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Close Read: “The Polliwogs” Note Catcher

RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.4, RF.3.4, L.3.1a, L.3.4a


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Source: “The Polliwogs” from Lizards, Frogs, and Polliwogs
	How do polliwogs move? What words in the poem make you think so?

	What are polliwogs?


Close Reading Guide: “The Polliwogs”
(For Teacher Reference)

RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.4, RF.3.4, L.3.1a, L.3.4a
Time: 15 minutes
	Directions and Questions
	Teaching Notes

	1. What noun is the word we replacing throughout the poem? Who is the poem about? How do you know? (L.3.1a)
2. How do polliwogs move? What words in the poem make you think so? (RL.3.1, RL.3.4, L.3.4a)
3. What are polliwogs? (RL.3.1, RL.3.4, L.3.4a)
	· Pair up students. Throughout this close read, students will work in pairs to discuss answers to the questions you ask. Use different strategies to have them respond, such as cold calls, selecting volunteers, or having them respond chorally as a group.

· Remind students that they chorally read this poem during the lesson’s Opening. Explain that now they will reread the poem closely to understand its meaning.

· Invite students to reread “The Polliwogs” with their partner.

· Ask:

“What is a pronoun?” (a word that is used to replace a noun; examples are he, she, it, they, them)

“What pronoun is used throughout this poem?” (we)

· Ask Question 1. (The word we is replacing “polliwogs”; the poem is about polliwogs; we can tell by looking at the title.)

· Ask Question 2. Invite students to reread the poem and identify words that describe how polliwogs move. (Polliwogs “shake,” “make wakes,” “wriggle,” “quiver,” “shiver,” “jiggle.”)

· Point out that although all of these words describe how the polliwogs move, they all have slightly different meanings. For example, shake means to move back and forth with quick, short movements; quiver means to shake or tremble slightly. Clarify the meanings as needed.

· Invite students to turn to their partner, select a word that describes how polliwogs move, and act the word out.

Invite students to reread the last three lines of the poem: “We’re yearning/To turn ourselves/Into a frog.”

· Ask:
“Yearning is another word for wanting. What do the polliwogs want to do?” (to turn themselves into frogs) “What is another way to say the phrase turn ourselves into?” (to change)


	Directions and Questions
	Teaching Notes

	
	“Say these lines in your own words.” (Polliwogs want to change into frogs.)

“Are polliwogs frogs? Why might they want to change into frogs?” (no, because the poem says they want to turn into frogs)

· Ask Question 3. (baby frogs)

· Explain that the word pollywog comes from the Middle English pollywiggle, in which poll means head—so, “headwiggle.” Display an image of a pollywog and explain that another word for pollywog is tadpole.


Narrative Texts Handout
RL.3.2, RL.3.3, W.3.3

Narrative Texts 

· Narrative texts tell a story and entertain the reader.

· Narrative texts have a clear sequence of events that makes sense and is easy to understand. These texts have:

· A beginning that establishes the situation and introduces the characters and/or narrator

· A middle that describes the central problem and explains how the character(s) respond to the problem

· An ending that has a solution/resolution to “wrap up” the problem and explains the message or purpose of the narrative

· Narrative texts can be about real events or imagined experiences.

· Narrative texts may use dialogue to show how characters react to events:

· Example: “Help! Please help me,” he screamed.

· The words spoken should have quotation marks around them.

· A comma at the end inside the quotation marks before the rest of the sentence.

· Example: Ranna thought, “How strange; it seems to be getting cooler.”

· Thinking is internal dialogue.

· A comma before dialogue if the sentence begins before the dialogue; a period at the end of the dialogue if that is the end of the sentence

· Narrative texts may include descriptions of what the characters are doing, thinking, and feeling.

· Narrative texts use time words and phrases to show when the events happen.
	Beginning
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Establish the situation.
What is happening? Where? When?
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Introduce the characters.
Who are the main characters? What are they like?

	Middle
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Describe the problem.
What is the problem?
What events are happening?
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Explain how the character(s)
respond to the problem.
How does he/she feel? What does he/she think, say, do?

	End
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Provide a solution/resolution.
How is the problem solved/resolved?
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The Point. What is the message/purpose of the narrative?
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Building Expertise: Characteristics of Narrative Texts
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