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Structure of Esperanza Rising Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

RL.5.1, RL.5.5
	Key:

	Exposition
	Beginning of the story, describing how things are before the action begins

	Rising action
	Series of conflicts and crises in the story that build toward the climax

	Climax
	The turning point, when something important happens that changes the direction of the story

	Falling Action
	The action that happens after the climax and starts to guide the story toward the resolution

	Resolution
	Tying everything together


	Chapter
	How does the chapter fit into the overall structure 
of the story? Why?

	Pages 1–3:
	Exposition: Introduces Esperanza and her father and 
Aguascalientes, Mexico.

	Las Uvas 
Pages 4–22
	Rising Action: Esperanza’s father is killed. This means that things are going to change for Esperanza’s family, and we wonder what Esperanza and her mama will do now.

	Las Papayas
Pages 23–38
	Rising Action: Esperanza’s uncle now owns the land their house is on and wants to marry her mama. We know that things are going to continue to change for the family, and we wonder what they will decide to do next.

	Los Higos Pages 39–57
	Rising Action: Esperanza’s uncles burned their house down, so Esperanza and her mother are going to move to the United States. This means a significant change for the family. We 
wonder how this will change their lives.


	Chapter
	How does the chapter fit into the overall structure 
of the story? Why?

	Las Guayabas Pages 58–80
	Rising Action: Esperanza and her mama leave secretly for the United States. Already their life is different, and it is only going to change more. We wonder what life will be like for them in the United States.

	Los Melones Pages 81–99
	Rising Action: Esperanza and her mother cross the border into the United States, where they meet Miguel’s family members, who take them onward. We know that more things are likely to happen to Esperanza and her mother because they have only just arrived in the United States. There hasn’t been a turning point yet.

	Las Cebollas Pages 100–121
	Rising Action: Esperanza and her mama arrive in the camp. Mama begins work while Esperanza learns how to look after the babies. Things are continuing to get more and more challenging for Esperanza. We wonder when this will change.

	Las Almendras Pages 121–138
	Rising Action: They all go to the party, where there is trouble when Marta and her friends talk about a strike. Things might change for Esperanza and Mama if the workers do strike because it could affect whether they have work.

	Las Ciruelas Pages 139–157
	Rising Action: After a big dust storm, Mama becomes very sick with valley fever. Things are continuing to get more challenging for Esperanza as she now has to look after herself and Mama.

	Las Papas Pages 158–178
	Rising Action: Mama goes to the hospital, and Esperanza begins to work. Things are getting worse for Esperanza. Now she has to worry about paying medical bills all by herself.

	Las Aguacates
Pages 179–198

	Rising Action: Mama gets pneumonia, and Esperanza and Miguel go to the market, taking a detour on the way back to pick up Marta to take her to the strikers’ camp. Although she has started to accept her life a little more, things still haven’t improved for Esperanza and there is the threat of a strike, which could make things much worse.

	Los Espárragos 
Pages 199–213

	Rising Action: Esperanza and the other workers are put in danger by the strikers, but immigration officials come and take the strikers away to deport them back to Mexico. Things still haven’t gotten any better for Esperanza yet.

	Los Duraznos

Pages 214–233


	Rising Action: Isabel wants to be Queen of the May, but she doesn’t get chosen because she is Mexican, and Miguel loses his job working on the engines and has to dig ditches because he is Mexican. Mama comes home from the hospital, and Miguel runs away with Esperanza’s money. Things are starting to look better for Esperanza, but there still hasn’t been an event that really turns it around.

	Las Uvas

Pages 234–253


	Climax: The turning point comes when Abuelita arrives because it makes Esperanza and Mama happy. 

Falling action: The falling action is when Abuelita tells her story and the day before Esperanza’s birthday when she hears the heartbeat of the earth with Miguel.

Resolution: Esperanza’s birthday, a full year after the events of her previous birthday, when everyone is back together.


Metaphors Note-catcher: The River

RL.5.1, RL.5.2, L.5.5a

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ________________

	Excerpt of text
	Metaphor
	What does it mean?

	Ex. Las Uvas. Pages 17–18 from “Several years ago, when Esperanza …” to “… never told Miguel about the river.”
	“But now that she was a young woman, she understood that Miguel was the housekeeper’s son and she was the ranch owner’s daughter and between them ran a deep river. Esperanza stood on one side and Miguel stood on the other and the river could never be crossed.”
	

	1. Las Papayas. Pages 36–37 from “My father and I have lost faith …” to “… different sides of the river.”
	“In Mexico we stand on different sides of the river.”
	

	2. Los Duraznos. Pages 223–224 from “Anza, everything will work out ” to “… think you are a queen.”
	“Are you standing on the other side of the river? No! You are still a peasant!”
	

	3. Las Uvas: Pages 249–251 read from “As the sun rose …” to “… held her heart to the earth.”
	“And there, in the middle of the wilderness, was a girl in a blue silk dress and a boy with his hair slicked down, eating mangoes on a stick, carved to look like exotic flowers, sitting on a grassy bank, on the same side of the river.”
	


4. The river metaphor is woven throughout the story. What theme does this metaphor convey? Underline the best answer:
A. You have to swim to cross a river.
B. Rivers move fast, just like life.
C. Rivers can be very wide, so the banks are a long way apart.
D. Everyone should be treated equally.
Metaphors Note-catcher: The River

(Example, for Teacher Reference) 

RL.5.1, RL.5.2, L.5.5a

	Excerpt of text
	Metaphor
	What does it mean?

