	Module Title
	Grade X: Module X: Unit X: Lesson X


	Voices of the Holocaust
	Grade 8: Module 3: Unit 1: Lesson 4



Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 4
RL.8.4

(Answers for Teacher Reference)
Directions: Read the definition of tone and the questions below, then answer the questions that follow. 

tone: the general attitude or feeling of a piece of writing or dialogue

1. What is the tone of the following sentences? “You look so beautiful! I truly love that dress on you.”

sad and wistful

sincere and admiring
mean and sarcastic

bored and disinterested

2. What words or phrases in the sentences helped you understand the tone?

The author used the words “beautiful,” “truly,” and “love,” which helped me understand that the speaker is admiring someone’s dress. “Truly” helped me understand that the speaker is being sincere.
3. What is the tone of the following sentences? “You look so beautiful. What, is that your grandmother’s dress?”

sad and wistful

sincere and admiring

mean and sarcastic
bored and disinterested

4. What words or phrases in the sentences helped you understand the tone?

I know the speaker is being sarcastic because even though they say the dress is beautiful, they ask if it belongs to someone’s grandmother. I associate grandmother’s clothes with things that are old, out of date, and even ugly—not beautiful. This comment is mean because the speaker is actually saying the dress is ugly or old, not beautiful.
Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 4
RL.8.4

Name:
Date:

Directions: Read the definition of tone and the questions below, then answer the questions that follow.

tone: the general attitude or feeling of a piece of writing or dialogue

5. What is the tone of the following sentences? “You look so beautiful! I truly love that dress on you.”

a. sad and wistful

b. sincere and admiring

c. mean and sarcastic

d. bored and disinterested

6. What words or phrases in the sentences helped you understand the tone?

7. What is the tone of the following sentences? “You look so beautiful. What, is that your grandmother’s dress?”

a. sad and wistful

b. sincere and admiring

c. mean and sarcastic

d. bored and disinterested

8. What words or phrases in the sentences helped you understand the tone?

Close Reading Guide: Maus I, Pages 11–23
RL.8.1, RL.8.3, RL.8.4

(For Teacher Reference)
Purpose and Notes

· The purpose of this close read is for students to analyze Maus I, Chapter 1, to determine what is revealed about the main character, Vladek. To do so, they will focus on key lines of dialogue in the text and incidents that provoke decisions. In addition, they will determine the meaning of key words and phrases in the text, including connotative meanings, and explore the impact of specific words and phrases on meaning and tone.

· Students have preread the entirety of chapter 1 in Lesson 2.

· Students work in pairs for this close read.

· A note-catcher along with text-dependent questions provide an opportunity for students to process and respond to standards-aligned questions.

· At the end of the close read, students will complete a culminating task.

· Continue to use discussion protocols (e.g., Turn and Talk, cold call, and total participation techniques) to engage all students in collaborative discussion about the text.

Pages 11–13
	Excerpt of Text
	Questions and Directions

	Read page 11, from “I went out to see my father” to page 12, “I still want to draw that book about you.”
	· First, remind students that they read chapter 1 in Lesson 2, and ask them what they know about Vladek’s experience up to this point in the text. Using a total participation technique, ask: “What did we learn about Vladek on the first page of the text, page 11?” (Vladek has aged, he has had two heart attacks, his wife committed suicide, he has remarried, and his new wife is also a Holocaust survivor.)

· Distribute the Close Reading note-catcher. Explain that now you will look closely at sections of the text in order to analyze what is revealed about the main character, Vladek. We will be looking at his words, the tone of those words, and his actions.

· Remind students that they can refer to their Holocaust Glossary if they encounter domain-specific vocabulary they do not understand.

· Direct students to read the panels as you read them aloud. Explain that you will think aloud about how the author develops a main character as you read.

· Say: “On page 12, panel 2, Vladek says, ‘It’s good for my heart, the pedaling.’ I’m asking myself, what does this tell us about his character? Well, I know that Vladek has been through a lot, he has had two heart attacks, and his wife has committed suicide. But he is still choosing to bike and stay active. This tells me he cares about staying healthy and alive, even after his two heart attacks and his wife’s suicide, when he could just give up.”

