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Polliwogs Research Note Catcher

(For Teacher Reference)
RI.3.3, W.3.2, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.7, W.3.8

Research Question: Why do polliwogs wiggle?

Focus Statement: Polliwogs move by wiggling because they have no legs.

Sources: Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures, pages 6–7

	Definitions
	Facts
	Details

	· Amphibians are animals that live partly in water and partly on land.

· Tadpoles, or polliwogs, are baby amphibians.

· Metamorphosis is the process an amphibian goes through when it changes from a tadpole into an adult.
	· Most amphibians breed in water.

· Most amphibians lay soft, jellylike eggs in water.

· Baby amphibians live entirely in water
	· Tadpoles swim like fish.

· Tadpoles breathe through gills.

· Tadpoles develop legs and crawl onto land as they grow.


Regular Verbs Handout

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

L.3.1d, L.3.1e
	Verbs ending in e


	Past tense
(Already happened)
	Present tense
(Happening now)
	Future tense
(Will happen in the future)

	I lived
	I live
	I will live

	I joked
	I joke
	I will joke

	I tasted
	I taste
	I will taste

	I raced
	I race
	I will race

	I cared
	I care
	I will care

	Add ‐d to the base form

of the verb.
	What do you notice
	Add will before the base form of the verb.


	Verbs ending in a consonant and y


	Past tense
	Present tense
	Future tense

	I fried
	I fry
	I will fry

	I copied
	I copy
	I will copy

	I tidied
	I tidy
	I will tidy

	I worried
	I worry
	I will worry

	I cried
	I cry
	I will cry

	Drop the ‐y from the base

form of the verb and add

‐ied
	What do you notice
	Add will before the base form of the verb.


	Verbs ending in a vowel and y


	Past tense
	Present tense
	Future tense

	I stayed
	I stay
	I will stay

	I enjoyed
	I enjoy
	I will enjoy

	I obeyed
	I obey
	I will obey

	I played
	I play
	I will play

	I annoyed
	I annoy
	I will annoy

	Add -ed to the base form of the verb.
	What do you notice
	Add will before the base form of the verb.


	Verbs with a short vowel sound before the last consonant


	Past tense
	Present tense
	Future tense

	I tripped
	I trip
	I will trip

	I hopped
	I hop
	I will hop

	I hugged
	I hug
	I will hug

	I trapped
	I trap
	I will trap

	I sipped
	I sip
	I will sip

	Double the consonant and

add ‐ed to the base form of the verb.
	What do you notice
	Add will before the base form of the verb.


Regular Verbs Handout

L.3.1d, L.3.1e


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
	Verbs ending in e


	Past tense
(Already happened)
	Present tense
(Happening now)
	Future tense
(Will happen in the future)

	I lived
	I live
	I will live

	I joked
	I joke
	I will joke

	I tasted
	I taste
	I will taste

	
	I race
	

	
	I care
	

	
	What do you notice
	


	Verbs ending in a consonant and y


	Past tense
	Present tense
	Future tense

	I fried
	I fry
	I will fry

	I copied
	I copy
	I will copy

	I tidied
	I tidy
	I will tidy

	
	I worry
	

	
	I cry
	

	
	What do you notice
	


	Verbs ending in a vowel and y


	Past tense
	Present tense
	Future tense

	I stayed
	I stay
	I will stay

	I enjoyed
	I enjoy
	I will enjoy

	I obeyed
	I obey
	I will obey

	
	I play
	

	
	I annoy
	

	
	What do you notice
	


	Verbs with a short vowel sound before the last consonant


	Past tense
	Present tense
	Future tense

	I tripped
	I trip
	I will trip

	I hopped
	I hop
	I will hop

	I hugged
	I hug
	I will hug

	
	I trap
	

	
	I sip
	

	
	What do you notice
	


 “Why Do Polliwogs Wiggle?” Class Draft

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

Polliwog is another word for tadpole, which is a baby frog. Polliwogs move by wiggling because they have no legs. Tadpoles have a mouth, tail, and gills and live in the water. Wiggling helps tadpoles to get around easily in the water. They wiggle their tails like a fish to move. Over many weeks, they grow legs and change into frogs, but until they do, wiggling is the best way to get around!
Informative Writing Checklist

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
	Standard
	Characteristics of an Effective Informative Piece
	Characteristics of

My Paragraph about Frogs
	Yes? No?

	RI.3.1
	The focus of my piece shows that I understand the topic or text. Evidence from the text helps the reader to clearly understand my focus.
	
	

	W.3.2a
	I state my focus clearly, and my writing stays focused.
	
	

	W.3.2a
	I have an introduction that gives the reader important information needed to understand the piece.
	
	

	W.3.2d
	I have a conclusion that restates the focus of the piece.
	
	

	W.3.2a
	My information is grouped to explain a main idea.
	
	

	W.3.2c
	I use linking words to connect ideas.
	
	


	Standard
	Characteristics of an Effective Informative Piece
	Characteristics of

My Paragraph about Frogs
	Yes? No?

	W.3.2b
	I use facts, definitions, and details from the text to explain my ideas.
	
	

	L.3.6
	The words I use show that I am knowledgeable about this topic.
	
	

	W.3.4
L.3.3
	My writing is appropriate for this purpose and audience.
	
	

	W.3.8
(partial)
	I list my sources.
	
	

	L.3.1
	Words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	
	

	L.3.2
	Spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
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Writing Informational Texts: Why do Polliwogs Wiggle?
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