	Module Title
	Grade X: Module X: Unit X: Lesson X


	The Harlem Renaissance
	Grade 7: Module 3: Unit 1: Lessons 10–11



Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lessons 10–11
L.7.4
(Answers for Teacher Reference)
Directions: As you enter class, match the following words with the definitions by writing the corresponding letters on the lines. Use a dictionary as necessary.

A. wafting
B. loiter
C. sapphire
D. fiddle
E. fife
F. runes
B to stand around without apparent purpose

D a violin or similar instrument

F mysterious letters or symbols

A blowing lightly, as wind

C the color of a precious gemstone; bright or deep blue

E a small wind instrument that looks like a flute and has a high pitch; usually plays along with drums in marching music

Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lessons 10–11
L.7.4
Name:
Date:


Directions: As you enter class, match the following words with the definitions by writing the corresponding letters on the lines. Use a dictionary as necessary.

G. wafting
H. loiter
I. sapphire
J. fiddle
K. fife
L. runes
___ to stand around without apparent purpose

___ a violin or similar instrument

___ mysterious letters or symbols

___ blowing lightly, as wind

___ the color of a precious gemstone; bright or deep blue

___ a small wind instrument that looks like a flute and has a high pitch; usually plays along 
with drums in marching music

“I Shall Return”
RL.7.2, RL.7.4, RL.7.5, L.7.5
Name:
Date:


I Shall Return
by Claude McKay

I shall return again; I shall return 

To laugh and love and watch with wonder-eyes 

At golden noon the forest fires burn, 

Wafting their blue-black smoke to sapphire skies. 

I shall return to loiter by the streams 

That bathe the brown blades of the bending grasses, 

And realize once more my thousand dreams 

Of waters rushing down the mountain passes. 

I shall return to hear the fiddle and fife 

Of village dances, dear delicious tunes 

That stir the hidden depths of native life, 

Stray melodies of dim remembered runes. 

I shall return, I shall return again, 

To ease my mind of long, long years of pain.

McKay, Claude. “I Shall Return.” Harlem Shadows: The Poems of Claude McKay. Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1922. Internet Archive. Web. Public domain.

Track Progress: Read, Understand, 
and Explain New Text
Name:
Date:


Learning Target: I can independently read, understand, and explain the meaning of a new text.

Standards I’m Tracking: L.7.4, RL.7.1, RL.7.4, RL.7.10

Text Type (underline): Informative     Story     Poem     Play/Readers Theater

1. How am I doing?

· For each criterion, self-assess by putting a check mark in the appropriate column.

· Write the number of each standard on a sticky note or flag. Then, in your assessment materials, place each sticky note in an area that shows evidence you have met that criterion. This might be next to a selected response question or a short piece of writing. Make sure you have evidence for each criterion.

· Strive to be honest with yourself. Remember, your ability grows with your effort, so it’s fine if you aren’t there yet!

You will receive feedback on different colored sticky notes/flags, and in a different colored pen on the checklist.

	Standard
	Criteria for Reading, Understanding, and Explaining a New Text
	4

Advanced
	3

Proficient
	2

Developing
	1 

Beginning

	RI.7.1
	I support explanations and interpretations of the text with several pieces of evidence.
	
	
	
	

	RI.7.4, L.7.4
	I use a range of strategies to determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative, connotative and technical meanings.
	
	
	
	

	RI.7.10
	I read and understand Grade 7–level texts independently.
	
	
	
	


2. How have I improved since I last worked on this skill?

Teacher Response:

3. How can I improve next time?

Teacher Response:

Anchor Standards

R.1

By the end of Grade 12 I will be able to: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

R.4

By the end of Grade 12 I will be able to: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.

R.10

By the end of Grade 12 I will be able to: Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.

L.4

By the end of Grade 12 I will be able to: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate.

Analyze Poetry: “I Shall Return” Note-Catcher
RL.7.2, RL.7.4, RL.7.5, L.7.5
(Example for Teacher Reference)
Poem Title and Author: “I Shall Return” by Claude McKay
Directions: Read the poem. Then complete the steps below.

