confetti at a wedding.

Black mane and tail streaming out behind him,

Flickering like dark flames licking at the air.

He stops suddenly, throwing his head high,

And flared nostrils snort the smoke of fire like a dragon in the crisp morning air.
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	Photo by Christina Riley for EL Education.
	ADoseofShipBoy. “Confetti.” Photograph. Flickr. 6 Aug. 2006. Web. 17 June 2016.


Focus on this sentence:

Legs reaching and stretching spray clods of dirt like confetti at a wedding.

	Simile
	The clods of dirt are like ____________________________ because 
_______________________________________________________. 
This helps the reader understand that ________________________
_______________________________________________________.


Draw the simile: On the back of this card, draw an illustration to help the reader visualize what is being described. Be sure to use colored pencils or crayons and detail to show what you learned from the simile.

MORE CHALLENGE: The title of the passage is also a comparison, although it doesn’t use like or as. What comparison does the title make? Explain your thinking.

	

	

	

	


Day 4

Your teacher will guide you through the activities on this card. 

Directions:

Discuss the following questions with your group and record your responses.

1. How would you describe the horse in the poem? Underline four words or phrases in the poem that help you get a mental image of the horse.

2. Find three words about fire. Why do you think the author chose the imagery of fire to describe the horse? What do the fire words help the reader understand? 

a. _____________________________________________________________

b. _____________________________________________________________

c. _____________________________________________________________

“Fire” words help the reader understand: 

	

	


3. How do the similes help you understand the way the horse makes the author feel?

The similes help us understand that the horse makes the author feel: 

	

	


MORE CHALLENGE: Create your own similes. 

	To show that someone/something 
is excited
	To show that someone/something 
is tired
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	Additional Work with Complex Text
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	Unit 3, Week 1: Teacher-Guided Student Activity Card (()


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
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	Daily Learning Targets


Days 2 and 4: 
· I can recognize and explain the meaning of similes and metaphors in a text. (RL.4.4, L.4.4a, L.4.5a)

Student Materials

· N/A

Directions:

Day 2

Your teacher will guide you through the activities on this card. 

“Breathing Fire”

He turns his head and pricks his ears to a sound that my ears can’t hear,
And suddenly he bolts, running like the wind!
A fiery red blur that I can barely focus my eyes on,
Legs reaching and stretching spray clods of dirt like confetti at a wedding.

Black mane and tail streaming out behind him,
Flickering like dark flames licking at the air.
He stops suddenly, throwing his head high,
And flared nostrils snort the smoke of fire like a dragon in the crisp morning air.
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	Photo by Christina Riley for EL Education.
	ADoseofShipBoy. “Confetti.” Photograph. Flickr. 6 Aug. 2006. Web. 17 June 2016.


Focus on this sentence:

Legs reaching and stretching spray clods of dirt like confetti at a wedding.

	Simile
	The clods of dirt are like ____________________________ because 
_______________________________________________________. 
This helps the reader understand that ________________________
_______________________________________________________.


Day 4

Your teacher will guide you through the activities on this card. 

Directions:

Focus on these lines: 

“Black mane and tail streaming out behind him
Flickering like dark flames licking at the air.” 
1. Sketch what you picture in your mind when you read the poem and this line from the poem.

2. Share your sketch with your group. Use these sentence frames if you need them: 

a. “In my mind, I picture _______________ because the poem says _______.”

b. “I drew a _______ because the poem says _____.”

3. Find three words about fire. Why do you think the author chose the imagery of fire to describe the horse? What do the fire words help the reader understand? 

a. _____________________________________________________________

b. _____________________________________________________________

c. _____________________________________________________________
“Fire” words help the reader understand:
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	Unit 3, Week 1: Teacher-Guided Student Activity Card
(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
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	Daily Learning Targets


Days 2 and 4: 

· I can recognize and explain the meaning of similes and metaphors in a text. (RL.4.4, L.4.4a, L.4.5a)

Student Materials

· N/A

Directions:

Day 2

Your teacher will guide you through the activities on this card. 

“Breathing Fire”

He turns his head and pricks his ears to a sound that my ears can’t hear,
And suddenly he bolts, running like the wind!
A fiery red blur that I can barely focus my eyes on,
Legs reaching and stretching spray clods of dirt like confetti at a wedding.

Black mane and tail streaming out behind him,
Flickering like dark flames licking at the air.
He stops suddenly, throwing his head high,
And flared nostrils snort the smoke of fire like a dragon in the crisp morning air.
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	Photo by Christina Riley for EL Education.
	ADoseofShipBoy. “Confetti.” Photograph. Flickr. 6 Aug. 2006. Web. 17 June 2016.


