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Poster Walk: Poster Preparation

(For Teacher Reference)

Directions: On a sheet of chart paper, create the posters according to the directions below. Post them around the classroom in advance of the lesson.
	Poster Walk Poster 1
	Write the discussion question at the top of the poster: “What can you infer about animal defense mechanisms from these pictures and/or text?”

Display the book Venom by Marilyn Singer under the poster.

Bookmark the following pages of the book with sticky notes:

page 8 (“Home Is Where the Venom Is” and photograph of the house)

page 22 (“Pretty Poison” and photos of butterflies)

page 81 (“Eight Arms to Hold You” and photos of  octopuses)

	Poster Walk Poster 2
	Write the discussion question at the top of the poster:

“What can you infer about animal defense mechanisms from these pictures and/or text?”

Display several copies of the book Animal Behavior: Animal Defenses by Christina Wilsdon under the poster.

Bookmark the following pages of the books with sticky notes:

page 15 (a photo of a walkingstick insect)

page 36 (a photo of an opossum playing dead)

page 57 (a photo of a poison dart frog)

page 59 (a photo of a cinnabar caterpillar)

page 92 (a photo of a hover fly)


	Poster Walk Poster 3
	Use technology to play the slideshow of images found on this web page: http://www.arkive.org/brazilian-three- banded-armadillo/tolypeutes-tricinctus/


Write the following quote from Animal Behavior: Animal Defenses, page 50, on a poster next to the technology playing the slideshow:

“Their name, which means ‘little armored one’ in Spanish, refers to their bony armor.”


Write the discussion question below the quote on the poster: “What can you infer about animal defense mechanisms from these pictures and/or text?”

	Poster Walk Poster 4
	Use technology to play the slideshow of images found on this web page: http://www.arkive.org/springbok/ antidorcas-marsupialis/

Write the following quote from Animal Behavior: Animal Defenses, page 8, on a poster next to the technology playing the slideshow: “[It] bounces into the air with arched back and stiff legs. This motion is called stotting or  pronking.”

Write the discussion question below the quote on the poster: “What can you infer about animal defense mechanisms from these pictures and/or text?”


	Poster Walk Poster 5
	Use technology to play the slideshow of images found on this web page: http://www.arkive.org/monarch-butterfly/ danaus-plexippus/

Write the following quote from Animal Behavior: Animal Defenses, page 105, on a poster next to the technology playing the slideshow: “It feeds on poisonous milkweed plants as a caterpillar. It is unharmed by the poison and stores it up in its body to make itself poisonous to  predators.”


Write the discussion question below the quote on the poster: “What can you infer about animal defense mechanisms from these pictures and/or text?”

	Poster Walk Poster 6
	Write the following quote from Animal Behavior: Animal Defenses, page 9: “Much of an animal’s self-defense behavior comes from within it. Most animals are born ‘knowing’ how to defend themselves. Scientists call this inborn knowledge instinct.”

Write the discussion question below the quote on the poster:

“What can you infer about animal defense mechanisms from this text?”

	Poster Walk Poster 7
	Write the following quote from Animal Behavior: Animal Defenses, page 14: “Camouflage, also known as cryptic coloration, is the one-size-fits-all defense in the world of animals. Animals … depend on their cryptic colorations to help them blend in.”

Write the discussion question below the quote on the poster: “What can you infer about animal defense mechanisms from this text?


Directions for Poster Walk

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Poster Walk Protocol

In this protocol, you will work with your group to answer the following question as you visit a series of posters and examine their photographs or text. After discussing the question and the poster, your group will record their thinking on the poster below the picture or text.

Discussion question: What can you infer about animal defense mechanisms from these pictures and/or text?

Directions:

1. Examine the poster’s picture or text and discuss the question above.

2. Record your group’s response using details from the picture or text to support your answer.

3. Move to the next poster when your teacher gives a signal.

4. If another group has visited the poster before your group, respond to both the question and their answer.
Working to Contribute to a Better World
Anchor Chart

(Example, For Teacher Reference)

Directions: Write the following on a piece of chart paper, leaving space at the bottom to add to it throughout the module.

Put learning to use to improve communities

	Habit of character
	What does it look like?
	What does it sound like?

	I apply my learning to help our school, the community, and the environment.
	
