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Mid-Unit 1 Assessment: 
Summarizing a Poem and Comparing Prose and Poetry

(For Teacher Reference)

This assessment centers on CCSS ELA RL.4.1, RL.4.2, RL.4.5, RL.4.10, and W.4.9a. Students apply what they have learned about reading poems to a familiar poem as well as to a new poem. In Part I, they reread “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” and compare the poem to a prose version of the same event by completing a chart. They then show their understanding of the elements of poetry by answering selected response questions about the poem. In Part II, students read a new poem and write a summary, demonstrating their ability to use details from the poem to determine a theme and summarize the text.
CCSS Addressed:

· RL.4.1: Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

· RL.4.2: Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text.

· RL.4.5: Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the structural elements of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts of characters, settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) when writing or speaking about a text.

· RL.4.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, in the grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

· W.4.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

A. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions].”).

Mid-Unit 1 Assessment: 
Summarizing a Poem and Comparing Prose and Poetry

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

This assessment has two parts. In Part I, you will reread “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” and compare the poem to prose by completing a chart. Then you will answer selected response questions about the poem. In Part II, you will read a new poem from Love That Dog and write a summary.

Part I: Reread the poem “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” by Robert Frost (in the Appendix of Love that Dog). Then read a version of the same event written in prose below.

“Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” (prose version)

The man and his horse were far from the village, on a lonely road between the woods and the frozen lake. It was snowing hard. It was dark and beautiful. Even though it didn’t make sense, the man stopped to watch the snow come down in the quiet woods. The sound of his horse shaking his harness reminded the man that it was time to get going. He still had so much to do, and it was a long way home.
1. Complete the chart to explain one way in which the prose and poetry versions are the same, and two ways that they are different. Be sure to give examples from each text to support your response. (RL.4.5)

	Similarity/Difference
	Example from Prose
	Example from Poem

	Similarity:
	
	

	Difference 1:
	
	

	Difference 2:
	
	


Refer to the poem “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” by Robert Frost when answering the questions below.

2. Which of the following describes the structure of the poem? (RL.4.5)
A.
The poem has four stanzas and four lines in each stanza.
B.
The poem has four paragraphs and four sentences in each paragraph.
C.
The poem is made up of 16 sentences.
D.
The poem has four stanzas and four sentences in each stanza.
3. What is imagery? Use an example from the poem to explain your answer. (RL.4.5)
	

	

	

	

	

	


Part II: Read Jack’s poem about the animal shelter on pages 25–27. Then write a summary of the poem. (RL.4.2, W.4.9a)

Be sure your summary includes:

· An introduction to the text stating the title, pages, and author
· A brief outline of what the text is about
· A possible theme (the point or message the author wants you to take away) of Jack’s poem
· Details from the text to support your theme
· A brief explanation of how Jack uses one of the poetry elements we studied (structure, imagery, rhyme/rhythm, or repetition) to help the reader better understand the theme of the poem
You can use the note-catcher on the next page to capture your notices about the characteristics of poetry, as well as the theme and supporting details. This will not be assessed.

	Title of Poem and Poet
	Notices
	Characteristics of Poetry

	
	
	Structure (how the poem is organized):
— Stanza: a group of lines divided by a space
— Line: a row with a group of words

	
	
	Rhyme and Meter (whether the poem rhymes and the rhythm or beat)
— Free verse: doesn’t rhyme or have a rhythm

	
	
	Imagery (words and phrases an author uses to help the reader imagine with the senses—sight, sound, touch, taste, smell)

	
	
	Repetition (repeated words and phrases)


	Theme:

	Supporting Detail:
	Supporting Detail:


Summary:

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Mid-Unit 1 Assessment: 
Summarizing a Poem and Comparing Prose and Poetry

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

This assessment has two parts. In Part I, you will reread “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” and compare the poem to prose by completing a chart. Then you will answer selected response questions about the poem. In Part II, you will read a new poem from Love That Dog and write a summary.

Part I: Reread the poem “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” by Robert Frost (in the Appendix of Love that Dog). Then read a version of the same event written in prose below.

“Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” (prose version)

The man and his horse were far from the village, on a lonely road between the woods and the frozen lake. It was snowing hard. It was dark and beautiful. Even though it didn’t make sense, the man stopped to watch the snow come down in the quiet woods. The sound of his horse shaking his harness reminded the man that it was time to get going. He still had so much to do, and it was a long way home.
1. Complete the chart to explain one way in which the prose and poetry versions are the same, and two ways that they are different. Be sure to give examples from each text to support your response. (RL.4.5)

Answers will vary. Sample responses below.
	Similarity/Difference
	Example from Prose
	Example from Poem

	Similarity:

They are both about a man who stops to watch the snow fall in the woods with his horse.
	He still had so much to do, and it was a long way home.
	But I have promises to keep,

And miles to go before I sleep.



