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Expert Group Poet Biographies: Robert Frost

When you look around you, are you inspired by your surroundings? Do the places you visit make you want to write and describe them to people who have never been there? Robert Frost was. Even though he was born in California, Frost is best known for living in and writing about New England. 
Born in San Francisco in 1874, Frost moved with his mother to Lawrence, Massachusetts, when his father died in 1885. Frost worked very hard at his studies, graduating at the head of his class. In fact, he was co-valedictorian with his future wife, Elinor White! He decided he wanted to be a poet while still in high school, publishing his first poem in his school magazine in 1890. In 1892, he sold his first poem, “My Butterfly: An Elegy,” to a magazine for $15. 
After marrying Elinor in 1895, he moved with her to New Hampshire, and together they taught school and worked on their farm. In his free time, Frost continued to write poetry but struggled to get his work published. In 1912, he and Elinor sold their farm and moved across the sea to England, where he hoped to find more success as a writer. There, he published his first book, which helped to establish his reputation as a writer. When World War I began in 1914, the Frosts decided to leave England. They came back to the United States in 1915, and Frost continued his career as a poet. He wrote and taught for the rest of his life.
Frost loved New England and was inspired by the countryside, culture, and nature in the northeast part of the United States. He wrote poems that realistically described the unique landscape of New England, such as the orchards and spring in a farmyard. He was also inspired by his wife.
His poems were unlike any others of the time because they were a mix of traditional and modern styles. Traditional poems of the time were highly structured, with meter and rhyme patterns, and dealt with broad topics such as love, religion, and death. Modern poets used free verse, writing about everyday life or ordinary objects. Frost’s poems were a mix of both styles—his poems weren’t quite modern because they had rhyme and rhythm, but they were also not quite traditional because he wrote in an informal, conversational style. The themes of Frost’s poems were also nontraditional, using imagery, or words that help to see and hear, to describe nature and daily life in New England. Often, he wrote in the voice of a New England farmer, and his poems were intended to be read aloud.
Frost was an accomplished writer. In 1924, he won the first of four Pulitzer Prizes for his book New Hampshire. He was awarded the Congressional Gold Medal and was chosen to read a poem at President John F. Kennedy’s inauguration. Frost died in 1963 at the age of 88. Look around you at the place you live in—perhaps this could inspire you, like Robert Frost, to write poetry.
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“Robert Frost.” Poetry Foundation. Poetry Foundation. Web. 08 Mar. 2016. <http://www.poetryfoundation.org/bio/robert-frost>.

Expert Group Poet Biographies: Valerie Worth

Look around you. Look closely at something small, no matter how ordinary, and make a note of everything that you see. Could you write a poem about that object? This is what Valerie Worth did. Worth was a writer and poet from Pennsylvania. Born in Philadelphia in 1933, she lived with her mother, a botanist, and her father, a biology professor. Her parents encouraged a love of poetry from an early age by reading poetry to her, and her father wrote poetry inspired by his work as a biologist. This love of poetry and language led Worth to Swarthmore College, where she graduated with a degree in English. 
While in college, Worth met her future husband, George Bahlke. After college, the two married and moved to different places around the country before settling in Clinton, New York. In Clinton, Worth joined a small writing group. It was in this group that she met Natalie Babbitt, a well-known author and illustrator, and began a close friendship. Worth shared some of her poetry with the group and Babbitt sent the poems to her publisher. Valerie Worth’s first book of poems, Small Poems, was published in 1972. The book was illustrated by Babbitt. The pair went on to write and illustrate three more books of “small poems.”
Valerie Worth’s “small poems” were written specifically with children in mind. She liked to closely study the details of the everyday things around her, like weeds, flowers, and small animals. She wanted to write poetry that would “reach more deeply into the world [she] saw around [her].” Worth didn’t write about important events from her own life like other writers of her time did. Instead, she wrote about experiences that she felt all children shared. Her poems were written in simple free verse using no stanzas and short lines, and they brought a fresh perspective to ordinary objects that struck a chord with her. She used imagery, or words that help to see and hear, when describing things in her poetry. When asked what advice she would give to young writers, Worth said, “I would say write poetry for the fun of it, for the joy of it, for the love of it. And especially for the love of the things you write about, whatever they may be—whether beautiful or ugly, grand or humble, birds of paradise or mosquitoes, stars or mud puddles: All are worthy of being written about if you feel a deep affection for them—or, indeed, if you feel strongly about them in any way at all.”
Over the course of her career, Worth published a dozen books, both poetry and fiction. She received the NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children in 1991. Worth died in 1994 at the age of 60. Next time you are struggling for inspiration, look closely at the most ordinary things, and perhaps you will be inspired, like Valerie, to write poetry.
Written by EL Education for Instructional Purposes
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Expert Group Poet Biographies:
Walter Dean Myers

