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	Grade 8: Module 3A: Unit 3: Lesson 5

Narrative Writing:
Planning Narrative Techniques



	Grade 8: Module 3A: Unit 3: Lesson 5
Narrative Writing: Planning Narrative Techniques


	Long-Term Target Addressed (Based on ELA CCSS)

	I can write narrative texts about real or imagined experiences using relevant details and event sequences that make sense. (W.8.3)

	Supporting Learning Targets
	Ongoing Assessment

	· I can use the Stars and Steps protocol to give my partner kind, specific, helpful feedback on his or her narrative story map.

· I can use my partner’s feedback to improve my narrative story map.

· I can incorporate narrative techniques (“Things Good Writers Do”) into my narrative.
	· Narrative Writing: Becoming Visible Again after Internment story map (from homework)

· Narrative and Language Techniques: Becoming Visible Again after Internment planner


	Agenda
	Teaching Notes

	1. Opening

A. Engaging the Writer: Peer Critique of Story Map (15 minutes)

B. Reviewing Learning Targets (1 minute)
2. Work Time

A. Planning the Narrative: Narrative Techniques (20 minutes)

A. Peer Critique of Narrative and Language Techniques Planner (8 minutes)
3. Closing and Assessment

A. Previewing Homework (1 minute)

4. Homework

A. Use feedback from today’s peer critiques to finalize your story map and your narrative and language techniques planner. 
	· In this lesson, students continue to plan their performance task (Narrative Writing: Becoming Visible Again after Internment). Today, they review the list of Things Good Writers Do that they tracked throughout Unbroken, analyze the use of those techniques in the model narrative they read during Lesson 4, and, finally, incorporate the techniques into the plans for their own narratives. 

· This lesson is bookended by short peer critiques. At the start of class, students give and receive critical feedback on the story maps that they began during Lesson 4. At the end of class, students discuss each other’s plans for using narrative techniques. The feedback shared during these peer critiques leads students into their homework, which is to finalize the plans for their narratives before they begin drafting them during Lesson 6.

· If students need more time for the two peer critiques, this lesson may take longer than 45 minutes. Based on the needs of your class, consider extending it to two periods.

· In advance: Review the Peer Critique protocol (see Appendix). 

· Post: Learning targets.


	Lesson Vocabulary
	Materials

	
	· Narrative Writing: Becoming Visible Again after Internment rubric (from Lesson 2; one per student and one to display)

· Narrative Writing: Becoming Visible Again after Internment model (from Lesson 4; one per student) 

· Document camera

· Stars and Steps recording form (one per student) 

· Things Good Writers Do note-catcher (from Units 1 and 2; one per student) 

· Things Good Writers Do anchor chart (from Units 1 and 2)

· Sample Narrative and Language Techniques handout (one per student)

· Sample Narrative and Language Techniques Teacher Guide (for teacher reference)

· Narrative Writing: Becoming Visible Again after Internment model, annotated copy (from Lesson 4; one to display)

· Narrative and Language Techniques: Becoming Visible Again after Internment planner (one per student) 


	Opening
	Meeting Students’ Needs

	A. Engaging the Writer: Peer Critique of Story Map (15 minutes)

· Invite students to sit with their Iwo Jima discussion partners. 

· Tell them they will participate in two short peer critiques today. Ask for a volunteer to explain why peer critique can be helpful. Listen for: “Peer critique helps writers improve their work by giving them specific feedback.” Next, ask for volunteers to remind the class of some guidelines to remember when critiquing a classmate’s work. Listen for: “Feedback should be kind, specific, and helpful.” 
· Have students take out their copies of the Narrative Writing: Becoming Visible Again after Internment rubric, as well as the Narrative Writing: Becoming Visible Again after Internment model. Display a copy of the rubric using a document camera. 

· Tell students that they will focus on two parts of the rubric during this peer critique. Focus students on the second row of the rubric, within Cohesion, Organization, and Style. In Column 3, highlight or underline “The narrative has a beginning, middle and end that connect to each other to create a unified story” as you read it aloud. Cold call a student to remind the class how the model narrative they read yesterday addressed this part of the rubric. Listen for: “The model narrative started with Okubo leaving the camp, included several events that showed how she was still ‘invisible,’ and then ended with her seeing her own drawings on the cover of a magazine and ‘becoming visible again.’”

