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End-of-Unit 3 Assessment: Informative Essay: Revising and Editing a Description of My Freaky Frog

(For Teacher Reference)

This assessment centers on CCSS ELA W.3.2, W.3.5, W.3.10, L.3.1.h, L.3.1.i, and L.3.6 and has two parts. In Part I, students revise and write a final draft of their informative text about their chosen freaky frog, and in Part II of the assessment, students answer selected response questions targeting assessment of language standards.
CCSS Addressed:
· W.3.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.

· W.3.2a: Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when useful to aiding comprehension.

· W.3.2b: Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details.

· W.3.2c: Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to connect ideas within categories of information.

· W.3.2d: Provide a concluding statement or section.

· W.3.5: With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing.

· W.3.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

· L.3.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

· L.3.1h: Use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions.

· L.3.1i: Produce simple, compound, and complex sentences.

· L.3.6: Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversational, general academic, and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal spatial and temporal relationships (e.g., After dinner that night we went looking for them).

Informative Essay: Revising and Editing a Description of My Freaky Frog, Part I

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

Note: Part 1 of this assessment is optional. Alternatively, teachers can assess the ability to use a variety of sentence types by looking for evidence of simple, compound, and complex sentences in the student’s writing.
Directions: A third-grader is writing an informative paragraph for her class about the tree frog. Read the draft of the paragraph below and complete the tasks that follow.

Some frogs live in trees. They are called tree frogs. Frogs need to live where it is wet. It is humid in the rain forest and everything stays moist. The trees are always wet. The frogs can live in them all the time. Tree frogs are good climbers because they live on trees. Most tree frogs are tiny. They don’t weigh very much. Some even live high up in the rain forest canopies!
1. Which of the following is a simple sentence? (L.3.1.i)

A. It is humid in the rain forest and everything stays moist.

B. Tree frogs are good climbers because they live on trees.

C. The trees are always wet.
The writer wants to improve her piece by using compound and complex sentences. On the lines on the next page, show how she could combine two simple sentences by writing a single complex or compound sentence instead. (L.3.1.i) 

Responses may vary.
2. Some frogs live in trees. They are called tree frogs.

Some frogs live in trees, and they are called tree frogs.
Because some frogs live in trees, they are called tree frogs.
3. The trees are always wet. The frogs can live in them all the time.

The trees are always wet, so the frogs can live in them all the time.
Because the trees are always wet, the frogs can live in them all the time.
4. Most tree frogs are tiny. They don’t weigh very much.

Most tree frogs are tiny, and they don’t weigh very much.
Most tree frogs are tiny, so they don’t weigh very much.
5. Underline the conjunctions you used in the new sentences you wrote. (L.3.1.h)

Responses will vary.
Informative Essay: Revising and Editing a Description of My Freaky Frog, Part II

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Directions: You have already written a first draft of your informative text about your freaky frog, and you have started revising it.

Finish revising your informative text draft using teacher and peer feedback. Then, publish a final draft that includes all of your revisions.
REMEMBER: A well-written, informative text:

· clearly states a focus and stays focused throughout the piece

· has an introduction that gives readers important information they need to understand the piece

· uses accurate and relevant facts, definitions, and details to support the focus

· clearly presents information that is easy to understand and engages the reader

· follows rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar)

· incorporates research from sources

· has a conclusion that restates the focus

· uses words that show you are knowledgeable about the topic
Now, begin work on revising your first draft and publishing your final draft. Manage your time carefully so that you can:

1. Reread your first draft.

2. Reread teacher feedback.

3. Revise your first draft to incorporate teacher feedback.

4. Highlight the changes you are making in yellow as you revise.

5. Write a final draft of your informative text including all of your revisions.

Informative Essay: Revising and Editing a Description of My Freaky Frog, Part II

(For Teacher Reference)

Directions: Use the Writing Informal Assessment: Writing and Language Skills Checklist (Grade 3) to gather evidence of mastery of the writing process and key writing and language standards over the course of the school year. Date the box below each skill each time students show mastery. Evidence may come from observing students and/or from student work. Since each piece of student writing is unique and students will master skills at different rates, not all of the descriptors on the checklist will be evident on this assessment. Record a date only for those skills for which students show clear evidence of mastery and continue to look for evidence periodically, using both observation and student work, throughout the school year. A skill observed three times can be considered mastered.

In addition, check students’ first draft for yellow highlighting, which should show changes made during revising and editing. It is difficult to quantify how many changes should be made to a particular piece; this will vary based on the quality of the first draft. In general, evidence of 3–6 improvements in word choice, organization, sentence structure, or conventions will show that students are becoming competent in revising and editing their own writing.

Finally, for content and style, assess the final draft writing using the Informative/Explanatory: Grade 3 rubric and the annotated sample piece provided.

Informative Essay: Revising and Editing a Description of My Freaky Frog, Part II

(Sample Proficient Response: Scorepoint 3, for Teacher Reference)

	Use all rows on the Informative/Explanatory Writing Rubric: Grade 3 and the sample response below to assess student writing.
	

