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Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 9

L.7.4

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: As you enter class, answer the following question.
Read the learning targets:

· I can identify themes in A Long Walk to Water and how they have developed over the course of the text.
· I can identify the characteristics of an effective synopsis.

Use context to determine the meaning of the phrase over the course of. Write your definition on the lines below.
“Over the course of” means across or throughout.

Is this an academic or domain-specific phrase? How do you know?

It is an academic phrase, because it can be used in other classes like science or math.
Have you seen it elsewhere? If so, where?

Responses will vary. Possible response: I have seen it in English class on tests and in other questions.
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· Akeer is dangerously ill with a bad stomachache, fever, cramps, and diarrhea that can kill children and the elderly.

· Nya’s family struggles with the decision of whether or not to travel with Akeer on the long three-day walk to clinic.

· While sleeping, Marial was killed by a lion, leaving only a few splotches of blood as evidence.

· Salva’s uncle calms and reassures Salva about the lions.

· Soon they reach the Nile river and weave together reeds to make shallow canoes to cross it.

· After that, they’ll head through the desert and on to Ethiopia.
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What is theme?
The theme of a book is the message or main idea relevant to the real world that the author wants the reader to take away from reading a literary text.
A theme has the following characteristics:

· It is a message or lesson about life that is broadly applicable—it can be true for situations beyond the story.

· It is a statement, not just a topic. That is, “friendship” is not a theme. However, “Friendship can bring comfort in times of hardship” could be a theme. 

· Different books or movies can have similar themes. For example, the stories “Little Red Riding Hood” and “Hansel and Gretel” both convey the message that you should be careful about whom you trust, because people may not share their true intentions. The plots of these fairy tales are quite different, but their themes are similar. 

Directions

Read through the list of some common themes in literature with your partner. Choose three that might be themes in A Long Walk to Water. Be prepared to explain why you selected each one.
1. Nature can present many challenges to humans.

2. Family is our most important support.

3. Love is what makes life worth living.

4. Dangerous situations can make people become leaders.

5. To be truly happy, you must do what you know is right, even if it is unpopular.

6. Individuals are able to survive in challenging environments in remarkable ways.

7. People need to depend on one another in order to survive.

8. In challenging situations, it can be helpful to focus only on small steps.
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The theme of a book is the message or main idea relevant to the real world that the author wants the reader to take away from reading a literary text.
A theme has the following characteristics:

· It is a message or lesson about life that is broadly applicable—it can be true for situations beyond the story.

· It is a statement, not just a topic. That is, “friendship” is not a theme. However, “Friendship can bring comfort in times of hardship” could be a theme. 

· Different books or movies can have similar themes. For example, the stories “Little Red Riding Hood” and “Hansel and Gretel” both convey the message that you should be careful about whom you trust, because people may not share their true intentions. The plots of these fairy tales are quite different, but their themes are similar. 

Directions

Read through the list of some common themes in literature with your partner. Choose three that might be themes in A Long Walk to Water. Be prepared to explain why you selected each one.
9. Nature can present many challenges to humans.

10. Family is our most important support.

11. Love is what makes life worth living.

12. Dangerous situations can make people become leaders.

13. To be truly happy, you must do what you know is right, even if it is unpopular.

14. Individuals are able to survive in challenging environments in remarkable ways.

[image: image1.png]



15. People need to depend on one another in order to survive.
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16. In challenging situations, it can be helpful to focus only on small steps.
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Model Summary: A Long Walk to Water, Chapter 6
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Write a brief summary of chapter 6 of A Long Walk to Water.

introduces the text by stating the title and chapter; clearly states the author’s central idea



objective



includes the most important details from the text to show support of the central ideas and themes 

concise


concludes with a theme

Chapter 6 of A Long Walk to Water shows Nya and Salva struggling to survive dangerous environments. Both of their families help them, but sometimes this is not enough. Nya and her family have moved to a lake camp where life is difficult. Nya struggles to get water. She also realizes that her mother is afraid that the men in the family will become involved in the fighting near the camp. This shows how her mother is protective of the family. In Salva’s section, the struggle to survive continues. Salva’s uncle shoots an antelope for the group to eat. It is their first real meal in a long time, so it makes them sick. The group wanders a long time looking for water before going to sleep. When Salva wakes, his uncle tells him he has some bad news about his friend. Nya’s and Salva’s struggles show that even when people work together, nature can be overpowering.
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Chapter 6 of A Long Walk to Water shows Nya and Salva struggling to survive dangerous environments. Both of their families help them, but sometimes this is not enough. Nya and her family have moved to a lake camp where life is difficult. Nya struggles to get water. She also realizes that her mother is afraid that the men in the family will become involved in the fighting near the camp. This shows how her mother is protective of the family. In Salva’s section, the struggle to survive continues. Salva’s uncle shoots an antelope for the group to eat. It is their first real meal in a long time, so it makes them sick. The group wanders a long time looking for water before going to sleep. When Salva wakes, his uncle tells him he has some bad news about his friend. Nya’s and Salva’s struggles show that even when people work together, nature can be overpowering.
Use the colors to help you understand the parts of a summary. 

Red: Introduction Information

Light Green: Main Ideas

Yellow: Detail #1

Blue: Detail #2

Dark Green: Conclusion/Closing Sentence

Criteria of an Effective Literary Summary 
Anchor Chart

RL.7.2

(Example for Teacher Reference)

· Introduces the text by stating the title, author, and chapter, section, or pages

· Briefly outlines what the text is about

· Clearly states the central idea(s)

· Includes key events and the most important details from the text to explain the central idea(s) and/or theme presented

· Includes a statement of theme (the point or message the author wants you to take away) where applicable

· Remains objective without opinions or judgments

· “Wraps up” with a concluding statement

· Is short, clear, and concise
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