· Explain that this idea that a person can make a choice to help himself is called agency. It comes from a Latin word that means to do. Here, Vladek is showing agency about his life because he is making an active choice to do something to help himself.

	Read page 12, from “The one I used to talk about . . .” to page 12, “not far from the border of Germany . . .”
	· Ask: “On page 12, panel 5, the author shows a close-up of numbers on Vladek’s arm. Why?” (Answers will vary.)

· Explain that during the Holocaust, Jews who were placed in concentration camps had a number tattooed on their arm. Nazis used these numbers, instead of names, to identify people.

· Ask: “Why do you think the author shows us this picture?” (It reminds us that Vladek survived the terrors of a concentration camp and also that he can never forget that experience because it is tattooed into his skin).

· Ask: “Why does the author show us Vladek’s arm as he pedals his exercise bike in this frame? Why are both important to help us learn something about Vladek?” (We remember that Vladek went through a horrible experience years ago but that he is still a very determined person.)

	Excerpt of Text
	Questions and Directions

	Read page 12, from “I was in textiles . . .” to page 13, “maybe sometime.”
	· Ask: “On page 13, panel 5, we see a poster behind Vladek. What do you notice about the poster?” (Answers will vary.) Explain that this is an allusion—an allusion is when the author makes a reference that calls to mind another story. In this case, the author is making an allusion to the 1921 movie, The Sheik, which stars the actor Rudolph Valentino, who was thought to be very handsome. In the movie, the Sheik is a handsome, powerful Arab chief who ends up winning the love of a beautiful American woman. This is also the title of this chapter.

· Ask “Vladek says, ‘People always told me I looked just like Rudolph Valentino.’ What is his tone when he says this?” (Confident, maybe proud.)

· Ask students to Turn and Talk: “Why do you think the writer shows us Vladek on his exercise bike in front of this poster, saying that he was like this movie star? What does this reveal about Vladek’s character?” (It reminds us that Vladek was once young, handsome, maybe even powerful. Now he’s not, but he shows agency and keeps trying to help himself be healthy.)

· Prompt students to write down their answers on their Close Reading note-catcher.

· If time, ask, “Why do you think the author chose ‘The Sheik’ as the title of this chapter?’ (He wants to emphasize that at this time in his life, Vladek was young, handsome, in love, with control over his life.)


Pages 14–15
	Excerpt of Text
	Questions and Directions

	Read page 14, from “Wherever I went” to page 14, “I like to keep things in order.”
	· Focus student attention on panel 3, where Vladek says ‘All this was before I met Anja—just listen, Yes?’ Have students practice saying this aloud to a partner noting their tone and emotions as they speak. Ask, “What is Vladek’s tone?” (Parental, condescending, impatient.)

· Say: “Vladek says, ‘I like to keep things in order.’ What is his tone?” Cold-call students (matter of fact, to the point). “What does this reveal about Vladek’s character?” Cold-call students. (Vladek is practical and likes to be in control.)

· Prompt students to write down their answers on their Close Reading note-catcher.

· Explain that, as we keep going, we will continue to think about things Vladek does and says, and how this helps us better understand his overall character. This way, we will keep learning more about his character over the course of the book.

	Read page 14, from “You must have another girl . . .” to page 15, “a very good girl . . .”
	· Draw students’ attention to page 15, panel 4.

· Ask: “What does this panel reveal about Vladek?” (Vladek cares about his family and goes to visit them regularly.)


Pages 16–17
	Excerpt of Text
	Questions and Directions

	Read page 16 from “The next morning . . .” to page 16, “going to America.”
	· Draw students’ attention to page 16, panels 4 and 5.

· Prompt students to read and answer question 1 on their Close Reading note-catcher.

· Remind students that we can often tell a lot about a character by what he says or does. Ask, “What can we tell about what Vladek cares about from what he has done in teaching himself English?” Cold-call students to share. (He is ambitious; he cares about getting ahead and keeps working at it.)

	Read page 16, from “It’s a shame . . .” to page 17, “beauty you picked.”
	· Draw students’ attention to page 17, panel 4.

· Ask: “What is Lucia’s tone in this panel?” (Sarcastic, angry, mean.) “How do you know?” (She uses the phrase “Pshhh” which shows she is not being sincere. The exclamation point shows that she is excited or upset. We can tell from context that Lucia is jealous of Anja, so her tone is insincere and biting.)

