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Summary of Task

For this final first grade performance task, students create a piece of artwork and writing that serves an authentic need in their school or local community: a Feathered Friends Saver! This two-part task consists of a scientific drawing of a local bird, as well as an informational paragraph about birds. Students create a high-quality, realistic portrait of a local bird that is formatted to attach to a window. When displayed in a window, the portrait helps to prevent birds from flying into the window. Students also individually create a short piece of writing to teach the recipient of the Feathered Friends Saver facts about birds from their Module 3 and Module 4 learning. They choose the information they find most important to share and write about birds using a self-chosen adjective. Students are asked to display the Feathered Friends Savers in the school or deliver them to a local organization. Students use a variety of materials and tools to complete the task, including word processing to type a small portion of their independent writing. This task addresses CCSS ELA W.1.2, W.1.5, W.1.6, L.1.1, L.1.1b, L.1.1f, L.1.1g, L.1.2, L.1.2a, L.1.2b, and L.1.2c.

Recall that EL Education believes that high-quality work is a reflection and result of the high expectations teachers have for all students. Thus, it is a means to excellence and equity. The performance task for this module allows for students to create high-quality work based on their deep knowledge of birds. Using the literacy skills built throughout the school year, knowledge built in Modules 3–4, and cycles of drafting, critique, and revision, students are able to create a high-quality product that showcases their learning for the year. Unit 3 supports this work for the performance task with both the design of its lessons and the use of optional flex days.

In addition to the opportunities for critique, feedback, and revision, students are given an opportunity to present their work to an audience from outside of the classroom. Creating work for an authentic audience motivates students to meet standards and engage in revision. Through the process, they develop perseverance and realize that they can do more than they thought they could.

The purpose of the optional flex days in this unit is to allow for additional time, as needed, to support students with use of technology, drafting of artwork, and student presentations for a high-quality end of year performance task. Refer to the Unit-at-a-Glance chart in the Module 4 Overview for additional information.

Format

Two Parts

Part 1: Scientific Drawing

· Students create a scientific drawing of a local bird using the drawing skills they learned in Module 3.

· Students create several drafts of the drawing over multiple lessons to ensure a high-quality piece of art.

· Students use colored pencils to bring their bird drawing to life.

· The final drawing is outlined with a thin black pen, attached to a piece of black paper, and cut into the shape of a bird silhouette. It is recommended that the final art piece be laminated to enhance durability.

Part 2: Informational Writing

· The informational piece of writing tasks students with choosing a fact they’d like to share about birds and choosing a worthy adjective to describe birds.

· It includes information gathered through students’ learning in Modules 3–4.

· The heading of each student’s paragraph will be typed using a device.

· Students are led through the writing process: generating criteria while looking at a model, planning, drafting, revising and editing, and publishing.

Standards Assessed through This Task

· W.1.2: Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure.

· W.1.5: With guidance and support from adults, focus on a topic, respond to questions and suggestions from peers, and add details to strengthen writing as needed.

· W.1.6: With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers.

· L.1.1.b: Use common, proper, and possessive nouns.

· L.1.1f: Use frequently occurring adjectives.

· L.1.1.g: Use frequently occurring conjunctions (e.g., and, but, or, so, because).

· L.1.2.a: Capitalize dates and names of people.

· L.1.2.b: Use end punctuation for sentences.

· L.1.2.c: Use commas in dates and to separate single words in a series.

Student-Friendly Task Invitation/Task Description

Informational Writing and Scientific Drawing: Feathered Friends Saver

The Feathered Friends Saver that the ornithologist gave to our class is a tool that can be used to mark windows to keep birds from flying into them. Another name for this tool is a bird saver. We can use this Feathered Friends Saver to mark windows to help birds. Each of you is going to make your very own Feathered Friends Saver!

We have learned so much as bird experts! Now is your chance to use your knowledge to teach people why they should care about birds so they will want to try to help them by using a Feathered Friends Saver. You will make your Feathered Friends Saver by creating a realistic portrait of a local bird. You will use your scientific drawing knowledge and some new coloring skills to create your final piece of art.

For your writing, you will create a “Birds are …” card that teaches your reader about birds. First, you will select one adjective that you think describes why we should care about birds (such as beautiful, amazing, important, special, threatened). Then, you will choose two facts from your learning that you think best support the adjective you have chosen. You will write these facts on your “Birds are …” card. Be sure to write the facts from our research in your own words using strong adjectives and compound sentences.