Focus on this sentence:

Legs reaching and stretching spray clods of dirt like confetti at a wedding.

	Simile
	Sample student response:

The clods of dirt are like confetti because they spray out and fly through the air like confetti does. 
This helps the reader understand that lots of dirt goes flying in all directions when a horse runs.


(((() MORE CHALLENGE: The title of the passage is also a comparison, although it doesn’t use like or as. What comparison does the title make? Explain your thinking.

Sample student response: The horse doesn’t really breathe fire, but the way it snorts in the morning air, as described in the final lines of the poem, makes it look like a dragon that is breathing fire.
Day 4

Your teacher will guide you through the activities on this card. 

Directions:
(((() Discuss the following questions with your group and record your responses.

How would you describe the horse in the poem? Underline four words or phrases in the poem that help you get a mental image of the horse.


Student responses will vary, but could include:

“Breathing Fire”

He turns his head and pricks his ears to a sound that my ears can’t hear,

And suddenly he bolts, running like the wind!

A fiery red blur that I can barely focus my eyes on,

Legs reaching and stretching spray clods of dirt like confetti at a wedding.

Black mane and tail streaming out behind him,

Flickering like dark flames licking at the air.

He stops suddenly, throwing his head high,

And flared nostrils snort the smoke of fire like a dragon in the crisp morning air.

Find three words about fire. Why do you think the author chose the imagery of fire to describe the horse? What do the fire words help the reader understand? 

a. Fiery red

b. Flickering

c. Dark flames

“Fire” words help the reader understand:

Sample student response: Fire words help the reader understand the comparison of the horse to a dragon that breathes fire. 

(((() How do the similes help you understand the way the horse makes the author feel?

Sample student response: The similes help us understand that the horse makes the author feel like the horse is strong and powerful because a fire is strong and powerful.
(((() MORE CHALLENGE: Create your own similes. 

	To show someone/something that is excited
	To show someone/something that is tired

	Sample student response: The man leaped in the air like a frog when he heard the good news.
	Sample student response: The dog walked toward the man as slowly as a snail because he was so tired from running fast.
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	Reading and Speaking Fluency
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	Unit 3, Week 1: Student Task Card


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
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	Daily Learning Targets


Day 2: 

· I can set fluency goals. (RF.4.4)

· I can help my partner self-assess his or her reading fluency. (RF.4.4)

Day 4: 

· I can read a passage aloud fluently. (RF.4.4)

Student Materials

Days 2 and 4:
· “The Wind and the Moon”

· Fluency Self-Assessment Checklist

Directions:

Day 2

Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to complete the task.

1. Whisper read your excerpt from “The Wind and the Moon” to yourself.

2. Find a partner who is reading the same passage as you and number yourselves A and B. 

3. Read the text aloud together (at the same time).

4. Partner A read aloud.

5. Partner B use the Fluency Self-Assessment Checklist to identify a star and a step for partner A.

6. Partner B read aloud.

7. Partner A use the Fluency Self-Assessment Checklist to identify a star and a step for partner B.

8. Use the star and step from your partner to write something you are good at, and something you want to get better at:

	I am good at . . .
	I want to get better at . . .

	
	


9. Talk to your partner: What can I do to get better?

10.  Record how you will get better:

	

	


11.  If you have time, practice reading aloud again. Try to work on the thing you want to get better at.

Day 4

Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to complete the task.

Get into groups of three or four. Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to allocate a facilitator and timekeeper.

1. Reread the criteria on your Fluency Self-Assessment Checklist as a group.

2. Read what you recorded on your task card on Day 2 about what you want to get better at and how you can do it.

3. Practice whisper reading your excerpt from “The Wind and the Moon” to yourself.

4. Facilitator: Reads his or her fluency passage aloud while the group listens. 

5. Each person in the group gives a star—something they liked about the reading fluency. Use these examples to help you:

a. “I liked how you stopped—it made the next sentence very dramatic.”

b. “The speed of your reading was appropriate—especially when _______. Great job!”

c. “I liked how you corrected the pronunciation of _____.”

d. “I noticed that you _____.”

e. “I liked how your voice was expressive—it helped me better understand the feelings of the characters.” 

6. Repeat steps 4–5 with each person in the group reading aloud.

7. Self-assess where you are now on the fluency checklist by placing a check mark in the columns.
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