	Excerpt of Text
	Questions and Directions

	Read page 17 from “Looks aren’t everything” to page 17, “free from Lucia.”
	· Draw students’ attention to page 17, panel 5.

· Prompt students to read and answer question 2 on their Close Reading note-catcher.

· Have students Turn and Talk to share their answers, then reveal the correct answer and clarify any misconceptions.


Pages 17–19
	Excerpt of Text
	Questions and Directions

	Read page 17, from “Mom wasn’t that attractive . . .” to page 18, “that’s why I picked her.”
	· Cold-call on a student to read aloud page 18, panel 4.

· Ask: “What does this line ‘yes, that’s why I picked her’ reveal to us about Vladek and what he cares about?” (He has thought about what kind of wife he wants, and made a clear choice based on that. He appreciates Anja for being sensitive and intelligent.)

	Read page 18 from “I wish you could” to page 19, “to Sosnowiec.”
	· Draw students’ attention to page 19, panel 3.

· Ask: “What does the line ‘To see what a housekeeper she was, I peeked into Anja’s closet’ reveal about Vladek and what he cares about?” (He is practical and cares about material things like having a wife who is clean and tidy.)

· Draw students’ attention to page 19, panel 5.

· Ask: “What do you think he means when Vladek says, ‘If she was sick, then what do I need it for?’” (He is saying that he would not marry Anja if she was sick.) “What does this reveal about his character?” (He cares about Anja, but he is also practical and self-interested).

· Draw students’ attention to page 19, panel 6. Explain to students that sometimes an incident in a story causes a character to make a decision. This can also reveal aspects of character.

· Prompt students to read and answer question 3 on their Close Reading note-catcher.

· Cold-call students to share their answer.

· Ask, “Why is this decision important? What does this decision reveal about Vladek?” (This decision is important because we know Ajna is Art’s mother. We know that sometime after this she has committed suicide. Also, we see that Vladek may be motivated by practicality and survival.)


Pages 20–22
	Excerpt of Text
	Questions and Directions

	Read page 20 from “Ach! Here I forgot 
. . .” to page 20, “took her home.”
	· Draw students’ attention to page 20, panel 1.

· Prompt students to read and answer question 4 on their Close Reading note-catcher.

· Have students Turn and Talk to share their answers, then reveal the correct answer.

· Ask, “How do we know this phrase shows frustration?” (This phrase is an onomatopoeia of a sound we might make if we were frustrated.)

· Cold-call on a student to reread page 20, frames 3 and 4. Ask, “How would you describe the tone of Vladek’s words here to Lucia?” (The tone is harsh and dismissive. He wants her to go away and leave him alone.)

· Ask, “What does this tone help us understand about what Vladek cares about?” (He is very clear that he no longer wants Lucia in his life.)

	Read page 21 from “I didn’t hear more” to page 21, “just read this!”
	· Draw students’ attention to page 21, panels 5 and 6.

· Ask, “What does Vladek’s dialogue reveal about his character?” (He cares about Anja and is willing to go out of his way to make sure she trusts him and will marry him.)

	Read page 22, from “I don’t even want” to page 22, “a wedding gift!”
	· Prompt students to Think-Pair-Share:

· “Why do you think the author included this story about Lucia, Anja, and Vladek? What does it reveal about Vladek’s character?” (This story reveals that Vladek was once young, attractive, and in control. He was practical and pragmatic, even self-centered, but he also cared a lot about Anja, Art’s mother, and worked hard to ensure that he could be with her. He tells this story while pedaling on his bike. Both stories show how persistent Vladek is, as he perseveres and shows agency to get the things he wants.)


Culminating Task
	Excerpt of Text
	Questions and Directions

	Read page 23 from “But this what I just” to page 23, “Okay, okay—I promise.”
	· Draw students’ attention to the culminating task and prompt them to read and complete questions 1 and 2. 


Close Reading: Maus I, Pages 11–23
Note-Catcher
RL.8.1, RL.8.3, RL.8.4

(Answers for Teacher Reference)
Directions: Fill in the tone of Vladek’s dialogue and what this reveals about his character. (RL.8.1, RL.8.3, RL.8.4)

Match the tone with the dialogue:
A. matter of fact, straightforward, and to the point
B. confident, proud
	Dialogue
	Tone
	What does this reveal about Vladek’s character?