Look at the people around you. Some might be people you know; some might be strangers. What are their stories? What could you write about them? Walter Dean Myers was a writer from Harlem, New York, who was inspired by people. Born in West Virginia and named Walter Milton Myers, his mother died when he was only two years old. Young Walter was sent to live with Florence and Herbert Dean, who lived in New York City. When he was growing up, his life centered around his neighborhood and his church. His mother read to him from the time he was very small, and reading helped him cope during times of sadness. 
As a boy, Myers had a speech impediment, and because of this he did not like speaking in front of the class. One of his teachers discovered his talent for writing and suggested he write original poems using words he could easily pronounce. Myers said, “The rhythm of poetry carried me through [this difficult time].” Throughout his education Myers’s teachers encouraged him to write. At 17, Myers dropped out of high school and joined the army because he realized his family could not afford college. After his time with the army, he worked odd jobs during the day and wrote at night.
In his early 30s, Myers won the Council on Interracial Books for Children contest, which led to the publication of his first book, Where Does the Day Go? Myers’s writing centers on the diversity and beauty of New York City, where he grew up. After reading a short story by James Baldwin about the black urban experience, Myers realized he could, and should, write about his own experiences growing up. “I write books for the troubled boy I once was, and for the boy who lives within me still,” Myers explained. 
Myers often wrote about his neighborhood and the people he remembered from his childhood. When choosing subjects for his poems, he would imagine a street corner in Harlem and think to himself, “Who would pass this street corner?” The people he remembered from his life in Harlem inspired characters in his books and poems. By using imagery, or words that help to see and hear, plus rhyme and repetition, Myers gave a vibrant voice to the community he loved. 

Today, Myers is considered to be one of the best-known young adult authors. He has won more awards than any other author for young adults, including several Coretta Scott King Awards and Newbery Honors. His books have been recognized as New York Times bestsellers. Myers died in 2014 at the age of 76. Next time you are out in your community, look at the people around you. Perhaps they might inspire you, too, to write poetry!
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Close Read Note-catcher: Expert Group Poet

RI.4.1, RI.4.3, W.4.2, W.4.4, W.4.5

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Focus Question: What inspired your expert group’s poet to write poetry, and where can you see evidence of this in his or her poetry?
Focus Statement: This famous poet found inspiration for his poems in the beauty of New England. Robert Frost was inspired by the countryside, culture, and nature in New England, and you can see this in his poetry.
	Poet: Robert Frost

	Background

	What inspired your poet?
	What evidence do you see of this in his/her poetry?

	Reflection and Connection:


Close Read Note-catcher: Expert Group Poet
(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
RI.4.1, RI.4.3, W.4.2, W.4.4, W.4.5

Focus Question: What inspired your expert group’s poet to write poetry, and where can you see evidence of this in his or her poetry?
Focus Statement: This famous poet found inspiration for his poems in the beauty of New England. Robert Frost was inspired by the countryside, culture, and nature in New England, and you can see this in his poetry.
	Poet: Robert Frost

	Background

· Born in San Francisco in 1874; died in 1963

· Moved to Massachusetts in 1885

· Worked hard in school

· Decided he wanted to be a poet when he was in high school

· Sold his first poem, “My Butterfly: An Elegy,” in 1892

· Lived on a farm in New Hampshire with his wife, Elinor

· 1912–1915: lived in England; published first book

· Moved back to the United States in 1915

· Won 4 Pulitzer Prizes and awarded the Congressional Gold Medal

Poetry Style:

· Mix of traditional and modern

· Rhyme and rhythm

· Informal, conversational tone

· Nontraditional themes

	What inspired your poet?

· His wife, Elinor

· The countryside, culture, and nature in New England

· Daily life in New England
	What evidence do you see of this in his/her poetry?

