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Engagement Text: 
“Sam and Nell Have a Ball”

The bell rings—it’s recess for Sam’s class! The kids line up to go outside. On the playground, Sam sees his friend Nell. Sam grabs a ball from the sack of outside toys and yells, “Nell, do you want to play ball with me?” “Sure,” says Nell, as she runs toward a grassy area near the wall. 

Nell yells to Sam, “Pass the ball!” Sam passes the ball to Nell. Nell catches it. Then she turns and stops. “Let’s play another game with the ball,” Nell says.

Nell spins the ball on her pointer finger. Nell is a good spinner, and the ball spins so fast. Sam tries it too, but the ball falls to the ground. That makes Sam and Nell laugh.

Sam says, “You should toss the ball at the brick wall. I bet you can hit that small black spot!” 

Nell says, “OK, I will.” Nell throws the ball at the wall and hits the spot! Then Sam grabs the ball, throws it at the wall, and he hits the spot, too. Nell tells Sam that he is a good ball thrower. Sam tells Nell she is a good ball thrower, too. That makes Sam and Nell laugh again.

Sam says, “When is the bell?” Just then, the bell rings. Time to go back to class! Nell tosses the ball to Sam one more time. He puts it back in the outdoor toy sack along with some other stuff. They say goodbye till tomorrow, when they’ll play more new games with the ball. Sam gets in line with his class, and thinks, “I had a ball with Nell today!”
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