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Transitional Words and Phrases I

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

1. Add appropriate transitional words and phrases to the Millipede Narrative (W.4.3c).

Whoosh!

Crunch crunch!

Chirp! Chirp! Tweet! Chirp!

Marty the millipede listened to the sounds of his habitat as he inched along the forest floor. He was searching for a good, crunchy leaf to eat. His 120 legs marched slowly as his segmented body moved across the ground. He heard the rustling of the leaves in the trees around him and the water of the stream tumbling by. Marty tilted his head up toward the sky, listening for his favorite sound. He soon heard the birds singing a happy tune as a breeze whistled over his hard exoskeleton. A squirrel sniffed some moss on the root of a nearby maple tree before scampering up. Marty noticed a leaf on the ground by its trunk and started nibbling it.

Across the stream, a warty toad spotted Marty. The toad was searching for his lunch and thought Marty would make a delicious meal. He hopped across the stream, making a little splash.

Marty looked up nervously.

“What was that?” he thought to himself.

He was used to the sound of the bubbling stream, but a splash meant something different—something was coming closer to him. He hoped it wasn’t a predator like an ant or a toad.

A short while later, once on the other side of the stream, the toad croaked a little ribbit sound.

“Ribbit! Ribbit!”
Marty froze. A ribbit could only mean one thing—a hungry toad was close! He looked around. There it was by the stream! He knew he had to do something, and quick, or else the threatening toad would gobble him up for lunch!
	Choice #1
	Choice #2

	If Marty rolls into a ball,  turn to page 4.
	If Marty oozes poison, turn to page 5.


Choice #1

Marty decided the best way to protect himself from the toad would be to roll into a ball. His body quickly curled up, with his hard black and yellow exoskeleton protecting it. By the time the toad looked over to where Marty had been eating the leaf, Marty had blended right in with the pebbles around him!

“Hey, where’d that millipede go?” the toad asked himself. “He was there just a second ago! Now all I see are rocks and pebbles!”

The toad looked around for another second, and then noticed a fly sitting on a nearby flower. Giving up on looking for the millipede, he hopped away toward the fly instead.

Finally Marty was safe! He carefully unrolled himself and finished eating his leaf.
Tracking Progress: Narrative Writing

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Learning Target: I can write a narrative text.
Standards I’m Tracking: W.4.3
Text Type (circle):  Informative Story      Poem      Play/Readers     Theater
2. How am I doing?

· For each criterion, self-assess by putting a check mark in the appropriate column.
· Write the number of each standard on a sticky note or flag. Then on your own writing, place each sticky note in an area that shows evidence you have met the criteria. Make sure you have evidence for each criterion.

· Strive to be honest with yourself. Remember, your ability grows with your effort, so it’s fine if you aren’t there yet!

You will receive feedback on different colored sticky notes/flags, and in a different colored pen on the checklist.
	Standard
	Characteristics of an Effective Informative Piece
	4
Advanced
	3
Proficient
	2
Developing
	1
Beginning

	W.4.9
RI.4.1
	I use some information from what I have read to create the characters, setting or events in the story.
	
	
	
	

	W.4.3a
	The events in the narrative make sense and are easy to understand.
	
	
	
	

	W.4.3a
	I use details and description to introduce the reader to the narrator, setting and situation.
	
	
	
	


	Standard
	Characteristics of an Effective Informative Piece
	4
Advanced
	3
Proficient
	2
Developing
	1
Beginning

	W.4.3a
	My narrative has a central problem.
	
	
	
	

	*W.4.3e
	The narrative has a satisfying ending.
	
	
	
	

	*W.4.3c
	I organize events in an order that makes sense and use transitional words to show the order of events.
	
	
	
	

	W.4.3b
L.4.6
	I use dialogue and description to show what characters are doing, thinking and feeling and how they respond to what happens.
	
	
	
	

	W.4.3d L.4.6 L.4.3a
	I include details and choose words carefully to help readers imagine what they might see, hear, taste, smell or feel if they were there.
	
	
	
	

	W.4.4
	I use a narrative voice that is appropriate to the story I’m telling and engages the reader.
	
	
	
	

	L.4.1
	My words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	
	
	
	

	L.4.2
L.4.3b


	The spelling, capitalization, and punctuation in my piece is correct.
	
	
	
	


3. How have I improved since I last worked on this skill?

	

	


Teacher Response

	

	


4. How can I improve next time?

	

	


Teacher Response

	

	


	Anchor Standards:

W.3
By the end of Grade 12 I will be able to: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details and well-structured event sequences.
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End of Unit 3 Assessment: Writing Choice #2 of the Choose-Your-Own-Adventure Narrative
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