· Next, also within Cohesion, Organization, and Style, focus students on the fourth row. In Column 3, highlight or underline “The narrative’s conclusion follows logically from and reflects on earlier events in the narrative” as you read it aloud. Cold call another student to explain how the model narrative addressed this part of the rubric. Listen for: “The model narrative ended with Okubo ‘becoming visible again’ by seeing her drawings on the cover of the magazine and standing up to the vendor, which made sense because the earlier parts of the narrative addressed Okubo’s invisibility and inability to stand up to a racist white woman at the same newsstand.”  
	· Giving and receiving feedback can be emotionally charged for middle school students. Consider assigning pairs, rather than having students work with their Iwo Jima discussion partners, to ensure that students are paired with peers they feel safe sharing feedback with.




	Opening (continued)
	Meeting Students’ Needs

	· Tell students that they will give each other feedback on these two sections of the rubric using the Stars and Steps protocol. They will give their partner two “stars” (positive feedback) and two “steps” (areas for improvement). 
· Have students take out their Narrative Writing: Becoming Visible Again after Internment story maps (from homework) as you distribute the Stars and Steps recording form. Explain that today students will record the stars and steps for their partner on this sheet so that their partner can remember the feedback he or she receives. They should write their partner’s name at the top of their paper.
· Invite pairs to swap story maps and to spend 3 minutes reading them in silence.
· Ask students to focus on just Part A of the Stars and Steps recording form and complete it for their partner’s narrative. (Students will fill in Part B at the end of today’s lesson.) Circulate to assist students.
· Have students return the story maps and Stars and Steps recording forms to their partner and explain the stars and steps they wrote down. Encourage students to ask their partner clarifying questions if they don’t understand the feedback. 
· With 1 minute remaining, cold call several students to share one piece of kind, specific, helpful feedback that his or her partner gave during the peer critique.
· Ask students to put the Stars and Steps recording form with their partner’s feedback on their story map in a safe place, since they will need it at the end of class.
	

	B. Reviewing Learning Targets (1 minute)

· Read the learning targets aloud as students read along silently: 

· “I can use the Stars and Steps protocol to give my partner kind, specific, helpful feedback on his or her narrative story map.”

· “I can use my partner’s feedback to improve my narrative story map.”

· “I can incorporate narrative techniques (‘Things Good Writers Do’) into my narrative.”
	


	Work Time
	Meeting Students’ Needs

	A. Planning the Narrative: Narrative Techniques (20 minutes)
· Ask students to take out their copies of the Things Good Writers Do note-catcher while you display the Things Good Writers Do anchor chart. Ask students to talk with their partners: 

· “Why do authors use these techniques in their writing?”

· After a few moments, cold call several pairs to share out their thoughts. Listen for: “These narrative techniques make texts more engaging by appealing to readers’ senses,” “They clarify authors’ ideas,” and “They help the story flow in a logical way.”

· Have students take out their copies of the Narrative Writing: Becoming Visible Again after Internment model (from Lesson 4). Tell them that they first will analyze narrative techniques used in the model before trying to incorporate them into their own narratives. 

· Read the model narrative aloud as students follow along silently in their heads.

· Invite students to turn and talk with a partner about the gist of the narrative: 

· “What is this story mostly about?”

· Tell students that they now will focus more on author’s craft. Distribute the Sample Narrative and Language Techniques handout. Review the instructions together. Draw students’ attention to the final question at the top of the handout: 

· “In other words, why did the author choose to use this technique here?” 

· Tell students to pay particular attention to that question as they work; they should remember that authors use these techniques for specific reasons. Determining what those reasons are will help students decide how to best use each technique in their own writing. 

· Tell students to work with their partner to analyze examples of these narrative and language techniques from the model narrative. Circulate while pairs work to check for understanding. As you circulate, make note of the passages they seem to be struggling with so you can review those as a class.

· After a few minutes, draw students’ attention back together. Review several passages from the handout as a class. Pay particular attention to the final question after each passage, helping students analyze why the author may have chosen to use this technique at this point in the narrative. You may want to frame this in terms of “snapshots”; ask students to think about why the author “zoomed in” and “took a snapshot” of this particular moment in time. (See the Sample Narrative and Language Techniques Teacher Guide for sample responses.)
	· Some students will not have time to work through all of the sample passages on the Sample Narrative and Language Techniques handout. Encourage these students to analyze the first five passages only; these five passages hit all of the techniques they need to use in their own narratives.