	Page 13, panel 5: “People always told me I looked just like Rudolph Valentino.”
	confident, proud
	Vladek was once young, handsome, maybe even powerful. Now he’s not, but he shows agency and keeps trying to help himself be healthy.

	Page 14, panel 5: “I like to keep things in order.”
	matter of fact, to the point
	Vladek is practical and likes to be in control.


Directions: Answer the following questions.

9. On page 16, panels 4 and 5, what does Vladek’s statement, below, reveal about his character? (RL.8.3)

“I had to quit school at about 14 to work . . . but I took private lessons . . . I always dreamed of going to America.”

a. He is a quitter who gives up easily.

b. He is a dreamer and is unrealistic.

c. He is a hard worker and is ambitious.
d. He is unintelligent and poorly educated.

10. On page 17, panel 5, Vladek says, “Looks aren’t everything.”

Part A
What is his tone? (RL.8.4)

a. sarcastic

b. shallow

c. earnest
d. frustrated

Part B
What does this reveal about his character? (RL.8.3)

e. He is mean and unfair toward Anja.

f. He is dishonest and is stringing Mala along.

g. He is caring and genuinely loves Anja.
h. He is impatient and dislikes Mala.

11. What incident provokes Vladek to marry Anja on page 19, panels 3–6? (RL.8.3)

a. Vladek realizes that Anja’s pills are not for any serious sickness.
b. Vladek realizes that Anja is sickly and needs his love and support.

c. Vladek realizes that Anja’s family is wealthy and will help support him.

d. Vladek realizes that Anja and he have a lot in common, like being tidy.

12. Vladek uses the expression “Ach!” on page 20, panel 1. How does this phrase impact the tone of his statement? (RL.8.4)

a. It creates a frustrated tone.
b. It creates an angry tone.

c. It creates a bored tone.

d. It creates an exhausted tone.

Close Reading: Maus I, Pages 11–23
Note-Catcher
RL.8.1, RL.8.3, RL.8.4

Name:
Date:

Directions: Fill in the tone of Vladek’s dialogue and what this reveals about his character. (RL.8.1, RL.8.3, RL.8.4)

	Dialogue
	Tone
	What does this reveal about Vladek’s character?

	Page 13, panel 5: “People always told me I looked just like Rudolph Valentino.”
	
	

	Page 14, panel 5: “I like to keep things in order.”
	
	


Directions: Answer the following questions.

13. On page 16, panels 4 and 5, what does Vladek’s statement, below, reveal about his character? (RL.8.3)

“I had to quit school at about 14 to work . . . but I took private lessons . . . I always dreamed of going to America.”

a. He is a quitter who gives up easily.

b. He is a dreamer and is unrealistic.

c. He is a hard worker and is ambitious.

d. He is unintelligent and poorly educated.

14. On page 17, panel 5, Vladek says, “Looks aren’t everything.”

Part A
What is his tone? (RL.8.4)

a. sarcastic

b. shallow

c. earnest

d. frustrated

Part B
What does this reveal about his character? (RL.8.3)

e. He is mean and unfair toward Anja.

f. He is dishonest and is stringing Mala along.

g. He is caring and genuinely loves Anja.

h. He is impatient and dislikes Mala.

15. What incident provokes Vladek to marry Anja on page 19, panels 3–6? (RL.8.3)

a. Vladek realizes that Anja’s pills are not for any serious sickness.

b. Vladek realizes that Anja is sickly and needs his love and support.

c. Vladek realizes that Anja’s family is wealthy and will help support him.

d. Vladek realizes that Anja and he have a lot in common, like being tidy.

16. Vladek uses the expression “Ach!” on page 20, panel 1. How does this phrase impact the tone of his statement? (RL.8.4)

a. It creates a frustrated tone.

b. It creates an angry tone.

c. It creates a bored tone.

d. It creates an exhausted tone.

