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	The Harlem Renaissance
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Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 8
Name:
Date:


Directions: As you enter class, find a partner and discuss the synthesis questions you answered for homework, using the prompts below. Then review your responses to the homework with your partner.

What techniques did you use to answer the questions? How were they helpful?

Which question did you find most challenging? Why?

Analyze Poetry: “Calling Dreams” Note-Catcher
RL.7.2, RL.7.4, RL.7.5, L.7.5
(Example for Teacher Reference)
Poem Title and Author: “Calling Dreams” by Georgia Douglas Johnson
Directions: Read the poem. Then complete the steps below.

First Impressions

Turn and Talk with a partner: What is this poem about? How did the poem make you feel? What do you notice? What do you wonder?

Analysis

Reread the poem. With a partner, complete the chart below.

	Gist

How is the poem organized?

What is the gist of each section (line, couplet, or stanza) of the poem?

1st couplet – speaker wants dreams to come true
2nd couplet – dangerous fate cannot stop her
3rd couplet – she has been down
4th couplet – she is awakening and walking into morning

	Structure

How does structure (including rhyme and repetition) contribute to meaning?

The couplets each present a new idea, and the rhyme helps to show that the ideas go together and are related. Rhymes can show how an idea connects to another idea and create interesting or surprising connections. The couplets move in a direction from demand to triumph.
	Language

How does the language (including word choice and figurative language) in the poem influence meaning?

“Contraband . . . countermand” (both show the negative qualities of the forces that try and hold the speaker back) “heart against the ground . . . beat the dusty years” (shows how she was held down and struggled for “years”) “stride into the morning break” (shows a new beginning, waking up to a new morning)

	Theme

What is a theme of this poem?

With determination you can overcome obstacles and realize your dreams.


Putting It All Together

What is a theme of this poem? How does the author develop this theme?

Below, write a paragraph explaining how the poet uses structure and language to develop a theme. Be sure to introduce the poem, state the theme, and support your interpretation with specific references to the structure and the language in the text.

A theme of Georgia Douglas Johnson’s poem “Calling Dreams” is that with determination you can overcome obstacles and realize your dreams. The poet develops this theme through structure and language. The rhyming couplets show the speaker’s thoughts, desires, and actions as she moves from demanding her dreams to realizing them. She begins by stating her desire, then describes her difficulties, and finally states that she is going out to achieve her dreams. This develops the theme of the importance of following dreams as it shows how the author could find great meaning in her quest. The poet uses figurative language to describe the “dusty years” that the speaker was down on the “ground.” This shows the difficulty she faces. Next, the poet uses figurative language such as “stride into the morning break” to show that the speaker is rising into a new day and a new hope for achieving her dreams. Together the structure and language develop the theme that with determination you can realize your dreams.
Making Connections

What other poems, songs, or visual art pieces does this poem remind you of? What themes do they share? In what ways are they similar in structure or use of language? Capture your thinking below.

	Titles of Works (poems, songs, or visual art)
	Type of Connection (theme, structure, or language) and Explanation

	“Lift Every Voice and Sing”
	Both of these works develop the theme of remaining strong in the face of difficulty, and this poem does this as well. The speaker is determined to realize her dreams no matter what.
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Analyze Poetry: “Calling Dreams” Note-Catcher
RL.7.2, RL.7.4, RL.7.5, L.7.5
Name:
Date:


Poem Title and Author: 

___________________________________________________________________________

Directions: Read the poem. Then complete the steps below.

First Impressions

Turn and Talk with a partner: What is this poem about? How did the poem make you feel? What do you notice? What do you wonder?

Analysis

Reread the poem. With a partner, complete the chart below.

	Gist

How is the poem organized?

What is the gist of each section (line, couplet, or stanza) of the poem?



	Structure

How does structure (including rhyme and repetition) contribute to meaning?


	Language

How does the language (including word choice and figurative language) in the poem influence meaning?



	Theme

What is a theme of this poem?




