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Structure of Esperanza Rising
Anchor Chart
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RL.5.1, RL.5.5

	Key:

	Exposition
	Beginning of the story, describing how things are before the action begins

	Rising Action
	Series of conflicts and crises in the story that build toward the climax

	Climax
	The turning point, when something important happens that changes the direction of the story

	Falling Action
	The action that happens after the climax and starts to guide the story toward the resolution

	Resolution
	Tying everything together


	Chapter
	How does the chapter fit into the overall structure of the story? Why?

	Pages 1-3
	Exposition: Introduces Esperanza and her father and Aguascalientes, Mexico.

	Las Uvas
Pages 4-22
	Rising Action: Esperanza’s father is killed. This means that things are going to change for Esperanza’s family, and we wonder what Esperanza and her mama will do now. 


Building Background Knowledge about Mexico
Anchor Charts
RL.5.1, RI.5.7, W.5.7

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Why was Esperanza’s papa killed?

	Topic
	Key points …
	Source

(author, title, website)

	1. Government and Revolution
	
	

	2. Neighbor to the North
	
	

	3. Rich versus Poor
	
	


Building Background Knowledge about Mexico
Anchor Charts
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RL.5.1, RI.5.7, W.5.7
Why was Esperanza’s papa killed?

	Topic
	Key points …
	Source

(author, title, website)

	4. Government and Revolution
	· In 1910, the poor and working-class people of Mexico rebelled against the wealthy landowners and Porfirio Díaz.  

· They rebelled because land laws took their land away from them, and they were paid poor wages for hard work and treated badly by wealthy landowners.  

· Porfirio Díaz resigned, but fighting continued because the new leaders of the country didn’t change anything.  

· The Mexican Revolution was long, and many lives were lost.  

· The Mexican constitution was written in 1917 and gave all people of Mexico rights.  

· Fighting continued for many years.  
	EL Education, 

“Research Text: Government and Revolution.” Print. 



	5. Neighbor to the North
	· In the Adams-Onis Treaty, Texas, California, New Mexico, Nevada, Utah, and Arizona were within the borders of Mexico.  

· During the Mexican-American War, Mexico lost nearly half its territory to the United States.  

· The United States won the war, and Mexico was forced to give its northern territories in exchange for very little money.  

· This caused bad relations between the U.S. and Mexico.  
	EL Education, 

“Research Text: Neighbor to the North.” Print. 




	Topic
	Key points …
	Source

(author, title, website)

	6. Rich versus Poor
	· Families had their land taken away to be used to grow crops like sugar, cotton, and coffee.  

· They were paid very little to work on the land for wealthy landowners and were treated very badly.  

· There wasn’t much food, and it was expensive for the people.  

· They were forced to live in very poor conditions while the wealthy landowners lived very well.  
	EL Education, 

“Research Text: Rich versus Poor.” Print. 




Research Text: Government and Revolution
In 1910, the poor and working-class people of Mexico rebelled against the wealthy landowners and Porfirio Díaz, the dictator who had ruled the country for a number of years. While Porfirio Díaz put a lot of time and money into building factories, dams, and roads, the rural workers and peasants suffered greatly because of land laws that took their land away from them. They were paid poor wages for hard work and were treated badly by wealthy landowners. When the people began to rise up again him, Porfirio Díaz resigned and left the country, but still the fighting continued because Mexico’s new leaders failed to make the changes the people wanted. The Mexican Revolution was long, and many lives were lost. One good thing that came of this time was the Mexican constitution, written in 1917. This constitution outlined the rules that the government must follow. It also gave all people of Mexico rights, regardless of whether they were workers or landowners. Many people consider the revolution to have ended in 1920, but the fighting continued for many years after that. 

	Glossary

	dictator
	a ruler with total power over a country

	rural
	related to the countryside rather than towns

	resigned
	voluntarily left a job or position

	constitution
	a list of principles or rules with which a state or country is governed



Written by EL Education for instructional purposes. 1150L
Sources:

“Land, Liberty, and the Mexican Revolution.” Constitutional Rights Foundation. Constitutional Rights Foundation, 2010. Web. 20 Apr. 2016. 

“Mexican Revolution.” Encyclopaedia Britannica. Encyclopaedia Britannica, June 2014. Web. 20 Apr. 2016.

Knight, Alan. “The Mexican Revolution.” History Today May 1980: n. pag. History Today. Web. 20 Apr. 2016. <http://www.historytoday.com/alan-knight/mexican- revolution>. 

“Mexican Revolution.” PBS. PBS, n.d. Web. 20 Apr. 2016. <http://www.pbs.org/ opb/historydetectives/feature/mexican-revolution/>. 
Research Text: Neighbor to the North
In 1819, the Adams-Onis Treaty drew the borders between Mexico and the United States. In this treaty, Texas, California, New Mexico, Nevada, Utah, and Arizona were within the borders of Mexico. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Mexico lo nearly half its territory to the United States. Within two years, the United States had captured Mexico City and won the war. Mexico was forced to give its northern territories, including Texas and what are now the states of California, Arizona, and New Mexico, to the United States in exchange for very little money to pay for war damage. Because of this, the U.S. and Mexico had very bad relations for many years after the war. 

	Glossary

	treaty
	an agreement between countries

	border
	a line separating two areas, such as countries

	territory
	an area of land under a ruler

	captured
	taken by force

	relations
	the way two or more things, such as people, or countries, are connected to each other and behave toward each other



Written by EL Education for instructional purposes. 1110L

Sources:

“Timeline: U.S.-Mexico Relations.” Council on Foreign Relations. Council on Foreign Relations, n.d. Web. 20 Apr. 2016. <http://www.cfr.org/mexico/us- mexico-relations-1810-present/p19092>. 

“Mexican-American War.” History.com. A&E Television Networks, n.d. Web. 20 Apr. 2016. <http://www.history.com/topics/mexican-american-war>. 

Research Text: Rich versus Poor
Under the rule of Porfirio Díaz, families had their land taken away to be used to grow crops like sugar, cotton, and coffee to meet the demand of Mexico and the world. They were paid very little to work for wealthy landowners and were treated very badly. As the crops they grew were sold to people far away from where they were grown, food became scarce and expensive for the people who worked on the land. They were forced to live in very poor conditions while the wealthy landowners lived very well on the profits made by selling the crops. 

	Glossary

	demand
	the desire/need of people buying something

	scarce
	not enough for what is needed

	profits
	amounts earned after everything has been paid for



Written by EL Education for instructional purposes. 1250L

Sources:

“Mexican Revolution.” Encyclopaedia Britannica. Encyclopaedia Britannica, June 2014. Web. 20 Apr. 2016. 

Knight, Alan. “The Mexican Revolution.” History Today May 1980: n. pag. History Today. Web. 20 Apr. 2016. <http://www.histrytoday.com/alan-knight/mexican- revolution>. 
“Mexican Revolution.” PBS. PBS, n.d. Web. 20 Apr. 2016. <http://www.pbs.org/opb/historydetectives/feature/mexican-revolution/>. 

Exit Ticket: Connection to
Esperanza Rising
RI.5.1, RL.5.1


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Esperanza’s papa was killed because …

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Academic Vocabulary Form

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Academic Vocabulary: Words you might find in informational texts on many different topics.
	Word and Pronunciation

What is the word and how do you say it?
	Definition

What does it mean in your own words?
	Translation


What is the translation in your home language?
	Synonyms

(words that mean the same thing)
	Sketch/
Diagram/
Icon
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Establishing Reading Routines: Esperanza Rising “Las Uvas”
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