	Module Title
	Grade X: Module X: Unit X: Lesson X


	Plastic Pollution
	Grade 7: Module 4: Unit 1: Lesson 4



Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 4

SL.7.3

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: As you enter class, respond to the following prompts.

Today you will analyze a short clip from the documentary A Plastic Ocean and focus on a claim the narrator makes. Recall your work with arguments in previous modules. Write down below what you remember about the definitions for the argument terms.  
argument:

an assertion or opinion and its supporting points, evidence, and reasoning

claim:

a statement of opinion that can be proven or disproven with evidence and reasoning

point:

an important idea or reason used to support a claim

evidence:

information such as examples, data, facts, quotes, etc., that support an idea

reasoning:

explanations of why a claim is true, including how the evidence proves the claim

relevance:

related to the claim being made

sufficiency:

being enough or adequate

soundness:

having a solid base; making sense

How do we use these terms to analyze arguments? How do you think these terms will apply in analyzing a video?

We use these terms to judge whether an argument someone makes is supported. In a video, people might use evidence such as images or interviews to support their claims.
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Analyze A Plastic Ocean (36:50–40:35) 
Note-Catcher

RI.7.7, SL.7.2, SL.7.3

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Part I

Directions: Use this chart to analyze the clip from A Plastic Ocean. Use the box labelled “Common Techniques in a Video” as a reference for your analysis.

	Common Techniques in a Video (for reference)

specific images, video, maps, graphics, narration, interviews, music

	Main Ideas:

Nurdles polluted the environment.
People came to help.

	Techniques Used to Support Ideas in the Clip:

images of nurdles on the beach and in the ocean, voiceover, music, text to introduce the speakers and places, graphics to show where the pollution happened

	Zoom in on an Excerpt:

TRANSCRIPT: CRAIG: Six containers full of nurdles. All of them broke up in the storm and disgorged most of their plastic bags into the sea. The vast majority broke open, and the contents spilled out. Run them through your fingers there.

TRACEY: Just plastic pellets everywhere. It looked like snow on the beach. (37:18–37:56)

How do the techniques in the video add to the meaning of the transcript and help develop ideas?

The video does a good job of showing what the spilled plastic looks like as well as the damage it does. The first part of the video contains no narration, just images of dead fish and shots of the nurdles polluting the environment. These images give a vivid picture of the destructive effects of nurdles.


Part II

Directions: In the boxes below, record the evidence and reasoning the speaker uses to support the given claim. If a claim has multiple pieces of supporting evidence and reasoning, record them all in the boxes below the claim. Then evaluate whether the evidence is relevant and sufficient and the reasoning is sound, and underline YES or NO in the right-hand column.

	Claim
	“Once you let people know what the problem is people have their own ideas and can contribute their own ingenuity to help solve the problem.”

	Evidence
	The person saying the claim supports it through the examples of people helping clean the beaches. To solve the problem, the two people who organized the groups online as well as those they recruited came and helped clean the beaches. Also, the film shows people in the background using a rolling filter, which may have been created to help clean the beaches.
	Is the evidence sufficient?

YES

NO
Is the evidence relevant?

YES

NO

	Reasoning
	The speaker is reasoning that all these examples show that if we tell people about a problem, they will help solve it. As someone in the film says, “The people of Hong Kong realized the severity of the problem, and just came out in their masses to help.” From this statement, the viewer can reason that something similar could happen in other places.
	Is the reasoning sound?

YES

NO


Who is making the claim, and why? How does this affect your evaluation of the claim?

The narrator of the movie is making the claim to support the idea that plastic pollution should be reduced. We know he believes this because he helped make the movie. However, the examples still show that people will help once they understand the problem.
Evaluate the overall argument in this part of the film. Is the evidence sufficient and relevant? Is the reasoning sound? How do the speaker’s viewpoints influence the strength of the argument?

The claim is that people will help once they know the problem. The evidence is relevant because it relates to the topic. The evidence is sufficient because it shows how, in Hong Kong, once people knew about the nurdles spill, they came to help. The reasoning is sound because the speakers show the connection between telling people about the problem and those people coming to help. The speakers are likely biased because they believe people should help. However, the argument is still strong because the evidence and reasoning support the claim that people will help when they are made aware of the problem.
Part III

Directions: Answer the following questions to demonstrate your understanding of the video clip.

1. Reread this excerpt from the transcript and answer the question that follows.

We put a call to action out on Facebook: Go to your local beach, this is what you’re looking for. These are the bags, these are the pellets.

What idea or claim in the clip does the footage of the man at the computer develop? (RI.7.7)

a. The plastic problem is overwhelming.

b. It is impossible to filter plastic out of the oceans.

c. Recycling is the best way to reduce plastic pollution.

d. People will help address the plastic problem if asked.
2. Read the excerpt from the transcript and answer the question below.

CRAIG: On the neighboring Lamma Island, they found tons of this stuff that had come ashore. It seems the company that made the nurdles has unwittingly put their signature on them—Sinopec, a giant Chinese oil company that makes nurdles for distribution worldwide. (37:59–38:11)

What technique is used to show the information in this excerpt from the transcript? (RI.7.7)

a. images of the nurdles and a bag they came in
b. graphics explaining what nurdles are composed of

c. interviews with excerpts about the shipping of nurdles

d. text over the video to explain the process of making nurdles

Source: Transcribed from A Plastic Ocean. Directed by Craig Leeson. Brainstorm Media, 2017. Used by permission of A Plastic Ocean Foundation.

Analyze A Plastic Ocean (36:50–40:35) 
Note-Catcher

RI.7.7, SL.7.2, SL.7.3

Name:
Date:


Part I

Directions: Use this chart to analyze the clip from A Plastic Ocean. Use the box labelled “Common Techniques in a Video” as a reference for your analysis.

