	Module Title
	Grade X: Module X: Unit X: Lesson X


	The Harlem Renaissance
	Grade 7: Module 3: Unit 2: Lesson 2



Entrance Ticket: Unit 2, Lesson 2
RL.7.4
(Example for Teacher Reference)
Directions: As you enter class, read the following quote from the story “His Motto,” which you will read today. Then, respond to the prompt below the quote. 

“I WILL STUDY AND MAKE READY, AND MAYBE MY CHANCE WILL COME.”

What does this quote mean to you? What does it suggest about the story you’ll be reading today?

Answers will vary, but may include: This quote means that it is important to be prepared for when your opportunity comes. It suggests that the story has a character who works hard waiting for an opportunity to arrive.
Source: Dixon, Lottie Burell. “His Motto.” The Upward Path. Ed. Myron T. Pritchard and Mary White Covington. Harcourt, Brace, and Howe, 1920. Project Gutenberg. Web.
Entrance Ticket: Unit 2, Lesson 2
RL.7.4
Name:
Date:


Directions: As you enter class, read the following quote from the story “His Motto,” which you will read today. Then, respond to the prompt below the quote. 

“I WILL STUDY AND MAKE READY, AND MAYBE MY CHANCE WILL COME.”

What does this quote mean to you? What does it suggest about the story you’ll be reading today?

Source: Dixon, Lottie Burell. “His Motto.” The Upward Path. Ed. Myron T. Pritchard and Mary White Covington. Harcourt, Brace, and Howe, 1920. Project Gutenberg. Web.

Close Reading Guide: “His Motto,” Part I
RL.7.3, RL.7.6
(For Teacher Reference)
Purpose and Notes

· The purpose of this close read is for students to trace the way the author introduces the setting, characters, and plot and how they interact in the text. It also establishes contrasting points of view of characters about the same situation.

· In this close read, students will focus only on the selected sections of the text, which are related to how the setting, characters, and plot interact in the text.

· For the sake of time, first, read aloud the text. 

· After the text is read aloud, students reread portions of the text as they answer text-dependent questions. 

· A note-catcher along with text-dependent questions provide an opportunity for students to analyze how the author introduces the story elements and establishes contrasting points of view of characters about the same situation.

· Continue to use discussion protocols (e.g., Think-Pair-Share, Conversation Cues, and total participation techniques) to engage all students in collaborative discussion about the text.

Excerpt 1

	Excerpt of Text
	Questions and Directions

	Read from “But I can’t leave my business affairs and go off on a fishing trip now” to “I thought I might possibly get your message to New York through him.”
	· Before reading the first half of “His Motto” aloud for students, read and discuss the editorial note at the beginning of the story. Allow time for students to explain or ask questions about the telegraph and the setting of Maine.

· Explain that although the story starts in New York, they can focus on the primary setting of Maine for their note-catchers. Invite students to add “Early 1900s Maine” to the setting box of their Story Elements: “His Motto,” Part I note-catcher.

· Provide students with the following vocabulary: prognostications (predictions based on current signs or symptoms) Amalgamated Copper (a large mining company from this time). Encourage students to add prognostications to their vocabulary logs.

· Read aloud the first half of “His Motto” as students read along silently. Invite students to Turn and Talk in a triad, and then cold-call students to share out: “What is this story about so far?” (A businessman is on a fishing trip and receives an important message on the telegraph. He wants to make a reply, but the telegraph line is down. There is a boy who can help him send his message with a wireless telegraph, but the businessman is prejudiced against him because the boy is black. He agrees to go with the boy anyway.)

· Confirm for students that they will be reading a story where one of the main characters acts in a prejudiced way toward another. In this excerpt, Durmont will show “unconcealed prejudice” toward Hilton because of his race, while Hilton remains polite and helpful. Watching this dynamic unfold may cause painful feelings and raise questions for students. Give voice to these students’ concerns by encouraging them to speak about how this power dynamic has played out through history and how students continue to witness and experience prejudice today. As students continue to read and finish the story in the next lesson, provide an understanding of the historical context of the story, while confirming for them that Durmont’s actions near the end of the story should not be seen as negating the harm of his own racism or the prejudices that continue to exist today. Explain that now you will examine the story by looking closely at the different scenes in the text to better understand how the author introduces the setting, characters, and plot and how all the elements work together to make the story itself. Finally, focus on one scene to examine how the author develops and contrasts points of view.