	Ex. Las Uvas. Pages 17–18 from “Several years ago, when Esperanza …” to “… never told Miguel about the river.”
	“But now that she was a young woman, she understood that Miguel was the housekeeper’s son and she was the ranch owner’s daughter and between them ran a deep river. Esperanza stood on one side and Miguel stood on the other and the river could never be crossed.”
	Esperanza and Miguel are not equal because he is the son of a peasant and she is the daughter of a wealthy landowner, and, as a result, their futures look very different, so there is a distance between them and they could never marry.

	5. Las Papayas. Pages 36–37 from  “My father and I have lost faith …” to “… different sides of the river.”
	“In Mexico we stand on different sides of the river.”
	Esperanza and Miguel are not equal because he is the son of a peasant and she is the daughter of a wealthy landowner, and, as a result, their futures look very different, so there is a distance between them and they could never marry.

	6. Los Duraznos. Pages 223–224 from “Anza, everything will work out ” to “… think you are a queen.”
	“Are you standing on the other side of the river? No! You are still a peasant!”
	Miguel hoped things would be better for him in the United States, but things aren’t any better for him. He is still a peasant.


	Excerpt of text
	Metaphor
	What does it mean?

	7. Las Uvas: Pages 249–251 read from “As the sun rose …” to “… held her heart to the earth.”
	“And there, in the middle of the wilderness, was a girl in a blue silk dress and a boy with his hair slicked down, eating mangoes on a stick, carved to look like exotic flowers, sitting on a grassy bank, on the same side of the river.”
	Esperanza is now equal to Miguel. She also works hard in the fields and does not have much money.


8. The river metaphor is woven throughout the story. What theme does this metaphor convey? Underline the best answer:
A. You have to swim to cross a river.
B. Rivers move fast, just like life.
C. Rivers can be very wide, so the banks are a long way apart.
D. Everyone should be treated equally.
Metaphors in Esperanza Rising Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

RL.5.1, L.5.5a

	Chapter and Page(s)
	Metaphor
	What does it mean?

	Las Almendras, page 124
	“Now if they bloomed she could drink the memories of the roses that had known Papa.”
	She could make the rosehip tea and think of her papa, who planted the roses as she drank it.

	Las Almendras, page 132
	When holding up a kitten, Marta says, “This is what we are.”
	They are like kittens because they are treated as though they are small and meek, and they are afraid to speak up for what they believe in.

	Las Uvas, 
page 14
	Esperanza, in this way my love and good wishes will be in the blanket forever.”
	Abuelita stitched her hair into the blanket, so a part of her will always be in the blanket.

	Las Uvas, 
page 14
	“Do not be afraid to start over.”
	Abuelita is using starting over with crochet as a life lesson. She is talking not only about starting over with the blanket, but also about starting over in life.

	Los Higos, 
page 51
	“Look at the zigzag of the blanket. Mountains and valleys. Right now you are in the bottom of the valley and your problems loom big around you. But soon, you will be at the top of a mountain again.”
	At the moment, Esperanza has a lot of problems that may seem like mountains to climb, but at some point she will work through the problems, and  climb the mountain, to be at the top with few worries and problems.

	Las Papas, pages 177–178
	“Esperanza tucked the blanket around her, hoping that the color from the blanket would slowly seep into Mama’s cheeks.”
	The blanket has hair, which means love and wishes, from both Abuelita and Esperanza stitched in. Mama is very pale, so Esperanza is hoping that the love and wishes from her and Abuelita will help Mama get better and bring color to her cheeks.

	Las Uvas, 
pages 17–18
	“But now she was a young woman, she understood that Miguel was the housekeeper’s son and she was the ranch owner’s daughter and between them ran a deep river. Esperanza stood on one side and Miguel stood on the other and the river could never be crossed.”
	Esperanza and Miguel are not equal because he is the son of a peasant and she is the daughter of a wealthy landowner, and, as a result, their futures look very different, so there is a distance between them and they could never marry.

	Las Papayas, pages 36–37
	“In Mexico we stand on different sides of the river.”
	Esperanza and Miguel are not equal because he is the son of a peasant and she is the daughter of a wealthy landowner, and, as a result, their futures look very different, so there is a distance between them and they could never marry.

	Los Duraznos, pages 223–224
	“Are you standing on the other side of the river? No! You are still a peasant!”
	Miguel hoped things would be better for him in the United States, but things aren’t any better for him. He is still a peasant.

	Las Uvas, 
pages 249–251
	“And there, in the middle of the wilderness, was a girl in a blue silk dress and a boy with his hair slicked down, eating mangoes on a stick, carved to look like exotic flowers, sitting on a grassy bank, on the same side of the river.”
	Esperanza is now equal to Miguel. She also works hard in the fields and does not have much money.


Esperanza Rising: 
Questions about “Los Duraznos”

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

RL.5.1

9. Why is Isabel praying so hard?
Isabel is praying so hard because she wants to be chosen as Queen of the May. She says to Esperanza on page 214, “I might be Queen of the May. In two weeks, on May Day, there is a festival at my school and a dance around a pole with colored ribbons. The teacher will choose the best girl student in the third grade to be Queen. And right now I am the only student who has straight A’s.”

10. Why is Miguel upset, and how does Esperanza react?
Miguel is upset because his job was given to someone who would do the same thing for less money, and he ended up having to dig ditches. He says to Hortensia on page 219, “My boss said that he didn’t need me. They were going to train the new men. He said I could dig ditches or lay tracks if I wanted to.”

Esperanza was angry. It says on page 220 that “A temper Esperanza did not recognize raged to the surface.… She looked at the dough she was holding in her hand and threw it at the wall.”

11. What does Esperanza give Isabel when she hears her news? Why?
She gave her the porcelain doll from her father because she wants to make Isabel feel better after her sad news, and she knows she doesn’t play with it anyway. She says on page 227, “I want you to have something that will last more than a day.… To keep as your own.”[image: image1.emf]
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