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Synopsis: Two Roads, Chapter 22

Name:
Date:

Chapter 22, “Another Day at Work”
· During geography class, the teacher reads a magazine and tells the class not to disturb him.

· After geography, Possum and Cal make their way to one of the industrial classes.

· Cal is thinking about how he has written letters to his father but cannot send them because he does not know where to address the letters.

· Cal’s work at the harness shop has caused calluses to form on the palms of his hands. Possum muses that maybe they can work in shoe repair today. Possum looks down at Cal’s shoes. The shoes given to him by the school are not well-made. They are uncomfortable and already falling apart.

· Possum asks Cal why he won’t buy some sneakers. Cal responds that he does not have any money. Possum is surprised that Cal’s pop didn’t leave any money for Cal in his school bursary account. Cal admits that he had no idea about the bursary account.

· Cal and Possum make it to the harness shop, where Mr. Handler looks at the state of Cal’s shoes and repairs them quickly.

· Possum takes Cal to the bursar’s office. Cal learns that he has $13.28 in his account. Cal withdraws four dollars.

· On the Saturday that they are allowed to go into town, Possum takes Cal to O’Boyle’s Dry Goods. Cal is able to buy himself a pair of shoes.
Analyze Structure: Two Roads, Chapter 22 
Note-Catcher

RL.6.1, RL.6.5, L.6.5c

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Chapter 22 is separated into five sections, indicated by larger breaks of white space between each. Assign one section per group member to analyze using the questions below. Share your responses with your group when finished so you have an understanding about each of the sections.

	Section 1: Pages 227–228, from start of chapter to page 228, ending at “How did you stand it when you were here, Pop?”

	How does this section function within the structure of the chapter?

How does it help to develop the setting and plot of Two Roads?
	Each section of this chapter is a different setting where the reader sees Cal interacting with different people. Section 1 is about academic time with Mr. Mallet.

	Cal describes interactions with Mr. Mallet in section 1. How would you characterize how he speaks to and treats Cal?

How do the connotation and denotation of Mr. Mallet’s name mirror his personality and job? Use a dictionary if needed.
	Mallet is an ineffective teacher who disregards and ignores his students.
A mallet is a hammer-like tool, which matches his personality; he demands the students not interrupt or bother him.

	Section 2: Pages 228–232, starting at page 228, “I’ve written a full page . . .” to page 232, ending at “I am your faithful son, Cal.”

	How does this section function within the structure of the chapter?

How does it help to develop the setting and plot of Two Roads?
	Each section of this chapter is a different setting where the reader sees Cal interacting with different people. Section 2 is about Cal and Possum walking to industrial time and thinking about his letter to Pop.

	Cal describes interactions with Possum in section 2. How would you characterize the way Possum speaks to and treats Cal?
	Possum is friendly, comfortable, and respectful to Cal.


	Section 3: Pages 232–237, starting on page 232 at “Possum and I take as roundabout a path as we can . . .” to page 237, ending at “Time to build more callouses.”

	How does this section function within the structure of the chapter? 

How does it help to develop the setting and plot of Two Roads?
	Each section of this chapter is a different setting where the reader sees Cal interacting with different people. Section 3 is about industrial time at the harness shop with Mr. Handler.

	Cal describes interactions with Mr. Handler in section 3. How would you characterize how he speaks to and treats Cal?

How do the connotation and denotation of Mr. Handler’s name mirror his personality and job? Use a dictionary if needed.
	Handler is tough and treats Cal roughly, but also seems to have some level of care toward him, even though he uses disrespectful and prejudiced language.
A handler is a person who trains a fighter or boxer for a fight—in the next chapter, we find out that Mr. Handler is actually the trainer for the boxing at the school—or a dog for a show. This seems to match his personality in that, though he does care about Cal and Possum, his methods are tough and rough.


	Section 4: Pages 237–239, starting on page 237 at “Just as Possum described, Mr. Cash . . .” to page 239, ending at “I grin back at him.”

	How does this section function within the structure of the chapter? 

How does it help to develop the setting and plot of Two Roads?
	Each section of this chapter is a different setting where the reader sees Cal interacting with different people. Section 4 is about the bursar’s office with Mr. Cash.

	Cal describes interactions with Mr. Cash in section 4. How would you characterize how he speaks to and treats Cal?

How do the connotation and denotation of Mr. Cash’s name mirror his personality and job? Use a dictionary if needed.
	Cash is detached and business-like, much like the nurse Cal met on the first day.
Mr. Cash’s job is to deal with all things money at the school, so his name is literally the focus of his work and the sole focus of his attention.


	Section 5: Pages 239–241, starting on page 239 at “Saturday morning” to the end of the chapter

	How does this section function within the structure of the chapter? 

