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	Voices of the Holocaust
	Grade 8: Module 3: Unit 1: Lesson 2 (



Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 2
RL.8.1

(Answers for Teacher Reference)
Directions: As you enter class, collect a copy of the text Maus I: A Survivor’s Tale: My Father Bleeds History. Preview the front and back covers of the book and the synopsis on the inside cover, and glance briefly at the format and chapter titles of the book. Then, use the following I Notice/I Wonder note-catcher to capture any initial notices or questions you have about this book.
	I Notice 

(things I see)
	I Wonder

(questions I have)
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	What do you notice about the topic?
What do you notice about the illustrations?
What do you notice about the language?
What else do you notice?
•
The book is a black and white graphic novel.
•
The book title is Maus I: A Survivor’s Tale. The fact that it is Maus I implies that it is the first book in a series.
•
There are two mice, huddled together on the ground, under an image of a cat with a Swastika coming out from behind it on the cover.
•
There is a subtitle on the book’s cover: My Father Bleeds History.
•
The story is about the Holocaust.
•
The book was the winner of the Pulitzer Prize in 1992.
•
There is a map on the back cover. It shows Poland, and its surrounding countries, during World War II. It also has an inset map of Rego Park, NY.
	What do you wonder about the topic?
What do you wonder about the illustrations?
What do you wonder about the language?
What else do you wonder?
•
Why are the characters mice and rats?
•
Why did the author choose to create this book as a graphic novel?
•
What is the Pulitzer prize?
•
Why did the author include a map on the back cover?
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	What do you notice about the topic?
What do you notice about the illustrations?
What do you notice about the language?
What else do you notice?
	What do you wonder about the topic?
What do you wonder about the illustrations?
What do you wonder about the language?

What else do you wonder?


Graphic Novel Format Anchor Chart
RL.8.1

(For Teacher Reference)
When Reading a Text in Graphic Novel Format, Close Readers Do These Things:

· Read the text left to right, top to bottom.

· Refer to each single image as a panel.

· Pay attention to captions, speech bubbles, and tails.

· Read both the words and the images to get the author’s full intent.

· Pay attention to subtle details in the images: expressions, shading, perspective, what was included in each panel, etc.

· Pay attention to how the dialogue is presented: facial expressions, body language, additional images, etc.

· Pay attention to graphic styles presented: words in CAPS, bold, or accentuated in some way.

Text Guide: Maus I
(For Teacher Reference)
This guide is meant to support in-class reading of Maus I: A Survivor’s Tale: My Father Bleeds History by providing comprehension questions and examples of vocabulary with which students may struggle. Be sure students provide evidence from the text to support their responses to the questions.

Unit 1
Lesson 2, Chapter 1

Vocabulary

· textiles (12): types of cloth or woven fabric

· dowry (15): property or money brought by a bride to her husband on their marriage

· bachelor (18): a man who is not and has never been married

· hosiery (19): stockings, socks, and tights collectively

Questions

· page 17, “We have to plan for our futures.”

What does Vladek consider when choosing a wife? Responses will vary, but may include financial security.
· page 19, “Later, a friend, a druggist, told me the pills . . .”

What does Vladek discover when he meets Anja’s family? Responses will vary, but may include that she takes medication for nervousness or anxiety.
· page 23, “It makes everything more real—more human.”

What is the disagreement between Art and his father Vladek? Responses will vary, but may include the following: Vladek thinks the book should just include his stories about the Holocaust, but Art wants to include stories of Vladek’s personal life to make the story more appealing.
Lesson 5, Chapter 2

Vocabulary

· communist (26): a person who supports or believes in a classless society in which all property is publicly owned and each person works and is paid according to their abilities and needs

· conspirations (27): acts or actions of plotting or secretly combining

· credit (29): the ability of a customer to obtain goods or services before payment, based on the trust that payment will be made in the future

· sanitarium (31): an establishment for the medical treatment of people who are recovering or have a chronic illness

· governess (31): a woman employed to teach children in a private household

· swastika (32): an ancient symbol in the form of an equal-armed cross with each arm continued at a right angle, used (in clockwise form) as the emblem of the German Nazi party

· pogrom (33): an organized massacre of a particular ethnic group, in particular that of Jews in Russia or eastern Europe

· anti-Semitic (36): hostile to or prejudiced against Jews

Questions

· page 28, “Anja was safe, but the seamstress they arrested.”

What does Vladek discover about Anja? Responses will vary, but may include that Anja is passing communist documents and the police were looking for her.
· page 32, “Right away, we went.”

