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“In the Water Where the City Ends” Song Lyrics

sat the corner 

on the crossing

hear the border

where the light begins

single doorway

of a station

in the water 

now the city ends

all divisible by you

hold me close we slip right through

cross a bridge

whisper the houses

would the narrow wooden walkways

stand a chamber

left the structure

in the tidal river bend

all divisible by you

hold me close we slip right through

palace speak

fire the canyon

understood and congregation

reflected us quiet formation

in the water 

where the city ends

all divisible by you

hold me close we slip right through

“In the Water Where the City Ends.” Music and lyrics by Simone White. © 2011 Simone White. 
Used by permission.

Text-Dependent Questions: 
“In the Water Where the City Ends”

RL.5.1, RL.5.2, RL.5.4, RL.5.7, L.5.4, L.5.5c

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Work in your triads to read each question, reread the appropriate part of “In the Water Where the City Ends,” discuss the response, and then record a response. Stop at the “Stop” line.

1. Knowing what this song is about, what do you think she means when she says, “now the city ends”? What makes you think this? (RL.5.1)

Sample student response: There is no more city after the station because it has been washed away by the tsunami.

2. a.
In the song, she repeatedly says the line “hold me close we slip right through.” Right is a homograph, which is a group or pair of words that are spelled the same way but have different meanings. What are three different meanings of the word right? (L.5.5c)

	Word
	Definition

	right
	Sample student response: correct or true, like a fact

	right
	Sample student response: direction, the opposite of left

	right
	Sample student response: immediately


b.
What are some synonyms and antonyms of the word right as it is used in Part A? (L.5.5c)

	Synonyms (words that mean something similar)
	Sample student responses: immediately, instantly, at once

	Antonyms (words that mean the opposite)
	Sample student responses: sometime, later


3. In the song she says repeatedly, “all divisible by you.” What does divisible mean? Use a vocabulary strategy on the Close Readers Do These Things anchor chart to determine the meaning of this word. (L.5.5)

	Word
	Definition in your own words

	divisible
	Sample student response: able to be divided


4. In the song she says, “reflected us quiet formation.” What root word do you recognize in formation? What do you think this word means based on the root? (L.5.5b)

	Root
	Definition

	form
	Sample student response: arranged into a structure of shape


5. a.
What is Simone White reflecting (thinking carefully and deeply) on in this song? (RL.5.2)

Sample student response: the destruction of places and people caused by the tsunami

b.
What does she think and feel about it? How do you know? What words does she use to show us what she is thinking and feeling? (RL.5.2)

Sample student response: She feels the destruction is confusing and chaotic. We know from the way the words at the end of the song don’t seem to fit together very well. For example, “palace speak, fire the canyon” doesn’t make sense and seems confused.

c.
What is a theme of the song? Underline the best answer. (RL.5.2)

A. Stay away from water because it is dangerous.

B. Live in the present because you don’t know what is going to happen in the future.

C. The destruction after a natural disaster can be chaotic and confusing.

D. Take care of your friends and family.

d.
How do you understand the theme you have underlined above? How does Simone White communicate this theme? Use evidence from the song to support your answer. (RL.5.2)
Sample student response: The lines of the song don’t always make sense. The words seem mismatched and chaotic. For example, the following lines don’t seem to fit together or make sense:
“fire the canyon 

understood and congregation

reflected us quiet formation”

e.
Organize the ideas in the list below to make a summary. Not all of the ideas will be used. Record a number next to the ideas you have chosen to show how you would order them to make a summary. (RL.5.2)
	In the song “In the Water Where the City Ends,” Simone White reflects on the destruction of places and people in the tsunami that devastated the Tohoku region of Japan in 2011.
	1

	We understand this theme from the warning she gives about going too close to the water.
	

	From her description of how the city looks now, we understand the theme “destruction after a natural disaster can be chaotic and confusing.”
	2

	She also reflects on the chaos of life and death with the line “hold me close we slip right through.”
	5

	For example, the words in the following lines don’t seem to fit very well together:

“fire the canyon

understood and congregation”
	4

	From her description of the water in the city, we understand the theme “stay away from water because it is dangerous.”
	

