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Model Literary Argument Essay Chunks

Directions: Make copies and cut the model essay into four paragraphs. Ensure that there are exactly enough chunks to make several complete essays. Depending on the number of students in class, some students may need to pair up to ensure there are no extra essay chunks that do not make a complete essay.

	After years of living on the road with his son, Cal, camping and hopping trains, Pop tells Cal that he plans to go to Washington, DC. In Joseph Bruchac’s historical fiction novel, Two Roads, Pop is a war veteran and, like many other veterans at that time, he is being mistreated by the government. Pop wants to participate in a large campaign to help veterans receive the money that the government owes them for their service. Pop warns Cal that the campaign may be dangerous and that Cal is “not ready yet to be part of any army” like the one fighting in Washington (94). Therefore, Cal cannot join him. Instead, Cal must attend Challagi Indian School while Pop is away. Pop says that this will also be a good opportunity for Cal to continue his education and make friends. Although Cal feels nervous and sad that he cannot go with his father, Pop should not bring Cal to Washington with him. The events in Washington are not appropriate for Cal to attend, and spending some time at Challagi is a better alternative for him.

	The first reason why Pop should not bring Cal to Washington is that Cal is too young to participate in the events of this important campaign. Pop will be protesting with thousands of other veterans in a big city. The veterans are coming together as “an army,” fighting for their money and their rights (94). Pop warns Cal that the campaign “might be dangerous” (59). Cal knows a lot about the dangers of the road, but the dangers of this campaign will be different. Pop wants Cal to be safe while he is gone. If Pop brings Cal to Washington with him, he will worry about Cal’s physical and emotional safety. If Cal goes to Challagi instead, Pop will know that he is “safe with three hots and a cot” (94). This will help Pop focus on the goals of the campaign. This fight is not for children.

	The second reason why it is best for Cal to stay behind is because Challagi may actually be good for Cal. Even though Pop has some bad memories of the discipline at Challagi, the other Creek boys he met at Challagi “were some of the best buddies [he] ever had” (107). Cal does not have any friends or other family left, so meeting other kids could be good for him. At Challagi, Cal will also get to have a real education. He already loves to read, and now he can attend all kinds of academic and industrial classes. Plus, even if Cal is unhappy at Challagi, he will only be there temporarily. Pop plans to return in a few months to get Cal and buy a house for them. Even Cal agrees that “a man can stand almost anything as long as it’s not forever” (121). Challagi might just wind up being good for Cal.

	Cal and Pop certainly make a good team, and they will miss each other a lot. Still, it is better for both of them if Pop does not bring Cal to Washington. Pop has two goals: he wants to help veterans get what they deserve, and he wants Cal to be safe and educated. The best way for Pop to accomplish both of these goals is to go to Washington alone, without Cal. They will reunite soon after and begin a better life.


Source: Bruchac, Joseph. Two Roads. Penguin Young Readers, 2018.
Model Literary Argument Essay

Name:
Date:


Should Cal go to Washington with Pop?

After years of living on the road with his son, Cal, camping and hopping trains, Pop tells Cal that he plans to go to Washington, DC. In Joseph Bruchac’s historical fiction novel, Two Roads, Pop is a war veteran and, like many other veterans at that time, he is being mistreated by the government. Pop wants to participate in a large campaign to help veterans receive the money that the government owes them for their service. Pop warns Cal that the campaign may be dangerous and that Cal is “not ready yet to be part of any army” like the one fighting in Washington (94). Therefore, Cal cannot join him. Instead, Cal must attend Challagi Indian Industrial School while Pop is away. Pop says that this will also be a good opportunity for Cal to continue his education and make friends. Although Cal feels nervous and sad that he cannot go with his father, Pop should not bring Cal to Washington with him. The events in Washington are not appropriate for Cal to attend, and spending some time at Challagi is a better alternative for him.