Where are Vladek and Anja going and why? Responses will vary, but may include that they’re going to a sanitarium to get Anja help for her depression.
· page 33, “Just pray that they don’t start a war.” 

What are Vladek and the other train passengers discussing? Responses will vary, but may include that they are talking about the Nazis killing and beating Jewish people.
· page 38, “And on September 1, 1939, the war came.”

What news did Vladek receive? Responses will vary, but may include that he was drafted into the war.
Lesson 6, Chapter 3

Vocabulary

· Red Cross (50): an international philanthropic organization that cares for the sick and wounded in war and helps relieve suffering caused by floods, fires, and other disasters

· Parshas Truma (57): a specific portion of the Torah

· Torah (57): the holy book of the Jewish religion 

· rabbi (57): Jewish religious leader

· gestapo (58): secret police for Nazi Germany

· Wehrmacht (58): armed forces of Nazi Germany

· bar mitzvah (59): a Jewish coming of age ritual for boys

Questions

· page 46, “No . . . there seems to be something wrong with him.”

Why did Art’s grandfather pull out his teeth and starve his sons? Responses will vary, but may include the following: to keep them from passing examinations to be drafted into the army.
· page 53, “In the wounds was pus, and in the pus was lice.”

What happened to Vladek during the war? Responses will vary, but may include that he was captured by Nazi soldiers and endured horrific conditions in a prisoner of war camp.
· page 56, “It was better to stay . . .”

What does Vladek choose to do and why? Responses will vary, but may include that he volunteers to work for a German company because workers are fed and sleep in beds instead of starving and freezing in the camp.
· page 64, “I walked first over to my parents’ house . . .”

How does Vladek escape imprisonment? Responses will vary, but may include that he disguises himself as a Polish man and is able to claim a friend in Poland as a family member.
Lesson 7, Chapter 4

Vocabulary

· shlep (79): to haul or carry

· convalescent (86): recovering from an illness or operation

· bunker (86): a reinforced underground shelter, typically for use in wartime

· Auschwitz (87): a concentration camp in Poland that consisted of three camps: a prison camp, an extermination camp, and a slave-labor camp

· excrement (92): feces

Questions

· page 76, “How long can savings last?”

How is Vladek and his family able to survive during the war? Responses will vary, but may include that his in-laws are wealthy and can still afford food and necessities.
· page 81, “I’ll never give up my baby, never!”

What is Vladek considering? Responses will vary, but may include that he’s thinking of hiding his son with strangers until the killing of Jews ends.
· page 83, “His wife ran screaming in the street.”

Why did the Nazis hang Cohn and his son? Responses will vary, but may include that they were giving away cloth to Jews without coupons.
· page 87, “But they went right away to Auschwitz, to the gas.”

Why are the Nazis transferring all Jews over 70 years old? Responses will vary, but may include that they are killing them with gas.
· page 91 “Well . . . it’s enough for today, yes, Artie?”

Why did the Gestapo call thousands of Jewish people to gather at the stadium? Responses will vary, but may include that they are separating old people and families with lots of children from working people and smaller families so they can imprison or kill them.
Lesson 8, Chapter 5

Vocabulary

· pang (100): a sudden sharp pain or painful emotion

· objective (104): not influenced by personal beliefs or feelings; fair or real

· shrine (104): a place for worship that is holy because of a connection with a holy person or object

Questions

· page 99, “I never thought Vladek would see it.” 

What does Vladek find? Responses will vary, but may include he finds a comic Art wrote about his mother.
· page 103, “Some of us are trying to sleep!”

What happened to Art’s mother? How do Vladek and Art respond? Responses will vary, but may include the following: She committed suicide. Vladek has a great emotional response, and Art comforts him and feels guilty.
· page 109, “He was such a happy, beautiful boy.”

What happened to Richieu and why? Responses will vary, but may include that his caregiver poisoned herself and the children she protected as the Nazis were raiding his ghetto to prevent them from being killed in a concentration camp.
· page 113, “The Gestapo came that afternoon.”

How does the Gestapo find Vladek and his friends? Responses will vary, but may include that a Jewish man finds them hiding in a bunker and tells the Gestapo.
· page 115, “He was a millionaire, but even this didn’t save his life.”

