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Levi Moxness (GIP) cleaning and identifying fossils in the field at Badlands National Park, South Dakota.

Tools Paleontologists Use Anchor Chart

Answers, for Teacher Reference)

RI.2.1, RI.2.4, W.2.7

Note to Teachers: The responses on this chart may vary. The bottom half of this chart is completed in today’s lesson; the first half was completed in Lesson 10.

	Tool Picture
	Tools Used 
to Discover
	How Tool Is Used

	
	paper and pencil
	draw fossil so they know its location in the rock

	
	drill
	separate fossil from larger rocks

	
	pickax and chisel
	separate fossil from larger rocks

	
	toothbrush
	remove rock and dust bits

	Tool Picture
	Tools Used 
to Study
	How Tool Is Used

	
	plaster-soaked strips
	move fossil safely to 
the lab

	
	pliers and saws
	remove plaster

	
	tiny jackhammer
	clean grit away

	
	microscope
	view tiny fossils

	
	glue
	stick together broken pieces


Tools Paleontologists Use for Study 
Picture Cards 

RI.2.1, RI.2.4, W.2.7

Note to Teachers: Copy and cut apart each image. When adding information 
to the Tools Paleontologists Use anchor chart, add relevant picture cards in the “Tool Picture” column.

	plaster-soaked strips
	pliers
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	saw
	jackhammer
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Tools Paleontologists Use for Study 
Picture Cards, cont. 

RI.2.1, RI.2.4, W.2.7
	glue
	microscope
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NPS Natural Resources. “Identifying fossils.” Photograph. Flickr. 07 July 2011.
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MODULE LESSONS 


Grade 2: Module 2: Unit 1: Lesson 11


Speaking, Reading, and Writing: Tools Paleontologists Use to Study Fossils
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