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Unit 3 Assessment: Writing a Narrative about Discovering a Fossil
(For Teacher Reference)
This assessment centers on W.2.3, W.2.5, L.2.1d, and L.2.2. The Unit 3 Assessment has two parts. For Part I, students produce a draft of a narrative from the perspective of a paleontologist about the moment they discovered a fossil. For Part II, students make specific revisions and edits to their narrative based on teacher suggestions.

CCSS Assessed:
· W.2.3 Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide a sense of closure.

· W.2.5 With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing as needed by revising and editing.

· L.2.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

d.
Form and use the past tense of frequently occurring irregular verbs (e.g., sat, hid, told).

· L.2.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

Assessment Directions:
The assessment is administered in Unit 3, Lessons 11 and 12.
Part I:
1.
Display the Unit 3 Assessment prompt and read it aloud.

2.
Direct students’ attention to the Compelling Narrative about Discovering a Fossil anchor chart and briefly review it.

3.
Remind students that, as they write, they need to remember what will make an interesting narrative to read.

4.
Invite students to turn and talk with an elbow partner:

“How will you turn the ideas on your planner into a compelling narrative?” 
(add new details, add sentences that describe my feelings, etc.)

5.
Display the Narrative Planner: Teacher Model and the first page of the Narrative Booklet: Teacher Model.

6.
Remind students that you were able to write a compelling story by taking your ideas and making them into interesting sentences.

7.
Transition students back to their workspaces and invite them to sit next to their writing partners.

8.
Invite students to take 1 minute to silently reread their Narrative Planner from the previous lesson.

9.
Invite students to turn and talk to their writing partner:

“What will you write for your narrative?” (Responses will vary.)
10.
Distribute Narrative Booklets and invite students to begin writing.

11.
Circulate to remind students to skip lines and use resources around the room to help them. Do not provide additional support to students unless they are reaching a level of frustration. Note any support given to a student on their Narrative Writing Rubric.

Part II
1. Display the Unit 3 Assessment prompt and read it aloud.

2. Focus students’ attention on the Compelling Narrative about Discovering a Fossil anchor chart and review it as necessary.

3. Follow the same routine from Lesson 9 to display and talk students through a completed Revising and Editing Checklist.

4. Transition students back to their workspaces and invite them to sit next to their writing partners.

5. Distribute students’ individual Revising and Editing Checklists and colored pencils.

6. Guide students through the same routine from Lesson 9 to read through their feedback and make changes to their narrative.

7. Circulate to support students as they revise and edit. Do not provide additional support to students unless they are reaching a level of frustration. Note any support given to a student on their W.2.5 Revising and Editing Rubric.

8. Give students a 2-minute warning to finish up their improvements. Assure students who have not yet finished that they can come back to their writing at a designated time to complete it.

Unit 3 Assessment, Part 1: Narrative Writing Rubric
(For Teacher Reference)
W.2.3, W.2.5, L.2.1d, L.2.2

	CCSS Narrative Writing Rubric Grade 2

	Uses a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose narratives about real or imagined experiences 

	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Knowledge and Understanding
	Connects well to source materials and assigned topic 
	Connects to source materials and assigned topic 
	Connects loosely to source materials and assigned topic 
	Does not connect to source materials and assigned topic

	Organization/

Purpose

W.2.2 
	Natural, cohesive sequence of events from beginning to end

Uses a variety of temporal words and phrases to signal event order

Creates a satisfying ending


	Recounts a well-elaborated event or short sequence of connected events

Uses temporal words to signal event order

Provides a sense of closure


	Connection between events is vague or unclear

Minimal or no use of temporal words and phrases to signal event order

Closing is weak or confusing
	Sequence of events is confusing; may contain

frequent extraneous ideas and/or a major drift

Lack of temporal words and phrases causes confusion

Ends abruptly

	Evidence/

Elaboration

W.2.2
L.2.6
	Effectively uses descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and characters
Demonstrates a rich and varied vocabulary
	Includes details to describe actions, thoughts and feelings
Uses words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading, and being read to
	Detail about the characters’ thoughts actions and feelings is minimal
Basic word choice and vocabulary
	Does not describe characters’ thoughts, actions, or feelings

May be very brief

Vocabulary is very limited, repetitive


	CCSS Narrative Writing Rubric Grade 2, cont’d.