Close Reading: Maus I, Pages 11–23 
Note-Catcher

RL.8.1, RL.8.3, RL.8.4

Name:
Date:


Directions: Fill in the tone of Vladek’s dialogue and what this reveals about his character. (RL.8.1, RL.8.3, RL.8.4)

Match the tone with the dialogue:

A. matter of fact, straightforward, and to the point

B. confident, proud

	Dialogue
	Tone
	What does this reveal about Vladek’s character?

	Page 12, panel 5: “People always told me I looked just like Rudolph Valentino.”
	
	

	Page 14, panel 5: “I like to keep things in order.”
	
	


Directions: Answer the following questions.

17. On page 16, panels 4 and 5, what does Vladek’s statement, below, reveal about his character? (RL.8.3)
“I had to quit school at about 14 to work . . . but I took private lessons . . . I always dreamed of going to America.”
a. He is a quitter who gives up easily.
b. He is a dreamer and is unrealistic.
c. He is a hard worker and is ambitious.
d. He is unintelligent and poorly educated.
18. On page 17, panel 5, Vladek says, “Looks aren’t everything.”
Part A
What is his tone? (RL.8.4)
a. sarcastic
b. shallow
c. earnest
d. frustrated
Part B

What does this reveal about his character? (RL.8.3)
e. He is mean and unfair toward Anja.
f. He is dishonest and is stringing Mala along.
g. He is caring and genuinely loves Anja.
h. He is impatient and dislikes Mala.
19. What incident provokes Vladek to marry Anja on page 19, panels 3–6? (RL.8.3)
a. Vladek realizes that Anja’s pills are not for any serious sickness.
b. Vladek realizes that Anja is sickly and needs his love and support.
c. Vladek realizes that Anja’s family is wealthy and will help support him.
d. Vladek realizes that Anja and he have a lot in common, like being tidy.
20. Vladek uses the expression “Ach!” on page 20, panel 1. How does this phrase impact the tone of his statement? (RL.8.4)
a. It creates a frustrated tone.
b. It creates an angry tone.
c. It creates a bored tone.
d. It creates an exhausted tone.
Close Reading Culminating Task: Maus I, 
Pages 11–23
RL.8.1, RL.8.3, RL.8.4

(Example for Teacher Reference)
Directions: After the close read, answer the following questions.

21. How would you describe the tone the author’s words create on page 23, panels 5 and 6, when Vladek says: “But this isn’t so proper, so respectful . . . I can tell you other stories but such private things, I don’t want you should mention.” What does this reveal about Vladek’s character? What evidence makes you think so? (RL.8.1, RL.8.3, RL.8.4)

In your response, be sure to include 

· a description of the tone that Vladek’s statement creates,

· evidence from the text that supports your description of Vladek’s tone, and

· an explanation of what the statement reveals about Vladek’s character.

Vladek’s statement creates a tone of privacy and respectfulness. Instead of being cold towards Lucia, Vladek is asking Art to keep her story private. The beginning of the statement, “this isn’t so proper” makes it clear that Vladek is trying to do what is right and avoid any disrespect. The ellipses show a hesitance and thoughtfulness in Vladek’s words. This reserved tone reveals that Vladek is a private and thoughtful character.

Close Reading Culminating Task: Maus I, 
Pages 11–23
RL.8.1, RL.8.3, RL.8.4

Name:
Date:

Directions: After the close read, answer the following questions.

22. How would you describe the tone the author’s words create on page 23, panels 5 and 6, when Vladek says: “But this isn’t so proper, so respectful . . . I can tell you other stories but such private things, I don’t want you should mention.” What does this reveal about Vladek’s character? What evidence makes you think so? (RL.8.1, RL.8.3, RL.8.4)

In your response, be sure to include 

· a description of the tone that Vladek’s statement creates,

· evidence from the text that supports your description of Vladek’s tone, and

· an explanation of what the statement reveals about Vladek’s character.

Gist, Plot, Character, and Emerging Theme
Anchor Chart
RL.8.2, RL.8.3, RL.8.5

(Example for Teacher Reference)
Directions: After reading each chapter of Maus I, track the gist, key aspects of the plot, and notes on the themes that are emerging within the text.

	Chapter 1 Gist: Vladek tells his son, Art, how he chose to marry Art’s mother.

