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Informational Texts Anchor Chart
(For Teacher Reference)
W.4.2, W.4.4, L.4.3c

Teacher Directions: Write the following on chart paper to create this anchor chart. Leave space at the bottom to add to it throughout the unit.

Informational Texts

· Informational texts inform or teach a reader about a topic.

· Informational texts are focused on the same topic throughout the piece.

· Informational texts group related information in paragraphs and sections.

· Informational texts have precise vocabulary.

· Informational texts are based on research the author does before writing and list sources used in research.

· Informational texts often have pictures or other visuals that support the text.

· Informational texts are clearly presented and easy to understand.

Introductory Paragraph

· Introduction that catches the reader’s attention and gives some background information: Describe your animal. What does it look like, where does it live, what are its predators?

· Focus statement: [Your animal] has two main defense mechanisms to protect itself from predators. When it’s near a predator, it [first defense mechanism] or [second defense mechanism].

· Point 1: One defense mechanism that helps your animal survive

· Point 2: Another defense mechanism that helps your animal survive
Proof Paragraph 1

· Describes one defense mechanism your animal uses

· Describes how the defense mechanism helps the animal survive

· Elaborates on how the predator would respond to the defense mechanism

Proof Paragraph 2

· Describes another defense mechanism your animal uses

· Describes how the defense mechanism helps the animal survive

· Elaborates on how the predator would respond to the defense mechanism

Concluding Paragraph

· What? Restates how your animal protects itself[image: image1.emf]
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