Putting It All Together

What is a theme of this poem? How does the author develop this theme?

Below, write a paragraph explaining how the poet uses structure and language to develop a theme. Be sure to introduce the poem, state the theme, and support your interpretation with specific references to the structure and the language in the text.

Making Connections

What other poems, songs, or visual art pieces does this poem remind you of? What themes do they share? In what ways are they similar in structure or use of language? Capture your thinking below.

	Titles of Works (poems, songs, or visual art)
	Type of Connection (theme, structure, or language) and Explanation

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Techniques Anchor Chart
RL.7.7
(Example for Teacher Reference)
Literary Techniques

· structure

· repetition: writing or saying things over and over

· stanza: lines of poetry grouped together and usually separated by a space; often develop ideas, as paragraphs do in stories

· rhyming couplets: two lines that are paired together, with a rhyming word at the end; usually convey a thought
· figurative language

· metaphors: comparisons between two different things to explain something in a new and interesting way 

· allusions: indirect references to another work such as the Bible or mythical texts

· connotations: the “extra” meanings that surround words; used to create tone
Musical Techniques

· volume: amount of sound

· tone: the sound of words as they show a feeling

· tempo: the speed of music

· pitch: the high or low quality of a musical note

Visual Art Techniques

· use of light: how the artist uses light

· symbolism: expressing ideas with objects

Effects of Techniques

· add emphasis

· create mood or emotion

· develop theme

Harlem Renaissance Themes Anchor Chart
RL.7.1, RL.7.2
(Example for Teacher Reference)
How has the author developed a theme?

Directions: Identify a theme you have seen represented multiple times in the work so far. Collect evidence of that theme below.

	Title and Synopsis of Work

What is the form of the work (poem, song, story, artwork)? What is the gist of the work? What is it mainly about?

	The poem “Calling Dreams” is about how the speaker won’t let anything stand in her way of making her dreams come true.

	Theme

(a statement—not one word; may be revised as evidence grows)

	It is important to follow your dreams. With determination you can overcome obstacles.

	Evidence of Theme

Provide line, stanza, or page number or part of the artwork [foreground, background, top, right corner, etc.].

	The couplets each present a new idea, and the rhyme helps to show that the ideas go together and are related. Rhymes can show how an idea connects to another idea and create interesting or surprising connections. The couplets move in a direction from demand to triumph.

“Contraband . . . countermand” (3–4) — both show the negative qualities of the forces that try and hold the speaker back

“heart against the ground . . . beat the dusty years” (5–6) — shows how she was held down and struggled for “years”

“stride into the morning break” (8) — shows a new beginning, waking up to a new morning

	How does the author or artist develop the theme? (For artwork, the theme may be communicated by different parts of the piece or the whole piece and may not develop over the course of the piece. However, details may add to or change the theme.)

	The couplets show the author’s thoughts, desires, and actions as she moves from demanding her dreams to realizing them. She begins by stating her desire, then describes her difficulties, and finally states that she is going out to achieve her dreams. This develops the theme of the importance of following dreams as it shows how the author could find great meaning in her quest. The author uses figurative language to describe the “dusty years” that the speaker was down on the “ground.” This shows the difficulty she faces. Then, the author uses figurative language such as “stride into the morning break” to show that the speaker is rising into a new day and a new hope for achieving her dreams.


5-Minute Mini Language Dive Guide

RL.7.4, RL.7.5, SL.7.1, L.7.1a, L.7.5

(For Teacher Reference)

Sentence

And now, at length, I rise, I wake! (from the second couplet of “Calling Dreams” by Georgia Douglas Johnson)

Lesson 8 Placement 

Lead this Mini Language Dive after students read “Calling Dreams” and analyze its structure in Work Time A. 

