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Model Literary Essay: Draft

W.5.2c, W.5.2d, L.5.1, L.5.2

Prompt: Compare and contrast Esperanza’s and Miguel’s response to the fire at El Rancho de las Rosas.
In the chapter “Los Higos” of Esperanza Rising, by Pam Muñoz Ryan, the Ortega family wakes in the middle of the night. Their house is on fire. El Rancho de las Rosas is home to both 13-year-old Esperanza Ortega, whose wealthy family owns the ranch, and Miguel Gonzales, the 16-year-old son of one of the workers. In the dark of night, each responds differently to this crisis. Esperanza seems unable to do anything. Miguel jumps straight into the action. 
Mama leads Esperanza outside the burning building. Esperanza seems to be confused and does not do anything to help. On page 41 it says, “Esperanza felt dizzy. Nothing seemed real. Was she still dreaming? Was this her own imagination gone wild?” She stands in the courtyard “as if in a trance” watching the house burn. Esperanza feels numb. On page 41 it says, “Someone wrapped a blanket around her. Was she cold? She did not know.” 
Miguel takes action immediately. On page 41 when Miguel sees Esperanza, but not her mother or grandmother, he immediately asks, “Where is your mother and Abuelita?” He realizes that Abuelita must still be in the burning house and runs inside, even though it is dangerous and puts him in danger. He returns with Abuelita safe in his arms, but his shirt catches fire on the way out. On pages 41–42 it says, “Miguel ran out of the burning house carrying Abuelita in his arms. He laid her down and Hortensia screamed. The back of his shirt was on fire.” 
The fire will profoundly change both their lives, so Esperanza and Miguel react very differently. Esperanza is a rich child who is used to everyone looking after her. She is used to having things done for her. She probably does not know what to do to help. She does nothing. Miguel is older. He is used to looking after Esperanza, like an older brother. He is used to taking responsibility for getting things done. His life seems to have taught him that when things go wrong, you need to take action. If not for his brave response, Abuelita would have been killed. These very different reactions show that the life you lead can affect how you react in a situation.
Source: Ryan, Pam Muñoz. Esperanza Rising. New York: Scholastic. 2000. Print.
Model Literary Essay

(Example, for Teacher Reference) 

W.5.2c, W.5.2d, L.5.1, L.5.2

Prompt: Compare and contrast Esperanza’s and Miguel’s response to the fire at El Rancho de las Rosas.
In the chapter “Los Higos” of Esperanza Rising, by Pam Muñoz Ryan, the Ortega family wakes in the middle of the night because their house is on fire. El Rancho de las Rosas is home to both 13-year-old Esperanza Ortega, whose wealthy family owns the ranch and Miguel Gonzales, the 16-year-old son of one of the workers. In the dark of night, each responds differently to this crisis. Esperanza seems unable to do anything, while Miguel jumps straight into the action. 
Once Mama has led Esperanza outside the burning building, Esperanza seems to be confused and does not do anything to help. On page 41 it says, “Esperanza felt dizzy. Nothing seemed real. Was she still dreaming? Was this her own imagination gone wild?” and she stands in the courtyard “as if in a trance” watching the house burn. Esperanza also feels numb. On page 41 it says, “Someone wrapped a blanket around her. Was she cold? She did not know.” 
In contrast, Miguel reacts quite differently, as he takes action immediately. On page 41 when Miguel sees Esperanza, but not her mother or grandmother, he immediately asks, “Where is your mother and Abuelita?” When he realizes that Abuelita must still be in the burning house, he runs inside, even though it is dangerous and puts him in danger. He returns with Abuelita safe in his arms, but his shirt catches fire on the way out. On pages 41–42 it says, “Miguel ran out of the burning house carrying Abuelita in his arms. He laid her down and Hortensia screamed. The back of his shirt was on fire.” 
Although the fire will profoundly change both their lives, Esperanza and Miguel react very differently. Esperanza is a rich child who is used to everyone looking after her and having things done for her. She probably does not know what to do to help, and so she does nothing. In contrast, Miguel is older and is used to looking after Esperanza, like an older brother, and taking responsibility for getting things done. His life seems to have taught him that when things go wrong, you need to take action. If not for his brave response, Abuelita would have been killed. These very different reactions show that the life you lead can affect how you react in a situation.
Source: Ryan, Pam Muñoz. Esperanza Rising. New York: Scholastic. 2000. Print.
Linking Words and Phrases

(W.5.1c, W.5.2c, W.5.3c)

Hint: Where do you add new facts about your topic? You might need a linking word or phrase here!

Add to this chart if you find new linking words and phrases you would like to remember.