The first reason why Pop should not bring Cal to Washington is that Cal is too young to participate in the events of this important campaign. Pop will be protesting with thousands of other veterans in a big city. The veterans are coming together as “an army,” fighting for their money and their rights (94). Pop warns Cal that the campaign “might be dangerous” (59). Cal knows a lot about the dangers of the road, but the dangers of this campaign will be different. Pop wants Cal to be safe while he is gone. If Pop brings Cal to Washington with him, he will worry about Cal’s physical and emotional safety. If Cal goes to Challagi instead, Pop will know that he is “safe with three hots and a cot” (94). This will help Pop focus on the goals of the campaign. This fight is not for children.

The second reason why it is best for Cal to stay behind is because Challagi may actually be good for Cal. Even though Pop has some bad memories of the discipline at Challagi, the other Creek boys he met at Challagi “were some of the best buddies [he] ever had” (107). Cal does not have any friends or other family left, so meeting other kids could be good for him. At Challagi, Cal will also get to have a real education. He already loves to read, and now he can attend all kinds of academic and industrial classes. Plus, even if Cal is unhappy at Challagi, he will only be there temporarily. Pop plans to return in a few months to get Cal and buy a house for them. Even Cal agrees that “a man can stand almost anything as long as it’s not forever” (121). Challagi might just wind up being good for Cal.

Cal and Pop certainly make a good team, and they will miss each other a lot. Still, it is better for both of them if Pop does not bring Cal to Washington. Pop has two goals: he wants to help veterans get what they deserve, and he wants Cal to be safe and educated. The best way for Pop to accomplish both of these goals is to go to Washington alone, without Cal. They will reunite soon after and begin a better life.
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Model Literary Argument Essay: Painted

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Should Pop bring Cal to Washington with him?

After years of living on the road with his son, Cal, camping and hopping trains, Pop tells Cal that he plans to go to Washington, DC. In Joseph Bruchac’s historical fiction novel, Two Roads, Pop is a war veteran and, like many other veterans at that time, he is being mistreated by the government. Pop wants to participate in a large campaign to help veterans receive the money that the government owes them for their service. Pop warns Cal that the campaign may be dangerous and that Cal is “not ready yet to be part of any army” like the one fighting in Washington (94). Therefore, Cal cannot join him. Instead, Cal must attend Challagi Indian Industrial School while Pop is away. Pop says that this will also be a good opportunity for Cal to continue his education and make friends.  Although Cal feels nervous and sad that he cannot go with his father, Pop should not bring Cal to Washington with him.  The events in Washington are not appropriate for Cal to attend, and spending some time at Challagi is a better alternative for him.
The first reason why Pop should not bring Cal to Washington is that Cal is too young to participate in the events of this important campaign. Pop will be protesting with thousands of other veterans in a big city. The veterans are coming together as “an army,” fighting for their money and their rights (94). Pop warns Cal that the campaign “might be dangerous” (59). Cal knows a lot about the dangers of the road, but the dangers of this campaign will be different. Pop wants Cal to be safe while he is gone. If Pop brings Cal to Washington with him, he will worry about Cal’s physical and emotional safety. If Cal goes to Challagi instead, Pop will know that he is “safe with three hots and a cot” (94). This will help Pop focus on the goals of the campaign.
The second reason why it is best for Cal to stay behind is because Challagi may actually be good for Cal. Even though Pop has some bad memories of the discipline at Challagi, the other Creek boys he met at Challagi “were some of the best buddies [he] ever had” (107). Cal does not have any friends or other family left, so meeting other kids could be good for him. At Challagi, Cal will also get to have a real education. He already loves to read, and now he can attend all kinds of academic and industrial classes. Plus, even if Cal is unhappy at Challagi, he will only be there temporarily. Pop plans to return in a few months to get Cal and buy a house for them. Even Cal agrees that “a man can stand almost anything as long as it’s not forever” (121).
Cal and Pop certainly make a good team, and they will miss each other a lot. Still, it is better for both of them if Pop does not bring Cal to Washington. Pop has two goals: he wants to help veterans get what they deserve, and he wants Cal to be safe and educated. The best way for Pop to accomplish both of these goals is to go to Washington alone, without Cal. They will reunite soon after and begin a better life.