Excerpt 2

	Excerpt of Text
	Questions and Directions

	Reread from “But I can’t leave my business affairs and go off on a fishing trip now” to “to keep his mental and physical balance.”
	· Explain to students that they are going to analyze this first scene together to understand who is talking, what the characters are doing, and what they are like. Tell them that although the author doesn’t say who is speaking in the dialogue, they will be able to figure it out from context clues.
· Tell students that a specialist, one of the characters described in the second paragraph, is a kind of doctor. Ask students to Turn and Talk in triads to answer the question: “What does the author say the specialist has ‘tricked’ John Durmont into doing?” (The author says Durmont has been tricked into a “confession of physical bankruptcy.”) 

· Ask if students are familiar with the word bankruptcy. Confirm the definition that bankruptcy means not having enough money to pay one’s debts. Ask a student volunteer: “What does it mean that Durmont has made a ‘confession of physical bankruptcy’?” (He is saying that he is physically broken or exhausted, out of energy.) Explain the phrase “my prognostications as to your ultimate destination,” as meaning, the doctor’s predictions about how the stress of Durmont’s current life will lead to his death. Ask students: “What is the doctor’s suggestion for Durmont to deal with his ‘physical bankruptcy’?” (The doctor suggests that he go on a fishing trip to Maine.)

· Ask students: “Given these clues, who is speaking in the first line of the story? What can we guess about his profession?” (John Durmont is speaking. He is a businessman of some kind, as he says he “can’t leave” his “business affairs” to go on a trip.) Point out to students how the dialogue in the first section alternates between Durmont and the doctor. 

· Direct students’ attention to the Story Elements: “His Motto,” Part I note-
catcher. Tell students that they will fill out the relevant sections in this note-
catcher today. Ask students to label one of the character boxes “John Durmont” and another “Durmont’s Doctor.” Ask students to add what they 
know so far about Durmont and the doctor to this section of the note-catcher.

· Ask students to Turn and Talk about the questions: “Where does Durmont end up at the end of this section? How does he feel about it?” (He ends up “deep in the Maine woods.” He is surprised that he “found he liked it.”) Point out to students how the description of the new setting suggests that it will play an important role in the story.

· Invite students to Turn and Talk about the questions in the “Scene 1 Interactions” box on their note-catchers, and add their answers to this box.

· Ask students: “How does the detail that Durmont wanted to be ‘within reach of a telegraph wire’ develop his character?” (It shows that he seems to be a very committed businessman. Even though he was going away, he still wanted to be able to receive messages.)


Excerpt 2 (cont.)

	Excerpt of Text
	Questions and Directions

	
	· Direct students’ attention back to the Story Elements: “His Motto,” Part I note-catcher. Ask students to add any new information to the character box for Dumont. “What do we know about him so far? What does he want? 
Where is he going?” Circulate and support students as they fill out their note-catchers.


Excerpt 3
	Excerpt of Text
	Questions and Directions

	Reread from “Returning to the gaily painted frame building” to “‘Lineman’s paid to look up trouble; I’m not,’ was the surly answer.”
	· Confirm for students that for this section they will analyze the interactions between characters, setting, and plot for Scene 2, which takes place near the hotel and inside the telegraph room.

· Ask students to draw on the background knowledge discussed at the beginning of the close-read in order to paraphrase the sentence “he met the youthful operator from the near-by station looking for him with a message.” Ask: “What is happening here? Who is the operator? What kind of message does he have?” (The sentence means he met the telegraph worker, who had a message for him. The “operator” is a telegraph operator. He must have a telegraph message for John Durmont.)

· Ask students to reread this sentence: “A complicated situation had arisen in Amalgamated Copper, and an immediate answer was needed.” Then ask: “What does this tell us about the message Durmont received? How does Durmont respond to this message?” (The message seems urgent, as it involved a “complicated” situation and needs an “immediate answer.” Durmont walks back to the office and tells them to “rush the answer.”)

· Reread the following sentence: “The tall lank youth, whose every movement was a protest against being hurried, dragged himself over to the telegraph key.” Ask: “How does this description develop the character of the youth?” (It shows that he doesn’t really want to help with sending the message but does so anyway.)

· Turn and Talk with your triad partners about the context clues you can use to discern what it means that the wire was “open.” (It means it is not working.)

· Reread the final sentence of the section: “‘Lineman’s paid to look up trouble; I’m not,’ was the surly answer.”

· Ask: “What is the youth’s attitude about the line not working?” (The youth says it is not his job to help him.) “What does this show about his character?” (It shows that he seems to want to only do the minimum for his job and is not interested in helping Durmont more than he needs to.)