Rationale

· Daily Learning Target and Focus Standards: The sentence helps students to address the daily learning target (I can analyze how the structure of “Calling Dreams” contributes to its meaning) and RL.7.4 and RL.7.5 by featuring punctuation that affects the sentence’s structure and distinguishes, highlights, and emphasizes events in the sentence. This sentence also helps students to address L.7.1a because it uses multiple phrases and clauses with distinct grammatical functions and L.7.5 because it features familiar verbs used for a figurative effect. Supporting standards: SL.7.1.

· Language Structure: This sentence is compelling because it has two independent clauses (I rise; I wake), whose meanings can be interpreted figuratively; it contains commas and an exclamation point that contribute to the meaning of the poem; and it features a stylistically literary prepositional phrase (at length) that functions as an adverb. 

· Transfer: Students apply their developing understanding of the poem to a Closing and Assessment activity that tracks its theme and to a homework assignment that asks synthesis questions about the poem.

Deconstruct

· Display and read aloud the sentence: And now, at length, I rise, I wake!
· Encourage students to practice reading the sentence aloud with their partners.

“What do you notice about the way this sentence sounds when it is read aloud? How does the punctuation guide your reading of the sentence?” (Responses may vary, but look for students to notice that the commas add pauses, which give the sentence a rhythmic effect. The exclamation point adds energy to the sentence.)

· Say:

“What is this sentence about?” (Responses may vary. Encourage and acknowledge all responses.)

· Read aloud the focus structure: I rise, I wake!
· Say:

“How many independent clauses are in this chunk? How do you know they are independent clauses?” (There are two independent clauses: I rise and I wake. They are independent because they contain a subject, a verb, and a complete thought.)

“In what contexts do we typically expect to encounter or use the verbs rise or wake?” (When we are talking about coming out of sleep.)

“Does this poem describe a person who was sleeping? What is the person in the poem doing or speaking about?” (The poem does not describe a sleeping person. The person in the poem is demanding that life give them the right to pursue his or her dreams.)

“How can we interpret the verbs rise and wake figuratively in this sentence?” (Responses may vary, but look for students to understand that rise and wake can be used to describe some sort of epiphany or awakening. The person in the poem is feeling a new sense of energy.)

Reconstruct

· Read aloud the entire sentence on display: And now, at length, I rise, I wake!
· Say: 

“What is the grammatical function of the phrase and now in this sentence? How do you know?” (It is functioning as an adverb because it is giving more information about when the actions of rising and waking happen.)

“What is the meaning of the phrase at length in this poem? What clues help you understand its meaning?” (At length means after a long period of time. Responses about clues may vary, but look for students to notice that length implies an amount of time or that the phrase resembles a more familiar expression, at last, which has a similar meaning.)

“What is the grammatical function of the phrase at length in this sentence? How do you know?” (It is functioning as an adverb because it is giving more information about how the actions of rising and waking take place.)

· If time allows, reinforce students’ understanding of the phrases and now and at length as adverbs by inviting students to substitute those phrases with other more familiar adverbs, like finally, happily, or at last.

· Say:

“How does the structure of these short clauses and phrases help to convey the way a person in this poem is feeling?” (Responses will vary, but look for students to notice that the person in the poem is feeling a new, galvanized sense of energy and determination. The short phrases and clauses, which are separated by pauses when read aloud, give the sentence a feeling of rhythmic energy.)

“Now what do you think is the meaning of this sentence?” (Responses will vary.)

“How does the Language Dive add to your understanding of the daily learning target: 
I can analyze how the structure of “Calling Dreams” contributes to its meaning?” (Responses will vary.)

Practice

· Display the sentence frame:

_________________, _________________, I _________________, I _________________!


adverb
adverb
verb
verb

· Say:

“Use this frame to describe something you imagine yourself doing. Be creative and use your own words.”

· If productive, provide students who need heavier support with adverb phrases to choose from to fill in the first two lines (e.g., and then; immediately; after waiting for a long time; with a smile).

· Possible student answers:

At once, without warning, I jump, I sing!
(adverb, adverb, independent clause, independent clause)
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