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Close Read: “The Wood Frog”
Note Catcher

RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.4, RL.3.5, RF.3.3c, RF.3.4, L.3.1a, L.3.4a, L.3.4b


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Source: “The Wood Frog” from Lizards, Frogs, and Polliwogs
	Words the author uses to show it is cold:


antifreeze

Close Reading Guide: “The Wood Frog”
(For Teacher Reference)

RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.4, RL.3.5, RF.3.3c, RF.3.4, L.3.1a, L.3.4a, L.3.4b
Time: 15 minutes
	Directions and Questions
	Teaching Notes

	1. What noun is the word I replacing throughout the poem? Who is narrating the poem? How do you know? (L.3.1a)
2. What do you notice about the last word in each line of the first stanza? Why do you think the author made this choice? (RL.3.4, RL.3.5, L.3.4a)
3. How did the author show that it is cold in the second stanza? (RL.3.4, RL.3.5, L.3.4a)
	· Pair up students. Throughout this close read, students will work in pairs to discuss answers to the questions you ask. Use different strategies to have them respond, such as cold calling, selecting volunteers, or responding chorally as a group.

· Remind students that they chorally read this poem earlier in the lesson. Explain that now they will reread the poem closely to understand its meaning.

· Invite students to reread “The Wood Frog” with their partner.

· Ask: 
· “What pronoun is used throughout this poem?” (I) 
· • Ask Question 1. (The word we is replacing “the wood frog”; a wood frog is narrating the poem; we can tell by looking at the title.)

· Ask Question 2.

“Reread the first four lines. These lines are grouped into a stanza. What do you notice about the last word in each line of this stanza?” (They rhyme; they end in -sicle)

“Are these real words?” (No, they are made-up or nonsense words.)

“What real word do you know that sounds a bit like frogsicle, logsicle, fogsicle, and bogsicle?” (icicle)

“An icicle is a long, thin piece of ice. Why do you think the author chose to add “-sicle to so many words in the poem?” (to show how frozen the frog is and how cold it is where he is sitting) 

What other words did the author use to show how cold the frog is in this stanza?” (frozen, froze, icy) Invite students to record words that show it’s cold, including the nonsense words, on their note-catchers.
“Let’s reread the first stanza aloud together again, but this time, let’s leave the suffix -sicle off each word. Think about the lines we recited, then turn to your partner and describe the frog and where it is.” (The frog is frozen under a log that is in an icy bog or swamp.)

“Reread the second stanza. What do you notice about the last word in each line of this stanza?” (They rhyme.)


	Directions and Questions
	Teaching Notes

	4. Why is the wood frog at ease? (RL.3.1, RL.3.4, L.3.4a)
	· Ask Question 3. (The temperature is 10 degrees; froze my nose, toes, knees.) Invite students to record these words on their note-catchers.

· Ask students to reread the last two lines of the poem:

“But I don’t care, I feel at ease/For I am full of antifreeze.”

	
	· Ask: 
“How does the wood frog feel?” (He feels at ease.) What does the expression at ease mean?” (comfortable; not worried)

“Find the word antifreeze on your note-catcher. We have probably seen parts of this word before, so which strategy could we use to determine the meaning of this word?” (student responses may vary, but could include using known affixes or root words)

“Draw a line showing where you can split this word into an affix and root.” (anti/freeze)

· Record on a table drawn on the board as follows:

	5. 
	Prefix
	Root

	
	anti-
(against, not)
	freeze
(to make into ice; to become solid from cold temperatures)

	
	· Ask:

“The prefix anti- means ‘against’ or ‘not.’ What do you think the word antifreeze means?” (not frozen)

“Reread the last line of the poem. What is the frog full of?” (antifreeze)

“Think about these details. Now what do you think antifreeze means?” (something that keeps things from freezing)

· Ask Question 4. (He doesn’t care about the cold because he is full of antifreeze; even though it’s cold, he doesn’t feel cold.)


Narrative Template:
“Why Do Polliwogs Wiggle?”
W.3.3, W.3.4, W.3.5
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	Situation
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	Character(s)

	

	

	

	

	


	[image: image3.png]



	Problem
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	Response
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	Solution/Resolution
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	The Point

	

	

	

	

	


Exit Ticket: Plot Structures

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
W.3.3a

Directions: Answer the questions below.

1. A student has written the beginning of a pourquoi tale about frogs that answers the question “Why are poison dart frogs so colorful?” Read this paragraph from the narrative and answer the question that follows.

Ranna lived by himself in a secret, magical cave. On the outside, the cave was dull, rocky, and gray. But inside, the walls of the cave were covered with glittering jewels—rubies, diamonds, and sapphires. Ranna shared his cave with three pet frogs. They were named Drab, Ash, and Grey, and their skin was a dull grey-green. Drab was tiny. Ash was tinier, and little Grey was the tiniest of all.

2. The student needs to fix the beginning by establishing the situation. Which sentences would best fit in this paragraph?

Long, long ago, deep in Africa, there was a little boy named Ranna.

“These jewels are so beautiful!” Ranna exclaimed.

One day Ranna was playing a hunting game with his frog friends.
Exit Ticket: Plot Structures

W.3.3a

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Directions: Answer the questions below.

3. A student has written the beginning of a pourquoi tale about frogs that answers the question “Why are poison dart frogs so colorful?” Read this paragraph from the narrative and answer the question that follows

Ranna lived by himself in a secret, magical cave. On the outside, the cave was dull, rocky, and gray. But inside, the walls of the cave were covered with glittering jewels—rubies, diamonds, and sapphires. Ranna shared his cave with three pet frogs. They were named Drab, Ash, and Grey, and their skin was a dull grey-green. Drab was tiny. Ash was tinier, and little Grey was the tiniest of all.

4. The student needs to fix the beginning by establishing the situation. Which sentences would best fit in this paragraph?

Long, long ago, deep in Africa, there was a little boy named Ranna.

“These jewels are so beautiful!” Ranna exclaimed.

One day Ranna was playing a hunting game with his frog friends.
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Writing Narrative Texts: Drafting the Beginning of a Pourquoi Tale
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