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Comparing Text Structures I:
Graphic Organizer

RI.5.5

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Directions: Refer to the texts and your graphic organizers to complete the Venn diagram below.

· How is the information given in the two texts different? How is it the same?
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Comparing Text Structures I:
Graphic Organizer

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
RI.5.5

Below are sample answers. Accept any student responses that are supported by details from the text.
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« descriptive structure

« The purpose of this
excerpt is to describe
Blue Creek, a
rainforest in Belize.

« The author describes
the plants and
animals in the

rainforest.

Similarities

» Both texts describe
the biodiversity of
the rainforest.

"Rainforests and Wh
They Are Important”

« proposition/support
structure

«The purpose of this text is
to explain why the
rainforest is important.

« The author explains the
importance of the
biological and cultural
diversity in the rainforest
and the importance of

the climate stability the

rainforest provides.







Comparing Text Structures Anchor Chart
(For Teacher Reference)
RI.5.5
Directions: Add the bullet in bold in advance of this lesson.

What is text structure?
Text structure is how information or ideas are organized in a text.

· Understanding a text’s structure can help a reader understand the purpose of the text and how parts of a text relate to each other.

· Comparing a text’s structure to another text’s structure can help a reader understand the events, ideas, concepts, or information presented in both texts.

Types of Text Structures:

· problem/solution: gives evidence of a problem and one or more ways to solve it

· description: tells the characteristics of a topic

· proposition/support: states a main idea or claim and gives details or evidence to support it

· chronological/sequential: relates a sequence of events or steps in a process

· cause/effect: explains the reason something is happening and what happened as a result

· comparison: explains how two things or ideas are the same/ different

Research: “Rainforests and Why They Are Important” Note Catcher
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

RI.5.7, W.5.7, W.5.8
Question: Why do scientists study the rainforest?
	Source (Author. Web page title. Web page link. Date accessed):


“Rainforests and Why They Are Important.” http://www. livingrainforest.org/about-rainforests/.
Accessed 14 January 2016.

	When I read or see that (evidence) …
	It makes me think that scientists study the rainforest because …

	(Example) “Tropical rainforests are thought to contain around 50% of all the Earth’s species of plants and animals.”
	(Example) There are a lot of different species for them to find out more about.

	“Rainforests are a priceless and economically vital source of food and medicine.”
	They want to find other sources of medicine that could be in the rainforest.

	“Rainforests also play a vital role in the planet’s water and carbon cycles and in regulating climate.”
	They want to know more about how rainforests regulate climate.

	“Rainforest destruction releases more CO2 than all the world’s cars, planes and ships put together.”
	They want to help find ways to slow or stop the destruction of the rainforest.

	“Scientists … believe that rainforest conservation is vital to stabilising CO2 emissions and combating dangerous climate change.”
	They want to find out exactly how the rainforest helps to prevent climate change.


	Research:  "Rainforests and Why They Are Important" 
Note Catcher
	RI.5.7, W.5.7, W.5.8
Name: _______________________________________________________ Date: ___________________

Question: Why do scientists study the rainforest?
	Source (Author. Web page title. Web page link. Date accessed):
	It makes me think that scientists study the rainforest because …
	(Example) There are a lot of different species for them to find out more about.
	

	
	
	
	When I read or see that  (evidence) …
	(Example) "Tropical rainforests are thought to contain around 50% of all the Earth’s species of plants and animals."
	


	It makes me think that scientists study the rainforest because …
	
	
	

	When I read or see that  (evidence) …
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