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Name: _________________________________________________ Date: ______________________________

Fluency Self-Assessment Checklist

	READING FLUENCY CHECKLIST

	
	Characteristics of Fluent Reading
	Symbol
	4
Advanced
	3
Proficient
	2
Developing
	1
Beginning

	RF.4b, RF.4c
	I can read all/almost all of the words correctly.
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4c
	I can correct myself and reread when what I read was wrong or didn’t make sense.
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4a, RF.4b
	I can read at a speed that is appropriate for the piece.
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4a, RF.4b
	I can read smoothly without many breaks.
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4a, RF.4b
	I can read groups of related words and phrases together.
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4a, RF.4b
	I can notice and read punctuation. 

(Examples: Pauses after a comma and period, questions sound like questions, dialogue sounds like someone saying it, exclamations in an excited voice.)
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4b
	I can use the appropriate tone to express the author’s meaning.
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4b
	I can use facial expressions and body language to match the expression in my voice.
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4b
	I can use the appropriate volume and change volume naturally as if I am talking to a friend.
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	Reading and Speaking Fluency/GUM
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	Unit 3, Week 1, Day 1: Teacher-Guided Student Activity Card


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
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	Daily Learning Targets


· I can evaluate my own fluency strengths and set a fluency goal. (RF.3.4)

Student Materials
· Fluency passage

· Fluency Self-Assessment Checklist

Directions:

Reading fluency: ability to read without sounding out every word and reading smoothly in the way that the author meant for it to sound.

1. Self-assess where you are with each of the highlighted criteria on your checklist by placing a check mark in the appropriate column. 

2. Discuss with a partner, then write. I am good at:
	

	

	


3. Discuss with a partner, then write. I want to get better at:
	

	

	


	[image: image4.jpg]5
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	Unit 3, Week 1: Fluency Passage: Excerpt from “Transparent Wonder” ([image: image6.jpg]
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Excerpt from “Transparent Wonder”

Deep in the rainforest of South America is the most amazing frog. The glass frog is resting on a leaf. It is almost invisible to anybody looking at the leaf. 

The Glass Frog’s Body

Glass frogs have transparent skin on their bellies. You can see their insides! You can see their hearts and their stomachs. You can even see their blood and bones! Glass frogs’ backs are green and see-through. This makes them very hard to see when they are sitting on a green leaf. They often have gold colored eyes. They can see things from very far away. Many of them are very small, even as small as an almond! 

Written by EL Education
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	Unit 3, Week 1: Fluency Passage: Excerpt from “All about the Water-Holding Frog” ([image: image10.jpg]
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Excerpt from “All about the Water-Holding Frog”

A Water-Holding Frog’s Body

Water-holding frogs have wide heads and thick bodies. They also have webbed back feet. Water-holding frogs are usually gray, dark brown, or green and have a white belly. Their skin is smooth to the touch except for the warts spread over the body.

Where Does the Water-Holding Frog Live?

The water-holding frog lives in the dry deserts of Australia. In many ways, these frogs are just like any other, until the water from the last rains dry up.

An Amazing Adaptation!

A water-holding frog can store water in its body and live underground for a long time. When it rains, the water-holding frog absorbs half of its weight in water! This water is stored in its bladder and in pockets in its skin.

When the ground starts to dry up, the water-holding frog uses its webbed feet to dig. It digs deep into the ground to escape the sun and heat. The frog will then surround itself in a dead-skin cocoon. The cocoon helps the frog keep the water inside its body.

When the rain begins again, the water-holding frog will break out of its cocoon and dig out of the ground. It will then look for small frogs, tadpoles, and insects to eat. 

Written by EL Education
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	Unit 3, Week 1: Fluency Passage: Excerpt from “The Amazon Horned Frog” ([image: image13.jpg]
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Excerpt from “The Amazon Horned Frog”

Habitat 

Amazon horned frogs live in ponds of the Amazon basin in South America. The Amazon basin contains the Amazon rain forest, which stretches out through many countries in South America, including Colombia, Brazil, Peru, and Ecuador. This means you can find an Amazon horned frog in many places. 

Physical Characteristics

Amazon horned frogs are huge. They can weigh up to a pound and grow up to 8 inches long! Female Amazon horned frogs are mostly tan. The tan color makes it easier for the females to hide. The male frogs are many different shades of green and look like the leaves in the forest. 