	


Working to Contribute to a Better World
Anchor Chart

(Example, For Teacher Reference)

	Habit of character
	What does it look like?
	What does it sound like?

	I apply my learning to help our school, the community, and the environment.
	· Creating products like posters, leaflets, or videos for the school or community.

· Putting together presentations for the school or the community.

· Organizing an event to benefit the school, the community or the environment.
	· “Did you know that…?”


	Animal Defenses Research Notebook:
KWEL Chart, Page 1 of Animal Defenses Research Notebook
	(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

RI.4.1, RI.4.10, W.4.7, W.4.8

Guiding question: How do animals' bodies and behaviors help them survive?
	Source
	
	
	
	

	
	
	E: Evidence, and
L: I Learned …
	
	
	
	

	
	
	W: I want to know …
	· How does a tiger protect itself?

· What if a human approaches an animal? Does the animal use the same defenses it would use if a predator came near it?

· How does a jellyfish sting an enemy?

	
	
	K: I think I know …
	· Venom is poison.

· Animals have lots of different ways they defend themselves.

· Mimicry is when animals look or act like other animals as a way to protect themselves.

· Some fish use camouflage to blend in with what is around them as a way to hide from predators.


Animal Defenses Research Notebook

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Contents:

Page 1: KWEL chart

Pages 2–3: Listening Closely note-catcher

Page 4: Reading for Gist and Unfamiliar Vocabulary

Page 5: Gist chart

Pages 6–7: Listening Closely note-catcher

Pages 8–11: Close Read Questions: “Lying Low”

Page 12: Expert Group Gist chart

Pages 13–14: Listening Closely note-catcher

Page 15–19: Close Read Questions: “A Life in Hiding”

Pages 20–21: Determining the Main Idea note-catcher

Page 22: Movement Words note-catcher

	Animal Defenses Research Notebook: KWEL Chart
	RI.4.1, RI.4.10, W.4.7, W.4.8

Guiding question: How do animals' bodies and behaviors help them survive?
	Source
	
	
	
	

	
	
	E: Evidence, and
L: I Learned …
	
	
	
	

	
	
	W: I want to know …
	

	
	
	K: I think I know …
	


Animal Defenses Research Notebook:
Listening Closely Note Catcher

W.4.8, SL.4.2

Source: Venom, pages 4–5
Directions: Listen as Venom is read aloud. Use the table below to record your notes.
Guiding question: “How do animals’ bodies and behaviors help them survive?”

	What do you OBSERVE/HEAR?

	

	What QUESTIONS do you have?

	


Animal Defenses Research Notebook:
Listening Closely Note Catcher

W.4.8, SL.4.2

Source: Venom, pages 4–5

Explain what this text was about by paraphrasing the information heard. Be sure to include specific details from your notes in your response.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Animal Defenses Research Notebook:
Reading for Gist and Unfamiliar Vocabulary

RI.4.2, RI.4.4, RI.4.10, W.4.7, L.4.4

Source: Animal Behavior: Animal Defenses

Focus task: Read for gist and unfamiliar vocabulary.

Directions:
5. Read the selection once all the way through from start to finish.

6. Reread the first three paragraphs and think about the gist.

7. Underline things that you understand or know about.

8. Circle any words that you do not know.

9. Talk with your group about all of your good ideas.

10. Record the section subheading and state the gist of the paragraph (what the section is mostly about) on the gist chart.

11. Repeat with the next paragraph until you have read the whole selection.

Animal Defenses Research Notebook:
Animal Behavior: Animal Defenses
Chapter 1 Gist Chart

RI.4.2, RI.4.10, W.4.7

Source: Animal Behavior: Animal Defenses, pages 7–12


	Section
	Gist

	
	


Animal Defenses Research Notebook:
Listening Closely Note Catcher

W.4.8, SL.4.2

Source: Venom, pages 16-17
Directions: Listen as Venom is read aloud. Use the table below to record your notes.
Guiding question: “How do animals’ bodies and behaviors help them survive?”


	What do you OBSERVE/HEAR?

	

	What QUESTIONS do you have?