Source: Bruchac, Joseph. Two Roads. Penguin Young Readers, 2018.
Model Literary Argument Essay: Annotated

RL.6.1, W.6.1, W.6.4, W.6.9a, L.6.2, L.6.3, L.6.6

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Use all relevant rows on the Grade 6 Argument Writing rubric and the sample response below to assess student writing.

Sample Proficient Response: Scorepoint 3, for Teacher Reference:

Focus Question: Should Cal go to Washington with Pop?

Position 1: Cal should not go to Washington with Pop.
W.6.1a: The claim is introduced. Context on the text is given; The claim is clearly communicated, and the focus is maintained.

W.6.1d, W.6.4: Formal style is established and maintained.

W.6.1a: The first reason and its evidence are organized clearly.

After years of living on the road with his son, Cal, camping and hopping trains, Pop tells Cal that he plans to go to Washington, DC. In Joseph Bruchac’s historical fiction novel, Two Roads, Pop is a war veteran and, like many other veterans at that time, he is being mistreated by the government. Pop wants to participate in a large campaign to help veterans receive the money that the government owes them for their service. Pop warns Cal that the campaign may be dangerous and that Cal is “not ready yet to be part of any army” like the one fighting in Washington (94). Therefore, Cal cannot join him. Instead, Cal must attend Challagi Indian Industrial School while Pop is away. Pop says that this will also be a good opportunity for Cal to continue his education and make friends. Although Cal feels nervous and sad that he cannot go with his father, Pop should not bring Cal to Washington with him. The events in Washington are not appropriate for Cal to attend, and spending some time at Challagi is a better alternative for him.

The first reason why Pop should not bring Cal to Washington is that Cal is too young to participate in the events of this important campaign. Pop will be protesting with thousands of other veterans in a big city. The veterans are coming together as “an army,” fighting for their money and their rights (98). Pop warns Cal that the campaign “might be dangerous” (59). Cal knows a lot about the dangers of the road, but the dangers of this campaign will be different. Pop wants Cal to be safe while he is gone. If Pop brings Cal to Washington with him, he will worry about Cal’s physical and emotional safety. If Cal goes to Challagi instead, Pop will know that he is “safe with three hots and a cot” (94). This will help Pop focus on the goals of the campaign.

The second reason why it is best for Cal to stay behind is because Challagi may actually be good for Cal. Even though Pop has some bad memories of the discipline at Challagi, the other Creek boys he met at Challagi “were some of the best buddies [he] ever had” (107). Cal does not have any friends or other family left, so meeting other kids could be good for him. At Challagi, Cal will also get to have a real education. He already loves to read, and now he can attend all kinds of academic and industrial classes. Plus, even if Cal is unhappy at Challagi, he will only be there temporarily. Pop plans to return in a few months to get Cal and buy a house for them. Even Cal agrees that “a man can stand almost anything as long as it’s not forever” (121).

Cal and Pop certainly make a good team, and they will miss each other a lot. Still, it is better for both of them if Pop does not bring Cal to Washington. Pop has two goals: he wants to help veterans get what they deserve, and he wants Cal to be safe and educated. The best way for Pop to accomplish both of these goals is to go to Washington alone, without Cal. They will reunite soon after and begin a better life.

Source: Bruchac, Joseph. Two Roads. Penguin Young Readers, 2018.

W.6.1b: Claims are supported with clear reasons and relevant evidence from the text.
W.6.1c, L.6.6: Words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., first; but; if. . .) are consistently used to clarify the relationships among claim(s) and reasons.
W.6.1a: The second reason and its evidence are organized clearly.
W.6.1b: Claims are supported with clear reasons and relevant evidence from the text.
W.6.1c, L.6.6: Words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., second; also; plus; 
even. . .) are consistently used to clarify the relationships among claim(s) and reasons.
L.6.2: Adequate use of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling is evident.
W.6.1e: Concluding statement follows from the argument presented.
RI.6.1, W.6.9: A clear understanding of the text is demonstrated by developing a valid claim supported by logical reasons and evidence from the text.
Argument Writing Checklist

W.6.1

(Example for Teacher Reference)

	Standard
	Characteristics of an
Effective Argument Piece
	Characteristics of this
Argument Writing
	Date Completed

	W.6.9, W.6.1b
	My claim is supported by reasons and evidence from credible sources and shows a solid understanding of the topic or text.
	My claim shows that I understand the factors affecting Cal’s decision.
	

