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Unit 2 Assessment: 
Drafting a New Informational Paragraph
(For Teacher Reference)
This assessment centers on CCSS ELA W.2.2, W.2.5, W.2.7, W.2.8, L.2.2, and L.2.6 and tasks students with using their notes from their small group research to write an informational paragraph on a pollinator of their choice. They will explain why their pollinator goes to plants, and how its body helps the pollination process. Students draft an informational piece (W.2.2), revise in the second session (W.2.5), and use information from research to create their piece (W.2.7 and W.2.8). They attend to conventions and use adjectives as they write and revise (L.2.2 and L.2.6). 

This assessment takes place in two parts and four sessions. In Part I, Sessions 1 and 2, students plan and draft the introduction and detail sentences of their paragraphs. In Part II, Sessions 3 and 4, students draft their concluding sentence and revise their paragraphs for adjectives and conventions.
CCSS Assessed:

· W.2.2: Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section.

· W.2.5: With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing as needed by revising and editing.
· W.2.7: Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations).
· W.2.8: Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.
· L.2.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

a. Capitalize holidays, product names, and geographic names.

b. Use commas in greetings and closings of letters.

c. Use an apostrophe to form contractions and frequently occurring possessives.

d. Generalize learned spelling patterns when writing words (e.g., cage → badge; 
boy → boil).

e. Consult reference materials, including beginning dictionaries, as needed to check and correct spellings.
· L.2.6: Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to describe (e.g., When other kids are happy that makes me happy).
Part I, Session 1 (Lesson 13)
1. Move students into pre-determined partnerships.

2. Direct students’ attention to the Criteria for Writing Booklet anchor chart and remind students what introduction and focus statements are.

3. Display the Shared Writing: Bees and read the introduction and focus statements. 

4. Turn and Talk:

“What do you notice about the introduction of the Shared Writing: Bees?” 
(The introduction tells that insects are helpful pollinators that move pollen.)

“What do you notice about the focus statement of the Shared Writing: Bees?” 
(It introduces bees as pollinators.)

5. Distribute students’ Plants and Pollinators research notebook, Part II and invite them to turn to page 5, where there is information about pollination needed for the introduction.

6. Tell students to reread page 5 of their research notebook.

7. Follow the same routine from Lesson 11 to guide students through orally rehearsing and writing their introduction and focus statements on page 2 of their My Pollinator Writing booklet. Refer to the My Pollinator Writing booklet (example, for teacher reference) as necessary. Consider using the Informative/Explanatory Checklist to track students’ progress toward W.2.2 and L.2.2.
Part II, Session 2 (Lesson 13)

1. Instruct students to bring their Plants and Pollinators research notebooks and My Pollinator Writing booklets to the whole group area.

2. Direct students’ attention to the Criteria for Writing Booklet anchor chart and review rows 3–5 about pieces of information. 

3. Turn and Talk:

“How many pieces of information do you need to include in your booklet?” (three)

“Where can you look to find information about your pollinator?” 
(page 10 of the Plants and Pollinators research notebook, Part II)

4. Direct students’ attention to the Shared Writing: Bees and focus them on the three pieces of information sentences.

5. Turn and Talk:

“What do you notice about these pieces of information from the Shared Writing: Bees?” (They describe how bees pollinate plants.)

6. Follow the same routine from Lesson 11 to guide students through orally rehearsing and writing their three detail sentences on pages 3–5 of their My Pollinator Writing booklet. Refer to the My Pollinator Writing booklet (example, for teacher reference) as necessary. Consider using the Informative/Explanatory Checklist to track students’ progress toward W.2.2 and L.2.2.
Part II, Session 3 (Lesson 14)
1. Move students to pre-determined partnerships. 

2. Direct students’ attention to the Criteria for Writing Booklet anchor chart and remind students what a conclusion is.

3. Invite students to whisper a response into their hand: 

“What part of the My Pollinator Writing booklet repeats in the conclusion?” (focus statement)

4. Display the Shared Writing: Bees and read aloud the focus statement and conclusion.

5. Turn and Talk:

“According to this conclusion, why is pollination important?” (Pollination helps make new seeds that grow into plants.)

“What do you notice about the conclusion and focus statement?” 
(Part of the conclusion repeats the focus statement in a different way.)

“How are they different?” 
(The conclusion describes hummingbirds as important.)