First Impressions

Turn and Talk with a partner: What is this poem about? How did the poem make you feel? What do you notice? What do you wonder?

Analysis

Reread the poem. With a partner, complete the chart below.

	Gist

How is the poem organized?

What is the gist of each section (line, couplet, or stanza) of the poem?

1st stanza – shall return to watch fires burn
2nd stanza – desire to return to see beauty of nature
3rd stanza – desire to return to see the celebrations of people
4th stanza – shall return to ease mind of years of pain

	Structure

How does structure (including rhyme and repetition) contribute to meaning?

The author begins the poem by repeating the same phrase, and this phrase also comes throughout the poem. Repeating the line helps the author state his wish to “return” and then give reasons why.
The author rhymes at the end of every-other line (“fife” and “life”) throughout the poem to draw connections between his memories and how they make him feel.
	Language

How does the language (including word choice and figurative language) in the poem influence meaning?

“Laugh and love and watch with wonder-eyes” (this shows the appreciation the author has for home); “bathe the brown blades,” “delicious tunes” (these phrases help to show the beauty of the author’s home); “stray melodies . . . dim remembered” (this talks about the author missing home and how his memories are fading)

	Theme

What is a theme of this poem?

Home holds a special meaning for people; memories are important; returning home can be joyful because his mind will be eased of “long, long years of pain.”


Making Connections

What other poems, songs, or visual art pieces does this poem remind you of? What themes do they share? In what ways are they similar in structure or use of language? Capture your thinking below.

	Titles of Works (poems, songs, or visual art)
	Type of Connection (theme, structure, or language) and Explanation

	African Phantasy: Awakening
	African Phantasy: Awakening seems to connect because it features elements of nature and what looks like people dancing or celebrating in nature. This shows the importance of nature, just as the poem does. Also, since Africa can represent a kind of homeland, the two pieces show a connection and celebration of the homeland.

	
	

	
	


Sources:  

McKay, Claude. “I Shall Return.” Harlem Shadows: The Poems of Claude McKay. Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1922. Internet Archive. Web. 

Reiss, Winold. African Phantasy: Awakening. 1925, Smithsonian American Art Museum, Washington, D.C.

Analyze Poetry: “I Shall Return” Note-Catcher
RL.7.2, RL.7.4, RL.7.5, L.7.5
Name:
Date:


Poem Title and Author: 

__________________________________________________________________________

Directions: Read the poem. Then complete the steps below.

First Impressions

Turn and Talk with a partner: What is this poem about? How did the poem make you feel? What do you notice? What do you wonder?

Analysis

Reread the poem. With a partner, complete the chart below.

	Gist

How is the poem organized?
What is the gist of each section (line, couplet, or stanza) of the poem?



	Structure

How does structure (including rhyme and repetition) contribute to meaning?


	Language

How does the language (including word choice and figurative language) in the poem influence meaning?



	Theme

What is a theme of this poem?




Making Connections

What other poems, songs, or visual art pieces does this poem remind you of? What themes do they share? In what ways are they similar in structure or use of language? Capture your thinking below.

	Titles of Works (poems, songs, or visual art)
	Type of Connection (theme, structure, or language) and Explanation

	
	

	
	

	
	


Meta Warrick Fuller’s Ethiopia Awakening
RL.7.2
Name:
Date:


[image: image1.png]



Meta Vaux Warrick Fuller. “Ethiopia.” Sculpture. c. 1921. Collection of the Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture, Gift of the Fuller Family. Smithsonian Learning Lab. Web. Public domain.

Note: Meta Vaux Warrick Fuller created multiple versions of this figure under titles such as “Ethiopia Awakening,” “The Awakening of Ethiopia,” and “Ethiopia.”

Harlem Renaissance Themes Anchor Chart
RL.7.1, RL.7.2
(Example for Teacher Reference)
How has the author developed a theme?

Directions: Identify a theme you have seen represented multiple times in the work so far. Collect evidence of that theme below.

