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	Folklore of Latin America
	Grade 8: Module 1: Unit 3: Lesson 1



Entrance Ticket: Unit 3, Lesson 1
RL.8.4, L.8.4a

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: As you enter class, answer the following questions.

Read this sentence from page 335 of Summer of the Mariposas: 

“I wrote Summer of the Mariposas with the intention of showcasing both our modern and ancient mitos y leyendas by juxtaposing them against one of the greatest stories ever told, 
The Odyssey.”

What does juxtaposing mean? What strategy did you use to determine the meaning of the word?
Answers will vary, but will be along the lines of juxtaposing means “placing different things side by side to compare or contrast them for an interesting effect.” Students may reference using different strategies to determine the meaning of the word, such as using context clues, rereading, using resources, etc.
Entrance Ticket: Unit 3, Lesson 1
RL.8.4, L.8.4a

Name:
Date:


Directions: As you enter class, answer the following questions.

Read this sentence from page 335 of Summer of the Mariposas: 

“I wrote Summer of the Mariposas with the intention of showcasing both our modern and ancient mitos y leyendas by juxtaposing them against one of the greatest stories ever told, 
The Odyssey.”

What does juxtaposing mean? What strategy did you use to determine the meaning of the word?

Close Reading Guide: 
Summer of the Mariposas, Author’s Note 
RI.8.1, RI.8.2

(For Teacher Reference)

Purpose and Notes
· The purpose of this close read is for students to determine the central idea of the author’s note in Summer of the Mariposas and identify how the central idea is developed in the excerpt. Students will use this information to write a summary as part of the closing of the lesson within which this close read is built. 

· Although there is a lot of challenging vocabulary in this text, this close read focuses only on words needed to understand how the central idea is conveyed. Support with definitions of additional words as needed for basic comprehension.

· The vocabulary questions in this close read have been designed to reinforce the strategies introduced in previous lessons and prepare students for their mid-unit assessment. Encourage students to make these connections and to use a wide range of strategies to understand key words and phrases.

· There is no note-catcher for this close read; rather, students answer two multiple choice questions on the Culminating Task recording form. 

· Students will answer the questions in predetermined triads.

· Continue to use discussion protocols (e.g., Think-Pair-Share, Conversation Cues, and total participation techniques) to engage all students in collaborative discussion about the text.

Entire Excerpt
	Excerpt of Text
	Questions and Directions

	Entire Excerpt
	· Read the whole text aloud as students read along silently in their heads. Invite students to Turn and Talk with a partner and then cold-call students to share out: “What is this text about?” 

· Distribute the Synopsis: Summer of the Mariposas Author’s Note as needed.

· Explain that now you will look closely at sections of the text in order to better understand how the central idea is conveyed. 


Page 335
	Excerpt of Text
	Questions and Directions

	Page 335
	· Briefly explain that they will be looking more closely at some sections of the excerpt in order to determine the central idea. If necessary, remind students that central idea is the main point(s) the author wants the reader to know and take away from reading the text.

· Explain that just like when determining theme, in order to determine central idea, readers need to pay careful attention to the author’s main ideas and how they connect to one another and build and develop to give the reader a sense of a larger central idea. Tell students that they are going to reread portions of this text to better understand the author’s overall main point.


Page 335
	Excerpt of Text
	Questions and Directions

	Read from “I have always been fascinated . . .” to “. . . one of the greatest stories ever told, The Odyssey.” 
	· Read the first excerpt.

· Ask: “What do you think mitos y leyendas means?” (myths and legends) 

· Remind students of the question they responded to on index cards as they entered the classroom: What does juxtaposing mean? (to place two things close together for contrasting effects)

· Tell students that The Odyssey is an ancient Greek story of the hero Odysseus’ ten-year struggle to return home after a war.

· Ask: “From this excerpt, what do we learn about why the author wanted to write this novel? What evidence from the text tells you this?” (She wanted to reimagine extraordinary Aztec myths and legends by telling a great tale.) 

· Ask: “What is the main idea of this excerpt of text?” (The main idea of this excerpt is that McCall wrote the novel in order to highlight modern and ancient myths and legends of Mexico.)

· Invite students to write this main idea on a sticky note and to stick it next to the excerpt in the novel.