	In this line, she is describing slipping through to life or to death.
	

	For example, the following lines show how dangerous it is to get too close to the water:

“stand a chamber

left the structure

in the tidal river bend”
	

	We understand this theme from the way the words seem mismatched in some places, like broken buildings fallen on top of each other.
	3


STOP
6. How do the visuals in the “In the Water Where the City Ends” video contribute to the meaning, tone, and beauty of the text? (RL.5.7)

Use the chart to organize your thinking about the two excerpts of text, and then QuickWrite your response to the question above:
	Visual artist: Hideyuki Katsumata

	Phrase/Line from Text
	Meaning

What do the words mean? 

How do the visuals at that point contribute to the meaning?
	Tone
(Attitude of author)

What attitude is the author communicating about this event? 

How do the visuals help you to understand this tone?
	Beauty

What is beautiful about the words? 

How do the visuals help you to understand this beauty?

	“single doorway of a station in the water now the city ends”
	· Words: say the station doorway is in the water at the end of the city

· Video: shows train lines, so we know it is a train station being described

· Visuals: also show water flooding in with a big wave, which helps us understand a tsunami that covered buildings like the station, which is why the doorway is in the water
	· Words: tone is mournful

· Video: communicates mournful tone with person and building being covered by water. We feel sad for the person.

· Video: haunting echo and melody of music contribute to mournful tone
	· Words: are beautiful because they are simple

· Video: black and white line drawing also beautiful because of simplicity

	“fire the canyon understood and congregation reflected us quiet formation”
	Sample student responses:

· Words: don’t make sense—not clear what they mean

· Video: shows large animal with tusks like mammoth walking, but no mention of this in words

· video and words don’t match, showing confusion and chaos
	Sample student responses:

· Words: tone is confused and upset

· Video: visuals communicate confusion because they don’t make sense

· Video: communicates upset because the mammoth-like animal is covered with water and disappears as if drowned
	Sample student responses:

· Words: even though words don’t make sense, the confusion is beautiful

· Video: beauty in music and melody with haunting echo

· Video: mammoth is confusing because doesn’t match or help understand meaning of words, but beautiful sketch 

· Video: artistic representation of flooding water is simple but beautiful

· Video: beauty in how visuals represent confusion and chaos; text and visuals work together


Sample student response: The song “In the Water Where the City Ends” by Simone White is about the tsunami in Japan in 2011. In the music video, Hideyuki Katsumata, the film artist and director, has organized the images chaotically, with a lot of images overlapping. The visuals in the music video contribute to the meaning, tone, and beauty of the song. 

When the words say, “single doorway of a station in the water now the city ends,” we understand there is a doorway of a station in the water at the end of the city. The visuals communicate this meaning with images of train lines, so we know it is a train station being described. The visuals also show water flooding in with a big wave, which helps us understand that a tsunami wave covered buildings like the station, which is why the station doorway is in the water. The tone of these words is mournful, and the visuals contribute to the mournful tone with a person being covered by the wave. We feel sad for the person. The haunting echo and melody of the music also contribute to the mournful tone. The words are simple, which makes them beautiful, and the simple black and white line drawings contribute to that beauty.

Later in the song the words say, “fire the canyon understood and congregation reflected us quiet formation,” which doesn’t make sense and leaves the reader confused. The visuals show a large animal with a trunk and tusks, like a mammoth, walking, but there is no mention of this in the words. As the visuals and words don’t match, this emphasizes the theme of confusion and chaos after a natural disaster. The tone of this part of the text is confused and upset, and the visuals contribute to the confusion because they don’t make sense. The visuals also contribute to the tone of upset because the mammoth-like animal is covered with water and disappears as if it has drowned, which is upsetting. Even though the words don’t make sense, there is beauty in the music with a haunting echo, and although the mammoth is confusing because it doesn’t match or help understand the meaning of the words, it is a beautiful sketch.

