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Language Dive Guide:
Stanza 1 of “O’ Beautiful Storm”
(For Teacher Reference)

Notes: Refer to the Language Dive in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 2, for detailed notes on how the Language Dive format has changed starting in Module 3.
Sentence: I got the Rain in my veins … (from Stanza 1 of “O’ Beautiful Storm” by Gian Smith, in the Lesson 4 supporting materials)
Rationale: This line is compelling because it uses a local variety of English to help address L.5.3b and the daily learning target. This line connects to the big idea by helping students understand how a natural disaster, Hurricane Katrina, can devastate people, Gian Smith. Invite students to discuss each chunk briefly but encourage extended conversation and practice with the focus structure: I got the Rain. After discussing this structure, students restate the structure in their own words to compare it with the local variety of English that Smith uses. Students apply their understanding of the meaning and structure of this line when comparing and contrasting varieties of English on the end of unit assessment.
Time: 20 minutes
	Throughout the Language Dive
	Follow the same routines found in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 2.

	Deconstruct
	Refer to the chunk chart for language goals; display the sentence strip chunks; display and distribute the note-catcher. Follow the same routine found in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 2, to assist students in deconstructing, reconstructing, and practicing the chosen sentence.

	Practice (Focus Structure)
	

	Reconstruct
	

	Practice (Sentence)
	


Language Dive Chunk Chart:
Stanza 1 of “O’ Beautiful Storm”
(For Teacher Reference)

	I got the Rain

	Deconstruct:
Language Goals
	· I: “Who is this line about? Who does I refer to?” the author of the poem, Gian Smith; he is speaking about himself (subject pronoun)
· got the Rain: “What does Smith have?” the rain from Hurricane Katrina (verb [local variety] + noun phrase = present tense verb phrase [local variety])
· got: Near got, write and display the verb in the variety of English often used in present tense classroom prose: have. Read aloud the first chunk with both varieties: “I got the Rain/I have the rain.”

· got: “In present tense classroom English prose, we would write have to mean we have or feel something in the present tense. Can you figure out why Smith wrote got instead?” Smith is using a variety of English that may be used sometimes by a local community where Katrina hit; got may be used to say someone has or feels something in the present. Note it is unlikely that Smith is using got as past tense because the entire stanza is in present tense or present perfect tense. 

	Practice (Focus Structure)
	· Students can say the focus structure in their own words. I _____.

· To provide lighter support: “Can you figure out why Gian Smith might have chosen to use a local variety of English in this line but not in the third line, ‘I’ve got the scent of death …’? Why do you think that?”

· To provide heavier support: Provide past tense verb phrases on index cards for students to choose from when completing the frame.

· “What is similar about the local variety of English Smith uses and the variety of English often heard and used in classroom prose? What is different?” (Responses will vary, but could include: Both can use the word got to mean ownership or feeling. They sound different; the local variety uses got to talk about feelings in the present, and classroom English prose uses have to talk about feelings in the present.)


	in my veins …

	Deconstruct:

Language Goals
	· “Where does Smith have the rain?” running through the blood circulation system of his body
· “Does this chunk have literal or figurative meaning? Why do you think that?” Figurative. You can’t actually have rain in your veins.
· “So, it’s figurative. What is Smith comparing rain to?” Blood. We can imagine the rain liquid being like blood liquid.
· “Why does Smith compare the storm’s rain to his blood? What in the stanza makes you think so?” Responses will vary, but could include: to show that the storm was so devastating that it became part of his identity and life forever. We know that because in the rest of the poem Smith describes other ways that Katrina has become part of his body and mind. He has developed a relationship with Katrina he will never let go.
· Students can take 30 seconds in pairs to discuss what they have learned about some of the challenges and difficulties people face during and after hurricanes. They can give examples from their research in Unit 1, the poem, or images they saw in the video. Then, they can switch pairs and discuss how they think these challenges and difficulties have become part of people’s identity and life forever.
· Students can chorally read the first two chunks aloud while gesturing to demonstrate something difficult becoming part of their identity and life forever.
· “What variety of English does Smith use in this chunk?” He uses language that is common to many varieties of English, including classroom English prose.

	I got the Rain in my veins …

	Reconstruct
	· “How can you say this line in your own words? What variety of English did you use?” The storm is forever a part of me. Responses will vary.
· Students can say the line in their own words, and then write and sketch their sentence. ✎ I _____.
· “Close your eyes and think about your own life. What is something you got in (your) veins? Why?” You and student volunteers can share if desired.


	
	· “Does Gian Smith only use a local variety of English in his poem? What in the poem makes you think so?” No. He switches from using a local variety to classroom English prose. Pairs can identify one or two examples of classroom English prose. (Examples: “I’ve got the scent of the death …,” “She’s the music in my ears.”)
· “Can you figure out why Smith chose to switch between a local variety of English and classroom English prose?” Responses will vary, but could include: Authors make language choices based on the purpose of their writing and the audience. Smith chooses to use a local variety of English to begin his poem to emphasize that he was part of the local community in New Orleans and experienced the disaster firsthand, adding credibility to his description. He uses classroom English prose to demonstrate the breadth of his knowledge and skills and his ability to speak to a wide audience. This poem shows how varieties of English sometimes overlap and borrow from each other.
· “How does the Language Dive add to your understanding of the big idea that natural disasters can devastate people and places?” It helps us understand how a natural disaster affected Smith, the author of the poem: the storm is a part of his identity and life forever.