· Invite students to add the “youth” to the character section of their note-catcher and a description of the character.

· Direct students’ attention to their Story Elements: “His Motto,” Part I note-catcher, and ask them to work in triads to answer only question 1 in the box labeled “Scene 2 Interactions.” Ask for student volunteers to share out, then inform students that they will return to this question.


Excerpt 4

	Excerpt of Text
	Questions and Directions

	Reread from “Durmont was furious, but what he was about to say was cut off” to

“I thought I might possibly get your message to New York through him.”
	· Remind students that colored was an adjective used to describe black Americans, which is no longer used. Tell students that later in the story the boy will be introduced as Robert Hilton, so they will refer to him by this name as they discuss the story. Ask students to record “Robert Hilton” in a character box on their note-catchers.

· Ask: “What is Durmont’s initial reaction to Hilton’s offer to help with the message?” (He is sarcastic and asks Hilton if he is going to bring the message “in an ox team.”) “Why does Durmont turn to the operator to ask his question?” (Because he is prejudiced against Hilton and does not think he is capable because he is young and black.) “How does the description of Hilton and his response to Durmont develop his character and contrast him with Durmont?” (Hilton is described as quiet, while Durmont is described as having “thundered” at the youth in the telegraph office. Durmont reacts to Hilton in a prejudiced way, but Hilton maintains his confidence and answers him coolly: “I can send it by wireless, if that is sufficiently quick.”) Invite students to add this information to the “Character” and “Description” sections for Hilton on the note-catcher. 

· Ask: “What happens at the end of this excerpt?” (Durmont goes with Hilton to send his message on the wireless.) Remind students that the setting is Maine, and there is only one telegraph line nearby. “How do these facts about the setting influence what happens in the plot?” (Because Durmont needs to send the message and there is only one line, he is forced to go with the Hilton.)

· Invite students to work in triads to answer questions 2 and 3 in the “Scene 2 Interactions” box on their Story Elements: “His Motto,” Part I note-catcher.

· Review with students the plot, setting, and characters in the notes they’ve taken so far. Now tell students that they will focus on this scene in the telegraph room in order to examine point of view more closely, looking for evidence about how the author develops each character’s different point of view about Hilton’s offer to help with the wireless.


Culminating Task
	Excerpt of Text
	Questions and Directions

	
	· Remind students of their work identifying and describing points of view in Module 1. Remind students that point of view is how a character views a certain situation or event. Characters’ points of view will differ, depending on their experiences, habits, and values. Tell students that they should look for dialogue and description that help establish the point of view of each character and how it develops.

· Direct students’ attention to the “Zoom In” section on their note-catchers. Ask students to work in triads, assigning one of the characters to each: the youth, Durmont, or Hilton, to each member of the group. Ask each member of the group to identify their character’s point of view on Hilton’s offer to help. Ask students to consider: “What does this character think of Hilton’s offer? How does my character react to Hilton’s offer to help? What dialogue or description helps the reader understand my character’s point of view?” Instruct students to identify phrases from the text that help describe the points of view each character takes of this situation. Remind students to look for dialogue as well as descriptions of the character to gather evidence for the points of view for each character.

· Ask for student volunteers from different groups to share their responses about the characters’ points of view about Hilton’s offer to help.


Source: Dixon, Lottie Burell. “His Motto.” The Upward Path. Ed. Myron T. Pritchard and Mary White Covington. Harcourt, Brace, and Howe, 1920. Project Gutenberg. Web.

Story Elements: “His Motto,” Part I
Note-Catcher
RL.7.3, RL.7.6
(Example for Teacher Reference)
Setting

	What is the setting?

	early 1900s Maine: rural fishing spot, the hotel near the fishing spot


Characters

	What is the name of each character mentioned in the scene? What do we know about them? How are they described? How do they interact with the other characters? What does that reveal about their own character?

	Character
	John Durmont

	Description
	wealthy businessman, looking to get away but still be connected to business

	Character
	Specialist

	Description
	concerned about Durmont’s health, wants him to take a vacation

	Character
	Youth in office

	Description
	works the telegraph wire, reluctant to help out or check wire

	Character
	Robert Hilton

	Description
	fifteen years old, inventor, described as having a quiet voice, confident in his own abilities
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Scene 1 Interactions

	Who is speaking in this section? What do they say to each other? How does their conversation influence the plot?

