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Characteristics of Narrative Nonfiction 
Anchor Chart
(Example for Teacher Reference)
Characteristics of Narrative Nonfiction

· Conveys factual information in a story format 
· Contains extensive research and many factual details are incorporated into the story

· May include a bibliography of research sources

· Utilizes the techniques of literary storytelling, such as dialogue and character development

· Has dialogue that may not be exact but rather representative of what historical figures might have said based on researched information

· Portrays the historical figure as a character or the historical event as the conflict or setting
· Has detailed illustrations or photographs that accurately portray the real people and events

· May contain text features common in nonfiction texts, such as timelines, biographies, or glossaries

· Often includes an author’s note or a foreword about the true aspects of the story and/or how the author became inspired to write the book

· Often has title that includes a subtitle using words like how or the true story of to clarify that the book is nonfiction

· Often features the subject of the book on the cover

· Attempts to both entertain and inform the reader; often celebrates an important achievement in history

· Considers the audience and matches style and tone to appeal to that age group

· Can be written in different formats, such as memoir, biographies, autobiographies, travel writing, etc.

Note: A text does not have to fulfill ALL of these criteria to be considered narrative nonfiction.

Examples:

· Hidden Figures: The True Story of Four Black Women and the Space Race (picture book edition) by Margot Lee Shetterly

· The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind (picture book edition) by William Kamkwamba and Bryan Mealer

· Margaret and the Moon: How Margaret Hamilton Saved the First Lunar Landing by Dean Robbins

· Promises to Keep: How Jackie Robinson Changed America by Sharon Robins

· One Hen: How One Small Load Made a Big Difference by Katie Smith Milway

· The Banana Leaf Ball: How Play Can Change the World by Katie Smith Milway

· A Voice for the Spirit Bears: How One Boy Inspired Millions to Save a Rare Animal by Carmen Oliver

· She Persisted: 13 American Women Who Changed the World by Chelsea Clinton

· Ada’s Violin: The Story of the Recycled Orchestra of Paraguay by Susan Hood

· Winnie: The True Story of the Bear Who Inspired Winnie-the-Pooh by Sally M. Walker

· Mumbet’s Declaration of Independence by Gretchen Woelfle

· Counting on Katherine: How Katherine Johnson Saved Apollo 13 by Helaine Becker

· A Computer Called Katherine: How Katherine Johnson Helped Put America on the Moon by Suzanne Slad

· Memphis, Martin, and the Mountaintop: The Sanitation Strike of 1968 by Alice Faye Duncan

· Shark Lady: The True Story of How Eugenie Clark Became the Ocean’s Most Fearless Scientist by Jess Keating

· Grace Hopper: Queen of Computer Code by Laurie Wallmark

· Mae Among the Stars by Roda Ahmed

· Joan Procter, Dragon Doctor: The Woman Who Loved Reptiles by Patricia Valdez

· When the Beat Was Born: DJ Kool Herc and the Creation of Hip Hop by Laban Carrick Hill

· Whoosh!: Lonnie Johnson’s Super-Soaking Stream of Inventions by Chris Barton

· Mr. Ferris and His Wheel by Kathryn Gibbs Davis

· Malala’s Magic Pencil by Malala Yousafzai

· The Girl with a Mind for Math: The Story of Raye Montague by Julia Finley Mosca

· Secret Engineer: How Emily Roebling Built the Brooklyn Bridge by Rachel Dougherty

· I Am Not a Number by Dr. Jenny Kay Dupuis

· When I Was Eight by Christy Jordan-Fenton

· The Most Beautiful Roof in the World by Kathryn Lasky

· Seeds of Change: Wangari’s Gift to the World by Jen Cullerton Johnson
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