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Mystery Letter #1

Dear First Graders,

Dawn is breaking…the sun has just begun to wake. A faint orange glow peeks through the curtains and travels across my kitchen to where I sit warming my hands around my steaming mug of cocoa. It feels like the perfect moment to write to you. Just like this beautiful day, you too have recently started something new, and I am so happy and excited for you. 

It’s been many, many years now, but I still remember my first few weeks of first grade. Old and new friends, pictures, words and numbers everywhere I looked. I had butterflies in my stomach. Not real ones, but my stomach felt the way I imagined it would feel if butterflies were fluttering in it. You see, I was very excited and a little nervous at the same time.  

I had lots of questions too. My mother always said I had lots of questions, and thinking back on it now, I think she was right. I wondered what first grade would be like. I wondered what we would learn about. I wondered how would I make friends (I was kind of shy). What would I do if I got stuck or didn’t understand something? I wondered about my teacher. It turns out my teacher was funny. Once she stood on a stool and pretended to be an opera singer. I could tell you all kinds of stories about her and my first few weeks of school, but that’s not why I’m writing to you.  

The reason I’m writing to you is to tell you about words. Words like the ones on this page. The words that I am writing are the words that your teacher is reading. Isn’t that incredible?!? Words changed my life, and it happened in first grade. I am so very excited and happy for you as you begin your own amazing new year in first grade. 

Wishing you all the best,

Laura

P.S. Thinking about first grade and how words changed my life inspired me to write a poem for you. I hope you enjoy it.

Poem: “Open a Book, Unlock a Door”

I want an adventure, new lands to explore.
So I open a book to unlock a door.
Today I’m a knight, tomorrow a frog.
Sleep in a castle, hide in a log.
A mystery to solve, turn the page to learn more.
I open a book to unlock a door.
By Laura
Articulatory Gestures Chart

[image: image1.jpg]Articulatory Gestures

am
-

FandV
(Sometimes
like D or Th)

WandQ

(Sometimes
like D or Th)

Rest Position



[image: image2.emf]
Language Arts Curriculum





READING FOUNDATIONS


SKILLS BLOCK


Grade 1: Module 1: Cycle 1: Lesson 1








© 2016 EL Education Inc.

Except where otherwise noted, EL Education’s Language Arts Curriculum is published under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) License. To view a copy of this license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

Licensed third party content noted as such in this curriculum is the property of the respective copyright owner and not subject to the CC BY 4.0 License. Responsibility for securing any necessary permissions as to such third party content rests with parties desiring to use such content. For example, certain third party content may not be reproduced or distributed (outside the scope of fair use) without additional permissions from the content owner and it is the responsibility of the person seeking to reproduce or distribute this curriculum to either secure those permissions or remove the applicable content before reproduction or distribution.
	[image: image3.emf]
	| Language Arts Curriculum
	2



[image: image5.emf][image: image6.emf]