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	American Indian Boarding Schools
	Grade 6: Module 3: Unit 3: Lesson 7



Independent Literary Argument Writing Plan Graphic Organizer

RL.6.1, RL.6.3, W.6.1a, W.6.1b, W.6.1e, W.6.4, W.6.5, W.6.9a
(Example for Teacher Reference)
Focus Question: Should Cal return to Challagi Indian Industrial School?

Introduction Paragraph
How will you catch the reader’s attention? (Consider using facts, statistics, quotations, or anecdotes.)

Introduce Pop and Cal—explain Cal’s premonition.
What context about the text or topic does your reader need in order to make sense of the rest of your essay? Include a brief mention of opposing position (what is the other claim someone could make?).

Why are Pop and Cal in Washington? (Pop is in a veterans’ campaign, Cal followed him to save him)
What happened when Cal and Pop reunited? (happy to see each other, Pop opted out of a protest on the bridge)
What are Cal’s options now? (stay in Washington with Pop, go back to Challagi)
Cal could choose not to return to Challagi because he finally reunited with Pop.
Main Claim:

Cal should return to Challagi Indian Industrial School.
Proof Paragraph 1
Point 1: What is the first point or reason you are offering to support your claim?

Cal has good friends at Challagi.
Context: What context does the reader need to understand the evidence you are using?

Cal has never had real friends before. 
His Challagi friends have taught him new things (including Creek Indian traditions).
Evidence: What evidence from the text supports this point or reason?

Friends are like “brothers” to Cal (314).
Cal is “missing the boys in [my] Creek gang” (314).
Speaks some Creek now.
Learned how to “stomp dance.”
Is interested in following “the road of being a Creek Indian” (314).
Reasoning: How does this evidence connect to and support your point? How does your point prove your claim?

Cal is more independent from Pop than he used to be.
His friends have given him experiences that he has never had before.
He is learning more about being Creek and feeling more connected to his identity.
Proof Paragraph 2
Point 2: What is the second point or reason you are offering to support your claim?

Cal should continue his education.
Context: What context does the reader need to understand the evidence you are using?

Why is education important to Cal? (quick learner, likes to read)
Why is Challagi a good place to get an education? (access to many classes)
Evidence: What evidence from the text supports this point or reason?

Cal has taken academic and industrial classes.
At Challagi, students “can get a taste of the different trades” (261).
Library, open in the summer.
Cal has his own plot of land.
Wants to learn more about agricultural science, take care of his horse.
Reasoning: How does this evidence connect to and support your point? How does your point prove your claim?

Challagi offers Cal a meaningful education.
If he goes back, he can further develop his skills.
He is only beginning to figure out what he likes to do.
Conclusion Paragraph 
Restate your claim from the introduction.

Cal should return to Challagi Indian Industrial School.
Briefly restate your main points:

Point 1:

Cal’s friends are at Challagi.
Point 2:

Cal wants to continue his education.
What are your further reflections on this topic?

· Why does this argument/claim matter?

· What would happen if this claim were not acted upon?

· Who is likely to benefit from this?

Cal might not be able to return to Challagi once he is older–he has to make a choice now. 
Cal fought hard to be with Pop; he must think seriously about what he wants.
Cal will benefit from returning to Challagi—deep friendships, better education.
Pop will be able to focus on the veterans’ campaign.
My Sources
List any sources you used in planning your writing.

Bruchac, Joseph. Two Roads. Penguin Young Readers, 2018.
	What are some words or phrases you might use to help you express the relationship between your claim, reasons, and evidence?

However,
On the other hand,
But,
Also,
The first reason why


Focus Question: Should Cal return to Challagi Indian Industrial School?

Introduction Paragraph
How will you catch the reader’s attention? (Consider using facts, statistics, quotations, or anecdotes.)

Introduce Pop and Cal— describe how Cal ran away from Challagi because of his vision.
What context about the text or topic does your reader need in order to make sense of the rest of your essay? Include a brief mention of opposing position (what is the other claim someone could make?).