	The people speaking are Durmont and his doctor. The doctor says that Durmont should go on vacation because he is worried that Durmont will die if he doesn’t take a vacation. Their conversation influences the plot because Durmont takes his advice and travels to Maine.
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Scene 2 Interactions

	What is the plot so far? What is the youth’s reaction to Durmont’s situation?

	So far, John Durmont needs to send an important message, but the telegraph youth isn’t helpful and says the line is broken. The youth reacts to Durmont’s situation by being “surly” and refusing to try anything to improve the telegraph.

	What is Durmont’s reaction to Hilton’s offer? How does Hilton influence the plot?

	Durmont reacts to Hilton’s offer by being sarcastic and asking Hilton if he is going to bring the message “in an ox team.” He seems to be prejudiced against Hilton because he is black. Hilton’s offer affects the plot because Durmont, despite his prejudice, agrees to come with him to deliver the message.

	Why is the setting important to the plot?

	The setting is important because it means that Durmont must find another way of sending the message, since he is in a remote area with few options to communicate.
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Zoom in on Point of View: Scene 2 (Telegraph Room)

	What is each character’s point of view about Hilton’s offer to help during the conversation in the telegraph room? How does the author develop each point of view (dialogue, description, etc.)?

	Character: Durmont
	Durmont’s point of view of Hilton’s offer to help is that he is doubtful that Hilton can help. He is prejudiced toward Hilton because of his race.
Durmont’s point of view is developed by dialogue and description. For example:
“It would be hard to estimate the exact amount of respect, mingled with surprise, with which the city man now looked at the boy whose information he had evidently doubted till confirmed by the white boy.”
“Suppose you’ve got some kind of tom-fool contraption that will take half a day to get a message into the next village.”
“And Durmont really tried to keep the emphasis off the ‘you.’”

	Character: Lanky Youth
	The youth’s point of view of Durmont’s situation is that he doesn’t want to do more than he needs, suggests Hilton can help. He is perhaps enjoying Durmont’s discomfort.
The youth’s point of view is developed by dialogue and description. For example:
“‘He owns one, you’ll have to do business with him on that,’ said the youth with a grin at Durmont’s unconcealed prejudice.”

	Character: Hilton
	Hilton’s point of view of his own offer to help is that he is confident in his own capabilities, willing to help Durmont in spite of his prejudiced reaction.
Hilton’s point of view is developed by dialogue. For example:
“I can send it by wireless, if that is sufficiently quick.”
“I brought down this wireless book if you want to look it over, it’s better worth reading than that stuff you have there.”
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Continued on Story Elements: “His Motto,” Part II Note-Catcher

Source: Dixon, Lottie Burell. “His Motto.” The Upward Path. Ed. Myron T. Pritchard and Mary White Covington. Harcourt, Brace, and Howe, 1920. Project Gutenberg. Web.

Story Elements: “His Motto,” Part I Note-Catcher
RL.7.3, RL.7.6
Name:
Date:


Setting

	What is the setting?

	


Characters

	What is the name of each character mentioned in the scene? What do we know about them? How are they described? How do they interact with the other characters? What does that reveal about their own character?

	Character


	

	Description
	

	Character


	

	Description


	

	Character
	

	Description


	

	Character


	

	Description
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Scene 1 Interactions
	Who is speaking in this section? What do they say to each other? How does their conversation influence the plot?
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Scene 2 Interactions
	What is the plot so far? What is the youth’s reaction to Durmont’s situation?

	

	What is Durmont’s reaction to Hilton’s offer? How does Hilton influence the plot?

	

	Why is the setting important to the plot?
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Zoom in on Point of View: Scene 2 (Telegraph Room)
	What is each character’s point of view about Hilton’s offer to help during the conversation in the telegraph room? How does the author develop each point of view (dialogue, description, etc.)?

	Character: Durmont


	

	Character: Lanky Youth


	

	Character: Hilton
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Continued on Story Elements: “His Motto,” Part II Note-Catcher

Story Elements: “His Motto,” Part I Note-Catcher
RL.7.3, RL.7.6
Name:
Date:

Setting
	What is the setting?

	


Characters

	What is the name of each character mentioned in the scene? What do we know about them? How are they described? How do they interact with the other characters? What does that reveal about their own character?

	Character


	

	Description


	

	Character
	

	Description


	

	Character

	

	Description


	

	Character
	

	Description
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Scene 1 Interactions

	Who is speaking in this section? What do they say to each other? How does their conversation influence the plot?

	The people speaking are
The doctor says that Durmont should
Their conversation influences the plot because
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Scene 2 Interactions

	What is the plot so far? What is the youth’s reaction to Durmont’s situation?