· “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” describes a traveler stopping on a winter night, and how soothing and calm the woods can be.

· “The Pasture” describes the joy in doing chores on a farm.

·  “Dust of Snow” describes how snow falling can put you in a good mood.


	Reflection and Connection:

Responses will vary, but may include ideas like:

· The title of the student’s favorite poem by this poet and an explanation about why it is his or her favorite

· A reflection about why the poet and his poems were important

· A connection to Love That Dog, explaining how Jack was inspired by the poet


Close Read Note-catcher: Expert Group Poet

RI.4.1, RI.4.3, W.4.2, W.4.4, W.4.5

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Focus Question: What inspired your expert group’s poet to write poetry, and where can you see evidence of this in his or her poetry?
Focus Statement: This famous poet found inspiration for her poems in children and their shared experiences. Valerie Worth was inspired by the everyday objects around her, and you can see this in her poetry.
	Poet: Valerie Worth

	Background

	What inspired your poet?
	What evidence do you see of this in his/her poetry?

	Reflection and Connection:


Close Read Note-catcher: Expert Group Poet
(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
RI.4.1, RI.4.3, W.4.2, W.4.4, W.4.5

Focus Question: What inspired your expert group’s poet to write poetry, and where can you see evidence of this in his or her poetry?
Focus Statement: This famous poet found inspiration for her poems in children and their shared experiences. Valerie Worth was inspired by the everyday objects around her, and you can see this in her poetry.
	Poet: Valerie Worth

	Background

· Born in Philadelphia in 1933

· Parents encouraged a love of poetry

· Graduated from Swarthmore College with a degree in English

· Got married after college and moved to Clinton, NY

· Joined a small writing group and met Natalie Babbitt, a well-known author and illustrator

· Became good friends with Babbitt

· Shared her poems with the writing group

· Babbitt sent her poems to her publisher

· First book, Small Poems, published in 1972

· Published dozens of books

· Received the NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children in 1991

· Died in 1994

Poetry Style:

· Simple free verse

· No stanzas, short lines

· Used imagery to describe things




	What inspired your poet?

· Children and experiences she felt all children shared

· Everyday things around her, like weeds, flowers, and small animals 
	What evidence do you see of this in his/her poetry?

· “dog” describes a dog sleeping under a tree in the afternoon.

· “Fireworks” describes what fireworks look and sound like as they explode in the sky.

· “Grass” describes how grass can be different depending on where it is growing.

	Reflection and Connection:

Responses will vary, but may include ideas like:

· The title of the student’s favorite poem by this poet and an explanation about why it is his or her favorite

· A reflection about why the poet and her poems were important

· A connection to Love That Dog, explaining how Jack was inspired by the poet


Close Read Note-catcher: Expert Group Poet

RI.4.1, RI.4.3, W.4.2, W.4.4, W.4.5

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Focus Question: What inspired your expert group’s poet to write poetry, and where can you see evidence of this in his or her poetry?
Focus Statement: This famous poet found inspiration for his poems in the diversity and beauty of New York City. Walter Dean Myers was inspired by the people around him, and you can see this in his poetry.
	Poet: Walter Dean Meyers

	Background

	What inspired your poet?
	What evidence do you see of this in his/her poetry?

	Reflection and Connection:


Close Read Note-catcher: Expert Group Poet
(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
RI.4.1, RI.4.3, W.4.2, W.4.4, W.4.5

Focus Question: What inspired your expert group’s poet to write poetry, and where can you see evidence of this in his or her poetry?
Focus Statement: This famous poet found inspiration for his poems in the diversity and beauty of New York City. Walter Dean Myers was inspired by the people around him, and you can see this in his poetry.
	Poet: Walter Dean Meyers

	Background

· Born in West Virginia

· Mother died when he was 2, so he went to live with Florence and Herbert Dean in New York City

· His life centered around his neighborhood and his church

· Had a speech impediment growing up, so he didn’t like speaking in class

· A teacher suggested he write poems using words he could easily pronounce

· Many of his teachers encouraged him to write

· Dropped out of high school at age 17

· Published his first book after winning the Council on Interracial Books for Children contest

· Has won more awards than any other author for young adults

· Died in 2014

Poetry Style:

· Used imagery to describe what he saw and heard

· Rhyme and repetition




	What inspired your poet?

