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Mystery Journal Entry #2

My arms are getting tired from digging in this sand, and I am sunburned. But it is worth it because today we found something! It happened early this morning. I was trying to dig carefully. I didn’t want to hit any fossils with my shovel and break them. I knew that erosion may have brought any bones very close to the surface. I had to be careful.

My shovel tip hit something hard. It felt like a stone. “Wow! This might be it!” I thought. I quickly put my shovel down and took out a large brush. Everyone gathered around me, and we began to brush away dirt and sand to uncover the mystery rock. I thought, “What is it? Is it the fossil we were hoping to find?” 

It was a fossil, the fossil of a leg bone, to be specific. We spent all day carefully brushing the dirt away until we could see the whole thing. We knew we’d found something spectacular because this bone was GIGANTIC. I had never seen a bone this large before. 

Once it was uncovered, I measured with my tape measure. It was seven feet long! I wonder what animal this bone belonged to. It must have been huge! I wonder what I can learn by studying this fossil closely . . .
Photo Clue #1
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Unit 2 Guiding Questions Anchor Chart

· What can we learn by studying fossils?

· How do readers learn more about a topic from informational texts?
Saber-toothed tiger Fossil Bones

Note to Teachers: Make a copy of the bones for each group. Pre-cut each set of bones and place into an envelope for groups to assemble in Work Time B. 
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Saber-toothed tiger Fossil Skeleton

(For Teacher Reference)
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Back-to-Back and Face-to-Face Protocol 
Anchor Chart
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	Find a partner and stand back-to-back, being respectful of space.
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	Listen to the question or topic from the teacher. 
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	Think about what you will share.
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	Listen for “Face-to-face.” Face your partner and discuss the question or topic. Show your partner you are listening!
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	When you hear a signal, find a new partner, stand back-to-back, and wait for a new question.


Working to Become Effective 
Learners Anchor Chart

Habits that help us learn 

	Habit of character
	What does it mean?
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	perseverance
	I challenge myself. When something is hard, I keep trying and ask for help if I need it.
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	collaboration
	I can work well with others to get something done.
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	Initiative
	I notice what needs to be done, and I do it.
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	responsibility
	I take ownership of my work, my actions, and my space.


Image Credits

Copyright © 2014 Paleontological Museum Egidio Feruglio. <http://mef.org.ar/en/> Used by permission.

Fossil illustrations created by Stacey Posnett for EL Education.
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MODULE LESSONS 


Grade 2: Module 2: Unit 2: Lesson 1


Speaking and Listening: Working with Fossils
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