	Practice
(Sentence)
	· Direct students’ attention to Eight Days: A Story of Haiti. Explain that you will read page 5 aloud and that you would like students to think about the variety of English that Edwidge Danticat uses.
· After you have read aloud, display the following sentence from the last paragraph: “But in my mind, I played.” Remind ELLs that they focused on this sentence in Lesson 1 during a Mini Language Dive.
· Students can chorally read Gian Smith’s line and then chorally read Danticat’s sentence.
· “What is one similarity or one difference in the varieties of English used in this writing?” (Responses will vary, but could include: One difference is that Smith combines a local variety of English with a classroom variety of English prose. Danticat uses only a classroom variety of English prose.)
· To provide lighter support: “How would you describe the variety of English used in Eight Days: A Story of Haiti?”

· To provide heavier support: Provide similarities and differences on index cards and invite students to sort them  into categories.


	
	· “What do you like about the local variety of English Smith uses in the first line of ‘O’ Beautiful Storm’? What do you like about the classroom variety of English he uses?” (Responses will vary.)
· “Is it okay for anyone to use this local variety of English? Why do you think that?” Responses will vary, but could include: This variety of English comes from a local community in New Orleans, and it is respectful to get to know and learn from the members of the community before considering using their local variety.
· “Do you ever use a variety of English that is different from the variety of English we use in the classroom? When do you use it, and why?” (Responses will vary)
· Language Chunk Wall suggestions:
· Verbs and verb phrases (actions, states of being): I got the Rain
· Adverbs and adverbial phrases and clauses (describing verbs, adjectives, adverbs): in my veins ...
· Language to talk about location: in my veins ...
· Language to capture a reader’s imagination or attention: in my veins ...


Language Dive Sentence Strip Chunks:
Stanza 1 of “O’ Beautiful Storm”
(For Teacher Reference)
	I got the Rian

	in my veins …


Language Dive Note-catcher:
Stanza 1 of “O’ Beautiful Storm”
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
	I got the Rain in my veins …
local variety of English that Gian Smith uses:
I got the Rain …

variety of classroom English prose:
I have the rain …
Write the line in your own words:
I ________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
Sketch your sentence here:



QuickWrite: Point of View in
Stanza 1 of “O’ Beautiful Storm”
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

RL.5.1, RL.5.6

Prompt: How does the speaker’s point of view influence how the events are described in “O’ Beautiful Storm”?
1. What is the point of view in this poem? Underline the correct answer. (RL.5.6) A. first person
B. second person
C. third person limited
D. third person omniscient
2. What is the event described in Stanza 1 of “O’ Beautiful Storm”? What is it about? (RL.5.1)
Sample student response: The storm Hurricane Katrina and the destruction it caused.
3. How does the poet feel about it? What words and phrases tell you that? (RL.5.1)
Sample student response: The poet tells us, “I got the Rain in my veins …,” which suggests he thinks the storm will be something that is always in him and he will never forget. He also says, “The flood water in my blood makes my heart beat harder,” which suggests that thinking of it makes him afraid, since our hearts beat faster when we are afraid. We also know he felt that the death and destruction from the storm were disturbing because he says, “I’ve got the scent of the death and decay in the wind/Sinking into my nose and under my skin,” which suggests he is haunted by it. He doesn’t feel it should be forgotten because he says, “But don’t let her go.”
4. How does the speaker’s point of view influence how the events are described in Stanza 1 of “O’ Beautiful Storm”?
Sample student response: In Stanza 1 of “O’ Beautiful Storm” by Gian Smith, the poet describes his personal reaction to Hurricane Katrina. He describes how he can’t forget the smell of the “death and decay.” As a result of the first person point of view, we understand how much of an impact the storm had on the poet. The poet’s description of his thoughts and feelings, including his suggestion of fear and how he won’t and doesn’t want to forget it, helps us understand how terrifying it must have been for the people who went through it. This glimpse into what things were like after Hurricane Katrina helps the reader to feel more connected to the poet and also gives the reader a lot of sympathy for the things he and others went through after the natural disaster.

QuickWrite: Point of View in
Stanza 1 of “O’ Beautiful Storm”
RL.5.1, RL.5.6

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Prompt: How does the speaker’s point of view influence how the events are described in “O’ Beautiful Storm”?
5. What is the point of view in this poem? Underline the correct answer. (RL.5.6) A. first person
B. second person
C. third person limited
D. third person omniscient
6. What is the event described in Stanza 1 of “O’ Beautiful Storm”? What is it about? (RL.5.1)
	

	


7. How does the poet feel about it? What words and phrases tell you that? (RL.5.1)
	

	


	

	

	

	


8. How does the speaker’s point of view influence how the events are described in Stanza 1 of “O’ Beautiful Storm”?
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Analyzing Point of View in Stanza 1 of “O’ Beautiful Storm”
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