6. Follow the same routine from Lesson 11 to guide students through orally rehearsing and writing their conclusion statement on page 6 of their My Pollinator Writing booklet. Refer to the My Pollinator Writing booklet (example, for teacher reference) as necessary. Consider using the Informative/Explanatory Checklist to track students’ progress toward W.2.2 and L.2.2.
Part II, Session 4 (Lesson 14)

1. Direct students’ attention to the Criteria for My Writing Booklet anchor chart and review the row about adjectives.

2. Direct students’ attention to the Adjectives anchor chart.

3. Turn and Talk:

“What pollinators are on this chart?” (hummingbirds and bees)

4. Invite students to chorally read the adjectives listed with hummingbird.
5. Turn and Talk:

“How would you describe the hummingbird?” (Responses will vary, but may include: birds with a long, pointed beak)

“How would you describe bees?” (Responses will vary, but may include: round, black and yellow insects with a sticky body)

6. Display and revise the Revising example sentence.

7. Tell students they will now work with their writing partner to revise their booklets to add adjectives.

· Tell students to take their booklets and move to an area of the room to work quietly with their partner.
· Once settled, invite partners to label themselves A or B and explain the following steps:
· Partner A will read his or her writing aloud to partner B.
· Partner B will think of one or two places where partner A could add an adjective to make his or her writing more descriptive.
· Partner A will then consider partner B’s feedback and add an adjective or two to his or her writing.
· Partners will then switch roles and repeat this process.
· Remind students that the feedback they give should always be kind, specific, and helpful. Review what this means as needed (kind tells you what you did a good job on; specific tells you what to work on; helpful tells you what you could do better).

8. Invite students to begin working.

9. After 15 minutes, refocus whole group.

My Pollinator Writing Booklet

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
W.2.2, W.2.5, W.2.7, W.2.8, L.2.2, L.2.6

My Pollinator Writing Booklet: Bee Model 

I can write the introduction for My Pollinator Writing booklet. The job of the introduction is to describe why pollen is important, that insects are needed for pollination, and to define pollinators.
Introduction: 

Pollen helps plants make seeds, fruits, and new plants. Plants need insects to help move pollen. Insects that move pollen are called pollinators. 

I can write the focus statement for My Pollinator Writing booklet. The job of the focus statement is to connect bees to pollination.
Focus statement: 

Bees are good pollinators.

I can write about at least three pieces of information related to my topic. The job of each piece of information is to describe my pollinator’s role in pollination.
Information 1: Why my pollinator is attracted to flowers

Bees go to flowers to collect pollen and nectar.

Information 2: My pollinator’s body parts that help pollination

Bees eat nectar with their long tongue and pollen sticks to their body.

Information 3: How my pollinator finishes pollinating

Now the bee has pollen on its tongue and body. 

When it flies from flower to flower, it moves pollen between them. 

I can write a conclusion for My Pollinator Writing booklet. The job of the conclusion is to tell why pollination is important and to say my focus statement in a different way.
Conclusion: 

When the new flower is pollinated, a new seed can grow. Bees are great pollinators that help new plants grow!

My Pollinator Writing Booklet 

Name: _________________________ Date: _______________

W.2.2, W.2.5, W.2.7, W.2.8, L.2.2, L.2.6

We’ve discovered a big secret to share about the role of your pollinator in pollination! You will write one booklet based on our research notes about your pollinator. Be sure to include information about:
· Why your pollinator is attracted to flowers.
· How your pollinator’s body parts help pollination happen.
· How your pollinator moves pollen to new places.
	Done
	Steps

	
	Learn from a model.

	
	Introduce the topic.
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	Write a focus statement.
	

	
	Write one piece of information about why your pollinator is attracted to flowers.
	

	
	Write one piece of information about your pollinator’s body parts that help pollination happen.
	

	
	Write one piece of information about how your pollinator moves pollen to new places.
	

	
	Write a conclusion.
	

	
	Revise using the checklist.
	

	
	Edit using the checklist.
	


My Pollinator Writing Booklet

Name: _______________________ Date: _________________

W.2.2, W.2.5, W.2.7, W.2.8, L.2.2, L.2.6

My Pollinator Writing Booklet: Bee Model 

I can write the introduction for My Pollinator Writing booklet. The job of the introduction is to describe why pollen is important, that insects are needed for pollination, and to define pollinators.
Introduction: 
	

	


I can write the focus statement for My Pollinator Writing booklet. The job of the focus statement is to connect bees to pollination.
Focus statement: 
	

	


I can write about at least three pieces of information related to my topic. The job of each piece of information is to describe my pollinator’s role in pollination.
Information 1: Why my pollinator is attracted to flowers
	

	


Information 2: My pollinator’s body parts that help pollination
	

	


Information 3: How my pollinator finishes pollinating

	

	


I can write a conclusion for My Pollinator Writing booklet. The job of the conclusion is to tell why pollination is important and to say my focus statement in a different way.

Conclusion: 
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