	Uses a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose narratives about real or imagined experiences 

	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Conventions

L.2.1
	Uses a variety of simple and compound sentences
	Uses clear simple and compound sentences
	Uses only simple or repetitive sentence structure; occasional errors in usage do not interfere with meaning
	Errors in usage are frequent; sentences are often difficult to understand

	Conventions

L.2.2
	Few errors in punctuation and capitalization

Few spelling errors
	Uses upper- and lowercase letters correctly and consistently

Correctly uses commas and/or apostrophes in addition to end punctuation

Generalizes learned spelling patterns and shows evidence of using reference materials (Word Walls, dictionaries, etc.) when writing words
	Inconsistent use of grade-appropriate punctuation and capitalization

Frequent errors in the spelling of grade-appropriate words
	Errors in punctuation and capitalization are frequent, making the piece difficult to read

Errors in spelling are severe and often obscure meaning




Unit 3 Assessment: Writing a Narrative about Discovering a Fossil
(Sample Proficient Response: Scorepoint 3; for Teacher Reference)

W.2.3, W.2.5, L.2.1d, L.2.2
Note to teacher: Student spelling may vary. Look for words found in resources around the room to be spelled correctly. For new or created words, look for students to implement common spelling patterns and vowel teams.

It was a windy day in the desert. First
 I walked to the place where the other paleontologists and I had been working together to find

fossils. I had my pickax and chisel with me. Suddenly, the wind blew
, and I saw something in the ground. I was thinking I found

something good. Then I used my tools to see what was in the ground. I picked away at the rock. My heart was racing. I was so excited!

I looked closely and knew I had discovered something. It was a fossil! The fossil was big. It had a long mouth with sharp teeth
.

What could this be? I thought
. Finally, I got in my car so I could go back home and learn about this fossil
.
.
Unit 3 Assessment: Writing a Narrative about Discovering a Fossil
Revising and Editing Rubric

W.2.5
	W.2.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing.

	4—Advanced
	3—Proficient
	2—Developing
	1—Beginning

	Revisions and/or edits made clearly and comprehensively reflect feedback from the teacher and significantly strengthen the piece
	Revisions and/or edits clearly and comprehensively reflect feedback from teacher and improve the piece
	Revisions and/or edits reflect some feedback from the teacher and improve the piece
	No revisions made, or revisions or edits made do not reflect teacher feedback


Unit 3 Assessment: Writing a Narrative about Discovering a Fossil
(Sample Proficient Response: Scorepoint 3; for Teacher Reference)

Revising and Editing Example

Note to teacher: Please keep in mind that the writing in bold on the next two pages is meant to indicate what students would revise and edit using a purple colored pencil.

Page 3

Middle: 
Response
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Then my heart began to race. i was so excited! This is a very interesting fossil! 
I wonder what it is. 

Student revised writing to include a detail about what he or she thought when the fossil was discovered.

Page 4

End: 

Provide an Ending
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finally, I said that I need to go and learn more about this fossil!

I got in my car so I could go back to the lab and learn about this fossil.

Student edited his or her writing by correctly writing the past-tense form of the verb “get”.

Language Arts Curriculum





MODULE LESSONS


Grade 2: Module 2: Unit 3


Fossils Tell of Earth’s Changes — Assessment








� Students should include temporal words from their planner to signal event order in their narrative.


� Students should use irregular past-tense verbs correctly, such as blew or saw.


� Students should include details to describe the character’s actions before, during, and after the event.


� Students should describe what their fossil looks like based on the photo they have chosen to write about.


� Students should include details that describe their thoughts and feelings.


� Students should provide a sense of closure to the narrative.


� Students recount a well-elaborated event about discovering a fossil.
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