· Depending on your class, you may want to have students move back to their own seats before they begin working on the Narrative and Language Techniques: Becoming Visible after Internment planner so they do not become distracted by their partner. As an alternative, encourage students to check in quietly with their partners if they become “stuck” while working.


	Work Time (continued)
	Meeting Students’ Needs

	· Use the document camera to display the Narrative Writing: Becoming Visible Again after Internment rubric again. Ask a student to read the 3 box in the third row: 
· The narrative consistently employs narrative techniques, like sensory language, dialogue, and details, to develop experiences and events.” 

· Ask students whether the model narrative meets these criteria. Listen for them to say that it does, because it incorporates all of the narrative techniques they just analyzed using the handout. 

· Display the annotated copy of the Narrative Writing: Becoming Visible Again after Internment model from Lesson 4 and add brief notes about this section of the rubric as students do the same on their own copies. (For example, you might underline one of the passages from the Sample Narrative and Language Techniques handout and write, “Narrative technique” or the name of the specific technique beside it.)

· Tell students that next, they will work to incorporate these narrative and language techniques into their own narrative plans. Distribute the Narrative and Language Techniques: Becoming Visible Again after Internment planner. Explain that students should use their story maps from their Lesson 4 homework to think about where in their narrative they want to incorporate each technique. Although it can be difficult to plan every aspect of a narrative before writing, thinking about how to use each technique will help students understand them better. If their plans end up changing as they write, that is okay. Remind them that they do not have to write whole sentences on this planner; this is just a tool to use while they write the full narrative draft during the next lesson. 

· While students work, circulate to check for understanding and help them find logical places to include the various techniques. (Again, the language of “snapshots” may be helpful framing for students here; ask them to identify the moments in their narratives where they could “zoom in” and “take a snapshot” to help the reader see what is happening in more detail.) 
	


	Work Time (continued)
	Meeting Students’ Needs

	B. Peer Critique of Narrative and Language Techniques Planner (8 minutes) 
· Have students take out the Stars and Steps recording form they used earlier in this lesson. Focus them on Part B. Tell them that they will repeat the peer critique protocol, offering their partner stars and steps specifically related to narrative and language techniques. 

· Invite pairs to swap planners and to spend 3 minutes reading them in silence.
· Ask students to record stars and steps for their partner on Part B of the recording form. 
· Have students return the planners and Stars and Steps recording forms to their partner and to explain the stars and steps they recorded. Invite students to ask their partner clarifying questions if they don’t understand the feedback. 
· With 1 minute remaining, cold call several students to share one piece of kind, specific, helpful feedback that his or her partner gave during the peer critique.
	


	Closing and Assessment
	Meeting Students’ Needs

	A. Previewing Homework (1 minute)

· Tell students to put the Stars and Steps recording form with their partners’ feedback in a safe place, since they will need it for tonight’s homework. 
· Explain that students should revise their Narrative Writing: Becoming Visible Again after Internment story maps and their Narrative and Language Techniques: Becoming Visible after Again Internment planners, because they will draft their narratives using those resources during the next lesson. Encourage them to talk to someone else about their ideas; telling the story aloud can help them find places to incorporate narrative techniques because they will naturally add in more details as they tell the story. 
	


	Homework
	Meeting Students’ Needs

	· Use feedback from today’s peer critiques to finalize your story map and narrative and language techniques planner. 
Note: In Lesson 7, students will do a book review related to their independent reading. Preview the Lesson 7 Teaching Notes for information about a model you will need to prepare in advance. 
	


	Grade 8: Module 3A: Unit 3: Lesson 5
Supporting Materials


Stars and Steps- Recording Form
Part A

	Partner’s Name:

	Date:


1. Read your partner’s Narrative Writing: Becoming Visible Again after Internment story map. 

2. The rubric says: “The narrative has a beginning, middle, and end that connect to each other to create a unified story.” Give your partner one “star” (positive feedback) and one “step” (something to work on) related to this part of the rubric: 

	
	Sentence starters
	Your feedback

	Star
	· Your narrative’s [name part] is good, because …

· I like the way you connected [name parts], because …
	

	Step
	· I wonder if …

· Have you thought about …?