Text-Dependent Questions: 
“In the Water Where the City Ends”

RL.5.1, RL.5.2, RL.5.4, RL.5.7, L.5.4, L.5.5c

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ________________
Directions: Work in your triads to read each question, reread the appropriate part of “In the Water Where the City Ends,” discuss the response, and then record a response. Stop at the “Stop” line.

1. Knowing what this song is about, what do you think she means when she says, “now the city ends”? What makes you think this? (RL.5.1)

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

2. a.
In the song, she repeatedly says the line “hold me close we slip right through.” Right is a homograph, which is a group or pair of words that are spelled the same way but have different meanings. What are three different meanings of the word right? (L.5.5c)

	Word
	Definition

	right
	

	right
	

	right
	


b.
What are some synonyms and antonyms of the word right as it is used in Part A? (L.5.5c)

	Synonyms (words that mean something similar)
	

	Antonyms (words that mean the opposite)
	


3. In the song she says repeatedly, “all divisible by you.” What does divisible mean? Use a vocabulary strategy on the Close Readers Do These Things anchor chart to determine the meaning of this word. (L.5.5)

	Word
	Definition in your own words

	divisible
	


4. In the song she says, “reflected us quiet formation.” What root word do you recognize in formation? What do you think this word means based on the root? (L.5.5b)

	Root
	Definition

	
	


5. a.
What is Simone White reflecting (thinking carefully and deeply) on? How do you know? (RL.5.2)

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
b.
What does she think and feel about it? How do you know? What words does she use to show us what she is thinking and feeling? (RL.5.2)

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
c.
What is a theme of the song? Underline the best answer. (RL.5.2)

A. Stay away from water because it is dangerous.

B. Live in the present because you don’t know what is going to happen in the future.

C. The destruction after a natural disaster can be chaotic and confusing.

D. Take care of your friends and family.

d.
How do you understand the theme you have underlined above? How does Simone White communicate this theme? Use evidence from the song to support your answer. (RL.5.2)

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
e.
Organize the ideas in the list below to make a summary. Not all of the ideas will be used. Record a number next to the ideas you have chosen to show how you would order them to make a summary. (RL.5.2)

	In the song “In the Water Where the City Ends,” Simone White reflects on the destruction of places and people in the tsunami that devastated the Tohoku region of Japan in 2011.
	

	We understand this theme from the warning she gives about going too close to the water.
	

	From her description of how the city looks now, we understand the theme “destruction after a natural disaster can be chaotic and confusing.”
	

	She also reflects on the chaos of life and death with the line “hold me close we slip right through.”
	

	For example, the words in the following lines don’t seem to fit very well together:

“fire the canyon

understood and congregation”
	

	From her description of the water in the city, we understand the theme “stay away from water because it is dangerous.”
	

	In this line, she is describing slipping through to life or to death.
	

	For example, the following lines show how dangerous it is to get too close to the water:

“stand a chamber

left the structure

in the tidal river bend”
	

	We understand this theme from the way the words seem mismatched in some places, like broken buildings fallen on top of each other.
	


STOP

6. How do the visuals in the “In the Water Where the City Ends” video contribute to the meaning, tone, and beauty of the text? (RL.5.7)

Use the chart to organize your thinking about the two excerpts of text, and then QuickWrite your response to the question above:

	Visual artist: 

	Phrase/Line from Text
	Meaning

What do the words mean? 

How do the visuals at that point contribute to the meaning?
	Tone 

(Attitude of author)

What attitude is the author communicating about this event? 

How do the visuals help you to understand this tone?
	Beauty

What is beautiful about the words? 

How do the visuals help you to understand this beauty?

	“single doorway of a station in the water now the city ends”
	
	
	

	“fire the canyon understood and congregation reflected us quiet formation”
	
	
	


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
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MODULE LESSONS


Grade 5: Module 4: Unit 2: Lesson 3


Reading Literature about Natural Disasters: Understanding Human Impact through an Analysis of “In the Water Where the City Ends”
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