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Animal Defenses Research Notebook:
Movement Words Note Catcher (Pages 24)

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

RI.4.4, W.4.2d, L.4.3a, L.4.4a
	Words Describing How Animals Move
	Source

	fleeing

run(ning)

gallop
	page 22, Animal Behavior: Animal Defenses

	race away quickly

burst of speed
	page 23, Animal Behavior: Animal Defenses

	run swiftly

zip

dashes

leap

pop into the air

swimming

slithering
climbing

flying

jumping

jetting

streaking up and out of the water
	page 24, Animal Behavior: Animal Defenses

	roll

zigzag

dodges back and forth

dart and dash

springing into the air freezing
	page 25, Animal Behavior: Animal Defenses

	zigzags

runs

digs

burrows

hunker down

playing dead

leaping abruptly
	page 50, Animal Behavior: Animal Defenses



	Words Describing How Animals Move
	Source

	roll

pinch
	page 51, Animal Behavior: Animal Defenses

	oozes

escapes

excrete
	pages 56-57, Animal Behavior: Animal Defenses


Determining the Main Idea Note Catcher
(Pages 20-21)
(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

RI.4.2, W.4.7

Reread the text and determine the main idea for your group’s section(s) of the text.

Group 1:
	“Fleeing,” pages 22–26

	Main Idea #1:

An animal that doesn’t have a place to hide will quickly move away from its predator to protect itself rather than fight it.

What clues did you use to determine the main idea?

the heading, “Fleeing”

“An animal without a burrow or other hiding place can choose between fight or flight.” page 22

“… fleeing is the first response to danger.” page 22

“… literally run for their lives, relying on sheer speed to escape.” page 22

“Swimming, slithering, climbing, and flying from danger all work just as well as running and jumping.” page 24
	Supporting Details:
What explicit information from the text supports your thinking about the main idea?

· Horses and deer race away quickly from predators.

· An ostrich can outrun and outlast most predators.

· The rhea can run and turn quickly.

· The octopus can jet away in any direction if a predator is near.

· Wheel spiders run and then flip sideways to roll away from predators like wheels


	“Fleeing,” pages 22–26

	Main Idea #2

Speed doesn’t always work because many predators are also fast, so some animals have to use other tactics to escape.

What clues did you use to determine the main idea?

“Their prey must often use other tactics besides pure speed to make their escape.” page 25

“Other animals dart and dash when chased.” page 25
	Supporting Details:

What explicit information from the text supports your thinking about the main idea?

· Some animals zigzag as they run to trick their predator.

·  A rabbit zigzags, which makes the predator change directions, making it hard for the predator to plan its next move.

· Impalas leap over each other as they run, which startles and confuses a predator.

· Frogs and grasshoppers jump in one direction, freeze, and then jump off in another direction, which confuses a predator.


Determining the Main Idea Note Catcher
(Pages 20–21)

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

RI.4.2, W.4.7

Group 2:
	“Scales, Scutes, and Skin,” pages 49-52

	Main Idea:

Many animals have tough skin and scales to protect themselves.

What clues did you use to determine the main idea?

the heading,

“Scales, Scutes, and Skin”

Paragraph 1 of this section

“Animal armor also includes the bony scales of fish.” page 52
	Supporting Details:

What explicit information from the text supports your thinking about the main idea?

· Armadillos are covered in bony armor called a carapace.

· The pink fairy armadillo digs a burrow and runs in head first, plugging the opening with a plate of armor that covers its hind end.

· Pangolin are covered in protective body armor and roll into tight balls if a predator is near; they use their scales to pinch a predator if it comes close.

· Fish have scales that form a strong protective covering.


Group 3:
	“Poisonous Prey,” pages 56–58

	Main Idea:

A poisonous animal protects itself with the poison in its body when a predator comes in contact with the poison.

What clues did you use to determine the main idea?

the heading, “Poisonous Prey”

“A poisonous animal has poison in its body. It does not typically have a special body part, such as a sting, for injecting the poison. Instead, a predator comes in contact with the poison.” (page 56)
	Supporting Details:

What explicit information from the text supports your thinking about the main idea?

· The monarch butterfly’s poison makes predators feel sick and throw up.

· The pill millipede oozes sticky droplets when attacked; its poison can paralyze predators.

· Poison dart frogs secrete a poisonous, foul-tasting fluid from their skin when threatened.
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Reading Scientific Text: Building Reading Closely about ADM
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