· You might want to …
	


Stars and Steps- Recording Form
Part A

3. The rubric says: “The narrative’s conclusion follows logically from and reflects on earlier events in the narrative.” Give your partner one “star” and one “step” related to this part of the rubric: 

	
	Sentence starters
	Your feedback

	Star
	· Your conclusion is logical, because …

· I like the way you connected the reflection to [name part], because …
	

	Step
	· I wonder if …

· Have you thought about …?

· You might want to …
	


Remember: Be kind, specific, and helpful!
Stars and Steps Recording Form
Part B

	Partner’s Name:

	Date:


4. Read your partner’s Narrative and Language Techniques: Becoming Visible Again after Internment planner. 

5. The rubric says: “The narrative consistently employs narrative techniques, like sensory language, dialogue, and details, to develop experiences and events.” Give your partner one “star” (positive feedback) and one “step” (something to work on) related to this part of the rubric: 
	
	Sentence starters
	Your feedback

	Star
	· The way you used [technique] works, because …

· I like the way you used [technique], because …
	

	Step
	· I wonder if …

· Have you thought about …?

· You might want to …
	


Stars and Steps Recording Form
Part B

6. The rubric says: “Narrative includes verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood to achieve particular effects (emphasizing the actor or the action, expressing uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact).” Give your partner one “star” and one “step” related to this part of the rubric: 

	
	Sentence starters
	Your feedback

	Star
	· The way you used [technique] works, because …

· I like the way you used [technique], because …
	

	Step
	· I wonder if …

· Have you thought about …?

· You might want to …
	


Remember: Be kind, specific, and helpful!
Sample Narrative and Language

Techniques 

	Name:

	Date:


7. Read each passage from the model narrative.

8. Label each passage with the name of the narrative or language technique it uses: pacing, word choice, transition words/phrases, active/passive voice, or subjunctive/conditional verb.
9. Explain the effect of this technique. (In other words, why did the author choose to use this technique here?) 

	Passage 1: “My brother, Toku, and I were forced to relocate after the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor in 1941.… Now, I have been allowed to escape.”

	What narrative or language technique does this passage use?
	How does this technique affect the narrative?


	Passage 2: “The day before I am scheduled to leave for New York, I travel to Oakland, California.… I stalk down one street, peer down another, trying to remember the exact location of one of my murals. I turn a corner and there it is—my art, splashed carelessly across the wall.”

	What narrative or language technique does this passage use?
	How does this technique affect the narrative? 


Sample Narrative and Language

Techniques 

	Passage 3: “I notice a piece of paint coming loose from the bricks. I pinch it between my fingers and pull. It flakes off and flutters to the ground. The spot of naked brick left behind makes my throat sore and my eyes water.”

	What narrative or language technique does this passage use?
	How does this technique affect the narrative?


	Passage 4: “Every morning, I wake terrified, as if I’ve actually been captured.”

	What narrative or language technique does this passage use?
	How does this technique affect the narrative? 


	Passage 5: “I have been in New York for almost three months when it happens.”

	What narrative or language technique does this passage use?
	How does this technique affect the narrative?


Sample Narrative and Language

Techniques 

	Passage 6: “… relocated (that’s what they call it, ‘relocated,’ although it felt more like being captured and imprisoned) …”

	What narrative or language technique does this passage use?
	How does this technique affect the narrative?


	Passage 7: “I dream that the guards climb up the metal fire escape, squeeze through the window, and drag me from my bed. They toss me into a bag and fling me out the window to the street below.”

	What narrative or language technique does this passage use?
	How does this technique affect the narrative?


	Passage 8: “I looked around and realized that her face was mirrored all around me.”

	What narrative or language technique does this passage use?
	How does this technique affect the narrative?


Sample Narrative and Language

Techniques 

	Passage 9: “I don’t blink. I stare back at him. Then I slap my money down on the counter.”

	What narrative or language technique does this passage use?
	How does this technique affect the narrative?


	Passage 10: “Yesterday, I walked to the magazine office for the first time.”

	What narrative or language technique does this passage use?
	How does this technique affect the narrative?

 


Sample Narrative and Language

Techniques – Teacher Guide 

Teaching Note: This guide is intended to be used as sample responses; note that several of these passages display more than one narrative or language technique, so students may come up with other answers that are also technically correct. 

	Passage 1: “My brother, Toku, and I were forced to relocate after the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor in 1941.… Now, I have been allowed to escape.”