	It sounds like a trinket you might find on your grandma’s shelf, but the glass frog is not made of glass at all! The glass frog lives in the rain forest of South America in countries like Costa Rica. It is a small frog that lives in the trees in the rain forest canopy. It can be as small as a penny! Just like other frogs, it eats insects like flies and small spiders. Birds and snakes are predators of the glass frog.1 The glass frog has some very special features that help it survive.2
	1Engages the reader and introduces the topic with some context about the glass frog.
2Focus is clearly stated and maintained throughout the piece.

	There are a couple of unique things about the glass frog that help keep it safe. The first thing is that it is transparent. Transparent means that you can see right through it! If you flip a glass frog over, you can see its insides—stomach, heart, bones, everything! This makes it difficult for predators and prey to see it, which helps the glass frog to survive. The other unique thing3 about the glass frog is that it lays eggs on the underside of leaves above streams so that the tadpoles drop straight into the stream when they hatch.4 Predators that eat frog eggs might not notice the tasty lunch under the leaf. More eggs survive because they aren’t easy to find. The glass frog is an expert at hiding.5
	3 Uses linking words and phrases: “The first thing …” “The other unique thing …”
4 Develops the topic by integrating relevant facts, definitions, and details from the source materials
5 Related information is grouped together in a coherent paragraph.

	The glass frog has the same predators and prey as other kinds of frogs, but its see-through skin is a unique adaptation that helps it to survive. Laying eggs on the underside of leaves is a unique behavior that also helps it to survive. This transparent frog is an invisible superhero!6
	6 Concluding paragraph restates the focus of the piece and adds a bit of reflection


	Source:7 
	7 Provides a list of sources

	Hedin, E. “Transparent Wonder.” September 2015. New York City: EL Education.8
	

	8In this piece, the writer clearly addresses the research question with a relevant focus statement (“The glass frog has some very special features that help it survive”) and supports the focus with facts and details from sources. Elaboration after each fact (“More eggs survive because they aren’t easy to find”) shows an understanding of the concept of adaptation. The writer accurately uses grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific vocabulary to inform and explain about the topic (transparent, unique, predator). The voice and tone are appropriate for purpose and audience, formal enough to show expertise on the topic but interesting to an audience of second- or third-graders.

The piece is well organized, with an introductory paragraph, a body paragraph, and a concluding paragraph that restates the focus and adds a bit of reflection (“This transparent frog is an invisible superhero!”).


Informative Essay: Revising and Editing a Description of My Freaky Frog, Part I

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Note: Part 1 of this assessment is optional. Alternatively, teachers can assess the ability to use a variety of sentence types by looking for evidence of simple, compound, and complex sentences in the student’s writing.

Directions: A third-grader is writing an informative paragraph for her class about the tree frog. Read the draft of the paragraph below and complete the tasks that follow.
Some frogs live in trees. They are called tree frogs. Frogs need to live where it is wet. It is humid in the rain forest and everything stays moist. The trees are always wet. The frogs can live in them all the time. Tree frogs are good climbers because they live on trees. Most tree frogs are tiny. They don’t weigh very much. Some even live high up in the rain forest canopies!
1. Which of the following is a simple sentence? (L.3.1.i)

A. It is humid in the rain forest and everything stays moist.

B. Tree frogs are good climbers because they live on trees.

C. The trees are always wet.

The writer wants to improve her piece by using compound and complex sentences. On the lines on the next page, show how she could combine two simple sentences by writing a single complex or compound sentence instead. (L.3.1.i) 
2. Some frogs live in trees. They are called tree frogs.
	


3. The trees are always wet. The frogs can live in them all the time.
	


4. Most tree frogs are tiny. They don’t weigh very much.
	


5. Underline the conjunctions you used in the new sentences you wrote. (L.3.1.h)

Informative Essay: Revising and Editing a Description of My Freaky Frog, Part II

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Directions: You have already written a first draft of your informative text about your freaky frog, and you have started revising it.

Finish revising your informative text draft using teacher and peer feedback. Then, publish a final draft that includes all of your revisions.

REMEMBER: A well-written, informative text:

· clearly states a focus and stays focused throughout the piece

· has an introduction that gives readers important information they need to understand the piece

· uses accurate and relevant facts, definitions, and details to support the focus

· clearly presents information that is easy to understand and engages the reader

· follows rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar)

· incorporates research from sources

· has a conclusion that restates the focus

· uses words that show you are knowledgeable about the topic

Now, begin work on revising your first draft and publishing your final draft. Manage your time carefully so that you can:

1. Reread your first draft.

2. Reread teacher feedback.

3. Revise your first draft to incorporate teacher feedback.

4. Highlight the changes you are making in yellow as you revise.

5. Write a final draft of your informative text including all of your revisions.[image: image1.emf]
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