We will share our Feathered Friends Savers with people in our community.
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 Key Criteria for Success (Aligned with CCSS ELA)

Below are key criteria students need to address when completing this task. Specific lessons during the module build in opportunities for students to understand the criteria.

Your drawing should include:
Attention to:

· size

· shape

· placement

Coloring should:

· be inside the lines

· cover all the space

· be layered

· match the bird picture

Your informational writing should include:
· Focus statement: includes an adjective to describe a bird

· Two detail sentences: include evidence and elaboration to support the focus statement

· Conclusion sentence: wraps up your piece and reminds the reader of the big idea

Options for Students

· Students work with a partner to assist as they plan and work on their writing, but the final piece will be an individual’s product.

· Student writing could be various lengths, shorter for those for whom language is a barrier or longer for those who need an extension.

· Differentiate support for students who may be in different places with inventive spelling.

· If typing the heading for the informational paragraph is not possible, invite students to write the final heading with legible handwriting and highlight their adjective by writing it larger than the other words. Students could also add a light layer of color to the adjective to make it stand out.

· Students create a beautiful manila envelope in which to mail or deliver their Feathered Friends Saver.

Options for Teachers

· Students may present their projects to school and family members at the Celebration of Learning and to an additional audience, such as another class or other adults in the community (see Lessons 16–17 optional flex day).

· Students may create their drawing of a local bird with any available classroom materials (e.g., colored pencils, paint, etc.).

· Flex days can be used during any point in the process to help students spend time where it is most needed.

Central Text and Informational Texts

· A Place for Birds by Melissa Stewart

· Olivia’s Birds: Saving the Gulf by Olivia Bouler

Directions: Performance task creation is developed over a series of lessons. Refer to Unit 3, Lessons 8–16 for more detail.

Introducing the Performance Task:

· Remind students that at the beginning of Unit 3 they were given a special gift by the ornithologist.

· Display the model Feathered Friends Saver.

· Remind students that during the first lesson of this unit, the class compiled questions to help them figure out what a Feathered Friends Saver is and what it is used for.

· Direct students’ attention to the Questions about Feathered Friends Saver anchor chart and review it.

· With excitement, tell students that today is the day they get to figure out what a Feathered Friends Saver is and what it is used for!

· Display pages 15–16 from A Place for Birds and read them aloud, including the sidebar on page 15.

· Using a total participation technique, invite responses from the group:

“Why do people mark their windows?” (so that birds won’t crash into windows)

“How can people help birds and keep them from crashing into windows?” (They can mark their windows by adding images.)

· Turn and Talk:

“How could the Feathered Friends Saver help mark windows?” (Responses will vary, but may include: They can help mark windows; you can put the image on the windows so birds won’t fly into them.)

· Invite a few students to share out.

· With enthusiasm, unveil the mystery of the Feathered Friends Saver.

· Say: “The Feathered Friends Saver that the ornithologist gave to our class is a tool that can be used to mark windows to keep birds from flying into them.”

· Display the Feathered Friends Saver: Performance Task Invitation and read it aloud.

Feathered Friends Saver: 
Performance Task Invitation
The Feathered Friends Saver that the ornithologist gave to our class is a tool that can be used to mark windows to keep birds from flying into them. Another name for this tool is a bird saver. We can use this Feathered Friends Saver to mark windows to help birds. Each of you is going to make your very own Feathered Friends Saver!

We have learned so much as bird experts! Now is your chance to use your knowledge to teach people why they should care about birds so they will want to try to help them by using a Feathered Friends Saver. You will make your Feathered Friends Saver by creating a realistic portrait of a local bird. You will use your scientific drawing knowledge and some new coloring skills to create your final piece of art.

For your writing, you will create a “Birds are …” card that teaches your reader about birds. First you will select one adjective that you think describes why we should care about birds (such as beautiful, amazing, important, special, threatened). Then, you will choose two facts from your learning that you think best support the adjective you have chosen. You will write these facts on your “Birds are …” card. Be sure to write the facts from our research in your own words using strong adjectives and compound sentences.