Page 335
	Excerpt of Text
	Questions and Directions

	Read from “People ask me why . . .” to “show her in a positive light.” 
	· Read the second excerpt.

· Ask: “Based on context, what do you think the word maligned means?” (spoken about in a spiteful or critical way) “What words in the text helped you figure out what maligned means?” (horrible, much feared; wanted to show her in a positive light)

· Ask: “What do we learn about why the author wanted to write this novel?” (She wanted to show a more positive telling of La Llorona.)

· Ask: “What is the main idea of this excerpt of text?” (The main idea of this excerpt is that McCall wrote the novel in order to reimagine La Llorona in a positive light.)

· Invite students to write this main idea on a sticky note and to stick it next to the excerpt in the novel.


Page 336
	Excerpt of Text
	Questions and Directions

	Read from “I think of La Llorona . . .” to “drowned them in the river to spite Cortés.” 
	· Read the third excerpt.

· Ask: “Based on this passage, who was Hernán Cortés?” (He defeated the indigenous tribes native to Mexico and founded Mexico with Malintzin’s assistance.)

· Ask: “Why is Malintzin/La Llorona disliked? What evidence in the text helps you understand why Malintzin/La Llorona is disliked?” (She is said to have been a traitor to the indigenous people of Mexico and is also said to have drowned her own children.)

· Ask: “How does McCall feel about Malintzin/La Llorona? What evidence helped you understand this?” (McCall feels differently about Malintzin/La Llorona, “I feel sorry for her,” “misunderstood.”) Invite students to jot down this gist note next to the paragraph using sticky notes or writing directly in the margins.

· Ask: “What do we learn about why the author wanted to write this novel?” (We learn that the author wanted to write the novel because she believed that the character of Malintzin/La Llorona is misunderstood and misrepresented, and she wanted to retell this tale from another angle.)

· Ask: “What is the main idea of this excerpt of text?” (The main idea is that McCall wrote the novel in order to retell La Llorona’s tale from a new perspective.)

· Invite students to write this main idea on a sticky note and to stick it next to the excerpt in the novel.


Pages 336–337
	Excerpt of Text
	Questions and Directions

	Read from “Somehow, I find it too abhorrent . . .” to “. . . because she was so detested.” 
	· Read the fourth excerpt.

· Ask: “What do you think abhorrent means?” (inspiring disgust or loathing) “What words or phrases helped you understand this?” (“any mother,” “I’d like to believe that something else happened,” “villainize,” “so detested”)

· Ask: “Why does McCall feel that Malintzin/La Llorona could never have drowned her children? (She thinks that a mother would never do that and she must be innocent if she spent centuries in pain looking for her children.)

· Ask: “What do we learn about why the author wanted to write this novel?” (The author wanted to write this novel because she thinks that a mother would never do what La Llorona does in the original telling of her story.)

· Ask: “What is the main idea of this excerpt of text?” (The main idea is that McCall wrote this novel in order to reimagine La Llorona as a mother who would not drown her own children.)

· Invite students to write this main idea on a sticky note and to stick it next to the excerpt in the novel.


Page 337

	Excerpt of Text
	Questions and Directions

	Read from “However, by presenting Malintzin . . .” to the end
	· Read the fifth excerpt of text.

· Ask: “What do you think redeem means?” (to compensate for the faults or bad aspects of something, to regain or repossess it) “What words or phrases helped you understand this?” (“Tell ‘her side’ of the story”; “A mother’s love is pure”; “We all deserve a chance to make things right.”)

· Ask: “How do McCall’s changes to the myth redeem La Llorona?” (McCall changes the La Llorona myth to say that the drowning of her children was an accident, not a murder, and that La Llorona deeply regrets failing her children—so much so that she punishes herself by protecting all children of Aztec bloodline. This purity of heart and kindness toward all children allows La Llorona to be redeemed—and she is even reunited with her children as a constellation in the sky!)

· Ask: “What theme is McCall trying to convey through her modernization of La Llorona? How do you know?” (McCall wants to convey that being kind and pure of heart can lead to a fuller, more meaningful life—and can even lead to redemption! This is why McCall rewrote La Llorona, giving her a second chance to be pure and loving. “A mother’s love is pure, not selfish or malignant”; “As parents, we all make mistakes and we all deserve a chance to make things right”; “I wanted to celebrate the extraordinary bond between children and their mamas. Mothers are very important”; “Mothers are for love.”) Invite students to jot down this gist note next to the paragraph using sticky notes or writing directly in the margins.