	Common Techniques in a Video (for reference)

specific images, video, maps, graphics, narration, interviews, music

	Main Ideas:



	Techniques Used to Support Ideas in the Clip:



	Zoom in on an Excerpt:

TRANSCRIPT: CRAIG: Six containers full of nurdles. All of them broke up in the storm and disgorged most of their plastic bags into the sea. The vast majority broke open, and the contents spilled out. Run them through your fingers there.

TRACEY: Just plastic pellets everywhere. It looked like snow on the beach. (37:18–37:56)

How do the techniques in the video add to the meaning of the transcript and help develop ideas?




Part II

Directions: In the boxes below, record the evidence and reasoning the speaker uses to support the given claim. If a claim has multiple pieces of supporting evidence and reasoning, record them all in the boxes below the claim. Then evaluate whether the evidence is relevant and sufficient and the reasoning is sound, and underline YES or NO in the right-hand column.

	Claim
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	Is the evidence sufficient?

YES

NO
Is the evidence relevant?

YES

NO



	Reasoning


	
	Is the reasoning sound?

YES

NO




Who is making the claim, and why? How does this affect your evaluation of the claim?

Evaluate the overall argument in this part of the film. Is the evidence sufficient and relevant? Is the reasoning sound? How do the speaker’s viewpoints influence the strength of the argument?

Part III

Directions: Answer the following questions to demonstrate your understanding of the video clip.

3. Reread this excerpt from the transcript and answer the question that follows.

We put a call to action out on Facebook: Go to your local beach, this is what you’re looking for. These are the bags, these are the pellets.

What idea or claim in the clip does the footage of the man at the computer develop? (RI.7.7)

a. The plastic problem is overwhelming.

b. It is impossible to filter plastic out of the oceans.

c. Recycling is the best way to reduce plastic pollution.

d. People will help address the plastic problem if asked.
4. Read the excerpt from the transcript and answer the question below.

CRAIG: On the neighboring Lamma Island, they found tons of this stuff that had come ashore. It seems the company that made the nurdles has unwittingly put their signature on them—Sinopec, a giant Chinese oil company that makes nurdles for distribution worldwide. (37:59–38:11)

What technique is used to show the information in this excerpt from the transcript? (RI.7.7)

a. images of the nurdles and a bag they came in

b. graphics explaining what nurdles are composed of

c. interviews with excerpts about the shipping of nurdles

d. text over the video to explain the process of making nurdles

Source: Transcribed from A Plastic Ocean. Directed by Craig Leeson. Brainstorm Media, 2017. Used by permission of A Plastic Ocean Foundation.
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	Common Techniques in a Video (for reference)

specific images, video, maps, graphics, narration, interviews, music

	Main Ideas:



	Techniques Used to Support Ideas in the Clip:



	Zoom in on an Excerpt:

TRANSCRIPT: CRAIG: Six containers full of nurdles. All of them broke up in the storm and disgorged most of their plastic bags into the sea. The vast majority broke open, and the contents spilled out. Run them through your fingers there.

TRACEY: Just plastic pellets everywhere. It looked like snow on the beach. (37:18–37:56)

How do the techniques in the video add to the meaning of the transcript and help develop ideas?

The video does a good job of showing

The first part of the video contains

These images give




Part II

Directions: In the boxes below, record the evidence and reasoning the speaker uses to support the given claim. If a claim has multiple pieces of supporting evidence and reasoning, record them all in the boxes below the claim. Then evaluate whether the evidence is relevant and sufficient and the reasoning is sound, and underline YES or NO in the right-hand column.

	Claim
	“Once you let people know what the problem is people have their own ideas and can contribute their own ingenuity to help solve the problem.”

	Evidence


	The person saying the claim supports it through

To solve the problem,

Also, the film shows
	Is the evidence sufficient?

YES

NO

Is the evidence relevant?

YES

NO



	Reasoning
	The speaker is reasoning that

As someone in the film says

From this statement, the viewer can reason that
	Is the reasoning sound?

YES

NO




Who is making the claim, and why? How does this affect your evaluation of the claim?


The narrator of the movie is making the claim to support the idea that


We know he believes this because


However, the examples still show that

Evaluate the overall argument in this part of the film. Is the evidence sufficient and relevant? Is the reasoning sound? How do the speaker’s viewpoints influence the strength of the argument?


The claim is that


The evidence is relevant because


The evidence is sufficient because


The reasoning is sound because


The speakers are likely biased because


However, the argument is still strong because

Part III

Directions: Answer the following questions to demonstrate your understanding of the video clip.

5. Reread this excerpt from the transcript and answer the question that follows.

We put a call to action out on Facebook: Go to your local beach, this is what you’re looking for. These are the bags, these are the pellets.

What idea or claim in the clip does the footage of the man at the computer develop? (RI.7.7)

a. The plastic problem is overwhelming.

b. It is impossible to filter plastic out of the oceans.

c. Recycling is the best way to reduce plastic pollution.

d. People will help address the plastic problem if asked.

6. Read the excerpt from the transcript and answer the question below.

CRAIG: On the neighboring Lamma Island, they found tons of this stuff that had come ashore. It seems the company that made the nurdles has unwittingly put their signature on them—Sinopec, a giant Chinese oil company that makes nurdles for distribution worldwide. (37:59–38:11)

What technique is used to show the information in this excerpt from the transcript? (RI.7.7)

a. images of the nurdles and a bag they came in

b. graphics explaining what nurdles are composed of

c. interviews with excerpts about the shipping of nurdles

d. text over the video to explain the process of making nurdles

Source: Transcribed from A Plastic Ocean. Directed by Craig Leeson. Brainstorm Media, 2017. Used by permission of A Plastic Ocean Foundation.
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