What is Vladek saying about rich Jewish people during the Holocaust? Responses will vary, but may include the following: some were able to buy their safety, but for most, money couldn’t buy their freedom.
Lesson 9, Chapter 6

Vocabulary

· pragmatic (131): realistic

· caricature (131): a picture, description, or imitation of a person in which certain striking characteristics are exaggerated in order to create a comic or grotesque effect

· senile (137): showing loss of memory due to old age

Questions

· page 148, “We were happy even to have these conditions.”

What is Mrs. Motonowa risking by hiding Vladek and Anja in her cellar? Responses will vary, but may include the following: if her husband finds them, he will report them to the Gestapo and possibly kick her out of their home for hiding Jews in their house.
· page 155, “. . . we came til the prison, and there they put us.”

How did Vladek and Anja end up in prison? Responses will vary, but may include that the Polish smugglers called the Gestapo and told them where Vladek and Anja would be.
· page 159, “Sure . . . you bet! So long . . . murderer.”

Why do you think Art calls Vladek a murderer? Responses will vary, but may include the following: Vladek killed memories of Art’s mother.
Synopsis: Maus I, Chapter 1
Name:
Date:

· Art visits his father, Vladek, to whom he is not close, to write about his story for this book.

· Vladek pedals on his bicycle, which is good for his heart, while they talk.

· Vladek begins talking about how he chose to marry Art’s mom, Anja, over a more beautiful woman, because he loved Anja for her sensitivity and intelligence, and her family was well off.

· Vladek asks Art not to put this sensitive content in the book but to focus on the story of the Holocaust.

Exit Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 2
RL.8.3, RL.8.4

(Answers for Teacher Reference)
Directions: Answer the following questions from chapter 1 of Maus I about dialogue, word choice, and tone. Use your text for reference.

1. On page 14, in panels 5 and 6, when Lucia and Vladek are talking, her tone appears jealous. What evidence from this section of text contributes to a tone of jealousy? (RL.8.4)

a. “She kept insisting me to show her my apartment . . .”

b. “You must have another girlfriend who cleans for you—no?”
c. “I didn’t want to be more closer with her, but she really wouldn’t let me go.”

d. “Everything’s so neat and clean!”

2. On page 21, in panels 1 and 2, what does Vladek’s statement about his lack of communication with Anja, below, reveal about his character? (RL.8.3)

“No telephone calls, no letter, nothing! What happened?”

a. Vladek forgot to communicate with Anja and is feeling remorseful.

b. He did not call Anja, and he feels angry she did not call him.

c. He cares about Anja and is worried that she no longer wants to speak to him.
d. He was happy to no longer have communication with Anja.

3. What incident provokes Anja to stop speaking to Vladek on pages 21 and 22. (RL.8.3)

a. Lucia wrote a letter to Anja, which told lies about Vladek, including that he had many girlfriends.
b. Anja decided she wanted to marry someone who had more money than Vladek, so she cut off all communication with him.

c. Anja moved to a different city and could no longer keep up communication with Vladek.

d. Lucia wrote a letter to Anja, saying she was in love with Vladek and warning Anja to stay away from him.

Exit Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 2
RL.8.3, RL.8.4

Name:
Date:

Directions: Answer the following questions from chapter 1 of Maus I about dialogue, word choice, and tone. Use your text for reference.

4. On page 14, in panels 5 and 6, when Lucia and Vladek are talking, her tone appears jealous. What evidence from this section of text contributes to a tone of jealousy? (RL.8.4)

a. “She kept insisting me to show her my apartment . . .”

b. “You must have another girlfriend who cleans for you—no?”

c. “I didn’t want to be more closer with her, but she really wouldn’t let me go.”

d. “Everything’s so neat and clean!”

5. On page 21, in panels 1 and 2, what does Vladek’s statement about his lack of communication with Anja, below, reveal about his character? (RL.8.3)

“No telephone calls, no letter, nothing! What happened?”

a. Vladek forgot to communicate with Anja and is feeling remorseful.

b. He did not call Anja, and he feels angry she did not call him.

c. He cares about Anja and is worried that she no longer wants to speak to him.

d. He was happy to no longer have communication with Anja.

6. What incident provokes Anja to stop speaking to Vladek on pages 21 and 22. (RL.8.3)

a. Lucia wrote a letter to Anja, which told lies about Vladek, including that he had many girlfriends.

b. Anja decided she wanted to marry someone who had more money than Vladek, so she cut off all communication with him.

c. Anja moved to a different city and could no longer keep up communication with Vladek.

d. Lucia wrote a letter to Anja, saying she was in love with Vladek and warning Anja to stay away from him.
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