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Character Reaction Note-catcher: “Las Cebollas”
RL.5.1, RL.5.3

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ________________
How do characters react to events/situations in Esperanza Rising?

	Character:
	Event/Situation:
	Pages:

	Las Cebollas
	Moving into a cabin in the camp
	100–106

	Description:


	Character:
	What does the 
character think/feel?
	How do you know? What are his/her 
actions? How does the character 
interact with others?

	
	
	

	Character:
	What does the 
character think/feel?
	How do you know? What are his/her 
actions? How does the character 
interact with others?

	
	
	


Character Reaction Note-catcher: “Las Cebollas”
(Example, for Teacher Reference) 

RL.5.1, RL.5.3
How do characters react to events/situations in Esperanza Rising?

	Character:
	Event/Situation:
	Pages:

	Las Cebollas
	Moving into a cabin in the camp
	100–106

	Description: In the chapter “Las Cebollas” in Esperanza Rising, Mama, Esperanza, and Miguel’s family arrive at the camp and are allocated a small cabin, which they are to share.


	Character:
	What does the 
character think/feel?
	How do you know? What are his/her 
actions? How does the character 
interact with others?

	Mama
	· Disappointed

· Strong and tries to be a positive model for Esperanza when Esperanza is angry


	· Page 102: “Mama looked around and then gave Esperanza a weak smile.” The word “weak” shows her disappointment.

· Page 102: The way Mama “sank to the bed. Her voice sounded tired” also suggests that she is disappointed or concerned with the situation. 

· Page 104: To show strength and be a positive role model, “Here, we have two choices. To be together and miserable or to be together and happy.… I choose to be happy.” 

· Page 104: She tells Esperanza how lucky they are.


	Character:
	What does the 
character think/feel?
	How do you know? What are his/her 
actions? How does the character 
interact with others?

	Esperanza
	· Uncomfortable

· Unhappy

· Angry

· In denial about the situation and thinks that they won’t be in that 
situation for long
	· Page 101: Toilets. Esperanza “cringed as she tried to imagine having no privacy,” which shows her discomfort. 

· Page 103: When Mama begins to sing, it says, “Esperanza felt anger crawling up her throat,” and then she has an outburst when she says to Mama, “Mama, we are living like horses! How can you sing? How can you be happy? We don’t even have a room to call our own.” 

· Page 105: Denial. “I am still rich, Isabel. We will only be here until Abuelita is well enough to travel. Then she will come with her money and we will buy a big house.”


Model Character Reaction 
Paragraph: Mama

RL.5.1, RL.5.3, W.5.2, W.5.4, W.5.9, W.5.9a
What information does this paragraph contain? Why? How is it organized?
In the chapter “Las Cebollas” in Esperanza Rising, Mama, Esperanza, and Miguel’s family arrive at the camp and are allocated a small cabin, which they are to share. Mama is disappointed with the cabin. On page 102, it says, “Mama looked around and then gave Esperanza a weak smile.” The use of the word “weak” shows that she wanted to be strong for Esperanza, but she struggled to hide her disappointment. On page 102, the way Mama “sank to the bed. Her voice sounded tired” also suggests that she is disappointed or concerned with the situation. Mama shows strength and tries to be a positive role model for Esperanza when Esperanza has an angry outburst. She says to Esperanza on page 104, “Here, we have two choices. To be together and miserable or to be together and happy.… I choose to be happy.” She also explains to Esperanza how lucky they are.

Character Reaction Paragraph 
Anchor Chart
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

RL.5.1, RL.5.3, W.5.2, W.5.4, W.5.9, W.5.9a
· Introduces the title of the chapter and the text

· Provides a brief overview of the event

· Describes how the character feels supported by evidence of his or her actions from the text, quoted accurately including page numbers

· Written in complete sentences (with a subject and a predicate)
In the chapter “Las Cebollas” in Esperanza Rising, Mama, Esperanza, and Miguel’s family arrive at the camp and are allocated a small cabin, which they are to share. Esperanza is uncomfortable, unhappy, and angry about the conditions. She is also in denial about their situation and thinks Abuelita will come with money to change it. On page 101, after seeing the toilets, Esperanza “cringed as she tried to imagine having no privacy,” which shows her discomfort. She doesn’t like the idea of having to share the toilets or the cabin, and she thinks the cabin is very small. On page 103, when Mama begins to sing, it says, “Esperanza felt anger crawling up her throat,” and then she has an outburst when she says to Mama, “Mama, we are living like horses! How can you sing? How can you be happy? We don’t even have a room to call our own.” She shows she is in denial when she tells Isabel on page 105, “I am still rich, Isabel. We will only be here until Abuelita is well enough to travel. Then she will come with her money and we will buy a big house.”[image: image1.emf]
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MODULE LESSONS


Grade 5: Module 1: Unit 2: Lesson 1


Analyzing Character Reactions: Esperanza Rising: “Las Cebollas”
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