Amazon horned frogs have an enormous mouth with very sharp teeth. Amazingly, they swallow what they eat whole, which means they take only one big gulp to eat their prey. Some scientists call the Amazon horned frog the “Pac Man” of frogs.

Amazon horned frogs have small horns above their eyes that help them hide under the leaves on the forest floor. Their horns look just like leaf stems. 

Predators and Prey

One other amazing feature of the Amazon horned frog is that they don’t care at all about what they eat. They eat almost anything that they can catch in their large mouths. They catch their prey by ambushing it. Amazon horned frogs are truly amazing frogs! 

Written by EL Education for instructional purposes.

	[image: image14.emf]
	Additional Work with Complex Text
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	Unit 3, Week 1: Student Task Card


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
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	Daily Learning Targets


Day 1: 
· I can use a glossary to determine the meaning of unknown words and phrases (L.3.1h, L.3.1i)

Day 3: 
· I can use what I know about conjunctions to understand a complex sentence. (L.3.1h, L.3.1i

Student Materials
Days 1 and 3:

· Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures

· Glossary

Directions:

Day 1

Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to complete the task.

1. Find a partner.

2. Go to pages 18–19 of Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures and take a glossary.

3. With your partner, read these parts aloud:
· the gold frog

· the red-eyed tree frog

· the tree hole frog

· the wood frog
· Use the glossary for pages 18–19 for any words you don’t understand. On your glossary, circle the words you learned.

4. Pick one part of the text you read. What was the gist? Tell your partner.

5. Use words, pictures, or both and record the gist here:

	


MORE CHALLENGE: Find a new partner and repeat steps 4–5.
Day 3

Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to complete the task.

PART A

1. Find a partner.

2. Read about the red-eyed tree frog on page 18 of Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures.

3. Look at the two sentence chunks. Find this sentence in the text:

	It is also known as the “monkey frog”
	because of its excellent climbing skills.


4. Why is the red-eyed tree frog also known as the “monkey frog”? 

5. Which sentence chunk tells the reason the red-eyed tree frog is also known as the “monkey frog”? Circle it.

6. What word introduces the chunk that tells the reason? Underline this word.

PART B

1. Read about the wood frog on page 19 of Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures. 

2. Look at the two sentence chunks. Find this sentence in the text:

	It finds cracks in rocks, or gaps in logs, or can bury itself in leaves, 

	to get through the cold winters.


3. Why does the wood frog find cracks in rocks, or gaps in logs, or bury itself in leaves? 

4. Which sentence chunk tells the reason that the wood frog finds cracks in rocks, or gaps in logs, or buries itself in leaves? Circle it.

5. What word introduces the chunk that tells the reason? Underline this word.

6. If you have time, find a new partner. Discuss how the red-eyed tree frog and wood frog are different.

MORE CHALLENGE:
Below, draw and label a picture of each of the three things the wood frog does to get through the winter. 
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	Unit 3, Week 1, Day 1: Glossary


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Directions: Save this glossary. You will use it all next week. Circle each new word you learn.

amplify (verb)

to make louder or greater

canopy (noun)

the highest layer in the rainforest, containing the tops of trees

dwell (verb)

to live or stay in

gap (noun)

a space or opening between two things

leaf litter (noun)

dead leaves that have fallen to the forest floor

mainly (adverb)

for the most part; mostly

mating call (noun)

the sound made by an animal to attract a mate (another animal to live or breed with)

tree hollow (noun)

an empty space inside a tree

Definitions adapted from Wordsmyth online dictionary http://www.wordsmyth.net/
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	Additional Work with Complex Text
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	Unit 3, Week 1, Day 3: Student Task Card
(Answers for Teacher Reference)


Day 3

Note: Answers students should have circled are bold.

	It is also known as the “monkey frog”
	because of its excellent climbing skills.


Why is the red-eyed tree frog also known as the “monkey frog”? because of its excellent climbing skills.

	It finds cracks in rocks, or gaps in logs, or can bury itself in leaves, 

	to get through the cold winters.


