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Freak Frogs Research Notebook
Frog Adaptations Research Note Catcher

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
RI.3.3, W.3.2, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.7, W.3.8

Research Question: How does where a frog lives affect how it looks and/or acts?
Focus Statement:  Living partly in water and partly on land helps frogs survive.
Sources: Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures, pages 6–7, 32-33, 20-21, 36-37
	Frog Adaptations


	Facts and Details
	Elaboration

	What is the frog? Where does it live?
	What is the adaptation?
	How does this help the frog survive?

	Tree frogs live in trees in the rain forest.
	long, sticky fingers
	helps it climb trees to get away from and hide from predators

	Glass frogs live in the rain forest canopy
	see-through body
	blends in with its surroundings and hides more easily from predators

	Amazon horned frogs live among leaves on the forest floor.
	large horns above eyes
	horns look like leaves; this helps it to blend in with its surroundings

	Water-holding frogs live in deserts in Australia
	absorbs water into its body
	hibernates during the dry season; uses water it absorbs during the rainy season to survive during hibernation


“How Does Where a Frog Lives Affect  
How It Looks and/or Acts?” Draft
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
W.3.2
Adaptations are special things about how an animal looks or acts that help it to survive. Animals adapt to their habitat, or where they live. Frogs look or act differently depending on where they live to help them survive. For example, tree frogs live in trees in the rain forest. Because they live in trees, they have long, sticky fingers that help them climb. This helps them get away from predators. Glass frogs live in the rain forest canopy. Their bodies are see-through and need to stay moist. Clouds cover the trees in the canopy, and the clouds keep glass frogs’ bodies from drying out. Amazon horned frogs live on the forest floor. They have adapted to their habitat because they have large horns above their eyes. The horns look like leaves, which helps the frogs blend in with their surroundings. Finally, water-holding frogs live in deserts in Australia. During the rainy season, they absorb water into their bodies. Then, they dig deep underground to hibernate and use the water they absorbed to survive during the dry season. These frogs have many unique adaptations that help them survive in their habitats.

Sources: DK Publishing, Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures, pages 6–7, 20–21, 32–33, and 36–3[image: image1.emf]
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Writing an Informative Paragraph: First Draft
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