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Unit 2 Assessment: Opinion Writing: 
Take the Nest Down!
(For Teacher Reference)

This assessment centers on CCSS ELA W.1.1, W.1.7, W.1.8, L.1.1, L.1.1a, L.1.1b, L.1.1d, L 1.1g, L.1.2, L.1.2a, L.1.2b, L.1.2d, and L.1.6 and invites students to write an opinion paragraph about why Pale Male’s nest should be taken down. They use reasons from their research reading to support their opinion.

CCSS Assessed:

· W.1.1: Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and provide some sense of closure.
· W.1.7: Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number of "how-to" books on a given topic and use them to write a sequence of instructions).
· W.1.8: With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.
· L.1.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

a.
Print all upper- and lowercase letters.

b.
Use common, proper, and possessive nouns.

d.
Use personal, possessive, and indefinite pronouns (e.g., I, me, my; they, them, their, anyone, everything).

g.
Use frequently occurring conjunctions (e.g., and, but, or, so, because).
· L.1.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

a.
Capitalize dates and names of people.

b.
Use end punctuation for sentences.

d.
Use conventional spelling for words with common spelling patterns and for frequently occurring irregular words.
· L.1.6: Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using frequently occurring conjunctions to signal simple relationships (e.g., because).
Assessment Directions:
The assessment is administered in Unit 2, Lesson 9.
Opinion Writing: Take the Nest Down!

1.
Remind students that they will use their Unit 2 Assessment Writing Organizer to help them write their paragraph.

2.
Transition students back to their workspaces.

3.
Tell students they will begin by writing the introduction.

· Invite students to read the notes on their organizer for the introduction.

· Invite students to whisper a response into their hands:


“What sentences will you write for your introduction?”

· Invite students to take a pre-distributed Unit 2 Assessment Opinion Paragraph sheet and write two sentences for the introduction.

· Circulate to support students as they write.

4.
After a few minutes, refocus whole group. Follow the same process for each of the remaining sentences in their paragraph (opinion statement, reason, and conclusion):

· Invite students to read the notes on their organizer.

· Invite students to whisper into their hands the sentence they will write.

· Invite students to write their sentence.

· Circulate to support students as they write.

5.
Give students a 2-minute warning to complete their writing.

6.
When finished, collect the Unit 2 Assessment opinion paragraphs. Refer to the Unit 2 Assessment Opinion Paragraph (example, for teacher reference) as necessary.

Unit 2 Assessment Writing Organizer

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
	Part of Opinion Paragraph
	Notes

	Introduction

What’s the problem?
What does the reader need to know about the problem? 
	What to do with Pale Male’s nest

	Opinion Statement
	I think

take the nest down 

because

	Reason #1
	birdwatchers crowded*

	Reason #2
	feathers and bones fall 

	Conclusion
	come down


*The oval indicates that the student chose this as the more compelling reason from the two generated.
Unit 2 Assessment Writing Organizer
Name_________________________ Date _______________
	Part of Opinion Paragraph
	Notes

	Introduction

What’s the problem?
What does the reader need to know about the problem? 
	

	Opinion Statement
	

	Reason #1
	

	Reason #2
	

	Conclusion
	


Unit 2 Assessment: Opinion Writing: 
Take the Nest Down!
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
W.1.1, W.1.7, W.1.8, L.1.1, L.1.1a, L.1.1b, L.1.1d, L.1.1g, L.1.2, L.1.2a, L.1.2b, L.1.2e, L.1.6

Introduction

People have different opinions about what to do with Pale Male’s nest.
Should people leave it up or take it down?

Opinion statement and reason: I think they should take it down because:
(Any one of the following reasons):
1.
Bones, feathers, and bird poop fall and make the ­sidewalk messy.
2.
The birdwatchers are making the area crowded.
3.
Parts of the nest fall, which is dangerous.
4.
The law says that it is legal to take the nest down as long as there are no eggs in it.
Conclusion

The nest should come down.
Unit 2 Assessment: Opinion Writing: 
Take the Nest Down!
Name: ___________________________ Date: _____________
W.1.1, W.1.7, W.1.8, L.1.1, L.1.1a, L.1.1b, L.1.1d, L.1.1g, L.1.2, L.1.2a, L.1.2b, L.1.2e, L.1.6

Introduction

	


Should people leave it up or take it down?

Opinion statement and reason 
	

	

	

	


Conclusion

	

	

	


Unit 2 Assessment Revise and Edit Checklist
L.1.1d, L.1.1g, L.1.2a, L.1.2b, L.1.2d, L.1.2e, L.1.6

	(
	
	Standard

	
	Capital letter

Pale Male
	L.1.2a: Capitalize dates and names of people.

	
	Punctuation

The bird beak is big.
	L.1.2b: Use end punctuation for sentences.

	
	Best spelling

The beak is cone 
sh ape d.
	L.1.2d: Use conventional spelling for words with common spelling patterns and for frequently occurring irregular words.

L.1.2e: Spell untaught words phonetically, drawing on phonemic awareness and spelling conventions.


	
	Phrases for the opinion statement and reason

I think _____ because _____.
	L.1.1d: Use personal, possessive, and indefinite pronouns (e.g., I, me, my; they, them, their, anyone, everything).

1.1.1g: Use frequently occurring conjunctions (e.g., and, but, or, so, because).

L.1.6: Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using frequently occurring conjunctions to signal simple relationships (e.g., because).
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