	What narrative or language technique does this passage use?

passive voice
	How does this technique affect the narrative?

Using passive voice in these sentences shows that Miné and Toku weren’t in control of what was happening to them. Other people were doing the action TO them.




	Passage 2: “The day before I am scheduled to leave for New York, I travel to Oakland, California.… I stalk down one street, peer down another, trying to remember the exact location of one of my murals. I turn a corner and there it is—my art, splashed carelessly across the wall.”

	What narrative or language technique does this passage use?

pacing
	How does this technique affect the narrative? 

The author speeds through parts of the story that aren’t as important for his or her purpose (like Miné’s journey from the camp to Oakland), then slows down and gives lots of details for parts of the story that help show how Miné is invisible (like seeing her art on the wall). 




Sample Narrative and Language

Techniques – Teacher Guide 

	Passage 3: “I notice a piece of paint coming loose from the bricks. I pinch it between my fingers and pull. It flakes off and flutters to the ground. The spot of naked brick left behind makes my throat sore and my eyes water.”

	What narrative or language technique does this passage use?

word choice
	How does this technique affect the narrative?

The author includes lots of descriptive words and details (“flakes,” “flutters,” “naked,” “my throat sore and my eyes water”) to bring this scene to life, because it is an important moment in Miné’s journey. These techniques force the reader to slow down and pay attention to this moment.




	Passage 4: “Every morning, I wake terrified, as if I’ve actually been captured.”

	What narrative or language technique does this passage use?

subjunctive mood
	How does this technique affect the narrative? 

The author uses the phrase “as if” to show that this didn’t actually happen to Miné.


	Passage 5: “I have been in New York for almost three months when it happens.”

	What narrative or language technique does this passage use?

transition word/phrase
	How does this technique affect the narrative?

The author is showing that time has passed between the last part of the narrative and this part by saying, “I have been in New York for almost three months.”




Sample Narrative and Language

Techniques – Teacher Guide  

	Passage 6: “… relocated (that’s what they call it, ‘relocated,’ although it felt more like being captured and imprisoned) …”

	What narrative or language technique does this passage use?

word choice
	How does this technique affect the narrative?

The author is comparing the word “relocated” to the words “captured” and “imprisoned” to show how Miné felt about internment. This also highlights the way that the government used language to downplay internment.


	Passage 7: “I dream that the guards climb up the metal fire escape, squeeze through the window, and drag me from my bed. They toss me into a bag and fling me out the window to the street below.”

	What narrative or language technique does this passage use?

word choice
	How does this technique affect the narrative?

The author uses vivid images to show how real and scary the dream felt to Miné.




	Passage 8: “I looked around and realized that her face was mirrored all around me.”

	What narrative or language technique does this passage use?

word choice
	How does this technique affect the narrative?

The author uses the word “mirrored” to show that the white people’s faces all had the same look on them (and maybe to show that Miné couldn’t tell them apart, just like they couldn’t tell her apart from other Japanese-Americans). 




Sample Narrative and Language

Techniques – Teacher Guide 

	Passage 9: “I don’t blink. I stare back at him. Then I slap my money down on the counter.”

	What narrative or language technique does this passage use?

active voice
	How does this technique affect the narrative?

The author uses the active voice three times in a row to show that Miné is in charge of this moment and that she is the one doing the action. This helps show that she is becoming visible again.




	Passage 10: “Yesterday, I walked to the magazine office for the first time.”

	What narrative or language technique does this passage use?

transition word/phrase
	How does this technique affect the narrative?

The word “yesterday” helps the reader keep all of the events organized in his or her mind, even though the narrative jumps around a little bit and includes flashbacks and dreams.

 


Narrative and Language Techniques:

Becoming Visible Again after Internment Planner

	Name:

	Date:


	Narrative Technique
	Placement

(Where/how will I use this in my story?)
	Reasoning

(What effect will this narrative technique help me achieve?)

	pacing


	
	

	
	
	

	word choice (precise words, sensory language, description)
	

	

	
	
	

	transition words and phrases
	
	

	
	
	


Narrative and Language Techniques:

Becoming Visible Again after Internment Planner

	Name:

	Date:


	Language Technique
	Placement

(Where/how will I use this in my story?)
	Reasoning

(What effect will this language technique help me achieve?)

	active/passive voice
	

	

	
	

	

	conditional/ subjunctive verbs
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