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Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 10

RI.7.4

(Answers for Teacher Reference)
Directions: As you enter class, read the following excerpt from Patient Zero, and answer the questions below.

“If people in New York heard that typhoid was running rampant in Oyster Bay, it could hurt the whole town. And he had four other houses to rent each summer. This mystery needed to be cleared up, quickly and discreetly” (74).

1. What is the meaning of discreetly as it used in the last sentence?

a. intensely

b. interestingly

c. thoroughly

d. quietly
2. What is the impact of using the word discreetly in the sentence?

a. It explains how the typhoid outbreak first started.

b. It emphasizes the need to keep the typhoid secret.
c. It shows how most people in New York reacted to typhoid.

d. It reveals why typhoid was isolated to certain parts of New York.

Source: Peters, Marilee. Patient Zero. Annick Press, 2021.
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“Typhoid in New York, 1906,” “A Shameful Disease,” and “Tracking the Suspect”

· Mrs. Warren, at a summer resort in Long Island, went to praise her cook, Mary Mallon, for the dessert Mary made, Peach Melba.

· Mrs. Warren wanted to keep Mary as their cook, in the fall.

· A few days later, Margaret, Mrs. Warren’s daughter, got sick.

· She had a headache, stomach cramps, a violent cough, and fever.

· Soon, a maid, the gardener, Mrs. Warren’s second daughter, and Mrs. Warren were all sick.

· More than half the household (people in the house) became sick and were diagnosed with typhoid fever.

· This was unthinkable, because they were wealthy. Typhoid was not thought of as a disease of the rich and privileged.

· George Soper was hired to investigate.

· Soper suspected the cook, Mary, who quit suddenly when the household became sick.

· Soper acted like a detective.

· Soper found out that Mary had also left suddenly after other households developed typhoid fever.

· She was connected to twenty-two cases of typhoid and one death.

· He suspected she was an “asymptomatic carrier”: she infected others without getting sick herself.

· A German bacteriologist, Dr. Robert Koch, discovered the first healthy carrier of typhoid at a bakery in Germany.

· Mary Mallon might have been the first healthy carrier in America.

· Soper found her in New York in the spring, when someone in another household got sick with typhoid.

· He found her in the kitchen and asked for samples of her urine, feces, and blood.

· She thought he was crazy and chased him out of her kitchen with a knife.

“The Doctor’s Plague”

· In 1847, Ignac Semmelweis, a Hungarian doctor, suspected that doctors were passing an infection called puerperal fever from woman to woman in labor and delivery.

· He tried having doctors wash their hands in a water-bleach mixture before delivering babies.

· The rate of puerperal fever dropped to less than two percent.

· He was fired for his ideas.

· Twenty years later, Louis Pasteur provided scientific proof (evidence) that microscopic organisms cause disease.

· In the 1880s, a British surgeon named Joseph Lister demonstrated that sterilizing surgical instruments (washing medical tools) helped patients.

· Doctors improved their cleanliness.

Solve Patient Zero, Chapter 4 Note-Catcher

RI.7.1, RI.7.3

(For Teacher Reference)

Use this note-catcher to keep track of reading done in preparation for a Socratic Seminar on the following prompt: How do the events and key individuals in this excerpt interact to change our ideas about disease?

Directions: As you fill out the chart, consider: How do the events and ideas surrounding epidemics affect the individual? How does the individual affect the events and ideas?
	Ideas about Disease before the Typhoid Epidemic

	Scientific

Lesson 10

The idea of healthy carriers was new, so most people didn’t believe in them.
The idea of germs was new, so most people didn’t believe in them.
	Social

Lesson 10

Typhoid was not considered to be a disease for the “rich and privileged” (74). 
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	Major Events of the Typhoid Epidemic
Lesson 10

5. The first people to get sick were members of the Warren family.
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	Actions of Key Individuals
Lesson 10

Patient Zero:

The person who seemed to be infecting everyone was Mary Mallon. She cooked dessert for Warren family, who then became ill.
She acted suspiciously when she left shortly after everyone got sick.
She was frightened by Soper and reacted by grabbing a knife.
(Habits of Character):

Patient Zero showed integrity with her work when she didn’t want to stop working after being confronted by Soper.
Investigators:

One of the investigators was George Soper. To investigate the epidemic, he investigated the home and found no cause. He was told of Mary making dessert, and finally found and confronted Mary.
(Habits of Character):

The first investigator showed perseverance and initiative when he persisted and dug more deeply even when the solution was not obvious.
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	Ideas about Disease after the Typhoid Epidemic

	Scientific
	Social


	Questions about the Epidemic

	Did Mary have other reasons for leaving the Warren family?

What would have happened if Soper had approached Mary differently?
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	Major Events of the Typhoid Epidemic

Lesson 10

6. The first people to get sick were the members of the
Lesson 11

7. Dr. Sara Baker found 
Then Dr. Baker
Lessons 12-13
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9. In 1915
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	Actions of Key Individuals

Patient Zero:

Lesson 10

The person who seemed to be infecting everyone was
She acted suspiciously when she
She was frightened by
Lesson 11

Patient Zero continued
Lessons 12-13

Patient Zero protested
But then she

	10. Mary was found and
	[image: image12.png]



	(Habits of Character):

Lesson 10

Patient zero showed

when she

Lessons 12-13

Patient zero showed

when she

Investigators:

Lesson 10

One of the investigators was

To investigate the epidemic, he
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	Lesson 11

Another investigator was

To investigate the epidemic, she

(Habits of Character):

Lesson 10

The first investigator showed

when he

Lesson 11

The second investigator showed

when she
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	Ideas about Disease after the Typhoid Epidemic

	Scientific

Lessons 12-13

Mary’s case confirmed the idea 

It also confirmed the idea 
	Social

Lessons 12-13

People still debate about whether Mary was

Mary’s case makes people wonder about


	Questions about the Epidemic
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