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Frog Adaptations Writing Prompt

W.3.2, W.3.4, W.3.8, L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.3, L.3.6

How Does Where a Frog Lives Affect How it Looks and/or Acts?

Write an informational paragraph for students in grades 3 and 4 that explains how frogs have adapted to help them survive in various environments. Read and research excerpts from Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures to find information to answer the question. Choose the most important information from your sources to include in your paragraph. Then, write an informational paragraph that is several sentences long. In your piece, introduce the topic and group related information together. Use facts, definitions, and details to develop the topic.

REMEMBER: A well-written informational piece:

· Examines a topic and conveys ideas and information clearly
· Introduces a topic and groups related information together
· Uses facts, definitions, and details to develop the topic
· Clearly presents information that is easy to understand and engages the reader

· Follows rules of writing (spelling, punctuation)
· Incorporates research from at least two sources: You have read many excerpts of Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures that you can use.
· Lists sources

Manage your time carefully so that you can:

1. Read and research excerpts from Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures to find information to answer the question

2. Plan your informational paragraph

3. Write your informational paragraph

4. Use the Informational Writing Checklist to revise and edit your writing to be sure it meets all the criteria

Freaky Frogs Research Notebook 

Frog Adaptations Research Note-catcher

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

RI.3.3, W.3.2, W.3.4, W.4.5, W.3.7, W.3.8

Research Question: How does where a frog lives affect how it looks and/or acts?

Focus Statement:
Sources: Everything You Need to Know …pages 6–7, 32–33
	Frog Adaptations

	Facts and Details
	Elaboration

	What is the frog? Where does it live?
	What is the adaptation?
	How does this help the frog survive?

	Tree frogs live in trees in the rain forest.
	long, sticky 
fingers
	helps it climb trees to get away from and hide from predators

	Glass frogs live in the rain forest canopy
	see-through body
	blends in with its surroundings and hides more easily from predators


Exit Ticket: Making Connections

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

RI.3.8

Directions: Underline the correct answer:

5. What is the connection between the text on page 32 and the text in the paragraph on the top of page 33?

A. The text on page 32 describes how glass frogs are more see-through from underneath, and the text at the top of page 33 adds more detail.

B. The text on page 32 describes how you can see the frogs’ hearts beating in their chests, and the text at the top of page 33 describes where this frog can be found.

C. The text on page 32 describes how the glass frog is see-through, and the text at the top of page 33 elaborates on this and explains that they are more see-through from underneath.
6. What is the connection between the two sections of text on the bottom half of page 33 (the text in the big bubble and the two bottom paragraphs on the left)?

A. They describe a problem and a solution. The text in the bubble describes the problem that the frogs can’t lay their eggs up high in the trees, the next describes the solution that the frog comes down from the canopy to lay eggs, and the final paragraph describes why this is better.

B. They are in a sequence. The text in the bubble describes how the frogs come down from the canopy to lay eggs, the next describes where they lay their eggs, and the final paragraph describes what happens when the eggs hatch.
C. They are a comparison. The text in the bubble describes how the frog lays the eggs high up in the tree, the next compares this with laying eggs down low, and the final paragraph compares this with laying eggs in the water.
Exit Ticket: Making Connections

RI.3.8
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ________________
Directions: Underline the correct answer:

1. What is the connection between the text on page 32 and the text in the paragraph on the top of page 33? 
A. The text on page 32 describes how glass frogs are more see-through from underneath, and the text at the top of page 33 adds more detail.

B. The text on page 32 describes how you can see the frogs’ hearts beating in their chests, and the text at the top of page 33 describes where this frog can be found. 

C. The text on page 32 describes how the glass frog is see-through, and the text at the top of page 33 elaborates on this and explains that they are more see-through from underneath.

2. What is the connection between the two sections of text on the bottom half of page 33 (the text in the big bubble and the two bottom paragraphs on the left)?

A. They describe a problem and a solution. The text in the bubble describes the problem that the frogs can’t lay their eggs up high in the trees, the next describes the solution that the frog comes down from the canopy to lay eggs, and the final paragraph describes why this is better.

B. They are in a sequence. The text in the bubble describes how the frogs come down from the canopy to lay eggs, the next describes where they lay their eggs, and the final paragraph describes what happens when the eggs hatch.

C. They are a comparison. The text in the bubble describes how the frog lays the eggs high up in the tree, the next compares this with laying eggs down low, and the final paragraph compares this with laying eggs in the water.[image: image1.emf]
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MODULE LESSONS


Grade 3: Module 2: Unit 2: Lesson 8


Reading Informational Texts: Researching Frog Adaptations, Part I
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