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Unit 2 Assessment: Answering Questions about an Informational Text
(For Teacher Reference)
Answering Questions about an Informational Text
This assessment centers on CCSS ELA RI.2.1, RI.2.2, RI.2.4, RI.2.5, RI.2.6, L.2.4a, and L.2.4c. In this Unit 2 Assessment, students engage in reading an informational text about fossils, “Digging Up the Past.” Students first hear the text read aloud by the teacher. They then work with a partner to identify the gist of each section. Although not part of the assessment, these first two steps lay the foundation for students to be able to complete the assessment. After identifying the gist, students independently reread the article, answer a series of selected response questions about the text, and write one constructed response. The teacher supports students by reading each of the assessment questions aloud. Students are encouraged to use their own copy of the article to reread and reference as often as needed.

CCSS Assessed:
· RI.2.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
· RI.2.2 Identify the main topic of a multi-paragraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within the text.
· RI.2.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area.
· RI.2.5 Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text efficiently.
· RI.2.6 Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or describe.
· W.2.8 Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.
· L.2.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies.
a.
Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
c.
Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word with the same root (e.g., addition, additional).
Assessment Directions:
This assessment is administered in Unit 2, Lesson 12.

1. Point out the Unit 2 Assessment: Answering Questions about an Informational Text already at students’ workspaces and invite them to write their name at the top.
2. Distribute sticky notes. Tell students that, similar to Lesson 11, they are going to write the gist on their sticky note.
3. Display “Digging Up the Past” and read it aloud.
4. Invite students to record the gist.
5. Invite students to Think-Pair-Share with an elbow partner:

“What is the gist of this text?” (This text is about how some plants and animals become fossils, how some plants and animals decay and become fossils, and how fossils can be found.)
6. Tell students you will read each section of the text, and after each section, you will have them turn to a partner and share their thinking about the gist of the section.

7. Read sections 1–4 aloud. Pause after each section to give students time to think about what the gist of each section is with a partner.

8. Invite students to reread the article to themselves before answering the questions.

9. After 5 minutes, or when students seem to be finished, refocus whole group.

10. Tell students they are now ready to answer some questions about the text.

11. Direct students’ attention to the Strategies to Answer Selected Response Questions anchor chart and briefly review it.

12. Draw students’ attention back to the assessment and read the first question aloud.

13. Give students 1–2 minutes to choose an answer.

14. Repeat steps 12–13 with the remaining questions.

15. Collect students’ assessments.

Unit 2 Assessment: Answering Questions about an Informational Text
RI.2.1, RI.2.2, RI.2.4, RI.2.5, RI.2.6, W.2.8, L.2.4, L.2.4a, L.2.4c
Name: _________________________ Date: ______________

 “Digging Up the Past”

1. Earth was different millions of years ago. Plants and animals were different too. But how do we know that? Some plants and animals became fossils. Scientists study collections of fossils to learn about the past.
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This fossil is part of a T-rex.
Just the Remains

2. Different plants and animals lived on the earth long ago. Some them became fossils after they died. The fossils formed from their remains. Remains are the parts left behind after a plant or animal dies. Bones are a type of remains. Sometimes they become fossils.

A Long Process

3. Making fossils takes a long time. When animals die, their bodies decay. Decay means to rot and go away. The soft parts like skin decay first. This takes months. Then hard parts like bones decay. This takes a few years. But sometimes the bones become fossils. This takes many, many years. Wind and water cover the bones with sand and mud. The sand and mud make layers on top of the bones. The layers slowly become rock. The bones can become fossils.

Big Discoveries

4. Finding fossils is hard. They are covered by layers of sand and rock. Fossils can be uncovered a few different ways. Erosion helps us find fossils. Erosion is when wind and water push away layers of sand and rock. The fossil gets uncovered. Another way is when water dries up. You can find fossils that used to be at the bottom of a river. In other places, rocks may crumble and crack. This can uncover a fossil too. Maybe one day you will find a fossil!
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Unit 2 Assessment: Answering Questions about an Informational Text
RI.2.1, RI.2.2, RI.2.4, RI.2.5, RI.2.6, W.2.8, L.2.4, L.2.4a, L.2.4c
(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

Read the questions. Underline the best answer.
1. What information is learned from the photograph? (RI.2.5)

