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 Performance Task

For this ﬁnal ﬁrst grade performance task, students create a piece of artwork and writing that serves an authentic need in their school or local community: a Feathered Friends Saver! This two-part task consists of a scientiﬁc drawing of a local bird, as well as an informational paragraph about birds. Students create a high-quality, realistic portrait of a local bird that is formatted to attach to a window. When displayed in a window, the portrait helps to prevent birds from ﬂying into the window. Students also individually create a short piece of writing to teach the recipient of the Feathered Friends Saver facts about birds from their Module 3 and Module 4 learning. They choose the information they ﬁnd most important to share and write about birds using a self-chosen adjective. Students are asked to display the Feathered Friends Savers in the school or deliver them to a local organization. Students use a variety of materials and tools to complete the task, including word processing to type a small portion of their independent writing. This task addresses CCSS ELA W.1.2, W.1.5, W.1.6, L.1.1, L.1.1b, L.1.1f, L.1.1g, L.1.2, L.1.2a, L.1.2b, and L.1.2c.
Unit 1 Assessment

Comparing and Contrasting Pierre the Penguin and Maggie the One-Eyed 
Peregrine Falcon
This assessment focuses on students’ comprehension of literary text read aloud. It centers on CCSS ELA RL.1.1, RL.1.3, and RL.1.9 and tasks students with comparing and contrasting the experiences of the main characters in Pierre the Penguin and Maggie the One-Eyed Peregrine Falcon. Students first use familiar icons from the Stories of Bird Helpers anchor chart to create a sentence that compares or contrasts the two stories. Students then use evidence from each text to write a sentence to explain their compare and contrast icons.

Assessment Checklists

To monitor student progress on RL.1.1, RL.1.2, RL.1.3, RL.1.7 and L.1.1J, teachers may use the Reading Literature Checklist and review students’ Stories of Bird Helpers response journals. While students listen to read-alouds in this unit, teachers may choose to use the Speaking and Listening Checklist to gather data on progress toward SL.1.2. And while students practice L.1.4, L.1.4a, L.1.4b, and L.1.4c in the Openings of this unit, teachers may choose to use the Language Standards Checklist to track student progress.

Unit 2 Assessment

Opinion Writing: Take the Nest Down!

This assessment centers on CCSS ELA W.1.1, W.1.7, W.1.8, L.1.1, L.1.1a, L.1.1b, L.1.1d, L.1.1g, L.1.2, L.1.2a, L.1.2b, L.1.2e, and L.1.6 and invites students to write an opinion paragraph about why Pale Male’s nest should be taken down. They use reasons from their research reading to support their opinion.

Assessment Checklists

While students read City Hawk: The Story of Pale Male, teachers may choose to use the Reading Literature Checklist to track student progress toward RL.1.1 and RL.1.3. They may choose to use the Reading Informational Text Checklist when students read What’s Best? The Debate about Pale Male’s Nest to track student progress toward RI.1.1, RI.1.2, RI.1.4, RI.1.6, RI.1.7, and RI.1.8. As students listen to these texts, among others, read aloud and engage in structured discussions, teachers may use the Speaking and Listening Checklist to track student progress toward SL.1.1a and b, SL.1.2, and SL.1.5. Teachers may use the Language Checklist to track progress toward L1.1.b, L.1.1d, L.1.1h, L.1.4a, L.1.4b, and L.1.4c.

Unit 3 Assessment

Identifying Reasons People Need Birds

This assessment focuses on students’ comprehension of informational text read aloud. It centers on CCSS ELA RI.1.1, RI.1.4, RI.1.8, SL.1.2, L.1.4, L.1.4a, L.1.4b, and L.1.4c. Students listen to the short text “Birds as Human Helpers” read aloud and identify the reasons the author gives to support the point that people need birds. Students also answer two short constructed responses about the meaning of two vocabulary words in the text using strategies learned and practiced throughout the module.

Assessment Checklists

While students practice language standards throughout the Openings and writing experiences of the unit, teachers may assess students’ progress toward L.1.1, L.1.2, and L.1.4 by using the Language Standards Checklist. During the research reading of A Place for Birds, use the Reading Informational Text Checklist to track student comprehension of the text and progress toward RI.1.1, RI.1.3, RI.1.4, and RI.1.7. As students complete the performance task, teachers may track student progress toward W.1.2, W.1.5, W.1.6, L.1.1b, g, and f, and L.1.2a, b, and c using the Informative Writing Checklist. As students listen to read-alouds of the unit texts and engage in other structured discussions, teachers may use the Speaking and Listening Checklist to track student progress toward SL.1.1a and b, SL.1.2, and SL.1.4.