How does it help to develop the setting and plot of Two Roads?
	Each section of this chapter is a different setting where the reader sees Cal interacting with different people. Section 5 is about the trip to town to Mr. O’Boyle’s store.

	Cal describes interactions with Mr. O’Boyle in section 5. How would you characterize how he speaks to and treats Cal?
	O’Boyle is disrespectful and prejudiced toward Cal.


Source: Bruchac, Joseph. Two Roads. Penguin Young Readers, 2018.
Analyze Structure: Two Roads, Chapter 22 
Note-Catcher

RL.6.1, RL.6.5, L.6.5c

Name:
Date:

Directions: Chapter 22 is separated into five sections, indicated by larger breaks of white space between each. Assign one section per group member to analyze using the questions below. Share your responses with your group when finished so you have an understanding about each of the sections.

	Section 1: Pages 227–228, from start of chapter to page 228, ending at “How did you stand it when you were here, Pop?”

	How does this section function within the structure of the chapter?
How does it help to develop the setting and plot of Two Roads?
	

	Cal describes interactions with Mr. Mallet in section 1. How would you characterize how he speaks to and treats Cal?
How do the connotation and denotation of Mr. Mallet’s name mirror his personality and job? Use a dictionary if needed.
	

	Section 2: Pages 228–232, starting at page 228, “I’ve written a full page . . .” to page 232, ending at “I am your faithful son, Cal.”

	How does this section function within the structure of the chapter?
How does it help to develop the setting and plot of Two Roads?
	

	Cal describes interactions with Possum in section 2. How would you characterize the way Possum speaks to and treats Cal?
	


	Section 3: Pages 232–237, starting on page 232 at “Possum and I take as roundabout a path as we can . . .” to page 237, ending at “Time to build more callouses.”

	How does this section function within the structure of the chapter? 
How does it help to develop the setting and plot of Two Roads?
	

	Cal describes interactions with Mr. Handler in section 3. How would you characterize how he speaks to and treats Cal?

How do the connotation and denotation of Mr. Handler’s name mirror his personality and job? Use a dictionary if needed.
	

	Section 4: Pages 237–239, starting on page 237 at “Just as Possum described, Mr. Cash . . .” to page 239, ending at “I grin back at him.”

	How does this section function within the structure of the chapter? 
How does it help to develop the setting and plot of Two Roads?
	

	Cal describes interactions with Mr. Cash in section 4. How would you characterize how he speaks to and treats Cal?

How do the connotation and denotation of Mr. Cash’s name mirror his personality and job? Use a dictionary if needed.
	


	Section 5: Pages 239–241, starting on page 239 at “Saturday morning” to the end of the chapter

	How does this section function within the structure of the chapter? 
How does it help to develop the setting and plot of Two Roads?
	

	Cal describes interactions with Mr. O’Boyle in section 5. How would you characterize how he speaks to and treats Cal?
	


Summary Planner: Two Roads, Chapter 22

RL.6.1, RL.6.2

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: With your partner, plan a summary of chapter 22 of Two Roads, including these essential elements. Remember that a summary contains no opinions or judgments.

1. Name the chapter and text you are summarizing.

Chapter 22 of Two Roads by Joseph Bruchac

2. What essential plot points must a reader know about this chapter?

· contains five sections that show Cal in different settings with different adults:

1. at school in Mr. Mallet’s class

2. Cal and Possum walk together to the harness shop; composes a letter to Pop in his mind as they walk. 

3. They work in the harness shop with Mr. Handler. 

4. go to get some of Cal’s money from Mr. Cash, the school bursar

5. ends with a trip to town so Cal can get new shoes at Mr. O’Boyle’s store

· Cal is treated very differently by all the adults, but he never changes how he responds.

3. What emerging theme from the text is reinforced in this chapter?

One should respect all we encounter.

4. What key details from the text, and specifically from this chapter, support your theme?

· acts with integrity and respect toward the adults and even when he’s writing the letter to Pop

· maintains his temper and acts respectfully, even when he is openly disrespected

· Structure lets the reader see Cal in all these different moments.
Summary Planner: Two Roads, Chapter 22

RL.6.1, RL.6.2

Name:
Date:

Directions: With your partner, plan a summary of chapter 22 of Two Roads, including these essential elements. Remember that a summary contains no opinions or judgments.

5. Name the chapter and text you are summarizing.

6. What essential plot points must a reader know about this chapter?

7. What emerging theme from the text is reinforced in this chapter?

8. What key details from the text, and specifically from this chapter, support your theme?

5-Minute Mini Language Dive Guide 

RL.6.1, RL.6.3, SL.6.1, L.6.3a

(For Teacher Reference)

Sentence

So I came here speaking English and now I am learning Indian. (from page 231 of Two Roads by Joseph Bruchac)

Lesson 8 Placement 

Lead this Mini Language Dive after students read chapter 22 of Two Roads in Work Time B.

