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Meaning, Tone, and Beauty Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

RL.5.1, RL.5.7

Directions: Draw this chart on the board during Work Time A and complete it using student responses.
	Visual artist: Alix Delinois

	Phrase/Line from Text
	Meaning
What do the words mean? 

How do the visuals at that point contribute to the meaning?
	Tone 
(Attitude of author)

What attitude is the author communicating about this event? 
How do the visuals help you to understand this tone?
	Beauty
What is beautiful about the words? 

How do the visuals help you to understand this beauty?

	“On the eighth day when they finally found me, I was so happy because I could feel the sun on my skin and see the bright blue sky. I could see Manman and Papa and Justine, too.”
	· Words: tell us he was happy to be outside and to see his family again
· Illustrations: show the beautiful blue sky and Junior smiling broadly as he hugs his mom and dad
· Illustrations: The happy scene in the illustrations contributes to the meaning of how happy he was to see them and how much he missed them.
	· Words: tone is positive, happy, and relieved

· Illustrations: communicate happiness through the big smile on Junior’s face
	· Words: beautiful because descriptive language—“hot sun,” “bright blue sky”—makes readers feel like we are there

· Illustrations: detailed illustrations contribute to beauty by making blue sky look huge, and through the sunlight shining on Junior’s face


QuickWrite: 
Visuals in Eight Days: A Story of Haiti
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RL.5.1, RL.5.7

Eight Days: A Story of Haiti by Edwidge Danticat is about a boy called Junior who was trapped under his house after the earthquake in 2010. At the end of the book it says, “On the eighth day when they finally found me, I was so happy because I could feel the sun on my skin and see the bright blue sky. I could see Manman and Papa and Justine, too.” The words tell us that Junior was happy to be outside and to see his family again. The illustrations by Alix Delinois contribute to the meaning of this excerpt of text because they vividly show the beautiful blue sky and Junior smiling broadly as he hugs his mom and dad. The bright, happy scene painted in the illustrations contributes to the meaning of how happy he was to see them and how much he missed them. 
The tone of the text is positive, happy, and relieved, and the illustrations contribute to helping us understand this tone through the big smile on Junior’s face as he hugs his mom and dad. The words are beautiful because descriptive language like “hot sun” and “bright blue sky” makes readers feel like they are there. The detailed illustrations contribute to this beauty by making the blue sky look huge, and through the sunlight shining on Junior’s face.

QuickWrite: 
Visuals in Eight Days: A Story of Haiti
RL.5.1, RL.5.7

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ________________
___________________________________________________________________
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MODULE LESSONS


Grade 5: Module 4: Unit 2: Lesson 2


Reading Literature about Natural Disasters: Analyzing How Visuals Contribute to the Meaning, Tone, and Beauty of Eight Days: A Story of Haiti
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