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Unit 3 Assessment: Using Observations of the Sun to Write a Narrative Poem

(For Teacher Reference)

This assessment centers on W.1.3, L.1.1f, L.1.1j, and L.1.2b and requires students to plan and write a narrative poem with a beginning, middle, and end describing the sun and what the sun “sees.” This three-verse narrative poem, titled “What the Sun Sees,” is modeled closely after the structure of the text What the Sun Sees, What the Moon Sees. Students plan, draft, and independently write one verse per lesson across Lessons 8–10. Each verse focuses on a specific time of day, describing the sun and its position at that time of day, as well as the movements and actions of people and animals during that time of day.

CCSS Assessed:

· W.1.3: Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, include some details regarding what happened, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide some sense of closure.

· L.1.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

f.
Use frequently occurring adjectives.

j.
Produce and expand complete simple and compound declarative, interrogative, imperative, and exclamatory sentences in response to prompts.

· L.1.2:  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

b.
Use end punctuation for sentences.
Assessment Directions:

This assessment is administered in Unit 3, Lessons 8–10.

Unit 3 Assessment, Part I: “What the Sun Sees” Poem, Verse 1
1. Display the “What the Moon Sees” verse planner example and “What the Moon Sees” example and discuss the differences between the two.

2. Tell students they will now take the information from their “What the Sun Sees” verse planner and write verse 1 of their “What the Sun Sees” poem.

3. Review the High-Quality Work anchor chart.

4. Invite students to begin writing verse 1 of their “What the Sun Sees” poem using their verse planner.

5. Collect students’ poems and use the Narrative Writing Rubric to assess verse 1.

Unit 3 Assessment, Part II: “What the Sun Sees” Poem, Verse 2
1. Tell students they will now write verse 2 of their “What the Sun Sees” poem using their “What the Sun Sees” verse planner.

2. Invite students to turn and talk with an elbow partner:
“How did you use your research about the sun to help you write your poem?” (My verse planner and my Sky notebook helped me find adjectives to describe the sun.)
“What did you need to remember when writing the first verse of your ‘What the Sun Sees’ poem?” (We need to write the poem in complete sentences and make sure we included all of the information on the verse planner in our poem.)
3. Invite students to begin writing verse 2 of their “What the Sun Sees” poem using their verse planner.

4. Collect students’ poems and use the Narrative Writing Rubric to assess verse 2.

Unit 3 Assessment, Part III: “What the Sun Sees” Poem, Verse 3
1. Tell students they will now write verse 3 of their “What the Sun Sees” poem using their “What the Sun Sees” verse planner.

2. Display page 2 of the “What the Moon Sees” poem.

3. Using a total participation technique, invite responses from the group:

“What do you notice about the closing the ‘What the Moon Sees’ poem?” (The poem doesn’t just end. The moon goes to sleep and the sun comes up.)
“What did you need to remember as you write the closing?” (I need to make sure the poem feels complete. I need to think about what happens when the sun goes away.)
4. Invite students to begin writing verse 3 of their “What the Sun Sees” poem using their verse planner.

5. Collect students’ poems and use the Narrative Writing Rubric to assess verse 3.

“What the Sun Sees” Poem

Name: ______________________________________ Date: ______________

W.1.3, L.1.1f, L.1.1j, L.1.2b
Verse 1

	

	

	


Verse 2

	

	

	


Verse 3

	

	

	


Closing

	


High-Quality Narrative Poem Checklist

(For Teacher Reference)

W.1.5, L.1.1f, L.1.1j, L.1.2b

	Includes details …
	Yes
	No

	Descriptions make sense and create a picture in my reader’s mind
	
	

	Adjectives are used correctly in each verse
	
	

	
	
	

	Follows conventions …
	Yes
	No

	Words from the word wall are spelled correctly
	
	

	Complete sentences with first word capitalized
	
	

	End punctuation
	
	


You did a good job of …
	

	


I think you should …
	

	


High-Quality Narrative Poem Checklist Example

(For Teacher Reference)
W.1.5, L.1.1f, L.1.1j, L.1.2b

	Includes details …
	Yes
	No

	Descriptions make sense and create a picture in my reader’s mind
	(
	

	Adjectives are used correctly in each verse
	
	(

	
	
	

	Follows conventions …
	Yes
	No

	Words from the word wall are spelled correctly
	(
	

	Complete sentences with first word capitalized
	
	(

	End punctuation
	
	(


You did a good job of …

	describing the sun at noon using the words pausing and waiting


I think you should …

	make sure your adjectives describe the color of the sun correctly
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