Why are Pop and Cal in Washington? (Pop is in a veterans’ campaign, Cal followed him to save him)
What happened when Cal and Pop reunited? (happy to see each other, Pop opted out of a protest on the bridge)
What are Cal’s options now? (stay in Washington with Pop, go back to Challagi)
Main Claim:

Cal should not return to Challagi Indian Industrial School.
Proof Paragraph 1
Point 1: What is the first point or reason you are offering to support your claim?

Cal needs to protect Pop.
Context: What context does the reader need to understand the evidence you are using?

Cal has visions about Pop’s safety.
Deacon said Cal should trust his premonition.
Pop chose not to participate in a protest on the bridge after Cal arrived.
Evidence: What evidence from the text supports this point or reason?

Cal had a vivid premonition—Pop and other veterans would get shot.
Deacon: the premonition might come true.
Cal goes to Washington to protect Pop—Pop listens to Cal.
Reasoning: How does this evidence connect to and support your point? How does your point prove your claim?

Cal might have other premonitions about Pop’s safety—should stay near 
him to warn him.
Cal can protect them both with his visions.
Proof Paragraph 2
Point 2: What is the second point or reason you are offering to support your claim?

Cal is smarter and more mature now.
Context: What context does the reader need to understand the evidence you are using?

Pop originally thought Cal was too young to be in Washington.
Cal has been at Challagi for a few months.
Evidence: What evidence from the text supports this point or reason?

Cal’s behavior has changed since Challagi.
More independent—has friends, can live without Pop.
Talks more—“squawking—like a jaybird” when he tells Pop his story (319).
Pop asks Cal directly, “What now, son?” (319)—values his opinion.
Made it to Washington alone.
Reasoning: How does this evidence connect to and support your point? How does your point prove your claim?

Cal has shown a lot of growth in the past few months.
He may have been too young before, but he is not too young now.
Smart, mature, independent. Can trust himself, breaks rules only when necessary.
Conclusion Paragraph 
Restate your claim from the introduction.

Cal should not return to Challagi.
Briefly restate your main points:

Point 1:

Pop needs Cal to protect him.
Point 2:

Cal is mature enough to handle being at Challagi.
What are your further reflections on this topic?

· Why does this argument/claim matter?

· What would happen if this claim were not acted upon?

· Who is likely to benefit from this?

Cal might not be able to return to Challagi once he is older—he has to make a choice now.
Cal fought hard to be with Pop; he must think seriously about what he wants.
Cal and Pop can truly be a team now.
Pop’s safety is more important to Cal than anything else.
My Sources
List any sources you used in planning your writing.

Bruchac, Joseph. Two Roads. Penguin Young Readers, 2018.
	What are some words or phrases you might use to help you express the relationship between your claim, reasons, and evidence?

However,
On the other hand,
But,
Also,
The first reason why
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Focus Question: Should Cal return to Challagi Indian Industrial School?

Introduction Paragraph

How will you catch the reader’s attention? (Consider using facts, statistics, quotations, or anecdotes.)

What context about the text or topic does your reader need in order to make sense of the rest of your essay? Include a brief mention of an opposing position (what is the other claim someone could make?).

Main Claim:

Proof Paragraph 1

Point 1: What is the first point or reason you are offering to support your claim?

Context: What context does the reader need to understand the evidence you are using?

Evidence: What evidence from the text supports this point or reason?

Reasoning: How does this evidence connect to and support your point? How does your point prove your claim?

Proof Paragraph 2

Point 2: What is the second point or reason you are offering to support your claim?

Context: What context does the reader need to understand the evidence you are using?

Evidence: What evidence from the text supports this point or reason?

Reasoning: How does this evidence connect to and support your point? How does your point prove your claim?

Conclusion Paragraph 

Restate your claim from the introduction.

Briefly restate your main points:

Point 1:

Point 2:

What are your further reflections on this topic?

· Why does this argument/claim matter?

· What would happen if this claim were not acted upon?

· Who is likely to benefit from this?

My Sources

List any sources you used in planning your writing.

	What are some words or phrases you might use to help you express the relationship between your claim, reasons, and evidence?
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