	Title and Synopsis of Work

What is the form of the work (poem, song, story, artwork)? What is the gist of the work? What is it mainly about?

	The poem “I Shall Return” is about wanting to return to a beautiful home.

	Theme

(a statement—not one word; may be revised as evidence grows)

	Home holds a special meaning for people; memories are important; Returning home can be joyful because his mind will be eased of “long, long years of pain”

	Evidence of Theme

Provide line, stanza, or page number or part of the artwork (foreground, background, top, right corner, etc.).

	The author begins the poem by repeating the same phrase, and this phrase also comes throughout the poem. Repeating the line helps the author state his wish to “return” and then give reasons why.

The author rhymes at the end of every-other line (“fife” and “life”) throughout the poem to draw connections between his memories and how they make him feel.

“Laugh and love and watch with wonder-eyes,” (2) — this shows the appreciation the author has for home) 

“bathe the brown blades” (6), “delicious tunes” (10) — these phrases help to show the beauty of the author’s home)

“stray melodies . . . dim remembered” (12) — this talks about how the author missing home and his memories are fading and when he returns, his mind will be eased of “long, long years of pain” (14)

	How does the author or artist develop the theme? (For artwork, the theme may be communicated by different parts of the piece or the whole piece and may not develop over the course of the piece. However, details may add to or change the theme.)

	By describing the environment of home in beautiful ways, repeating the words “return” and “return again” to emphasize the importance of going back. The speaker describes elements of nature, including “sapphire skies” and “bending grasses.” Mentioning the pain of being away also contributes to the theme of returning home to ease one’s mind of “long, long years of pain.”


	Title and Synopsis of Work

What is the form of the work (poem, song, story, artwork)? What is the gist of the work? What is it mainly about?

	The statue  Ethiopia Awakening  shows a figure in African clothing; possibly even mummified legs; waking up.

	Theme

(a statement—not one word; may be revised as evidence grows)

	People rely on their histories and ancestors to rise up and gather strength.

	Evidence of Theme

Provide stanza or page number or part of the artwork [foreground, background, top, right corner, etc.].

	The mummy clothing shows the history and ancestry.

	How does the author or artist develop the theme? (For artwork, the theme may be communicated by different parts of the piece or the whole piece and may not develop over the course of the piece. However, details may add to or change the theme.)

	The fact that the figure is rising up and emerging from her history and ancestry shows how she gathers strength from her roots.

	Title and Synopsis of Work

What is the form of the work (poem, song, story, artwork)? What is the gist of the work? What is it mainly about?

	The painting African Phantasy: Awakening is about people dancing and praying. They are surrounded by images of nature.

	Theme

(a statement—not one word; may be revised as evidence grows)

	Shared history and connection to nature helps people rise up and gather strength.

	Evidence of Theme

Provide stanza or page number or part of the artwork [foreground, background, top, right corner, etc.].

	The “African” word connects to the nature and the image of the ancestors. The “phantasy” word connects to the imagination and ideas that are unseen. The “awakening” word connects to the idea of emerging and rising from this history.

	How does the author or artist develop the theme? (For artwork, the theme may be communicated by different parts of the piece or the whole piece and may not develop over the course of the piece. However, details may add to or change the theme.)

	The painting shows people who are dancing and praying in nature, suggesting that they are gathering strength or celebrating the world around them. The name of the painting suggests that the figures and the land are African, suggesting that the figures or artist and viewer are waking up from a dream of Africa, which adds to the theme the idea of connecting to a homeland.


Sources:

McKay, Claude. “I Shall Return.” Harlem Shadows: The Poems of Claude McKay. Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1922. Internet Archive. Web.

