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Engagement Text: “Baby Cougars”

Sunnyside Gazette Edition 11: “Baby Cougars Born at City Zoo”

By Nina Newsnose

The City Zoo has some new additions! The zoo’s female cougar, Lou, gave birth to two healthy cougar cubs over the weekend. The male cub was named Cooper and the female was named Katrina. 

Like all cougar cubs, both were born with brown fur dotted with black spots. Their spots will begin to fade soon and continue to do so until they are completely gone, probably by the time the cougars are about two years old.  

This is Lou’s first litter of cubs. Frank Fauna, head zookeeper, tells us, “Lou is only four years old, which is still quite young. She could give birth to several more litters of cubs in her lifetime.” 

The new cougar cubs will stay very close to their mother for the next few weeks, but if you are lucky, you might catch a glimpse of them! But you will need to go soon. The zoo’s hours are limited as the weather gets colder, and the zoo will be closed for the months of January and February. 

Zoo Hours

Saturday–Sunday: 12:00 p.m. –5:00 p.m.

Monday: Closed

Tuesday–Friday: 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.

Words used from cycle: zoo, new, cougar, Lou, Cooper, continue, few, Tuesday

Decodable Student Reader Routine Planning 
and Recording Template

	Students:


	Microphase of Students:
	Text Title: 

	Components
	Planning
	Record  
Observations

	Whisper Read
If the majority of the group needs more support reading some words or pages with automaticity and fluency:

· Echo read the text again (teacher reads a page then students echo) 

· Choral read as a group so that teacher can support and guide as needed

· Revisit a specific word or group of words in the text and remind students of the spelling pattern, pronunciation of the high-frequency word, etc.
	Note potential teaching point(s):
	

	Possible Comprehension Questions

Is this fiction or nonfiction? How do you know? (RL.5, RI.5)
· What happened in the story (response should include characters, important details, and be told in the order the events happened in the story)? (RL.2)
· Who are the characters in the story? (RL.1)
· What was the problem in the story? (RL.1)
· What was the solution of the story? (RL.1)
· What is the main topic of the text? (RI.2)
· Name 3 key details about the main topic. (RI.1)
· What does this text feature tell you about the main topic? (RI.5)
· How does the illustration help you understand the topic? (RI.7)
	Questions to Ask:
	


	Word and Patterns Questions

These questions should connect first to the spelling pattern and high-frequency words from the current cycle, but can also include questions about other taught spelling patterns and high-frequency words.
	Words and patterns to 
call out:
	

	Buddy Reading

(one student reads aloud while the other follows along then switch), possibly using this time to provide fluency feedback if students are familiar with this routine
	
	


Writing Checklist

Instructions: Students use this list to check their own or a partner’s writing. Teacher may modify as needed. 

	Yes
	Not Yet
	I checked my writing:

	
	
	I capitalized the first letter of each sentence.

	
	
	I left spaces between each word.

	
	
	I used correct punctuation at the end of the sentence.

	
	
	I used what I know about spelling patterns to spell each word correctly.

	
	
	I spelled high-frequency words correctly. I used the Interactive Word Wall if I needed help.
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