	Key Plot Elements

Art goes to visit his father, who has aged after two heart attacks and his wife’s suicide.
Vladek pedals on his on his bicycle while talking to Art, to keep his heart healthy.
Art wants his father to tell his story of the Holocaust.
Vladek tells of how he had a girlfriend before Art’s mother but decided he wanted to marry Anja after meeting her and investigating her family and eligibility.
Vladek worked hard to convince Anja she should marry him, and she did.
Vladek does not want Art to tell the story he explained about Lucia, his first girlfriend.
	Character Development and Analysis

Vladek was once young, handsome, maybe even powerful. Now he’s not, but he shows agency and keeps trying to help himself be healthy and stay alive.
Vladek is practical and likes to be in control.
Vladek is a hard worker and is ambitious.
Vladek is caring and genuinely loves Anja and cares about his family.


	Chapter 2 Gist: The Nazi party murders Jews and starts a war.

	Key Plot Elements

Anja passes communist documents, and the police come looking for her. 
Anja has a mental breakdown after having her first child.
Vladek takes her to a sanitarium to get medical treatment. 
The Nazis are killing Jewish people and spreading anti-Semitic messages.
The war begins, and Vladek is drafted.
	Character Development and Analysis

Vladek shows agency, decides how to take care of himself medically.
Vladek cares a lot about Anja, makes an effort to make her laugh to keep her spirits up to make sure she gets well—here, his sense of agency shows up as him making the decision to help Anja get well.


	Chapter 3 Gist: Vladek is drafted in the war and becomes a Nazi prisoner of war.

	Key Plot Elements

Vladek’s father starves him to prevent him from meeting weight requirements for the draft. It works, but he is eventually drafted in the war against the Germans. 
Nazis capture Vladek. He starves and freezes at a prisoner camp. 
Vladek volunteers to work for a German company to live in better conditions. 
After some months pass, Vladek is able to disguise himself as a Polish man and get back to his family.
	Character Development and Analysis

Vladek shows agency, bathing in cold water, doing gymnastics, praying—now, agency shows up as a deep will to survive.
Volunteering for the German labor camp also shows strong will to survive—he has made a choice when given one to help himself survive.
He will do anything to get back to his family—this shows how much he cares about them, also how resourceful he is in figuring out how to do it—and agency here (acting in his own interest) shows up as a deep will to survive and to get back to his family.
Perseverance—Vladek does not give up.

	Emerging Themes

Perseverance, agency, the will to survive, and family ties:

•
Humans have an amazing ability to persevere through extremely challenging events and oppression.
•
Humans care about having their family stay alive and stay together.
Remembering:

•
Humans tell stories of a painful past so that others can learn about history.


	Chapter 4 Gist: Jewish people hide but are ultimately sent to Auschwitz, a concentration camp where Nazis gas Jews to death.

	Key Plot Elements

Vladek finds different schemes to earn money and keep the Nazis from taking him to a camp. 
Vladek uses money, his friendships, and connections to remain alive and protect his family. 
Vladek considers sending his son Richieu to live with strangers to keep him alive. 
Jews are hanged in the street for giving cloth to Jews without coupons. 
Elderly people are sent to death camps. 
The Jewish people are terrified, and Vladek is trying to stay alive.
	Character Development and Analysis

Vladek is resourceful and will do anything to keep his family alive and safe.
Vladek wants to keep his family together but also wants to do what is best to keep his son alive.
Anja wants to keep her family together at all costs.

	Emerging Themes

Perseverance, agency, persistence, and family ties:

•
Humans are faced with difficult decisions when their lives are at risk. 
•
Humans make difficult choices in order to persevere and try to keep themselves and their families alive.


	Chapter 5 Gist: Vladek uses money and connections to hide from the Gestapo and stay alive.