We will share our Feathered Friends Savers with people in our community.
Model Feathered Friends Saver: 
Informational Writing
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

Note to Teachers: Below is a model of the Feathered Friends Saver. Use it throughout the unit to model informational writing.
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Model Feathered Friends Saver: 
Scientific Drawing
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

Note to teachers: Below is a model of the Feathered Friends Saver. Enlarge and print in color if possible, glue on black paper, and cut it out to resemble the final piece students create. Use this model throughout this unit to model scientific drawing.
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Back
Feathered Friends Saver Anchor Chart
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

W.1.2, SL.1.1c, SL.1.3

Note to Teachers: Create the chart in advance. The criteria in this chart are introduced and referenced beginning in Lesson 8.
Criteria for the Feathered Friends Saver
	Informative writing includes:
Focus statement that includes an adjective to describe birds.
Two detail sentences that include evidence and elaboration to support the focus statement.
Conclusion sentence that wraps up your
piece and reminds the reader of the big idea.
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	Scientific drawing of bird includes:
· Attention to:

· size
· shape
· placement
· details
· Coloring should:

· be inside the lines
· cover all the space
· be layered
· match the bird picture
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	Typed heading:
· The heading is typed.
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American Robin Photograph
Note to teachers: Display or copy this photograph in color (if possible).
[image: image9.jpg]



Scientific Drawing Criteria Card
Note to Teachers: Print this card out on cardstock for students to use during Work Time B.
	Steps to Create a High-Quality Scientific Drawing

	Think about the shapes you see.
Think about size.
Think about placement.
Think about details.
Think about coloring.
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	Steps to Create a High-Quality Scientific Drawing

	Think about the shapes you see.
Think about size.
Think about placement.
Think about details.
Think about coloring.
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Final Local Bird Drawing
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ________________
W.1.8, SL.1.5
	


Performance Task Writing Template
W.1.2, W.1.5, W.1.6, L.1.1, L.1.1b, L.1.1g, L.1.1f, L.1.2, L.1.2a, L.1.2b, L.1.2c
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ________________
Glue student’s typed heading here
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
Now that you know how _____________________________________
birds are, I hope you will use this Feathered Friends Saver to help care for them.
What is a bird saver? Sometimes birds fly into windows, and that harms them. If a bird sees a picture on a window, it may help prevent the bird from flying into it.
What can you do? Please consider helping our feathered friends by placing this beautiful bird saver on your window.
Feathered Friends Saver Progress Sheet
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ________________
	Did you ...
	Yes!
	Teacher check

	· Write a first draft of your paragraph
	
	

	· Revise and edit your paragraph
	
	

	· Handwrite your paragraph
	
	

	· Type the heading
	
	

	· Color your final bird saver
	
	

	· Practice reading your paragraph
	
	

	· Practice answering the reflection questions
	
	


Feathered Friends Saver Reflection 
Questions Anchor Chart
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

Note to teachers: Create the chart in advance.
1. What adjective did you choose to describe birds? Why did you choose this adjective?
2. Which part of your writing are you most proud of? Why?
3. What was the most challenging part of writing your Feathered Friends Saver?
4. How does your drawing show craftsmanship?
5. How did you show perseverance as an artist?
6. Why do you think people should care about birds?
Feathered Friends Saver Reflection 
Questions Sheet
SL.1.4, SL.1.6
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ________________
1. What adjective did you choose to describe birds? Why did you choose this adjective?

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

2. Which part of your writing are you most proud of? Why?

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

3. What was the most challenging part of writing your Feathered Friend saver?
__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

4. How does your drawing show craftsmanship?

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

5. How did you show perseverance as an artist?

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

6. Why do you think people should care about birds?

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Informative Writing Checklist
	Student Name
	W.1.2

Write informative/
explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure.
	W.1.5:

With guidance and support from adults, focus on a topic, respond to questions and suggestions from peers, and add details to strengthen writing as needed.
	W.1.6:

With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers.
	L 1.1

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
	L1.2

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
	Teacher Comments

	
	
	
	
	L1.1b

Use common, proper, and possessive nouns
	L.1.1g:

Use frequently occurring conjunctions (e.g., and, but, or, so, because).
	L.1.1f:

Use frequently occurring adjectives.
	L.1.2a:
Capitalize dates and names of people.
	L.1.2b:

Use end punctuation for sentences.
	L.1.2c:

Use commas in dates and to separate single words in a series.
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