	


Animal Defenses Research Notebook:
Listening Closely Note Catcher

W.4.8, SL.4.2

Source: Venom, pages 16–17


Explain what this text was about by paraphrasing the information heard. Be sure to include specific details from your notes in your response.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	Animal Defenses Research Notebook: Close Read Questions:
"Lying Low"
	RI.4.1, RI.4.2, RI.4.4, RI.4.8, W.4.7, W.4.8, L.4.4a, L.4.4c

Source: "Lying Low" from Animal Behavior: Animal Defenses (pages 10–11)
	Questions
	1. What is the title of this section? (RI.4.1) 

_________________________________________________________________

2. According to the paragraph, why do many animals hide? (RI.4.1) 

_________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________

3. Below, list two of the signs we might see in the woods that “many animals hide to avoid being noticed.” Be sure to use details from the article. (RI.4.2)
_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
	4. What do you think the word alter might mean? (RI.4.4, L.4.4a) 
_________________________________________________________________

Fill in the chart to show how the insect alters the plant.
	What it does
	
	
	

	
	
	
	12. 
	
	Insect
	Caterpillar
	Weaver ant
	Aphids, wasps, and midges

	
	
	Directions
	Turn to page 10 of Animal Behavior: Animal Defenses.

With a partner, reread Paragraph 1 of "Lying Low," from "Many animals hide …" to "… while under cover."
	With a partner, reread Paragraph 2 of "Lying Low," from "Many insects even alter …" to "… the growth of these galls."


	5. In your own words, write the main idea of this paragraph. (RI.4.2) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

List three details the author uses to support the main idea (RI.4.2, RI.4.8):

a. ____________________________________________________________________________________________

b. ____________________________________________________________________________________________

c. ____________________________________________________________________________________________
	6. What example does the author give to support the idea that large animals take advantage of the plants, rocks, and other parts of their habitat? (RI.4.1, RI.4.4, RI.4.8, L.4.4a)

________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
	7. According to the text, why is staying hidden for many hours not necessary for some animals? (RI.4.1, RI.4.2)
_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

8. Write the names of all the animals used as examples in this paragraph. (RI.4.1, RI.4.2)
_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

	
	Reread Paragraph 3 of "Lying Low," from "Larger animals also …" to "… conceal them in tree holes."
	With a partner, reread Paragraph 4 of “Lying Low,” from “Staying hidden for many hours…” to “…wedging it in place.”


	9. In your own words, write the main idea of this paragraph. (RI.4.2) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

List two of the details the author uses to support the main idea (RI.4.2, RI.4.8):

a. ____________________________________________________________________________________________

b. ____________________________________________________________________________________________



	


Animal Defenses Research Notebook:
Close Read Questions: “Lying Low”
RI.4.1, RI.4.2, RI.4.4, RI.4.8, W.4.7, W.4.8, L.4.4a, L.4.4c

10. Reread “Lying Low” and determine the main idea(s) and supporting details for this section of the text. (RI.4.2)
	“Lying Low,” pages 10-11

	Main Idea #1:
What clues did you use to determine the main idea?
	Supporting Details:

What explicit information from the text supports your thinking about the main idea?

	Main Idea #2:

What clues did you use to determine the main idea?
	Supporting Details:
What explicit information from the text supports your thinking about the main idea?


 Animal Defenses Research Notebook:
Animal Behavior: Animal Defenses
Expert Group Gist Chart

RI.4.2, RI.4.10, W.4.7

Source: Animal Behavior: Animal Defenses
· Group 1—“Escape Artists” (page 22); “Fleeing” (pages 22–26)

· Group 2—“Animal Armor” (page 38); “Scales, Scutes, and Skin” (pages 49–52)

· Group 3—“Bad Smells, Bad Tastes, and Powerful Poisons” (pages 55–56); “Poisonous Prey” (pages 56–58)

	Section
	Gist

	
	


Animal Defenses Research Notebook:
Listening Closely Note Catcher

W.4.8, SL.4.2

Source: Venom, page 19
Directions: Listen as Venom is read aloud. Use the table below to record your notes.
Guiding question: “How do animals’ bodies and behaviors help them survive?”


	What do you OBSERVE/HEAR?

	

	What QUESTIONS do you have?