	Temporal words and phrases
(Time Order)
	Words and phrases that 
connect ideas

	· First
· Second
· Next
· Finally
· Then
· Lastly
· In the end
· After that
	· Also
· Another
· And
· But
· More 
· For example
· As you can see
· In addition
· Consequently
· Specifically 
· In contrast
· Especially
· However
· Although
· Nevertheless
· Similarly
· Moreover
· While


Working to Become Effective Learners 
Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
Teacher Directions: Write the following on chart paper, leaving space at the bottom to add to it throughout the unit.

Develop the mindsets and skills for success in college, career, and life

	Habit of 
character
	What does 
it mean?
	What does it look like?
	What does it 
sound like?

	I collaborate
	This means I can work well with others to accomplish a task or goal.
	· One person talking at a time and the others listening
	· “What do you think?”

· “I’m not sure I understand. Can you say that again?”

· “I’d like to build on that idea …”

· “That sounds like a great idea, and perhaps we could also …”

	I persevere
	This means I challenge myself. When something is difficult or demanding, I keep trying and ask for help if I need it.
	· Keep trying
· Asking someone for help
	· “I am finding this challenging. I have tried xyz, but I need help moving forward.”

	I take
responsibility
	This means I take ownership of my ideas, my work, my goals, and my actions.
	· Self-assessing

· Setting goals
	· “I think I did this well, and here is evidence of that …”

· “I think I could improve … by …”


· “I decided to make this change because …”

	I take 
initiative
	This means I see what needs to be done and take the lead on making responsible decisions.
	· When the group members aren’t talking to one another or working well together, one person steps forward to make a decision to help move the group forward

· Someone becomes a facilitator and allocates roles

· Doing things without being asked
	· “How about we try this?”

· “I have an idea. Perhaps we could …”


Informative Writing Checklist

(For Teacher Reference)

W.5.2, W.5.4, W.5.9, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3, L.5.6

	Standard
	Characteristics of Effective 
Informative Writing
	Characteristics of My 
Literary Essay
	Yes?
 No?

	W.5.9
	My focus shows that I clearly understand the topic or text and is well supported with evidence from reliable sources.
	· Focus: The differing reactions between two of the characters to an event/situation in Esperanza Rising
· Sources: Character Reaction note-catcher and the Esperanza Rising text
	

	W.5.2a
	I provide a general observation and focus and maintain the focus consistently throughout the piece.
	· Focus: The differing reactions between two of the characters to an event/situation in Esperanza Rising
	

	W.5.2a
	I introduce the topic, giving readers the context they need to understand the piece.
	·  Introduce the chapter, text title, and author

· Write a brief description of the event/situation 
	

	W.5.2a
	Information is grouped logically, in a way that makes my thinking clear to the reader.
	· Each proof paragraph describes, with evidence from Esperanza Rising, the reactions of one character to the event/situation
	

	W.5.2a
	I use formatting, illustrations, and multimedia to help the reader understand information and ideas.
	
	

	W.5.2b
	I use accurate and relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples to explain my thinking.
	· Details and quotations from Esperanza Rising about the reaction of each character to the event/situation, quoted accurately from the text.
	

	W.5.2.c
	I use linking words to show how ideas and information connect.
	
	

	W.5.2d

L.5.6
	I use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary.
	· Linking words to show contrast
	

	W.5.2e
	I have a conclusion that is clearly related to the focus and the information presented.
	· Restates the focus statement

· Reflects on why the characters reacted that way
	

	W.5.4 (partial)
	My writing is appropriate for this task, purpose, and audience.
	· Task: A literary essay about the differing reactions of two characters to an event/situation in Esperanza Rising
·  Audience: Students and teachers
	

	W.5.8

(partial)
	I list my sources.
	
	

	L.5.1

L.5.3a
	My words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	· Write in complete sentences following the Writing Complete Sentences anchor chart
	

	L.5.2
	My spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
	
	


Directions for Peer Critique

1. Swap essays with your partner.
2. Read the essay. If you need help reading it, ask your partner to read it aloud.
3. Focus on the two bullet points at the bottom of the End of Unit 2 Assessment: Revising a Literary Essay:
· Add linking words and phrases to connect the ideas in your piece, and underline the linking words you have already used. Use linking words and phrases that highlight to the reader the contrast between the two characters’ reactions.
· Correct any spelling, punctuation, or grammar mistakes.
4. Identify one star (one thing your partner did well).
5. Record your star on a sticky note. 
· For example, “This is a great linking word to connect two sentences.”
6. Identify places where your partner could add more linking words or phrases, specifically those that show contrast between the reactions of the two characters. 
7. Using an orange pen or pencil, mark these places with a *. 
8. Identify places where your partner could revise spelling, punctuation, or grammar mistakes by underlining with your orange pen or pencil.
9. Give back the essay.
10. Explain your feedback. Partner A first, then partner B. 
11. Ask your partner clarifying questions if you don’t understand.
12. Revise your work using a purple pencil on the line below each line of writing. You do not have to revise it if you don’t agree with the feedback.[image: image1.emf]
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