· The people around him and whom he remembered from his childhood

· Diversity and the beauty of New York City

· The black urban experience

·  “I write books for the troubled boy I once was, and for the boy who lives within me still”
	What evidence do you see of this in his/her poetry?

· “Love That Boy” describes the love a father has for his son.

·  “Harlem: A Poem” describes how and why different people moved to Harlem in New York City.

·  “Summer” describes what you hear and see on a hot summer day.

	Reflection and Connection:

Responses will vary, but may include ideas like:

· The title of the student’s favorite poem by this poet and an explanation about why it is his or her favorite

· A reflection about why the poet and his poems were important

· A connection to Love That Dog, explaining how Jack was inspired by the poet


Expert Group Poet Guide
RI.4.1, RI.4.3, RI.4.4, L.4.4, L.4.4c

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
	1. Reread the following paragraphs of your expert group poet’s biography:

· Frost: Paragraphs 1–3

· Worth: Paragraphs 1–2

· Myers: Paragraphs 1–3


	What information did the author include in this paragraph? 
What does this help you to understand about your poet?
Reread the paragraph(s) in the box. Describe your expert group poet’s life. 

	2. Complete the Background box of your note-catcher using details from the text.

	3. Reread the following paragraphs of your expert group poet’s biography:

· Frost: Paragraphs 4–5

· Worth: Paragraph 3 

· Myers: Paragraph 4


	What information did the author include in this paragraph?

What does this help you to understand about your poet?

Describe your poet’s style.



	4. Add this information to the Background box of your note-catcher using details from the text.

	5. Use a dictionary to look up the following words. Add the words and definitions to your vocabulary log.

· Frost: publish, traditional

· Worth: publish, illustrate

· Myers: publish, experience


Expert Group Poet Guide

	6. Reread the following paragraphs of your expert group poet’s biography:

· Frost: Paragraphs 4-5

· Worth: Paragraphs 3

· Myers: Paragraphs 2-4


	Put a sticky note under a sentence that tells what inspired your poet.

What inspired your poet? Why did this inspire him or her?

	7. Add this information to the What Inspired Your Poet? box on your note-catcher using details from the text.

	8. Reread the last paragraph of your expert group poet’s biography. 
	What information did the author include in this paragraph?

What does this help you to understand about your poet?

Describe some of your poet’s accomplishments.


	9. Add this information to the Background box on your note-catcher using details from the text.

	10. Reread your expert group poet’s biography. 
	Using your note-catcher and details from the text, orally summarize your expert group poet’s biography for a partner.


Working to Become Effective Learners Anchor Chart
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

Teacher Directions: Write the following additions on chart paper, leaving space at the bottom to add to it in the next lesson.

Develop the mindsets and skills for success in college, career, and life

	Habit of characters
	What does it mean?
	What does it look like?
	What does it sound like?

	I persevere
	This means I challenge myself. When something is difficult or demanding, I keep trying and ask for help if I need it.
	· Keep trying

· Asking someone for help
	· “I am finding this challenging. I have tried xyz, but I need help moving forward.”

	I take responsibility
	This means I take ownership of my ideas, my work, my goals, and my actions.
	· Self-assessing

· Setting goals
	· “I think I did this well and here is evidence of that …”

· “I think I could improve … by…”

· “I decided to make this change because …”

	I collaborate
	This means I can work well with others to accomplish a task or goal.
	· One person talking at a time and the others listening
	· “What do you think?” 

· “I’m not sure I understand. Can you say that again?” 

· “I’d like to build on that idea …” 

· “That sounds like a great idea, and perhaps we could also …”


	Habit of characters
	What does it mean?
	What does it look like?
	What does it sound like?

	I take initiative
	This means I see what needs to be done and take the lead on making responsible decisions.
	· When the group members aren’t talking to one another or working well together, one person stepping up to make a decision to help move the group forward.

· Someone being a facilitator and allocating roles.

· Doing things without being asked.
	· “How about we try this?’

· “I have an idea. Perhaps we could…”


What Inspires Poets to Write Poetry? Note-catcher
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RL.4.5

	Title of Poem and Poet
	What inspired the poet?
	Where can you see evidence of this in the poem?

	Robert Frost
	His wife, Elinor

The countryside, culture, daily life, and nature in New England
	

	Valerie Worth
	Children and experiences she felt all children shared

Everyday things around her, like weeds, flowers, and small animals
	.



