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Mystery Quote Strips
(For Teacher Reference)
Directions: Cut quotes into strips and distribute one strip per student. Some students may have duplication quotes.

	Long, long ago in a sparkling blue mountain lake, there lived a young frog named Kikker. Kikker had smooth, lime green skin. His big, black eyes were rimmed in gold and bulged pleasantly. When Kikker was happy, his eyes closed into two straight solid-gold lines, one on each side of his head.

	Now every year, the frogs in Kikker’s lake held a big fly-catching contest. Whoever caught the most flies won.

	Kikker hopped into the air as high as he could. He opened his notso-big mouth and then snapped it shut. But instead of tasting a delicious fly, Kikker heard loud croaks of laughter.

	All day long, Kikker tried unsuccessfully to jump up and catch flies. “What can I do?” he thought. “My little legs will never be able to hop as high as those bigger frogs.”

	Long-legged frogs hopped everywhere, leaping and turning high in the air, opening their huge mouths and snapping them shut. It seemed like each frog jumped higher than the last.

	We polliwoggle

We polliwiggle
	We polliwiggle

We shake in lakes,

Make wakes And wriggle

	I am a frozen frogsicle

I froze beneath a logsicle
	My mind is in a fogsicle

Inside this icy bogsicle

	Banana yellow.

Ultramarine.

Almost any color seen.
	And though their poison can tip a dart, These frogs are Masters of Fine Art.

	Ranna shared his cave with three pet frogs. They were named Drab, Ash, and Grey, and their skin was a dull gray-green. Drab was tiny. Ash was tinier, and little Grey was the tiniest of all.

	Ranna was amazed! Drab, Ash, and Grey were safe, but they were not dull and green anymore! Drab was ruby red with flecks of gold. Ash was a bright sapphire blue with streaks of black. Grey looked like a shimmering rainbow! The walls of the cave had melted and coated the frogs in brilliant colors.


Guiding Questions Anchor Chart

Guiding Questions

· What do experts do?

· How do I build expertise on a topic?

· How do frogs survive?

Working to Contribute to a Better World
Anchor Chart
Directions: Write the following on chart paper to create this anchor chart, leaving space to add to it throughout the unit.

Put learning to use to improve communities
	Habit of character
	What does it look like?
	What does it sound like?

	I apply my learning to help our school, the community, and the environment.
	
	


Working to Contribute to a Better World
Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

Put learning to use to improve communities
	Habit of character
	What does it look like?
	What does it sound like?

	I apply my learning to help our school, the community, and the environment.
	· Creating products like posters, leaflets, or videos for the school or community.

· Putting together presentations for the school or the community.

· Organizing an event to benefit the school, the community or the environment.
	· “Did you know that…?”


“Why the Frog Has a Long Tongue”
Long, long ago in a sparkling blue mountain lake, there lived a young frog named Kikker. Kikker had smooth, lime green skin. His big, black eyes were rimmed in gold and bulged pleasantly. When Kikker was happy, his eyes closed into two straight solid-gold lines, one on each side of his head. Kikker was very smart and very kind and very, very tiny. In fact, he was no bigger than your thumbnail!

Now every year, the frogs in Kikker’s lake held a big fly-catching contest. Whoever caught the most flies won. Kikker loved to watch the long-legged frogs in his lake practicing for the contest. They leapt high in the air, opened their big, wide mouths and then quickly snapped them shut, trapping a delicious fly inside! Kikker was excited because this year, he was finally old enough to enter. Oh, how he wanted to win that contest!

“I need to practice,” thought Kikker. Just then, a small fly buzzed by. Kikker hopped into the air as high as he could. He opened his not-sobig mouth and then snapped it shut. But instead of tasting a delicious fly, Kikker heard loud croaks of laughter.

“Why don’t you get some stilts, Tiny?”

“Do you need a ladder?”

“Look at those puny legs!”

Kikker dove deep under the water, embarrassed. All day long, he tried unsuccessfully to jump up and catch flies. “What can I do?” Kikker thought. “My little legs will never be able to hop as high as those bigger frogs.” All day long, Kikker tried to jump up and catch flies, but he didn’t catch a single one. He felt terribly sad. His legs were sore, and his mouth was parched from snapping open and shut. He reached his long tongue into the lake for a cool drink.

Just then Kikker had an idea—a very clever idea! He slowly swam over to a quiet part of the lake, still thinking about his wonderful idea. He knew now what he had to practice. And practice he did, day after day, working his muscles until he was strong and skilled.

Finally the day of the contest arrived. Long-legged frogs hopped everywhere, leaping and turning high in the air, opening their huge mouths and snapping them shut. It seemed like each frog jumped higher than the last. The geese kept count of how many flies each frog caught. Who would catch the most?

Over in a quiet corner of the lake sat Kikker, barely moving, every muscle still.

“Decided not to even try, Kikker? Don’t blame you—you don’t stand a chance!” croaked Old Bullfrog with a wide smirk on his face.

Just then, Kikker’s long, strong tongue shot out of his mouth, wrapped around a startled fly, and pulled it inside. Kikker did this again and again, catching more flies than all the other frogs combined, all the while barely moving a muscle! Of course, Kikker won the contest, setting the record for the most flies caught—ever!

“Hey, Kikker,” called a long-legged frog from across the lake, “that looks much easier than what we’re doing. Could you teach the rest of us how to do that?”

So Kikker, who never held a grudge, showed the other frogs how to do the curling and rolling exercises he had used to make his tongue long, strong, and flexible. Soon all the frogs in the lake were relaxing, catching flies almost effortlessly, with just a flick of the tongue. In the far corner of the lake, Kikker sat proudly, his eyes shut in two solid-gold lines on each side of his head, a big grin on his face.
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Finding the Gist and Unfamiliar Vocabulary:
“Why the Frog Has a Long Tongue”
RL.3.4, L.3.4

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
	Text
	Gist
What is it mostly about?
	Unfamiliar Vocabulary
	Meaning
(use a dictionary if you need to)

	· Beginning at “Long, long ago …”

· Ending at “… than your thumbnail!
	
	
	

	· Beginning at “Now every year …”

· Ending at “… win that contest!”
	
	
	

	· Beginning at “I need to practice …”

· Ending at “… a cool drink.”
	
	
	

	· Beginning at “Just then Kikker …”

· Ending at “… catch the most?”
	
	
	


	Text
	Gist
What is it mostly about?
	Unfamiliar Vocabulary
	Meaning
(use a dictionary if you need to)

	· Beginning at “Over in a quiet corner ...”

· Ending at “… flies caught—ever!”
	
	
	

	· Beginning at “Hey, Kikker …”

· Ending at “… on his face.”
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Discovering Our Topic: Frogs
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