	So far,
The youth reacts to Durmont’s situation by



	What is Durmont’s reaction to Hilton’s offer? How does Hilton influence the plot?

	Durmont reacts to Hilton’s offer by
Hilton’s offer affects the plot because



	Why is the setting important to the plot?

	The setting is important because
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Zoom in on Point of View: Scene 2 (Telegraph Room)

	What is each character’s point of view about Hilton’s offer to help during the conversation in the telegraph room? How does the author develop each point of view (dialogue, description, etc.)?

	Character: Durmont
	Durmont’s point of view of Hilton’s offer to help is
Durmont’s point of view is developed by
For example:



	Character: Lanky Youth


	The youth’s point of view of Durmont’s situation is
The youth’s point of view is developed by
For example:



	Character: Hilton


	Hilton’s point of view of his own offer to help is
Hilton’s point of view is developed by
For example:
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Continued on Story Elements: “His Motto,” Part II Note-Catcher

Harlem Renaissance Themes Anchor Chart
RL.7.1, RL.7.2
(Example for Teacher Reference)
How has the author developed a theme?
Directions: Identify a theme you have seen represented multiple times in the work so far. Collect evidence of that theme below.

	Title and Synopsis of Work

What is the form of the work (poem, song, story, artwork)? What is the gist of the work? What is it mainly about?

	“His Motto” is a story about a businessman who must deliver an important message while on vacation. The regular telegraph is broken, so he is forced to try to send the message by wireless, with the help of a boy named Robert Hilton. Though the businessman doubts him at first, he comes to see his value after he successfully sends the message.

	Theme

(a statement—not one word; may be revised as evidence grows)

	It is important to work hard even if others don’t believe in you. You shouldn’t judge others by appearances. It is important to believe in yourself. If you work hard and believe in yourself, opportunity will come.

	Evidence of Theme

Provide line, stanza, or page number or part of the artwork (foreground, background, top, right corner, etc.).

	

	How does the author or artist develop the theme? (For artwork, the theme may be communicated by different parts of the piece or the whole piece and may not develop over the course of the piece. However, details may add to or change the theme.)

	


Homework: Answer Questions: “His Motto,” Part I
Name:
Date:

Directions: Answer the questions below about the first half of the story “His Motto.”

1. Read the following excerpt, and answer the question below.

“The tall lank youth, whose every movement was a protest against being hurried, dragged himself over to the telegraph key.”

How does this description of the “youth” help establish the conflict between him and Durmont? (RL.7.3)

a. by exploring why the youth is afraid of Durmont

b. by explaining how the youth and Durmont first met

c. by conveying that the youth does not think the telegraph will work

d. by showing how the youth does not take Durmont’s problem seriously

2. Read the following excerpt, and answer the question below:

“And meanwhile, what do you suppose is going to happen to me?”

How does this dialogue help establish Durmont’s point of view? (RL.7.6)

a. by showing how he is focused on his problem

b. by showing that he is unfamiliar with how telegraphs work

c. by showing that he is worried what the youth thinks of him

d. by showing that he is hiding information from the other characters

3. Read the following excerpt, and answer the question below:

“And Durmont really tried to keep the emphasis off the ‘you.’”

What does this show about how Durmont’s point of view is developing? (RL.7.6)

a. He wants Hilton to think well of him.

b. He is still prejudiced against Hilton, but trying to hide it.

c. He trusts Hilton, but does not want to share his secret.

d. He wants Hilton to change his mind about the wireless.

4. Read the following excerpt, and answer the question below.

“He walked back to the office with the operator while pondering the answer, then having written it, handed it to the operator saying, ‘Tell them to rush answer.’”

What is the meaning of pondering in context? (RL.7.4, L.7.4)

a. arguing

b. examining

c. refusing

d. thinking

5. How does the setting affect the plot in the story? (RL.7.3)

a. Because it is unfamiliar, the characters are lost.

b. Because it is remote, Durmont must depend on Hilton.

c. Because it is small, the characters are all familiar with one another.

d. Because it is beautiful, Durmont is more relaxed about his message.

6. Write a brief response identifying a possible theme that is emerging in the text so far. Be sure to include evidence that suggests that this is an emerging theme. (RL.7.2)


A theme that is emerging so far is that



For example,



This shows that


Source: Dixon, Lottie Burell. “His Motto.” The Upward Path. Ed. Myron T. Pritchard and Mary White Covington. Harcourt, Brace, and Howe, 1920. 
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