	Key Plot Elements

Vladek discovers a comic Art created years ago about his mother’s suicide. 
Vladek gets emotional about those memories, but continues to tell Art his Holocaust stories. 
Vladek uses jewelry he saved to pay influential people to hide him and Anja from the Gestapo and get him jobs to keep him alive. 
Thousands and thousands of Jews are being sent to Auschwitz to be killed and the ghettos of Poland are nearly empty. 
Vladek sends his first son, Richieu, to a safe place with a friend, but the Gestapo raid their ghetto. 
Caregiver poisons herself, Richieu, and the other children in her care so they won’t have to die in the gas chambers at Auschwitz. 
Vladek and Anja keep losing friends and family, but they find a bunker to hide in as they starve with other Jewish friends. 
Vladek shows Art the valuables he hid during the Holocaust and managed to retrieve when the war was over. He tells Art he wants him to have his valuables after he dies.
	Character Development and Analysis

Vladek is deeply sad and despairing about the death of his late wife, Anja—he cared for his family and worked very hard to keep them alive, but in the end lost a son and a wife.
Anja was unable to bear the pain of what she experienced during the Holocaust.
Vladek believes it is important to share his story of the Holocaust with his son, even though it pains him to remember.
Vladek showed agency in making multiple difficult choices to try to keep himself and his family alive.
Richieu’s caregiver chose her own death rather than waiting for the Nazis.
Vladek and Anja persevere through extremely harsh conditions while going into hiding.

	Emerging Themes

Perseverance, agency, persistence, and family ties:

•
Humans make difficult choices in order to try to keep themselves and their families alive.
•
There is a deep human will to survive and preserve.
Remembering:

•
Reflecting on the past can be painful. 
•
The effects of the Holocaust are complicated, painful, and long lasting.
•
Humans tell stories of a painful past so that others can learn about history and learn not to repeat it.


	Chapter 6 Gist: Vladek pays Polish friends to hide him and Anja, but the Gestapo capture them and take them to Auschwitz.

	Key Plot Elements

Vladek pays a Polish woman to hide in her barn, then another Polish woman to hide in her cellar. 
Vladek and Anja risk their lives while these Polish women risk their own safety by hiding Jews in their home. 
In the cellar, Vladek and Anja are starving, cold, and living amongst rats. 
They meet smugglers who take Jews to Hungary to escape the war. 
Vladek pays them to smuggle them over to Hungary, but the smugglers turn them in to the Gestapo instead. 
Vladek and Anja are taken to Auschwitz. 
Art asks Vladek about his mother’s diaries that she wrote throughout the war and after. Vladek reveals that he burned all of her books because he was depressed over losing her. Art is furious with his father.
	Character Development and Analysis

Some people risked their lives to protect Jews during the Holocaust.
Vladek and Anja made many difficult choices in the face of oppression in order to stay alive and stay together.
Vladek and Anja survived terrible conditions.
Anja’s spirit was incredibly damaged by the terrifying events she experienced during the Holocaust.
It is very difficult for Valdek to remember his painful past and the memory of Anja.
Art feels like a part of his mother was destroyed when Vladek destroyed her diaries.

	Most Prominent Themes

23. There is a deep human will to persevere, to keep oneself and one’s family alive, in the face of oppression.
24. It is important to remember a painful past in order to educate future generations.


Gist, Plot, Character, and Emerging Theme
Anchor Chart
RL.8.2, RL.8.3, RL.8.5

Directions: After reading each chapter of Maus I, track the gist, key aspects of the plot, and notes on the themes that are emerging within the text.

	Chapter 1 Gist:



	Key Plot Elements


	Character Development and Analysis




	Chapter 2 Gist:



	Key Plot Elements


	Character Development and Analysis




	Chapter 3 Gist: 



	Key Plot Elements


	Character Development and Analysis



	Emerging Themes

Perseverance, agency, the will to survive, and family ties:
Remembering:




	Chapter 4 Gist: 



	Key Plot Elements


	Character Development and Analysis



	Emerging Themes

Perseverance, agency, persistence, and family ties:




	Chapter 5 Gist: 



	Key Plot Elements


	Character Development and Analysis



	Emerging Themes

Perseverance, agency, persistence, and family ties:
Remembering:




	Chapter 6 Gist:



	Key Plot Elements


	Character Development and Analysis



	Most Prominent Themes

1. 

2. 


5-Minute Mini Language Dive Guide

RL.8.4, L.8.1b, L.8.3a

(For Teacher Reference)

Sentence

My mother’s suicide and his two heart attacks had taken their toll. (from page 11 of Maus I by Art Spiegelman)

Lesson 4 Placement 

Lead this Mini Language Dive after the Close Read in Work Time A.