	


Animal Defenses Research Notebook:
Listening Closely Note Catcher

W.4.8, SL.4.2

Source: Venom, page 19


Explain what this text was about by paraphrasing the information heard. Be sure to include specific details from your notes in your response.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	Animal Defenses Research Notebook:
Close Read Questions: "A Life in Hiding"
	RI.4.1, RI.4.2, RI.4.4, RI.4.8, W.4.7, W.4.8, L.4.4a, L.4.4c

Source: "A Life in Hiding" from Animal Behavior: Animal Defenses (pages 11–12)
	Questions
	11. What is the title of this section? (RI.4.1) 

_________________________________________________________________

12. According to the text, what is extreme about the way some species live? (RI.4.1) 

_________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________

13. Which sentence in Paragraph 3 best supports the idea that this animal spends most of its time in hiding?. (RI.4.2)
__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

14. On the chart below, record three ways that spending most of the day in hiding helps the clam survive. You may use words and/or pictures to show your thinking. (RI.4.1, RI.4.2)
	#2
	#3

	
	
	
	
	#1
	

	
	
	Directions
	With a partner, reread Paragraph 1 of “A Life in Hiding” on page 11, from  “A variety of species …” to  “… keep them under cover.”


	15. In your own words, write the main idea of this paragraph. (RI.4.2) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

List three details the author uses to support the main idea (RI.4.2, RI.4.8):
a. ____________________________________________________________________________________________

b. ____________________________________________________________________________________________

c. ____________________________________________________________________________________________
	16. Which sentences best support the idea that the animal’s body allows it to spend most of its time in hiding? (RI.4.2)
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

17. Below, record one way that spending most of the day in hiding helps the earthworm survive. You may use words and/or pictures to show your thinking. (RI.4.1, RI.4.2)
	18. Which sentence best supports the idea that the animal spends most of its time in hiding? (RI.4.2)
_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

19. Below, record one way that spending most of the day in hiding helps the mole survive. You may use words and/or pictures to show your thinking. (RI.4.1, RI.4.2)


	
	Reread Paragraph 5 of "A Life in Hiding," from "Other animals find safety …" to "… clamp it in place."
	With a partner, reread Paragraph 6 of "A Life in Hiding," from "A mole digging …" to "… might pounce on it."


Animal Defenses Research Notebook:
Close Read Questions: “A Life in Hiding”

RI.4.1, RI.4.2, RI.4.4, RI.4.8, W.4.7, W.4.8, L.4.4a, L.4.4c

20. Reread “A Life in Hiding” and determine the main idea(s) and supporting details for this section of the text. (RI.4.2)

	“Lying Low,” pages 11-12

	Main Idea:

What clues did you use to determine the main idea?
	Supporting Details:

What explicit information from the text supports your thinking about the main idea?


Animal Defenses Research Notebook:
Close Read Questions: “A Life in Hiding”

RI.4.1, RI.4.2, RI.4.4, RI.4.8, W.4.7, W.4.8, L.4.4a, L.4.4c 11


11. Below, rewrite the main idea(s) of each section (RI.4.2):


“Lying Low”

	

	

	

	


“A Life in Hiding”

	

	

	

	


When you have finished, discuss the following with your group:

· How is the main idea of the section “A Life in Hiding” similar to the main ideas of the section “Lying Low”? (RI.4.2)
· In what ways are the main ideas of these sections different? (RI.4.2)
· What have you learned about animal defenses from reading these two sections? (RI.4.1)
Animal Defenses Research Notebook:
Determining the Main Idea Note Catcher

RI.4.2, W.4.7

Reread the text and determine the main idea for your section of the text.

Group 1:

	“Fleeing,” pages 22-26

	Main Idea #1:

What clues did you use to determine the main idea?
	Supporting Details:

What explicit information from the text supports your thinking about the main idea?

	Main Idea #2:

What clues did you use to determine the main idea?
	Supporting Details:

What explicit information from the text supports your thinking about the main idea?


Animal Defenses Research Notebook:
Determining the Main Idea Note Catcher

RI.4.2, W.4.7

Group 2:

	“Scales, Scutes, and Skin,” pages 49-52

	Main Idea #1:

What clues did you use to determine the main idea?
	Supporting Details:

What explicit information from the text supports your thinking about the main idea?


Group 3:

	“Poisonous Prey,” pages 56-58

	Main Idea #1:

What clues did you use to determine the main idea?
	Supporting Details:

What explicit information from the text supports your thinking about the main idea?


Animal Defenses Research Notebook:
Movement Words Note Catcher

RI.4.4, W.4.2d, L.4.3a, L.4.4a

	Words Describing How Animals Move
	Source
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Building Background Knowledge: What are Animal Defense Mechanisms (ADM)?
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