Assessment Checklists

The following checklists are designed to help track students’ progress toward a variety of standards over the course of this module. These formative assessment opportunities are noted throughout the module lessons. This module includes a Language Checklist, a Speaking and Listening Checklist, a Reading Informational Text Checklist, a Reading Literature Checklist, an Opinion Writing Checklist, and an Informative Writing Checklist.
Language Standards Checklist

(L.1.1b, L.1.1d, L.1.1h, L.1.1j, L.1.4a, L.1.4b, L.1.4c)

Unit 1 focuses primarily on L.1.1J and L.1.4a, b, and c. Unit 2 focuses primarily on L.1.1b, L.1.1d, and L.1.1h. L.1.4a, L.1.4b, and L.1.4c are addressed in every unit of this module. This checklist can be used to track progress and adjust instruction to meet students’ needs throughout the module.

	Student Name
	L.1.1:

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking
	L.1.4:

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 1 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies.
	Teacher comments

	
	L.1.1b:

Use common, proper, and possessive nouns.
	L.1.1d:

Use personal, possessive, and indefinite pronouns (e.g., I, me, my, they, them, their, anyone, everything).
	L.1.1h:

Use determin-ers (e.g., articles, demon-stratives).


	L.1.1 j:

Produce and expand complete simple and compound declarative, interrogative, imperative, and exclamatory sentences in response to prompts.
	L.1.4a:

Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
	L.1.4b:

Use frequently occurring affixes as a clue to the meaning of a word.
	L.1.4c:

Identify frequently occurring root words (e.g., look) and their inflectional forms (e.g., looks, looked, looking).
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Speaking and Listening Checklist

Unit 1 focuses primarily on SL.1.1 and SL.1.2. Unit 2 focuses primarily on SL.1.1, SL.1.2, and SL.1.5. Unit 3 focuses on SL.1.2, SL.1.3, SL.1.4, SL.1.5, and SL.1.6. And SL.1.2 is assessed in every unit of this module. This checklist can be used to track progress and adjust instruction to meet students’ needs throughout the module.

	Student Name
	SL.1.1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
	SL.1.2: Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.
	SL.1.3: Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says to gather additional information or clarify something that is not understood.
	SL.1.4: Describe people, places, things, and events with rele-vant details, expressing ideas and feelings clearly.
	SL.1.5: Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings.
	SL.1.6: Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation.
	Teacher comments

	
	SL.1.1a: Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions. Examples: listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion.
	SL.1.1b: Build on others’ talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others through multiple exchanges. Examples: I agree because ____. That makes me think ____.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Reading Literature Checklist

This checklist is designed to track students’ comprehension of literary texts read aloud during this module. This module focuses primarily on RL.1.1, RL.1.2, and RL.1.3. Unit 1 emphasizes RL.1.1, RL.1.2, RL.1.3, RL.1.7, and RL.1.9, and RL.1.1, RL.1.3, and RL.1.9 are formally assessed in the Unit 1 Assessment. This checklist can be used to track progress and adjust instruction to meet students’ needs throughout the module.

	Student Name
	RL.1.1:

Ask and answer questions about important details in the text.


	RL.1.2:

Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrates understanding of their central message or lesson.
	RL.1.3:
Describe an important character/event in the story using details from the text.
	RL.1.7
Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or events.
	RL.1.9:
Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in stories.
	Teacher comments

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Reading Informational Text Checklist

This checklist is designed to track students’ comprehension of informational texts read aloud during this module. Throughout Units 2–3, students participate in focused read-alouds. Unit 2 focuses on RI.1.1, RI.1.2, RI.1.3, RI.1.4, RI.1.6, RI.1.7, and RI.1.8, while Unit 3 focuses on RI.1.1, RI.1.2, RI.1.3, RI.1.4, RI.1.7, and RI.1.8. This checklist can be used to track progress and adjust instruction to meet students’ needs throughout the module.

	Student Name
	RI.1.1:

Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
	RI.1.2:

Identify the main topic and key details of a text.
	RI.1.3:

Describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.
	RI.1.4:

Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases in a text.
	RI.1.6:

Distinguish between infor-mation provided by pictures or other illustrations and information provided by the words in a text.
	RI.1.7:

Use illustrations and details from the story to describe key ideas.
	RI.1.8:

Identify the reasons an author gives to support points in a text.
	Teacher comments

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Opinion Writing Checklist

This module focuses primarily on W.1.1. This standard is taught and assessed in Unit 2 alongside W.1.7 and W.1.8. This checklist also includes L.1.1 and L.1.2 standards. 