· Ask: “What do we learn about why the author wanted to write this novel?” (The author wanted to write this novel in order to reimagine La Llorona as kind and pure of heart in order to convey the theme that this leads to a fuller, more meaningful life and can bring redemption.)

· Ask: “What is the main idea of this excerpt of text?” (The main idea is that McCall wrote the novel in order to reimagine La Llorona to emphasize a theme that kindness and purity of heart can lead to a full and meaningful life—and even to redemption.)

· Invite students to write this main idea on a sticky note and to stick it next to the excerpt in the novel.


Close Reading Culminating Task: 
Summer of the Mariposas, Author’s Note
RI.8.1, RI.8.2

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Carefully read and answer the questions below.

1. Which of the following is the central idea of this text? 
a. The knowledge and wisdom of the Aztecs was extraordinary and their myths and legends should be remembered.

b. McCall wrote the novel in order to highlight modern and ancient myths and legends of Mexico and to reimagine La Llorona to emphasize a theme that a mother’s love is, in fact, pure.
c. The bond between mothers and their children is extraordinary and mothers are very important.

d. McCall wrote the novel in order to reveal to the world that La Llorona was, in fact, a pure historical figure who did not murder her own children; she was a loving mother and should be remembered fondly.

2. Choose the two sentences in the text that best introduce the central idea and copy them below:
“I wrote Summer of the Mariposas with the intention of showcasing both our modern and ancient mitos and leyendas by juxtaposing them against one of the greatest stories ever told, The Odyssey.” (page 335) 

“Above all else, I wrote this story because I wanted to celebrate the extraordinary bond between children and their mamas.” (page 337)
3. How has the author developed this central idea over the course of the text? 
a. By explaining why she chose to modernize La Llorona in contrast with how she is usually depicted and explaining the theme emphasized through this modernization.
b. By explaining the story of Malintzin and emphasizing what we know about her historical figure in contrast with the stories that have been told and the way in which she has become associated with La Llorona.

c. By explaining how all parents make mistakes and it is important that the are able to tell their own stories and get a second chance, like Mama does in the story.

d. By explaining the beauty and power of Aztec culture and the need for modern writers to retell and reimagine ancient myths and legends.
Close Reading Culminating Task: 
Summer of the Mariposas, Author’s Note
RI.8.1, RI.8.2

Name:
Date:


Directions: Carefully read and answer the questions below.

4. Which of the following is the central idea of this text? 
a. The knowledge and wisdom of the Aztecs was extraordinary and their myths and legends should be remembered.

b. McCall wrote the novel in order to highlight modern and ancient myths and legends of Mexico and to reimagine La Llorona to emphasize a theme that a mother’s love is, in fact, pure.

c. The bond between mothers and their children is extraordinary and mothers are very important.

d. McCall wrote the novel in order to reveal to the world that La Llorona was, in fact, a pure historical figure who did not murder her own children; she was a loving mother and should be remembered fondly.

5. Choose the two sentences in the text that best introduce the central idea and copy them below:
How has the author developed this central idea over the course of the text? 
a. By explaining why she chose to modernize La Llorona in contrast with how she is usually depicted and explaining the theme emphasized through this modernization.

b. By explaining the story of Malintzin and emphasizing what we know about her historical figure in contrast with the stories that have been told and the way in which she has become associated with La Llorona.

c. By explaining how all parents make mistakes and it is important that the are able to tell their own stories and get a second chance, like Mama does in the story.

d. By explaining the beauty and power of Aztec culture and the need for modern writers to retell and reimagine ancient myths and legends.

Synopsis: Summer of the Mariposas, 
Author’s Note
RL.8.1, RL.8.2

Name:
Date:


· Guadalupe Garcia McCall wanted to write a story about her ancestors, the Aztecs, because she has always been fascinated by them, and she wanted to highlight modern and ancient Aztec myths and legends.

· McCall wanted to show La Llorona in a new way, as a more compassionate character, because she believes her story has been misrepresented at times, in history.

· The main reason McCall wrote this story is to celebrate the connection that mothers and their children have.
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