Rationale

· Daily Learning Target and Focus Standards: The sentence helps students to address the daily learning target (I can analyze how specific word choices impact meaning and tone) and RL.8.4 by presenting an opportunity for students to determine the figurative meaning of an idiom. This sentence also helps students to address L.8.1b and L.8.3a by providing an opportunity for students to analyze the form of a verb in the active voice used to achieve the effect of emphasizing the agent carrying out the action in the sentence.

· Supporting Standards: RL.8.3, L.8.4.

· Language Structure: This sentence is compelling because it uses a verb in active voice with the purpose of drawing attention to the agency of the subject (My mother’s suicide and his two heart attacks).

· Transfer: subject + verb used in Part I selected response questions and summary writing on the End of Unit 1 Assessment and in future writing tasks.

Key

Underline

Deconstruct

· Display and read aloud the sentence: My mother’s suicide and his two heart attacks had taken their toll.

· Ask:

“What is this sentence about/What is the gist of this sentence/What is the central idea of this sentence?” (Responses will vary. Encourage and acknowledge all responses.)
· Read aloud the focus structure: had taken their toll. 

· Underline had taken in red, and invite students to do the same on their note-catcher. 
· Ask:

“Is this verb written in active or passive voice? How do you know?” (This is a past perfect verb written in active voice. We know this because it does not follow the passive voice construction of be + verb + -en/-ed.)
“What is the direct object of the verb had taken?” (Their toll.)
· Ask:

“An idiom is a phrase or expression that has a different figurative meaning than the literal meanings of the words within it. Take a toll or take their toll is an idiom.”
“Have you ever heard the idiom take a toll or take their toll before? What does it mean?” 
(To cause negative impact over time through repeated and ongoing struggles or challenges.)
“What other idioms do you know?” (Responses will vary. As necessary, offer examples that students might be familiar with: piece of cake, kill two birds with one stone, cost an arm and a leg, on the ball, cut corners, the best of both worlds.)
Reconstruct

· Read aloud the entire sentence on display: My mother’s suicide and his two heart attacks had taken their toll. 

· Ask: 

“How would Vladek’s wife’s suicide and having two heart attacks take a toll on Vladek?” (Responses will vary. Encourage and acknowledge all replies. Consider suggesting that these were likely physically and emotionally difficult experience for Vladek, and he might be tired and discouraged.)
“Can you figure out why the writer used active voice in this sentence?” (To emphasize the specific things that took a toll on Vladek.)
· Display the sentence in passive voice:

Their toll had been taken by my mother’s suicide and his two heart attacks.

· Ask:

“What happens when we write this sentence in passive voice?” (It no longer makes sense because the direct object their toll is part of the idiom had taken their toll. When we write a sentence in passive voice, the sentence starts with an object of the verb. The figurative meaning of idioms comes from a group of words used together, so when don’t split them up because the meaning changes.)
· Ask:

“Now what do you think is the meaning of this sentence?” (Responses will vary.)
“How does the Language Dive add to your understanding of the daily learning target: 
‘I can analyze how specific word choices impact meaning and tone’?” (Responses will vary.)
Practice

· Display the sentence frame:

My mother’s suicide and his two heart attacks had caused suffering.


.

object + verb + by + subject = sentence in passive voice

· Ask:

“Use this sentence frame to change the sentence provided from active to passive voice.”
· As time allows, follow up with a discussion of the difference in effects achieved in each sentence. (In active voice, the focus is on the subject [the cause of the suffering]. When the sentence is rewritten in passive voice, the emphasis changes to the object [suffering].)

· Possible student answers:

Writing a summary is a piece of cake.

(subject + verb + idiom = idiomatic statement in active voice)

5-Minute Mini Language Dive Note-Catcher

Name:
Date:


Lesson 4

RL.8.4, L.8.1b, L.8.3a

Sentence

My mother’s suicide and his two heart attacks had taken their toll. (from page 11 of Maus I by Art Spiegelman)
Practice

object + verb + by + subject = sentence in passive voice

Lesson 6

RL.8.4, L.8.1b, L.8.3a

Sentence

Housing and abundant food will be supplied. (from page 54, panel 7 of Maus I by Art Spiegelman)
Practice

German workers will be replaced by prisoners of war.
subject + future tense verb + object 
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