A. where fossils can be found

B. what a fossil might look like

C. how a fossil is made
2. In paragraph 1, the text says, “Scientists study collections of fossils to learn about the past.” What word do you see inside the word collection? (L.2.4c)
collect
3. Collect means “to gather together.” What might the word collection mean? (L.2.4c)

A. a group of things gathered together

B. a group of things spread out

C. someone who gathers things together
4. Reread paragraph 2 to find the meaning of the word remains. Underline the answer that tells the meaning of the word remains. (RI.2.4, L.2.4a)

A. the parts of rocks where fossils are found

B. the parts of plants or animals that are still alive

C. the parts of plants or animals that are left after they die
5. What is the main idea of paragraph 2? What did the author describe? (RI.2.2)

A. how fossils are uncovered

B. how scientists learn from fossils

C. what fossils are
6. About how long does it take for bones to become fossils? (RI.2.1)

A. It takes months.

B. It takes a few years.

C. It takes many, many years.
7. Which section in the article explains how fossils are made? (RI.2.5)

A. Just the Remains

B. A Long Process

C. Big Discoveries
8. Reread paragraph 4 to find the meaning of the word erosion. Underline the answer that tells the meaning of the word erosion. (RI.2.4, L.2.4a)

A. to push away dirt and rock by wind and water

B. to cover bones with layers of dirt and rock

C. to wash away fossils with water
9. What is the main idea of paragraph 4? What did the author describe? (RI.2.2)

A. how fossils are uncovered

B. how scientists learn from fossils

C. how animals become fossils
10. Why did the author write “Digging Up the Past”? (RI.2.6)

A. to explain how fossils are made and discovered

B. to explain how fossils teach scientists about the past

C. to explain how different types of fossils are similar to each other
11. Reread paragraph 4. What is one way fossils are uncovered? Draw a picture and write a sentence that describes how a fossil can be uncovered in the box below. (RI.2.1, W.2.8)

Students should provide one of the three possible answers below. There should also be a matching picture accompanying the answer.
	Possible answers:

Erosion or wind and water push away sand and rock.

Water dries up.

Rocks crack and crumble.


Unit 2 Assessment: Answering Questions about an Informational Text
RI.2.1, RI.2.2, RI.2.4, RI.2.5, RI.2.6, W.2.8, L.2.4, L.2.4a, L.2.4c
Name: _________________________ Date: ______________

Read the questions. Underline the best answer.
1. What information is learned from the photograph? (RI.2.5)

A. where fossils can be found
B. what a fossil might look like
C. how a fossil is made
2. In paragraph 1, the text says, “Scientists study collections of fossils to learn about the past.” What word do you see inside the word collection? (L.2.4c)
______________________________________________________________
3. Collect means “to gather together.” What might the word collection mean? (L.2.4c)
A. a group of things gathered together

B. a group of things spread out

C. someone who gathers things together
4. Reread paragraph 2 to find the meaning of the word remains. Underline the answer that tells the meaning of the word remains. (RI.2.4, L.2.4a)

A. the parts of rocks where fossils are found
B. the parts of plants or animals that are still alive
C. the parts of plants or animals that are left after they die
5. What is the main idea of paragraph 2? What did the author describe? (RI.2.2)

A. how fossils are uncovered

B. how scientists learn from fossils

C. what fossils are
6. About how long does it take for bones to become fossils? (RI.2.1)

A. It takes months.

B. It takes a few years.

C. It takes many, many years.
7. Which section in the article explains how fossils are made? (RI.2.5)

A. Just the Remains
B. A Long Process
C. Big Discoveries
8. Reread paragraph 4 to find the meaning of the word erosion. Underline the answer that tells the meaning of the word erosion. (RI.2.4, L.2.4a)

A. to push away dirt and rock by wind and water
B. to cover bones with layers of dirt and rock
C. to wash away fossils with water
9. What is the main idea of paragraph 4? What did the author describe? (RI.2.2)

A. how fossils are uncovered
B. how scientists learn from fossils
C. how animals become fossils
10. Why did the author write “Digging Up the Past”? (RI.2.6)

A. to explain how fossils are made and discovered
B. to explain how fossils teach scientists about the past
C. to explain how different types of fossils are similar to each other
11. Reread paragraph 4. What is one way fossils are uncovered? Draw a picture and write a sentence that describes how a fossil can be uncovered in the box below. (RI.2.1, W.2.8)
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