Rationale

· Module Guiding Question and Focus Standards: The sentence helps students to address the guiding question (What kinds of experiences did students have at American Indian boarding schools?) by showing how Native American students sometimes forged strong bonds with one another at American Indian boarding schools. These bonds led to exchange of tribal knowledge (i.e., language) that may have strengthened students’ ties to their heritage, despite the fact that the goal of American Indian boarding schools was to erase identity and heritage. This sentence also helps students address RL.6.3 by illustrating one way in which Cal has changed in response to his time at Challagi and L.6.3a by providing an example of the familiar and narrative-style language that is appropriate in personal letters like this one. Supporting standards: RL.6.1, SL.6.1.

· Language Structure: This sentence is compelling because it uses verbs written in the past simple (came here) and present progressive tenses (I am learning) to highlight change and it uses a conjunction (and) to link two independent clauses.

· Transfer: independent clause with past simple verb + and now + independent clause with present progressive verb to show change and organize events chronologically in the letters students write from Cal to Possum.

Deconstruct

· Display and read aloud the sentence: So I came here speaking English and now I am learning Indian.
· Ask:

“What is this sentence about?” (Responses may vary. Encourage and acknowledge all responses.)

· Read aloud the focus structure: and now I am learning Indian.

· Ask:

“What do the words and now tell us about this chunk?” (They tell us that this chunk describes an event or action that is taking place at that time.)

“How does the grammatical structure of the clause I am learning Indian relate to or support the words and now?” (I am learning Indian is written in the present progressive. We use the present progressive to describe an ongoing action that is taking place at that time.)

“When Cal writes I am learning Indian, does he mean that he is, in the exact moment that he is writing the letter, also learning new words in Creek? What does this tell us about different ways that the present progressive can be used?” (No, he doesn’t mean he is learning Creek at that moment; this tells us that the present progressive can be used not just to describe something in progress at the moment of writing but also to describe an action that is ongoing and taking place around the moment of writing.)

Reconstruct

· Read aloud the entire sentence on display: So I came here speaking English and now I am learning Indian.
· Ask: 

“If Challagi and other American Indian boarding schools punish students for using their tribal languages at school, how has Cal learned so much Creek at Challagi?” (He is spending time with the other boys in his Creek gang. He hears people use Creek words around him.)

“How is Cal’s growing knowledge of Creek related to his development as a character? Hint: Think back to the early chapters of the novel, when Cal first learned he would be going to Challagi.” (Responses will vary, but students may point out that, in the beginning of the novel, Cal did not speak any Creek nor did he know that he was part Creek Indian. Cal is learning more about what it means to be Creek at the same time that he is learning more of the language from his friends.)

“Now what do you think is the meaning of this sentence?” (Responses will vary.)

“How does the Language Dive add to your understanding of the guiding question: 
What kinds of experiences did students have at American Indian boarding schools?” (Responses will vary.)

Practice

· Display the sentence frame:

I started my day eating breakfast and now ______________________________________.

independent clause with present progressive verb
(independent clause with past simple verb + and now + independent clause with present progressive verb) 

· Ask:

“Use this frame to talk about the events of your day, using your own words with your partners.”

· Possible student answers:

I started my day eating breakfast and now I am learning about letter-writing.
5-Minute Mini Language Dive Note-Catcher

Name:
Date:


Lesson 3

RL.6.1, RL.6.3, SL.6.1a, L.6.3a

Sentence
So I came here speaking English and now I am learning Indian. (from page 231 of Two Roads by Joseph Bruchac)

Practice

I started my day eating breakfast and now _______________________________.


independent clause

with present progressive verb
(independent clause with past simple verb + and now + independent clause with present progressive verb)

Lesson 4

RL.6.1, RL.6.4, SL.6.1a

Sentence

The “noble mission of this fine institution” is to help the Indian. (from page 242 of Two Roads by Joseph Bruchac)

Practice

Cal’s point of view toward Challagi is that the ______________________

adjective

mission of that ______________________ school is to wear the Indian out.


adjective

(determiner + adjective + noun phrase + of + noun phrase)

Lesson 10

RL.6.1, RL.6.3, RL.6.4, RL.6.6, SL.6.1a, L.6.5a, L.6.5c

Sentence

Now that I have finally stopped squawking—like a jaybird—my throat is sore. (from page 308 of Two Roads by Joseph Bruchac)

Practice

Now that I have finally ______________________, I feel _______________________.


past participle
adjective phrase
Source: Bruchac, Joseph. Two Roads. Penguin Young Readers, 2018.
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