	W.6.1a
	I state my claim clearly, and my writing stays focused.
	I stick to my focus. All of the evidence and examples I use help the reader to better understand what I think Cal should do and why.
	

	W.6.1a
	I have an introduction that gives readers the context they need to understand the topic or text.
	I introduce the setting, characters, and historical context of Two Roads by Joseph Bruchac.
	

	W.6.1e
	I have a conclusion that is clearly related to my argument and restates my claim.
	My conclusion restates my main claim and includes my own thinking about why making the choice I have outlined is the best one for Cal.
	

	W.6.1a
	My reasons and evidence are organized in a way that makes my argument clear and easy to follow. 
	I present evidence and reasoning for my claim in a clear and organized manner.
	

	W.6.1c
	I use words and phrases to show that my reasons are connected to my claim.
	I use transitions from one idea to the next and in between evidence and elaboration.
	

	W.6.1b
	I support my claim with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
	I use the best evidence from Two Roads to develop the reasons in my Proof Paragraphs and to support my main claim statement.
	

	W.6.4 (partial), W.6.1d
	I use a formal style.
	I remove slang and conversational language to sound more serious and thoughtful.
	

	W.6.8 (partial)
	I provide a bibliography of sources.
	I cite the anchor text Two Roads by Joseph Bruchac.
	

	L.6.1
	My words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	
	

	L.6.2
	The spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
	
	


Argument Writing Checklist
W.6.1
Name:
Date:

	Standard
	Characteristics of an Effective Argument Piece
	Characteristics of this Argument Writing
	Date Completed

	W.6.9, W.6.1b
	My claim is supported by reasons and evidence from credible sources and shows a solid understanding of the topic or text.
	
	

	W.6.1a
	I state my claim clearly, and my writing stays focused.
	
	

	W.6.1a
	I have an introduction that gives readers the context they need to understand the topic or text.
	
	

	W.6.1e
	I have a conclusion that is clearly related to my argument and restates my claim.
	
	

	W.6.1a
	My reasons and evidence are organized in a way that makes my argument clear and easy to follow. 
	
	

	W.6.1c
	I use words and phrases to show that my reasons are connected to my claim.
	
	

	W.6.1b
	I support my claim with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
	
	

	W.6.4 (partial), W.6.1d
	I use a formal style.
	
	

	W.6.8 (partial)
	I provide a bibliography of sources.
	
	

	L.6.1
	My words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	
	

	L.6.2
	The spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
	
	


Characteristics of Effective Literary
Argument Writing Anchor Chart

W.6.1

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Introduction

· Introduction that catches the reader’s attention and gives general context

· Central claim: addresses the prompt, focuses the piece by clearly stating the claim to be supported

Proof Paragraph(s) for Point 1

· States first point/reason that develops the main claim

· Provides facts and evidence from the text(s) that support Point 1

· Elaboration/reasoning: explains how this evidence supports the point/reason

· Restates the point/reason and/or reflects on how this reasoning has proven Point 1 and ties back to the main claim

Proof Paragraph(s) for Point 2

· Transitions well from the last paragraph

· States second point/reason that develops the main claim

· Provides facts and evidence from the text(s) that support Point 2

· Elaboration/reasoning: explains how this evidence supports the point/reason

· Restates the point/reason and/or reflects on how this reasoning has proven Point 2 and ties back to the main claim

Conclusion

· What?: Restates the main claim

· So what?: Reflects on why this claim is significant
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