Techniques Anchor Chart
RL.7.7
(Example for Teacher Reference)
Literary Techniques

· structure

· repetition: writing or saying things over and over

· stanza: lines of poetry grouped together and usually separated by a space; often develop ideas, as paragraphs do in stories

· rhyming couplets: two lines that are paired together, with a rhyming word at the end; usually convey a thought

· figurative language

· metaphors: comparisons between two different things to explain something in a new and interesting way

· allusions: indirect references to another work such as the Bible or mythical texts

· connotations: the “extra” meanings that surround words; used to create tone

Musical Techniques

· volume: amount of sound

· tone: the sound of words as they show a feeling

· tempo: the speed of music

· pitch: the high or low quality of a musical note

Visual Art Techniques

· position of figures: where the artist places people

· movement of figures: how the figures seem to move

· use of light: how the artist uses light

· symbolism: expressing ideas with objects

· use of color: how the artist uses color
Effects of Techniques

· add emphasis

· create mood or emotion

· develop theme

Interactive Flowchart Directions
RL.7.2, RL.7.4, RL.7.5, L.7.5
4. Choose an Interactive Flowchart card. Read the card aloud (e.g., “The Negro Speaks of Rivers”).

5. Using an arrow card, connect this card to another Interactive Flowchart card by form, language, and/or theme, (e.g., “I Shall Return”).

6. Read the second card aloud.

7. Explain why the two Interactive Flowchart cards belong together, how one shows collaboration with the other by form, language, and/or theme. (E.g., “The Negro Speaks of Rivers” is connected to “I Shall Return” by the theme of the connection to nature and one’s past. In “The Negro Speaks of Rivers,” the speaker tells of being connected to all the ancient rivers that his African and black American ancestors worked and lived near, showing his connection to nature and his past. In “I Shall Return,” the speaker tells of wanting to go back home where there are “sapphire skies” and “bending grasses,” which shows his connection to a past home and to natural beauty.)

8. Another member of the group takes a turn by either:

· Adding a new arrow and another card anywhere on the “flowchart.”

· Verbally explaining a new connection between any of the cards already connected on the table.

· Writing a form (structure, repetition, rhyme), language technique (figurative, connotative), or theme from the poetry or artwork on an index card and then using an arrow to add it to the flowchart.

9. Take turns using the remaining Interactive Flowchart cards and continuing to explain the connections between them.

10. The activity ends when time is up or when all cards have been used and group members have explained all the connections they see.

Interactive Flowchart Cards and Arrows
RL.7.2, RL.7.4, RL.7.5, L.7.5
Teacher Directions: Cut these cards out in advance of the lesson. Provide one set of cards per triad of students.
	Langston Hughes, “The Negro Speaks of Rivers”
	Claude McKay, 
“I Shall Return”
	Shuffle Along
	Winold Reiss, African Phantasy
	Meta Warrick Fuller, Ethiopia Awakening

	Georgia Douglas Johnson, 
“Calling Dreams”
	Georgia Douglas Johnson, 
“Hope”
	James Weldon Johnson, “Lift Every Voice and Sing” poem and song
	Augusta Savage, The Harp or Lift Every Voice and Sing
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Homework: Read and Analyze McKay Biography
Name:
Date:

Directions: Read the short biography of Claude McKay in your Harlem Renaissance packet, and write one or two sentences to answer the questions below.

11. What positive and negative forces inspired McKay’s writing throughout his life? (RI.7.1, RI.7.2)


The positive forces that inspired McKay’s writing were



The negative forces that inspired McKay’s writing were


12. What was notable about McKay’s novel Home to Harlem? What was controversial about it? (RI.7.1, RI.7.2)


It was most notable that McKay’s novel was



McKay’s novel was controversial (caused disagreements) because


Copyright License
Except where otherwise noted, EL Education’s Language Arts Curriculum is published under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0) License. To view a copy of this license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
Licensed third party content noted as such in this curriculum is the property of the respective copyright owner. Responsibility for securing any necessary permissions as to such third party content rests with parties desiring to use such content. For example, certain third party content may not be reproduced or distributed (outside the scope of fair use) without additional permissions from the content owner and it is the responsibility of the person seeking to reproduce or distribute this curriculum to either secure those permissions or remove the applicable content before reproduction or distribution.
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