	Difference 1:

The poem uses rhyme and repetition, and the prose does not.
	He still had so much to do, and it was a long way home.
	But I have promises to keep, And miles to go before I sleep, And miles to go before I sleep.

	Difference 2:

The poem has a capital letter at the beginning of each line, and the prose has a capital letter at the beginning of each sentence.
	The sound of his horse shaking his harness reminded the man that it was time to get going.
	He gives his harness bells a shake

To ask if there is some mistake.




Refer to the poem “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” by Robert Frost when answering the questions below.

2. Which of the following describes the structure of the poem? (RL.4.5)
A.
The poem has four stanzas and four lines in each stanza.
B.
The poem has four paragraphs and four sentences in each paragraph.
C.
The poem is made up of 16 sentences.
D.
The poem has four stanzas and four sentences in each stanza.
3. What is imagery? Use an example from the poem to explain your answer. (RL.4.5)

Answers will vary. Sample response below.

Imagery is when authors make pictures with words that help the reader see, feel, or hear what is happening in the poem. One example is “He gives his harness bells a shake.” This line helps the reader imagine the sound of harness bells ringing in the quiet woods.

Part II: Read Jack’s poem about the animal shelter on pages 25–27. Then write a summary of the poem. (RL.4.2, W.4.9a)

Be sure your summary includes:

· An introduction to the text stating the title, pages, and author
· A brief outline of what the text is about
· A possible theme (the point or message the author wants you to take away) of Jack’s poem
· Details from the text to support your theme
· A brief explanation of how Jack uses one of the poetry elements we studied (structure, imagery, rhyme/rhythm, or repetition) to help the reader better understand the theme of the poem
You can use this note-catcher to capture your notices about the characteristics of poetry, as well as the theme and supporting details. This will not be assessed.
	Title of Poem and Poet
	Notices
	Characteristics of Poetry

	
	
	Structure (how the poem is organized):
— Stanza: a group of lines divided by a space
— Line: a row with a group of words

	
	
	Rhyme and Meter (whether the poem rhymes and the rhythm or beat)
— Free verse: doesn’t rhyme or have a rhythm

	
	
	Imagery (words and phrases an author uses to help the reader imagine with the senses—sight, sound, touch, taste, smell)

	
	
	Repetition (repeated words and phrases)


	Theme:

	Supporting Detail:
	Supporting Detail:


Summary:

Answers will vary. Sample response below.

This poem is about a father who takes his son on a drive and surprises him by stopping at the animal shelter. They walk past many dogs. Jack uses imagery to show how much the dogs wanted to go home with him. He writes that they were “bark, bark, barking” and “jumping up against the wire cage” like “they were saying Me! Me! Choose me!” Finally, Jack and his father come to a yellow dog who is different. He is not jumping or barking. He has big black eyes, and his tail is “wag-wag-wagging.” Jack chooses the yellow dog, and they take him home. This happy part of the poem is followed by Jack’s sadness in the last stanza:

“And the other dogs

in the cages get killed dead

if no one chooses them.”

This poem is about how some things that happen can be both happy and sad at the same time. Jack is happy about his new dog, but sad for all the other dogs not chosen.

Evaluate responses using the rubric on the following page.
Note: Responses are assessed on mastery of RL.4.2 and W.4.9a, not on the quality of written expression.

Summarizing a Poem Rubric

	Advanced
	Proficient
	Developing
	Beginning

	Accurately identifies and clearly describes the key events in the poem.
	Accurately identifies and briefly describes the key events in the poem.
	Accurately identifies and briefly describes most key events.
	Missing many key events and/or events are described in a way that indicates misunderstanding.

	Identifies and explains how the author uses more than one of the poetry elements studied, supporting each with at least one example from the text.
	Identifies and explains how the author uses structure, imagery, rhyme/rhythm, or repetition in the story using an example from the text.
	Identifies how the author uses structure, imagery, rhyme/rhythm, or repetition in the story, but does not include an example from the text.
	Does not identify how the author uses structure, imagery, rhyme/rhythm, or repetition in the poem

	Identifies an insightful theme and briefly explains its relationship to the events or craft in the poem.
	States a plausible theme and briefly explains its relationship to the events or craft in the poem.
	States a plausible theme but does not explain its relationship to the events or craft in the poem.
	No theme stated or stated theme indicates a misunderstanding of the poem.
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