	Walter Dean Myers
	The people around him and whom he remembered from his childhood

The diversity and the beauty of New York City

The black urban experience


	


For ELLs: Language Dive Guide
(For Teacher Reference)


Rationale: This sentence was chosen for its complexity, its use of prepositional phrases, and its connection to current and future content. Students will apply their understanding of the content of this sentence when writing information paragraphs about poets and their inspirations.

	· Throughout this Language Dive, give students an opportunity to discuss answers to questions with an elbow partner. Then, using a total participation technique, invite responses from the group.

· When students use translation to discuss vocabulary, invite them to use online or paper translation dictionaries. Call on student volunteers to share their translations. Ask other students to choose one translation to silently repeat. Invite students to say their chosen translation out loud when you give the signal. Choral repeat the translations and the word in English. Invite self- and peer correction of the pronunciation of the translations and the English.

· Record and display student responses next to or underneath the target language for visual reference. Invite students to add new vocabulary to their vocabulary logs.


	· Invite students to put their finger by the sentence: The people he remembered from his life in Harlem inspired characters in his books and poems. and to chorally read it aloud with you.

· Ask students to turn to an elbow partner and take turns reading the sentence aloud.



	· Ask:

“What is the gist of this sentence? What, in the sentence, makes you think so?” (Responses will vary.)

· Ask:

“What does this sentence tell us about what inspired Walter Dean Myers to write poetry?” (Responses will vary.)



	· Display the following chunk: The people he remembered 
· Ask:

“Whom is this sentence about?” (people that he remembered)

“Who is he? Who remembered these people? How do you know? (Walter Dean Myers. The biography is about Walter Dean Myers.)

“If Walter Dean Myers remembered these people, can he see them and touch them? Where are they? (They are in his head; in his memory; they were once part of his life.)

“What is the translation of remember in our home languages?” (recordar in Spanish) 

“Who are people that you remember that you might not see anymore?” (The people I remember are … my grandparents; my babysitters; my friends from when I was younger.)


	· Display the following chunk: from his life in Harlem
· Ask:

“Why did the author use the word from?” (to tell use where the people were) 

“How can people be from Walter Dean Myers’s life? What do you think that means?” (They are people who knew or might have seen him when he lived in Harlem.

“Where is Harlem?” (a neighborhood in New York City)

· Show where Harlem is on a map.

“Who can summarize what we know about the people that Walter Dean Myers remembers?” (They lived in Harlem. They met Walter Dean Myers when he lived there too. He probably does not know them anymore.)

“Think about the people that you might remember from a neighborhood you live in or once, or you lived in now. Who are they?” (Answers will vary.)

	· Display the following chunk: inspired characters in his books and poems.

· Ask:

“What does this chunk tell us about the people that Walter Dean Myers remembered?” (Responses will vary, but may include: It tells us what the people inspired Walter Dean Myers to write.) 

“What does it mean that the people inspired characters?” (They helped Walter Dean Myers think about people to write about.)

“What does it mean that the characters are in his books?” (We can read about those characters in his books.)

“What kind of word is and? Why did the author write it in this sentence?” (It is a linking word or conjunction. It connects two ideas and tells us that people from Harlem also inspired characters in his poems.)

“What questions do you have about this sentence?” (Responses will vary.)

“Now what do you think the gist of the sentence is?” (Responses will vary.)

“What is the subject of this sentence? How do you know?” (The people he remembered in Harlem; it is who the sentence is about.)

“What is the predicate of this sentence? How do you know?” (inspired characters in his books and poems; It has a verb and it tells more about what the people did.)

“What does this sentence tell us about what inspired Walter Dean Myers to write poetry?” (Answers will vary.)
· If productive, cue students to expand the conversation by saying more:

“Can you say more about that?” (Responses will vary.)

· Ask:

“Can you use this sentence to talk about Jack’s poetry from Love That Dog? The _______ from Jack’s life inspired characters in his poems.” (Responses will vary, but may include: The dog from Jack’s life inspired characters in his poems.)




For ELLs: Language Dive Sentence Strip Chunks
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Directions: Create sentence strip chunks as shown below.  Follow the instructions in the Language Dive Guide.
	The people he remembered

	from his life in Harlem

	inspired characters in his books and poems.
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