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Summary Sentences
	Summary sentence #1
	Many people’s lives have been shaped by the rainforest. 

	Summary sentence #2
	Even though rainforests cover a small amount of land on earth, they have around half of all the Earth’s species of plants and animals.

	Summary sentence #3
	There are many reasons rainforests are important.

	Summary sentence #4
	Rainforests help to keep the world’s climate stable and regular.


Text Structure Resource Page

RI.5.5
	Structure
	Description
	Graphic Organizer

	Problem and Solution
	The author gives evidence of a problem and one or more ways to solve it.
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	Descriptive
	The author tells the characteristics of a topic.
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	Proposition and Support
	The author states a main idea or claim and gives details or evidence to support that idea or claim.
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Text Structure Resource Page

RI.5.5

	Structure
	Description
	Graphic Organizer

	Chronological/ Sequential
	The author relates a sequence of events or steps in a process
	1.______First,__________
2.______Second,________

3.______Third,__________

4.______Next,__________

5.______Finally,_________

	Cause and Effect
	The author explains the reason something is happening and what happened as a result.
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	Comparison
	The author explains how two things or ideas are the same/ different.
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Proposition and Support Structure:
“Rainforests and Why They Are Important” Graphic Organizer
(Answers, For Teacher Reference)
RI.5.5

*How does the way a text is structured support our understanding of complex ideas?
Text: “Rainforests and Why They Are Important”  http://www.livingrainforest.org/about-rainforests/
	MAIN IDEA/CLAIM

There are many reasons rainforests are important.
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	REASON #1

Biological diversity

Evidence that the rainforest is important:

“Tropical rainforests are thought to contain around 50% of all the Earth’s species of plants and animals.”
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	REASON #2

Cultural diversity

Evidence that the rainforest is important:
“Hundreds of different languages are spoken in ‘biological hotspots’ like New Guinea and the Amazon Basin.”
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	REASON #3

Climate stability
Evidence that the rainforest is important:

“Rainforests also play a vital role in the planet’s water and carbon cycles and in regulating climate.”


Proposition and Support Structure:
“Rainforests and Why They Are Important” Graphic Organizer
RI.5.5

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

*How does the way a text is structured support our understanding of complex ideas?
Text:
	MAIN IDEA/CLAIM



	
	REASON #1

Evidence that the rainforest is important:



	
	REASON #2

Evidence that the rainforest is important:




	
	REASON #3

Evidence that the rainforest is important:




Class Summary: “Rainforests and Why 
They Are Important”

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RI.5.2, W.5.2
In the article “Rainforests and Why They Are Important,” the author gives several reasons rainforests are important. The author explains that the rainforest promotes both biological and cultural diversity. Even though they take up a small amount of land on Earth, rainforests have around half of the world’s species of plants and animals. People living in rainforest countries speak hundreds of different languages. Another reason the author gives for the importance of the rainforest is that it helps keep the Earth’s climate stable. It plays a big role in Earth’s water and carbon cycles, which helps to regulate climate. These are just some of the reasons that rainforests are so important.
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Reading Informational Texts: Summarizing a Text about the Rainforest
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