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Unit 2 Assessment: Discussing Observable 
Patterns in the Sky

(For Teacher Reference)

This formative assessment centers on CCSS ELA SL.1.1a, SL.1.1b, and SL.1.4. Students engage in a Science Talk to discuss possible answers to the unit guiding question: “What patterns can we observe in the sky?” During the conversation, students use sentence starters to share information they have learned and to add on to and say more about explanations from their peers.
CCSS Assessed:

· SL.1.1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

a.
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion).

b.
Build on others’ talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others through multiple exchanges.

· SL.1.4: Describe people, places, things, and events with relevant details, expressing ideas and feelings clearly. 

Assessment Directions:

This assessment is administered in Unit 2, Lesson 12.
Assessment Preparation: Lesson 11
1. Tell students that in the next lesson, they will participate in a Science Talk with a small group to discuss the Unit 2 guiding question: “What patterns can we observe in the sky?”

2. Students reread and review their What Makes Day and Night, Patterns of the Moon, and Patterns of the Stars notes sheets independently to select one pattern they would like to speak about during the Science Talk in Lesson 12.
3. Circulate and support students, prompting them with further questioning if necessary:
“For which pattern do you have the most information?”

“For which pattern do your notes feel the most clear and helpful?”
4. Invite students to use a pencil to mark a star on the top of the note sheets for the pattern they would like to discuss. 

5. Guide students through the Back-to-Back and Face-to-Face protocol to practice sharing information about their chosen pattern using the following questions:
“What pattern in the sky are you sharing about?”
“What are one or two pieces of information you learned about this pattern in the sky?”
“What is one thing you still wonder about for this pattern in the sky?”
Unit 2 Assessment: Lesson 12

Science talk (Group A)

Students will use their selected notes from yesterday as support for their small group Science Talk. Steps for Science Talk:

1. Move students into pre-determined groups of four and distribute their notes sheets from Lesson 11.

2. Post and briefly review the Science Talk Protocol anchor chart and posted sentence frames:

—
“I think he/she means _____.”

—
“I’d like to add _____.”

—
“This makes me think _____ because ______.”

3. Tell students that during the Science Talk, they will discuss the Unit 2 guiding question: “What patterns can we observe in the sky?”

4. Invite group member A to begin the Science Talk for his or her small group.

5. As students discuss, circulate to support them and monitor their progress toward SL.1.1a, SL.1.1b, and SL.1.4 using the Speaking and Listening Checklist.

Independent Writing in Sky Notebook (Group B)

6. Invite students in group B to return to their workspaces.

7. Display Sun photograph 8 and Moon photograph 8 and point out the other materials already at their workspaces: Sky notebook, pencils, and crayons.

8. Invite students to open their notebooks to page 13.

9. Tell students they will closely observe the photographs and then complete pages 13–16 in their Sky notebook.

10. Invite students to begin working.

At the end of Work Time A, groups switch so that all students take part in both activities.

Science Talk Protocol Anchor Chart

(For Teacher Reference)

SL.1.1s, SL.1.1b, SL.1.4

	Face your small group members.
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	Label who is A, B, C, and/or 
D members.
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	Listen to the teacher announce the question or prompt.
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	Consult your notes for evidence to answer the question.
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	One group member answers the question.
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	Using notes and ideas, take turns responding using a sentence starter.
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Unit 2 Assessment: Discussing Observable 
Patterns in the Sky

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

SL.1.1a, SL.1.1b, SL.1.4

What patterns can we observe in the sky?

Sample student responses:

	SL.1.1a: Follows agreed-upon rules for discussions.

	Beginning: Student does not offer an answer or offers an answer that does not make sense with the prompt.
	Examples: “I don’t know,” “My favorite thing at school is math”

	Developing: Student offers an answer, but does not follow the protocol (does not use notes) and norms of the discussion.
	Examples: (shouts over others) “I know that there’s the pattern of day and night.”

	Proficient: Student offers an answer using his or her notes as a resource and follows the protocol and norms of the discussion.
	Examples: (waits for turn to speak) “There is a pattern with the stars because you can’t see them during the day, but you can see them at night.”

	Advanced: Student offers an answer and supports that answer with details from his or her notes.
	Examples: “We can observe a pattern of the stars because you can’t see them during the day, but you can see them at night. Remember when we experimented with the flashlight? The sun is so bright that it outshines all the stars during the day.”


	SL.1.1b: Builds on others’ talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others through multiple exchanges.

	Beginning: Student does not use any conversation cues to build on.
	Example: “There is a pattern as the moon changes shape.”

	Developing: Student uses a conversation cue to respond, but does not provide new information.
	Example: “I agree that there is a pattern as the moon changes shape,” “I would like to add that the moon has a pattern.”

	Proficient: Student uses a conversation cue to respond and explains more using notes.
	Example: “I agree that there is a pattern as the moon changes shape because it changes from crescent, to half-moon, to gibbous moon, to full moon,” “I would like to add that the moon has a pattern as it looks bigger and bigger then disappears.”

	Advanced: Student uses a conversation cue to respond and explains more using notes and scientific language.


	Example: “I agree that there is a pattern as the moon changes shape because we read about how the moon can be in shadow so we can’t see it,” “I would like to add that the moon is changing shape is because it is sometimes in the shadow of earth.”


	SL.1.4: Describe people, places, things, and events with relevant details, expression ideas and feelings clearly.

	Beginning: Student does not describe a pattern.
	Example: “I don’t know,” “I can see birds”

	Developing: Student names a pattern, but does not describe it.
	Example: “There is a pattern of day to night,” “The shape of the moon looks different.”

	Proficient: Student names a pattern and describes it clearly.
	Example: “There is a pattern of day to night as the earth turns to face the sun.”

	Advanced: Student names a pattern and describes it clearly using scientific language.
	Example: “There is a pattern of day to night as the earth turns toward the sun at sunrise to get daylight and away from the sun at sunset to get darkness.”
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