	Student Name
	W.1.1

Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and provide some sense of closure.
	W.1.7

Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number of “how-to” books on a given topic and use them to write a sequence of instructions).
	W.1.8

With guidance and support from adults, recall inform-ation from experiences or gather inform-ation from provided sources to answer a question.
	L1.1

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
	L1.2

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
	L1.6

Use words and phrases acquired through conver-sations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using frequently occurring conjunctions to signal simple relationships.
	Teacher Comments

	
	
	
	
	L1.1a

Print all upper- and lowercase letters.
	L1.1b

Use common, proper, and possessive nouns.
	L1.1d

Use personal, possessive, and indefinite pronouns (e.g., I, me, my; they, them, their, anyone, everything).
	L1.1g

Use frequent-ly occurring conjunct-tions (e.g., and, but, or, so, because).
	L1.2a

Capitalize dates and names of people.
	L1.2b

Use end punc-tuation for sentences.
	L1.2e

Spell untaught words phoneti-cally, drawing on phonemic awareness and spelling conven-tions.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Informative Writing Checklist

The performance task for this module focuses on W.1.2, informative writing. This standard is taught and assessed in Module 3 and revisited in Unit 3 of this module. This checklist also includes L.1.1 and L.1.2 standards.

	Student Name
	W.1.2

Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure.
	W.1.5:

With guidance and support from adults, focus on a topic, respond to questions and suggestions from peers, and add details to strengthen writing as needed.
	W.1.6:

With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers.
	L1.1

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
	L1.2

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
	Teacher Comments

	
	
	
	
	L1.1b

Use common, proper, and possessive nouns.
	L.1.1g:

Use frequently occurring conjunctions (e.g., and, but, or, so, because).
	L.1.1f:

Use frequently occurring adjectives.
	L.1.2a:

Capitalize dates and names of people.
	L.1.2b:

Use end punctuation for sentences.
	L.1.2c:

Use commas in dates and to separate single words in a series.
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Opinion Writing Rubric

The following rubric is designed to measure students’ progress toward mastery of opinion writing and associated language standards. This rubric reflects performance expected at the end of this grade level; therefore, it is used across modules where W.1.1 is assessed. During this module, this rubric should be used to record evidence of progress toward mastery of W.1.1 and related language standards; however, full mastery of these standards is not expected until the end of this grade. For clarification of descriptors in this rubric, refer to the sample student responses in the Unit 2 Assessment for this module. 

	Opinion Writing Rubric: Grade 1

	Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and provide some sense of closure.

	
	
	4 – Advanced
	3 – Proficient
	2 – Developing
	1 – Beginning

	A
	Knowledge and Understanding

RL.1.10/RI.1.10
	Demonstrates a deep understanding of topic or text
	Demonstrates a clear understanding of topic or text
	Demonstrates a limited understanding of topic or text
	Does not demonstrate understanding, or shows a misunderstanding, of topic or text

	B

C

D
	Organization and Purpose

W.1.1 
	Opinion is clearly stated

Introduction provides some context about topic or text

Concluding statement or section clearly restates the opinion in the piece
	States a relevant opinion
Briefly introduces the topic or text

Concluding statement or section provides some sense of closure
	Stated opinion is unrelated to task

Introduction is confusing or off topic

Conclusion is confusing or off topic
	Opinion is not stated

Introduction is missing

Conclusion is missing 


	Opinion Writing Rubric: Grade 1

	Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and provide some sense of closure.

	
	
	4 – Advanced
	3 – Proficient
	2 – Developing
	1 – Beginning

	E

F
	Evidence and Elaboration

W.1.1

W.1.7

W.1.8

L.1.6
	Supplies more than one relevant reason to support the opinion

Uses conjunctions and topic-related words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts
	Supplies a reason that supports the opinion

Uses frequently occurring conjunctions to signal the relationship between opinion and reason
	Reason(s) are confusing or irrelevant

Uses a basic vocabulary
	No reason given

Uses a limited vocabulary

	G

H

I

J


	Conventions

L.1.1j

L.1.2a

L.1.2b

L.1.2d

L.1.2e
	Uses a variety of simple and compound sentences

No errors in capitalization

Correctly uses commas and/or apostrophes in addition to end punctuation

Generalizes learned spelling patterns and shows evidence of using reference materials (Word Walls, personal dictionaries, etc.) when writing words
	Writes in complete simple and compound sentences

Capitalizes the first word in a sentence, the pronoun I, names, and dates

Correctly uses end punctuation

Uses conventional spelling for words with common patterns and for frequently occurring irregular words

Spells untaught words phonetically
	Writes in clear, simple sentences and phrases

Inconsistently capitalizes the first word in a sentence, the pronoun I, names, and dates

Inconsistently uses end punctuation

Frequent errors in the spelling of grade-appropriate words
	Errors in usage are frequent; sentences are often difficult to understand

Minimal or incorrect use of uppercase letters

Errors in end punctuation are frequent, making the piece difficult to read

Errors in spelling are severe and often obscure meaning
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