Why does the wood frog find cracks in rocks, or gaps in logs, or bury itself in leaves? to get through the cold winters.
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	Independent Reading

	[image: image22.jpg]



	Unit 3, Week 1: Student Task Card


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
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	Daily Learning Targets


Days 1 and 2: 
· I can read my research reading text independently for 10 minutes. (RI.3.10)

Day 3: 
· I can explain how my research reading connects to something I have been learning in the module lessons. (RI.3.10)

Day 4: 
· I can listen carefully and ask questions of others about their research reading. (RI.3.10, SL.3.1)

Student Materials

Days 1–3:

· Research reading text 

· Independent reading journal 

· Vocabulary log 

Day 4:

· Research reading text 
· Vocabulary log

Directions:

Days 1 and 2 

Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to allocate a facilitator and timekeeper. 

1. Read your independent research reading text for 10 minutes. 

2. Record your reading in your independent reading journal (date, text title, author, pages read). 

3. Record any new vocabulary in your vocabulary log. Record academic vocabulary in the front and topical words at the back. 

Day 3

Your teacher will act as timekeeper and facilitator for this task card.

1. Read your research reading text independently for 5 minutes. 

2. Record your reading in your independent reading journal (date, text title, author, pages read). 

3. Record any new vocabulary in your vocabulary log. Record academic words at the front and topical words at the back. 

4. Respond to this prompt in your independent reading journal: How does your reading connect to your work in the module lessons?

Day 4

Get into groups of three or four. Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to allocate a facilitator and timekeeper.

Research Share:

1. Timekeeper: Set a 2-minute timer.

2. Group: Think of:

· One thing you have learned from your research reading text

· Two new vocabulary words and their meanings that you have learned from your research text

3. Timekeeper: Set a 2-minute timer.

4. Facilitator: You will go first:

· Pass your research reading text around.

· Share one thing that you have learned. (“I have learned__________.”)

· Share two new vocabulary words and their meanings. (“Two new vocabulary words I have learned are _______ and _______.”)

Group: Listen and think about what else you would like to know about this person’s text. Prepare a question.

5. Timekeeper: Set a 2-minute timer.

6. Group: Take turns asking the facilitator questions.

7. Repeat steps 4–6 with each person in the group.

8. If time allows, choose from the following:

· Continue to read your free choice reading text.

· Try out a new text.
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	Additional Work with Complex Text
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	Unit 3, Week 1, Day 2: Sentence Strips


	since it can’t jump or climb very well.

	It is a ground-dweller,
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	Additional Work with Complex Text
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	Unit 3, Week 1, Day 4: Language Dive Sentence Strip Chunks: Tree Hole Frog



	The little frog


	uses tree hollows


	to amplify its mating calls


	so that it can be heard over long distances.
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	Reading and Speaking Fluency
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	Unit 3, Week 1: Student Task Card


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

	[image: image30.png]



	Daily Learning Targets


Day 2: 
· I can help my partner self-assess his or her reading fluency. (RF.3.4)

Day 4: 
· I can read a passage aloud fluently. (RF.3.4)

Student Materials
Days 2 and 4:

· Fluency Self-Assessment Checklist 

· Fluency passage 

Directions: 

Day 2

Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to complete the task.

1. Look at the criteria highlighted on your Fluency Self-Assessment Checklist on Day 1. 

2. Whisper read your fluency passage to yourself.

3. Find a partner who is reading the same passage as you and label yourselves A and B. 

4. Read the text aloud together (at the same time).

5. Partner A: read aloud. Partner B: listen for one star and one step.

6. Partner B: share your star and step with partner A.

7. Partner B: read aloud. Partner A: listen for one star and one step.

8. Partner A: share your star and step with partner B.

9. Write your star and step in the boxes below.

	Star
	Step

	
	


Day 4

Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to complete the task.

1. Get into groups of three or four. 

2. Read the highlighted criteria on your Fluency Self-Assessment Checklist.

3. Whisper read your fluency passage to yourself.

4. One person in the group reads his or her fluency passage to the group. 

5. Each person in the group gives a star. Use these examples to help you:

· “I liked how your voice was expressive—it helps me to better understand the meaning of the text.” 

· “I liked your (serious/happy/frightened/hopeful) tone. It matched what the author was trying to say.”

· “The speed of your reading was perfect—especially when _____.”

· “I noticed that you _____.”

6. Repeat steps 4–5 with another student in the group reading.

7. Self-assess on your fluency checklist. Draw a check mark in the columns of the highlighted criteria. Choose a different colored pencil from the one you used on your self-assessment on Days 1–3. 

8. Share your self-assessment with an elbow partner and explain how you have improved your reading fluency this week.
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