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Unit 3 Assessment: 
Identifying Reasons People Need Birds

(For Teacher Reference)

This assessment focuses on students’ comprehension of informational text read aloud. It centers on CCSS ELA RI.1.1, RI.1.4, RI.1.8, SL.1.2, L.1.4, L.1.4a, L.1.4b, and L.1.4c. Students listen to the short text “Birds as Human Helpers” read aloud and identify the reasons the author gives to support the point that people need birds. Students also answer two short constructed responses about the meaning of two vocabulary words in the text using strategies learned and practiced throughout the module.

CCSS Assessed:
· RI.1.1: Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

· RI.1.4: Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases in a text.

· RI.1.8: Identify the reasons an author gives to support points in a text.

· SL.1.2: Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.

· L.1.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 1 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies.

· L.1.4a: Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

· L.1.4b: Use frequently occurring affixes as a clue to the meaning of a word.

· L.1.4c: Identify frequently occurring root words (e.g., look) and their inflectional forms (e.g., looks, looked, looking).

Assessment Directions:

The assessment is administered in Unit 3, Lesson 7.
Identifying Reasons People Need Birds
1. Invite students to take a Unit 3 Assessment response sheet and write their names on top.

2. Read aloud Part 1: “The author makes the point that birds are helpful to people. Circle two reasons the author gives to support this point.”

3. Turn and Talk:

“What will you listen for?” (two reasons the author uses to support the point that birds are helpful to people)

4. Reread the text slowly.

5. Invite students to circle the two reasons the author uses to support the point.

6. Circulate to support students. Consider labeling or reading the caption of the icons to help students. Remind students that you will reread the text again to help them if they did not hear both reasons.

7. When all students have chosen at least one reason by circling an icon, refocus their attention.

8. Reread the text slowly.

9. Invite students to circle the second reason or to check the reasons they have already chosen.

10. When all students have circled two reasons, invite them to turn to Part 2.

11. Read aloud the Part 2 prompt: 

· “What do these words mean? Listen to the sentence from the text, then write what the word means.”

12. Turn and Talk:

“What are you going to be doing after you hear the sentence? (write what the word means)

13. Invite students to place their finger on the star. Tell them to follow along as you read the sentence:

· “Birds eat harmful insects like grasshoppers and beetles that can destroy the plants people use as food.”

14. Read the prompt aloud:

· “What does the word harmful mean?”

15. Invite students to write their responses on the line.

16. Circulate to support students. Consider rereading the sentence to students individually.

17. When students are ready, repeat the routine with the second sentence.

18. Invite students to place their finger on the square. Tell them to follow along as you read the sentence:

· “Birds can be very useful to us humans!”

19. Read the prompt aloud:

· “What does the word useful mean?”

20. Invite students to write their responses on the line.

21. Circulate to support students. Consider rereading the sentence to students individually.
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RI.1.1, RI.1.4, RI.1.8, SL.1.2, L.1.4, L.1.4a, L.1.4b, L.1.4c

Birds as Human Helpers
Birds are found all over the world and are important to people in many places. Many people eat birds’ eggs, as well as birds such as turkeys and chickens. Birds’ eggs and their meat are a source of food for many humans. Also, many birds help the plants people eat. Birds eat harmful insects like grasshoppers and beetles that can destroy the plants people use as food. These are some of the reasons why it’s important for people to help protect birds so they can live and grow. Birds can be very useful to us humans!
Written by EL Education for instructional purposes.
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Part 1: The author makes the point that birds are helpful to people. On the next page, circle two reasons the author gives to support this point. (RI.1.1, RI.1.8, SL.1.2). 
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Birds give people food.
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Birds are helpful.
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Birds eat insects that 
can hurt plants.
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Birds are found all over 
the world.
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People like to watch birds.
	


Part 2: What do these words mean? Listen to the sentence from the text, and then write what the word means. (RI.1.4, L.1.4, L.1.4a, L.1.4b, L.1.4c)
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 Birds eat harmful insects like grasshoppers and beetles that can destroy the plants people use as food.

1. What does harmful mean? bad, hurtful, not good
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 Birds can be very useful to us humans!

2. What does useful mean? we use them, helpful, handy
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Part 1: The author makes the point that birds are helpful to people. On the next page, circle two reasons the author gives to support this point. (RI.1.1, RI.1.8, SL.1.2)
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Birds give people food.
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Birds are helpful.
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Birds eat insects that 
can hurt plants.
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Birds are found all over 
the world.
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People like to watch birds.
	


Part 2: What do these words mean? Listen to the sentence from the text, and then write what the word means. (RI.1.4, L.1.4, L.1.4a, L.1.4b, L.1.4c)
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 Birds eat harmful insects like grasshoppers and beetles that can destroy the plants people use as food.

1. What does harmful mean?__________________________________
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 Birds can be very useful to us humans!

2. What does useful mean? ___________________________________
Language Arts Curriculum





MODULE LESSONS


Grade 1: Module 4: Unit 3


Caring for Birds — Assessment








© 2016 EL Education Inc.

Except where otherwise noted, EL Education’s Language Arts Curriculum is published under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) License. To view a copy of this license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

Licensed third party content noted as such in this curriculum is the property of the respective copyright owner and not subject to the CC BY 4.0 License. Responsibility for securing any necessary permissions as to such third party content rests with parties desiring to use such content. For example, certain third party content may not be reproduced or distributed (outside the scope of fair use) without additional permissions from the content owner and it is the responsibility of the person seeking to reproduce or distribute this curriculum to either secure those permissions or remove the applicable content before reproduction or distribution.
	[image: image15.emf]
	| Language Arts Curriculum
	7



[image: image17.emf][image: image18.png]4 Education



